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TRIUMPH  
  Graphic     April 2026 
 

 

More commonly known as Exhaust Notes 
www.sltoa.org     Vol 27, Issue 8  

     St Patrick’s Day Drive: Dodging Leprechauns, p 5 

     Tech Tip: How To Tell the Difference Between a Right-handed and Left-handed Spanner.  

     Engine bay cooking special: how to heat your leftover toasted ravioli.  Amaze your friends!   
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Calendar 
 

20-23 Apr 26—VTR South Central Regional Convention, hosted by the Hill Country Triumph 
Club in Marble Falls, Texas.  Info at https://hillcountrytriumphclub.org/.  

21 Apr 26—SLTOA monthly meeting, Fallon’s Bar & Grill, 9200 Olive Blvd.  

17 May 26—SLTOA Maifest Drive, details TBA.  

15-19 Jun 26—TRA National Meet, in Madras, Oregon.  Info at https://
www.triumphregister.com/national-meet.  

20 Jun 26—SLTOA drive, details TBA.  

18 Jul 26—SLTOA Sweat Fest Drive to Eckert’s Orchard, Belleville, details TBA.   

17-19 Sept 26—6-Pack TRials in Nashville, Indiana at the Abe Martin Lodge in Brown County State Park.  More 
to follow.  The event’s 243 miles east of here, road trip, anyone?   

9-11 Oct 26—Proposed Triumph & MG mid-state gathering at the Vintage Sports Car Drivers Association 
(VSCDA) Ozarks Vintage Festival, Ozarks International Raceway, Gravois Mills, Missouri.  More shall be re-
vealed... 

14-18 Oct 26—VTR 2026: Deep In the Heart of Texas.  In Kerrville, host hotel is the Y.O. Ranch Hotel & Con-
ference Center.  Hosted by South Texas Triumph Association, full list of events—including a run to Luckenbach, 
Texas, yee-haw! - at https://stta.wildapricot.rog/VTR2026/.  

18 Apr 26—MGCStL Annual Endurance Rally/“Animal Farm.” Meet at the St Louis BreadCo at 46 Four Sea-
sons Shopping Plaza, Chesterfield, 6:30 AM.  Driver’s meeting and mileage check at 7 AM, first car out around 8 
AM.  Registration at https://stlouismgclub.com/buy-stuff/, $10 per vehicle, open to all British cars manufactured 
during or before 1981, non electronic navaids including smart phones or GPS.  Questions?  Contact Rally Master 
Tom Hurlbert at rallybastard@stlouismgclub.com.  

18 Apr 26—Cars & Coffee/Amp Up Action Park, 13901 Manchester Rd, should resume, stay tuned.  

19 Apr 26—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 2, Family Arena.  Show about 9-9:30 AM, $55 for six runs.  
For more information or to sign up for the event, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

20 Apr 26—MGCStL Tech Session, Past & Present Auto Repair, 2020 S Old Hwy 94 #3725, St Charles, 5:30-
7:30 PM 

25 Apr 26—Gateway Classics Caffeine & Chrome.  No admission fee, come on in for donuts and coffee.  

26 Apr 26—Cars & Coffee/1st PHORM, 2091 Fenton Logistics Park Blvd, Fenton, 10-12 Noon.  Note: Sunday 
event.  

1 May 26—Memories Car Club Cruise, aka “The Zoo,” Faith Church, 13001 Gravois Rd, should resume, stay 
tuned.   

1 May 26—Friday Nights at the Sonic, Big Bend and Kirkwood, should resume, ,stay tuned.  

2 May 26—Cars & Coffee/Sunrise Church, 7116 Twin Chimney’s Blvd, O’Fallon, Missouri. 

3 May 26—5th annual St Martin’s Episcopal Church Car Show, 15764 Clayton Rd, Ellisville.  All proceeds benefit 
the Circle of Concern food pantry.   

20 May 26—MGCStL Golf Outing, Ballwin Golf Course & Event Center, 333 Holloway Rd, Ballwin, 9:30 AM-1:30 
PM. 

23 May 26—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis On the River To Grafton Drive.  Meet at the StL BreadCO 
in Westport at 9 AM for a drive to the Great Rivers Museum and tour of the locks and dam, followed by lunch at 
The Loading Dock in Grafton.  Info at www.jagstl.com/.events/calendar-list-of-events/.  

24 May 26—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 3, Family Arena.  Show about 9-9:30 AM, $55 for six runs.  
For more information or to sign up for the event, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   
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29-31 May 26—Champagne British Car Festival, hosted by the Illinois Flatland British Car Club.  Multiple activ-
ities over the weekend, including cars & coffee Saturday, culminating in Sunday’s car and cycle show on the Clo-
ver Lawn of the David Davis Mansion in Bloomington.  SLTOA’s mountain an expedition.  See below.   

30 May 26—MGCStL RUBCO, The Shack Breakfast & Lunch, 14810 Clayton Rd, Chesterfield, 9-11 AM.   

30 May 26—St Louis Region SCCA Regional Monte Carlo Tour.  Monitor https://www.stlscca.org/roadrally/
schedule for event specifics, fees and requirements.   

30 May 26—Gateway Classics Caffeine & Chrome, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois.  No admission fee, 
come on in for donuts and coffee.  

5 Jun 26—Memories Car Club Cruise, aka “The Zoo,” Faith Chur5chy, 13001 Gravois Rd. 

5 Jun 26—Friday Nights At the Sonic, Big Bend and Kirkwood.   

6 Jun 26—Treads For Tots, at the Lutheran High School of St Charles, 5100 Mexico Rd.  Benefitting the Ranken-
Jordan Pediatric Bridge Hospital; $25 per car, cash only at event, registration 8:30-10:30 AM, judging 1145 AM-
1:30 PM, awards at 2:15 PM.  50/50 drawing, raffle baskets, free coffee, Hogs in da Hood BBQ.   

7 Jun 26—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross/Solo No. 3, Family Arena, St Charles.  Call up https://
www.stlscca.org/autocross/schedule for info/fees/requirements.   

14 Jun 26—38th Annual St Louis European Auto Show, details to follow.  

14 Jun 26—1st Annual All Saints Car Show, 7 McMenamy Rd, St Peters, 12 Noon-4 PM.  $10 per car, live mu-
sic, food and beverage available for purchase,  

17 Jun 26—MGCStL Golf Outing, Creve Coeur Golf Course, Dielmann Recreation Complex, 11400 Olde Cabin 
Rd, Creve Coeur, 9 AM-1 PM.  

20-28 Jun 26—Hemmings The Great Race 2026, Route 66!  Starts in Springfield, Illinois with the first overnight 
(the 20th) in Collinsville (yes, Collinsville).  The competitors then proceed west to Pasadena, California, via ex-
tended portions of the original US 66.  

21 Jun 26—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 4, Family Arena.  Show about 9-9:30 AM, $55 for six runs.  
For more information or to sign up for the event, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

26-27 Jun 26—Greater Ozarks British Motoring Club Car Show, at American Legion Post 639, 2660 S Sce-
nic, Springfield, Missouri.  Featured car this year is the Mini.  More info at https://gobmccarshow.com/.  

27 Jun 26—Gateway Classics Caffeine and Chrome,1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, Illinois.  No admission fee, 
come on in for donuts and coffee.   

Back By Popular Demand! 

Targa De Soto 

III 
Saturday, 18 April 

10:30 meet at the St Louis BreadCo 

201 E 5th St, Eureka 

11:00 AM departure, lunch 

at the El Lobo Rojo, 106 N Main,  

De Soto.  Open to all!   
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SLP 

Meeting Minutes—20 January  

By Dave Massey  

   As I write this I just got back from the 
First Annual Civil Life British Car 
Show.  It was a small, intimate affair 
with only about 20 cars.  The number 
was limited by the size of the parking 
lot and preregistration was required.   

   There were only three triumphs 
there; Ben had is beautiful red TR6, 
there was an early Spitfire owned by a 
future member of our club and my 
TR8.  Bob was there with is Mark 2 
Jaguar sedan and Glenn was there 
with his MG Midget.  On the MG side 
of the coin there was an MGTD, 6 
MGB’s, and a late model MG (“F,” I 
think).  Also a Mini Cooper (newer 
one), several Land Rovers,  a Bug-Eye 
Sprite, an Austin Healey 100 and an 
Ariel motor bike.  A rather nice selec-
tion for a modest turnout.   

   This event combined two passions 
for both Ben and me.  We both appre-
ciate British Motor Cars and a good 
English style beer which is a specialty 
at Civil Life.  A nice low-keyed event 
and the Civil Life regulars had an op-
portunity to see British they don’t see 
in their normal day to day activities. 

   Last month we held our St. Patrick’s 
Day run which lead us to Andy Stark’s 
Bench Racer where festivities contin-
ued.  Alas, I was unable to attend but 
reports are that it was a good time.  
Coming up real soon now is our April 
drive Targa DeSoto.  The roads in Jef-
ferson County are fun, winding roads 
with some scenic vistas.  Alas, I can’t 
make this one either as my nephew is 
getting married that day. 

   We are planning on a drive every 
month throughout the driving season.  
And the Kansas City club has ex-

(Continued on page 16) 

   Excellent turnout for SLTOA’s March gathering, rescheduled to the 24th 
in order to avoid the St Patrick’s Day/17 March crunch.   We had 24 in at-
tendance at The Lazy River Grill as part of a joint meeting with our friends 
from the Gateway Healey Association.  The usual small talk took place at 
the tables in and around dinner; a conversation at one table concerned the 
late John DeLorean of DMC fame (?).  At another table, the attendees 
turned to comments on the Chevrolet Corvair (!) and the Japanese Hino 
(look it up…the car had some similarities to the ‘Vair).  Meanwhile at the 
editor’s table, the scribes from SLTOA and the MG Club of St Louis dis-
cussed Microsoft’s decision to kill MS Publisher in October and possible 
alternatives vis a vis newsletter production.   

    Prez Dave opened the meeting at 7:05 PM, starting with introductions of 
the GHA members.  They included Phil Ellerbrock, who shared photos of 
the restoration/rebuild of his 1959 Healey (“It’s not quite running”); Jim 
Reiter, owner of a big Healey, BMW 2002 and a BMW motorcycle; Mark 
Fogerty, 1962 BT7 tri-carb; GHA Treasurer Paul Michael, 1966 Healey 
3000 (“Hey, it’s a hobby) and GHA’s President Sean Dowell, 1960 BN7.  
Michael mentioned he was in the process of taking his car apart, while 
Fogerty noted the Type 65 Daytona Cobra “crazy car” that made the St 
Patrick’s Drive was owned by his brother.  Mark also made the run with his 
BT7. 

 

Minutes  

  The members approved February’s minutes by unanimous vote.  

 

Treasurer 

    Per treasurer Ben Franklin, a “pretty quiet month,” The club brought in 
$495.48, with 13 cars signed up for the Forest Park Easter Concours.  The 
club balance stood at $5808.07.  

• Someone in the crowd asked the GHA treasurer how many active 
members were with the club.  He replied that according to the national 
club, GHA had 25 active.  

(Continued on page 15) 
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St Patrick’s Day Drive—21 March 2026 

   Aye, and a fine day for a drive it was.  The scheduling for the Saturday following St Patrick’s Day was perfect, with 
the region fully into the “out like a lamb” weather (okay, okay, mid-March and almost 90°!).   

   No surprise, the collection of vehicles at the starting point, Panera Bread in Washington, drew a lot of attention.  
About 30 people in 16 cars made the drive; the vehicles included five TR6s, two TR7s, one Austin-Healey 3000, one 
new Mini, two BMWS, one Factory Five Type 65 Daytona Cobra, an MR2, a Lexus RCF, a Dodge Viper and a Cor-
vette C8.  

   Steve Moore designed the route, which ran over a number of highly entertaining roads in Franklin, Warren and St 
Charles Counties before winding up at Andy Stark’s Bench Racers restored Texaco station on the north side of St 
Charles.  While our drives typically finish with lunch, this one stood out for its party atmosphere.  There was a huge 
turnout of people taking advantage of three food trucks in and around the large number of sports and special interest 
vehicles.  They included two more Triumphs—Andy’s Spitfire 1500 and E Production GT6 racer—two Shelby 
GT350s, an Aston Martin, Jaguar F-Type and Lotus Elise.   

   Andy and his Bench Racers crew were great hosts, we thank them for a providing a great end point for excursion.  
All who participated certainly enjoyed the day.   
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St Patrick’s continued  from pg 5 

Cars as art?   
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St Patrick’s continued  from pg 6 
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Civil Life Brit Car Show—11 April 2026 

 Photos by Stephen L. Paur 

  And now for something completely different...On 11 April, the Civil Life Brewing Compa-
ny (“Be Civil, Drink Civil”) at 3714 Holt Avenue in St Louis hosted an LBC car show.  The 
intent was to get a variety of Brit cars on display, no more than 17 due to parking lot con-
straints.  The local LBC clubs and owners responded, putting on an excellent display of 
British vehicular engineering and design.  

   As reported by Stephen Paur, “They had a great turnout for this event.  The day was 
great as it was overcast but just about the perfect temperature.  MG had a great turnout, 
Dave Massey and Ben Franklin had cars entered.  I got my car back too late to get inn 
an early registration but drove it to the show and parked across the street and people 
meandered over to look at it, nice surprise.  It was a nice day all ‘round.  Lots of nice 
people came out.”   
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Civil Life  continued  from pg 7 

We Get Emails... 

   Your last in post made mention of a TR newsletter.  If 
it is a story about the cars, I have a story.   

   As you know I started college in NH; it was in an area 
that was not well off. Well, this college prof would buy 
land, build homes on it and then rent it to the students 
who wanted to live off campus.     

   There was a guy who was two years ahead of me. He 
had a TR-7, it was blue and white with black inside. It 
was a thing of beauty. The house he lived in was a bi-
level, with garage underneath the two stories.  The drive 
had a slope to the garage. ‘Behind the house was a 
pond or lake. 

   It rained and snowed the night before so everyone 
parked their cars on the road or at the start of the drive.  

   The next morning Steve came to breakfast and Erian 
was sitting there. Steve asked why he was still there. 
“Class is later  today” was the reply. “Then where is your 
car?”  Well, you know the dance.  

   Came the spring semester and the professor gave a 
course in scuba diving.  Eian was home when Steve 
walked in,  still dressed in scuba stuff. “We found your 
car.” It seems that the night of the storm ice formed and 
the car slid down the drive and into the pond.  
For all I know it is still there. 

             - Jack Goudsward, Elizabeth, NJ 
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They’re All Works In Progress 

TR Tech 

Stephen L. Paur—New tires on the TR6, got help 
from another member of the club, the only problem was 
replacing the splines at the back end.  I’m getting the car 
ready for the drive up to the Champagne British Festival.  

Creig Houghtaling—Big research project, trying to 
figure out why the turbos on the TR7/V8 leak a lot of oil, 
by the end of the autocrosses the car looks like a mos-
quito fogger.  I’m looking at options.  

Eric Cromen—The car’s on the road but the exhaust is 
pretty rough.  I’m about ready to pull the trigger on a new 
exhaust.  

John Willerton—Have spent most of my time doing a 
lot of painting of the bedroom, bathroom.  Creig’s getting 
me info on a new induction system for the TR3.  Steering 
in the TR3 is really loose… 

Richard Etz—The big project has been the ’91 Cama-
ro.  It sat for three years, I finally installed a new fuel 
pump, it worked fine but I got a check engine light.  
Turned out to be different OBD systems, solved the is-
sue and it’s now running great.  I’ve driven it to three 
difference cruises at the Sonic.  

Jesse Lowe—The TR7’s still for sale.  

Glenn Frasca—I truly hoped to join last Saturday’s 
drive, but the Midget had a warped head; I was in the 
garage under the hood while you guys drove by.  I am 
looking forward to Saturday’s autocross.  

Pat Kasate—The TR3 I sold was a 1960 model, I’d had 
it since I was 16.  

Mark Fogerty, GHA—I drove 102 miles on Saturday, 
the overdrive works in fourth, not third.  Sam Sheppard: 
If it’s anything like the Spitfire, it has a solenoid.  There’s 
possibly a loss of contact.  Paul Michael: I had a similar 
problem at last October’s drive, it was the inhibitor 
switch.  I had to take the tunnel out, ordered a new 
switch.  Fogerty: I’ll invite you over one Saturday.  Mi-
chael: You work, I’ll supervise (NOTE: a general discus-
sion on overdrive systems followed).  

Yr Fthfl Ed—Am slowly getting the plugs and plug 
wires replaced, still need to get the oil changed but find-
ing time has been a problem.  Ran into something new 
with the plugs:  the number one plug wire, right side for-
ward, wouldn’t detach from the plug.  I may wind up with 
seven new plugs and one old plug.   Anyway, get the 
work finished and do some test drives to see if the HSD 
will go any distance without a reoccurrence of the fuel 
flow issue.  

Sam Sheppard—Creig helped me take the tunnel out 
of the Spitfire so we could change the gearbox oil.   I’m 
still messing with the carburetion, even at operating 
temperature the idle slowly drops.  

Paul Michael, GHA—The car’s running pretty good, I 
changed the clutch pedal pushrod…If I could easily get 
to it, it would constitute a 10-minute job.  Actually took 
and hour and a half.   

Benjamin Franklin—Need new front discs due to 
cracks, will order brakes and pads and go from there.  

Dave Massey—I replaced the clutch on the TR6, once 
I get a new slave cylinder I’ll install.  

Sean Dowell, GHA—Life prevents me from doing 
anything major with the car.  I took things apart, got the 
interior out but it seems like every weekend or evening, 
something else demands my attention.   

Phil Ellerbrock, GHA—I’m at the other end of the 
spectrum from Sean.  My project started about 10 or 12 
years ago, rotisserie-type restoration.  Now it’s running 
and driving around the neighborhood (Ed Note: sans 
most of its bodywork).  I’ve been pulled over twice by 
state troopers, no tickets, they just wanted to know what 
type of car it was.  The car has lights, the wipers work, 
therefore it’s street legal in Missouri.  I’m planning on 
going to It’s Alive for painting, they painted the frame.   

Murray Baker—Nothing new, haven’t done anything 
to the MR2 lately.  

Can EvapoRust by CRC help me? 

By Glenn Frasca 

   Last summer I had an opportunity to purchase a 1973 
Midget.  I had met the previous owner of this gem a few 
years ago as he was prepping the car to run autocross 
and was giving away the original leaf springs that he 
replaced.  After spending five years working on this car 
and still had a couple major steps to take, he decided it 
was time to apply his time with other personal priorities 
and sold his car. 

   

   After having the car on the road, I noticed the yellow 
engine coolant freshly installed just three months prior 
had become liquid rust.  I extracted the coolant, installed 
water, ran that a few days, removed the water with rust 
tinge, and installed new coolant.  Thinking I had cleared 
out the rust, I was checking fluids again and noticed I 
had liquid rust AGAIN with second round fresh coolant I 
installed 3 months prior.    

   I posed the situation at a club meeting and someone 
suggested using EvapoRust.   I took this advice and per-
formed further research that still left me with questions 

(Continued on page 11) 
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on how to utilize this product properly.  I called CRC, the 
manufacturer of EvapoRust and had an awesome dis-
cussion with one of their technicians.    

   CRC makes two types of product for this situation: 
EvapoRust and ThermoCool.  Both have the same se-
cret sauce, EvapoRust is to be used undiluted and Ther-
moCool is designed to be diluted.  Since the MG Midget 
uses less than a gallon of coolant, the CRC tech recom-
mended using EvapoRust.  ThermoCool is intended for 
large multi-gallon cooling systems.   Rust in the engine 
cooling system has a strong potential of impacting the 
coolant’s ability to do its job.   

The CRC tech provided these recommendations for us-
ing their product to resolve rust in engine cooling sys-
tems: 

• For the cooling system size of MGs, use Evapo-

rust undiluted. 

• Utilize EvapoRust in the car’s cooling system for 

no longer than 5 contiguous days. 

• Only use this method with weather above freez-

ing; EvapoRust freezing point is 32F and is NOT 
an antifreeze. 

• Fully drain the car’s coolant (I also removed the 
thermostat & radiator then used  garden hose to 

flush the block both ways as well as flushed the 

radiator both ways). 

• Install EvapoRust in the cooling system 

(reassemble your cooling system if you had tak-
en it apart to flush everything like I had done). 

• Over a few days, run the engine for a total of at 
least three hours (the flow helps allow Evapo-

Rust to perform its magic—the product works 

best above 70F). 

   Note: EvapoRust is designed to chemically react with 
iron oxide only (rust) and dissolve it into solution.   There 
is still a chance where chunks of rust may break free in 
the flow while being dissolved so watch the engine temp 
gauge constantly while driving for potential radiator flow 
reduction from this reason. 

   After a few hours of driving the engine during the few 
days you have EvapoRust in the cooling system, drain 
the EvapoRust (recover the product as it can be reused 
until the product turns black).   Upon draining the Evapo-
Rust, remove the radiator and thermostat, use a garden 
hose to flush both really well.  The objective is to remove 
all EvapoRust.   

   When the good flushing is complete, reassemble and 
install coolant.  I took before and after photos of my ex-
perience to show the results from the above process for 
reference.    

   My December “ah ha” moment of having liquid rust for 
coolant…AGAIN! 

TR Tech (Continued from page 10) 

   I flushed the radiator and block using a garden hose 
then pulled the water pump to see the inside of the 
block. 

 

 

 

Water pump shows rust and rust scum on the impeller.  The 
scum at the upper right of the impeller is liquid gasket materi-
al from a prior install process years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behind water pump looking at cylinder 1 casing 

(Continued on page 12) 

Left: This was originally new yellow coolant, three months 
prior.  Right: Removing the thermostat really explained my 
problem.  

Thermostat bay improved 
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   Using a bore camera looking 
inside the block at the casings 
for cylinders 2 & 3; looked 
better than expected 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Installed EvapoRust for two days in which I ran the 
engine for approximately 3.5 hours carefully watching 
the engine temp gauge for unexpected rises.  Luckily, I 
didn’t see any concerns during all the engine run times.   
When complete, I extracted the EvapoRust, removed 
the thermostat, flushed the engine block again well (as 
instructed) then removed the water pump to assess the 
impact. 

 

 

 

TR Tech (Continued from page 11)     

Inside the radiator on the intake side.  This was a new radia-
tor I installed when I got the car.  My primary interest was to 
assess if any rust “clumps” were potentially clogging any of 
the cross-flow tubes.  The results showed nothing; the cross-
flow tubes looked clean. 

 

Additional process shots: 

   Apparently my engine’s cooling system had enough 
rust to make this gallon of EvapoRust a “one-n-done” 

application.   

   To learn more about EvapoRust, here is the CRC 
contact information:  https://www.evapo-rust.com/ 

Customer Care Technical Services 

Ph: (800) 556-5074 

customercareus@crcind.com  

techservice@crcind.com 

   Though I performed this action due to my liquid rust of 
coolant, this may be an option for our old cars as a gen-
uine “cleaning” of the cooling system without having to 
pull the engine, take it apart and have the block and 
head dipped to be cleaned.   

     Safety Fast! 
     Glenn 
 

Left: Thermostat bay after: looks much better!”  Right: Water 
pump after—I did replace the pump anyway with a new one 
that had come with the car purchase 

Left: Behind water pump looking at cylinder 1 casing.  
Right: Using a bore camera looking inside the block at the 
casings for cylinders 2, 3, & 4; nicely improved 

Left: Garden hose flushing of the engine block.  Right: Here 
is the extracted EvapoRust, came out black.   
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St Louis Triumph Owners Association  

 

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council 

www.stlscc.org 

By the editor 

   Yes, it’s April and 
you know what that 
means: the unveiling 
of this year’s alter-
nate Exhaust Notes 
cover.  This year I 
decided to pay hom-
age to one of my 
favorite sports car 
magazines of the 

late 1960s-early 1970s, when I was really getting into 
cars. 

   The magazine was Peterson’s Sports Car Graphic.  
Peterson put the mag in production in January 1961 
and, over the following 122 issues, would use the pub to 
focus on sports car and competition news, including 
highly entertaining road tests.  Editors included John 
Christy, TC Browene3 and Jerry Titus, who doubled as a 
race car driver.  The cover of the first issue featured Dan 
Gurney in a Lotus 19 at Nassau. Triumph features?  
Plenty, including January 1965’s issue which focused on 
the American Road Race of Champions, with cover art 
depicting a TR4 leading an MGB.  The March 1969 edi-
tion had a GT6 on the cover.  

   And then came the 
final issue, June 
1971, which featured 
a rather battered TR3 
out in a field, sur-
rounded by the maga-
zine staff, with “Our 
Final Triumph” as the 
headline.  Peterson 
Publishing had decid-
ed to merge SCG into 
Motor Trend; a full 
page announcement 
by the publisher 
promised “a complete 
Sports Car Graphic 
section” in upcoming 
editions of MT.  The 
company further 
promised “More pages!  More import coverage! More 
color features!  More racing coverage! More editorial 
excitement; and more insight with ever issue of Motor 
Trend magazine!”  

   From reading the columns by staffers Bob Kovacik, 
Don Matthews and Kyle Given III it was obvious they 
weren’t particularly thrilled by the demise of the maga-
zine (gee, go figure…).  Still, they were uniformly happy 
that they’d had the opportunity to write for the magazine 
and interact with the rest of the staff.   Matthews sum-
marized the experience with the wildly diverse crew:  

   Young and old. : Strong yet weak.  Tired but 
vigorous.  Insensitive and highly perceptive.  True 
professionals acting as rank amateurs, or is it the 
other way around?  A team of individuals perform-
ing in temperaments diverse and strange to one 
another, yet which in the heat of collection, com-

position and production merged together to be-
come truly creative.  Not always succeeding, but 
always trying to succeed.  Human egos with 
whom I personally clashed and battered and at-
tempted to form and reform out objectives each 
month to meet each changing situation.  A won-
derful experience, and I hope they had as much 
fun doing it as I did.  It was good and in retro-
spect, I would have been the loser if I had missed 
it.  

   Still, SCG went out with a bang.  The last issue’s arti-
cles covered the history of Standard-Triumph and of-
fered up road tests of the Stag (“The British industry has 
begun to fight back, and a worthwhile effort is the new 
Triumph Stag”), Spitfire Mk IV (“Return with us now to 
the days of yesteryear…the sports car days of yester-
year”), 1949 2000 Roadster and the GT6 (“Freedom 
now baby, but for how long?”).  Triumph paid for a two-
page ad touting the new “Monarch of the Glen” Stag. 
(base price $5525)   

   Competition reports included the Questor Grand Prix 
at Ontario Motor Speedway (anyone remember that 
venue?), a battle between Formula 1 and SCCA Formu-
la A/5000 cars and drivers.  Mario Andretti won in a Fer-
rari 312B; Ron Grable was the highest-placed FA driver, 
finishing in 7th in a Lola T192.  Also covered were the 
1971 Sebring 12 Hours (Vic Elford and Gérard Lar-
rousse, Porsche 917) and the BOAC 1000 km Race of 
Champions at Brands Hatch (Andre de Adamich and 
Henri Pescarolo, Alfa Romeo T71/3).   

   After SCG’s demise I took a look at the next couple of 
issues of MT, wasn’t particularly impressed and fell back 
on a number of other magazines for sports car info, 
chief being the legendary Road & Track, Autoweek and 
Car & Driver.  Fifty-five years later Motor Trend and 
C&D still exist, albeit as bimonthlies, R&T underwent a 
massive format change (with concurrent increase in the 
cost of the magazine) a few years back and Autoweek 
went online only, also a few years ago.   

   Anyway, if you’re into collectibles, neat old car maga-
zines are one means of building your collection.   I have 
a couple of issues of SCG, including the last one, on the 
“dead car magazine” shelf in my office.  My other maga-
zines include Competition Press & Autoweek, Road 
Test, Sports Cars Illustrated (became Car & Driver in 
April 1961); Vintage Motorsport; Hemmings Classic Car; 
Hemmings Sport & Exotic Car; Car Life; and American 
Modeler.  On the hit list?  Car Model, highly appropriate 
seeing as I’m putting up a 1/32 slot car layout in the 
basement…I just wish I’d kept the Strombecker set I 
received as a birthday present back when my family was 
stationed at a SAC base in North Dakota!   

Negative Camber 
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Admit it, You Want This Car 

   Back in the early 1970s, the “import wars” were well and truly underway, with 
Detroit fighting back against Volkswagen and a growing sales threat constituted by 
Toyota, Datsun and Honda.  Ford, Chevrolet and American Motors responded by 
producing the Pinto, Vega and Gremlin, respectively.  Chrysler/Plymouth, however, 
went the “captive” route, importing the Hillman Avenger and selling it as the Plym-
outh Cricket.  The cars, sold here in the States from 1971 to 1973, were rather in-
nocuous sedans/saloons, powered by  a 1.5L four.  They never took fire (so to 
speak) with only 41,000 sold in the US over 2.5 years.   

   The car sold better in England and in a number of other nations.   However, ap-
parently in some corners of the Commonwealth there was some confusion be-

tween the similarly named Hillman Avenger and the Grumman Avenger.  Fortunately, the Air Force Museum of New 
Zealand stepped in to help potential buyers in making a decision.  Our thanks to English aviation historian Lindsay 
Peacock for providing the following:  

URGENT CLARIFICATION: We’ve been made aware of growing confusion between the Hillman Avenger and the 
Grumman Avenger, so we want to step in to clear this up immediately.  

The confusion is understandable of course.  Not only do the Avengers share the same name, both served in the 
RNZAF, and are startlingly pretty machines with sleek, purposeful lines and an enviable record for reliability and per-
formance.  

Since they may appear almost identical to the untrained eye, we have prepared a handy guide so you can tell them 
apart at a glance.  

Most obvious difference of course is the Grumman Avenger’s telltale dorsal gun turret fitted with a .50 caliber ma-
chine gun, which the Hillman Avenger – sadly – lacked. In a short-sighted sales and marketing decision, Hillman de-
cided not to offer a gun turret as an optional extra, which we can only assume hurt sales.  

The second major difference is in load carrying systems.  Have a close look below at the Hillman Avenger and you’ll 
notice there is no bomb bay. The Hillman catered for extra loads with a rear-loading boot, hinged from the top. The 
Hillman’s boot could cope with the shopping and at least two large suitcases, or a bike with a bit of wire to tie the boot 
lid down on shorter missions.  

By contrast the Grumman came with a capacious bomb bay that meant business.  It could accommodate one torpedo 
or four 227 kg bombs.  Punchy! 

If you are still struggling to tell them apart, a quick look beneath the bonnet will set you right.  The Hillman Avenger 
GL was powered by a 1500 cc incline four-cylinder water-cooled engine which developed an impressive 63 horse-
power, giving it a top speed of 144 km/h.   

The Grumman Avenger was powered by an air-cooled Wright Cyclone twin-row 14-cylinder R-2600-8 engine devel-
oping 1600 horsepower and top speed of 442 km/h.   

While both power plants made the Avengers impressive performers, the stark difference here was in fuel economy.  
The Grumman proved to be a gas guzzler and its 1249 litre fuel tank would cost about $3600 to fill at today’s prices, 
compared to a more modest $140 for the Hillman.  

That’s a big running cost difference but remember – no gun turret!   

This has been an Urgent Clarification.  You’re welcome! 

 

Hillman Grumman 
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Events 

   Creig Houghtaling described the St Patrick’s excursion 
as an “awesome drive,” from Washington to St Charles.  
He also saluted Andy Starks’s Bench Racers for hosting 
the end point of the run.  

• “If you’re in St Charles on a weekend, stop by and 
take advantage of the food trucks.  He’s (Andy) real-
ly made a nice place there”  

• Total number of cars on the drive: 16 

   Concerning the upcoming annual British Car & Cycle 
Festival, scheduled for 29-31 May in Bloomington, Illi-
nois, Stephen Paur provided some background history 
on the event and noted SLTOA’s regular participation.  

• As of this evening, Karl Schmitt’s planning on at-
tending.   

• Webmaster Sam, Sheppard agreed to put info on 
the event on the club page.  

   Stephen followed with notification of a planned car 
show at his church, All Saint’s Parish, in St Peters.  

• Scheduled for 14 June, “I’ll get flyers out.”   

   On 20 January, the competitors in Hemmings’ Great 
Race will do their first overnight in Collinsville, with de-
parture for points west along old US 66 the following 
morning.  

• ”Something of a mobile car show.”   

• The editor mentioned he’d contacted Hemmings 
concerning the route from the start point in Spring-
field into Collinsville; he plans to stage somewhere 
along the route and get photos of the cars as they 
pass by (Ed Note: I subsequently heard back from 
Hemmings: “It’s a secret.”  

• He added the arrival and departure activities along 
the route are highly entertaining, with the cars and 
crews on display, talking with the crowds.  

   In other events, GHA Prez Sean Dowell said 4 April’s 
traditional “Wash-Up/Tune-Up” in advance of the Forest 
Park Concours will take place at Keith Bester’s house.  

Minutes (Continued from page 4)7 • Prez Dave said the gathering usually starts 12 noon.  
He added he’d never actually seen cars get tuned 
and washed but it was a fun event.  

• The MG Club’s annual Terry Fanning Rally is sched-
uled for 29 March, keep an eye on the club's events 
calendar for details.  

   Richard Etz noted the first “Zoo” of the season, at Faith 
Church, was pushed back one week to 10 April, as 3 April 
is Good Friday.   

   Creig Houghtaling invited the GHA members to park 
with the Triumphs at the Forest Park Concours.  

• ”It doesn’t have to be a Healey.  Bring any old car as 
long as it’s older than 1999.”   

• As for the traveling British Leyland trophy, SLTOA 
last took the award for most cars about 12 years ago.  
SLTOA won the first two awards.  

   MG Club Secretary/Treasurer (and SLTOA member) 
Glenn Frasca reminded everyone of the annual Missouri 
Endurance Run is scheduled for Saturday 18 April.   

• Refresh your navigation skills using maps and a com-
pass!”  

   Ben Franklin talked about the Civil Life British car gath-
ering, scheduled for 11 April, 11 AM-2 PM.   

• Participation limited by the size of the parking lot to 
17 cars, sign up and they’ll let you know if you’ve 
been selected.  

• The main goal is to get a good representation of dif-
ferent British cars.   

• ”Even if you’re not in the show, drive up and visit”  

• Comment from the floor “It’s in South County and 
they have great beer, too.” 

   Finally, President Dave reminded everyone of Kirk-
wood’s annual Route 66 Cars & Guitars gathering, sched-
uled for 6 Jun.  

…Should be fun.  Again, sign up online.  Parking will be 
downtown on Kirkwood Road 

Election  

(Continued on page 16) 
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SLTOA’s on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/home.php  
Group_134416339926824@ap =1 

   Dave Massey reminded everyone that club president 
Dave Pollard had to resign due to medical issues ;DM, 
as the elected vice-president, moved up to president.  

…He mentioned the existing slate of other officers would 
remain, but club members needed to vote for either a) a 
new president, with Dave returning to the Veep slot, or 
b) a new vice president, in which case would continue to 
serve as prez.   

…In response to a question, he noted the president 
served primarily as a “strategic pattern” (one wag said it 
was like herding cats).   Former president John Willerton 
said there was “…not a lot involved, you just keep things 
in order.”  

   John then nominated Sam Sheppard for the presi-
dent’s position.  After discussion, the nomination was 
rescinded.  Dave then asked for a vote to authorize elec-
tions monthly until we get a president.  The motion was 
seconded and approved.  

   Following the monthly update on everyone’s cars, Prez 
Dave ran down the curtain at 8:10 PM.  Our thanks to 
the staff of the Lazy River and our server Sasha, fine 
evening!  

Minutes (Continued from page 15) 

pressed an interest in having a joint event at the Ozark 
International Raceway near Lake of the Ozarks.  Octo-
ber is considered a good time to do this as the boating 
season is over and the crowds will be gone.  This 
should be a fun overnight excursion so keep it in mind 
as plans progress. 

   So, there are lots of opportunities to drive our cars 
and to tell the truth, they love it.  So keep driving and 
keep them happy. 

Presidential Notes (Continued from page 4) 
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Hill Country Triumph Club (HCTR) 
will host this year’s South Central 
Vintage Triumph Register event.   
 
When: April 20th through April 23rd, 

2026.  Mark your calendar and 
set your vacation time.  

 
Host Organization: Hill Country 

Triumph Club 
 
Host City: Marble Falls, Texas 
 
Headquarters: Dos Conchas 

Ranch 
 
Accommodations: Hidden Falls 

Inn 

Registration Now Open!  
 

https://hillcountrytriumphclub.regfox.com/-2026-south-central-vtr-regionals  

 

April 20-23 2026 SCVTR regionals—Marble Falls, TX, hosted by  
Hill Country Triumph Club 

Hidden Falls Inn 
 

https://hillcountrytriumphclub.org/  
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Register at https://stta.wildapricot.org/event-62355321 
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Become a VTR Member 
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits.  A national club of Triumph enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you 

as a member.  Affiliate club membership is not automatic membership with VTR. 
 

Some of the benefits: The Vintage Triumph magazine, our award-winning, bi-monthly color publication.  

VTR National convention 

Access to a large number of local clubs 

Website with reference material and members-only sections 

Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B 

Factory trace documents on other Triumph models no longer available 

Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org 
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Membership Information 
 
We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners 
or, for members, use this page to renew your membership in the St  Louis Triumph 
Owners Association.  An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers 
your membership through the calendar year.   

    

 

   As a member, you will receive the SLTOA monthly newsletter Exhaust Notes, which includes:  

• Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past 

• Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events 

• Technical tips and tech sessions.  

• Feature articles on Triumph vehicles, personalities and competition history 

• For sale/want ads, free to members of SLTOA 

   You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:  

• SLTOA touring drives 

• Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third  Tuesday at selected area restaurants 

• Local, regional and national British car shows and conventions 

• The SLTOA Annual Picnic meeting 

• The annual SLTOA Holiday Party at a club-subsidized rate 

• The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for 
quick communications with other SLTOA members 

   You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available follow-
ing the close of the annual membership drive. 

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.  

Join or renew your SLTOA membership today! 

   Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings or by using the PayPal option on the club web page.  Dues 
including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually.   Payment by Pay-Pal will include a pro-
cessing fee.   

   Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service.  Current mem-
bers who have been receiving the newsletter via U.S. mail will be grandfathered and will continue to receive the 
newsletter via mail, however, the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually 

 

   Send payment to: SLTOA Treasurer 
      2 Hardith Hill Court 
      St Louis, MO 63119 
      Attn: Membership  

   OR, re-up via Pay Pal at https://sltoa.org/membership/  
 
  For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including mail and num-
ber and year/model of your Triumph or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you 
may have in your possession).  

  If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA membership director Creig Houghtaling:  

creig55@live.com  

See you at the next event! 
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SLTOA  Classifieds 

59 TR3A—Donor car with clear title and ID tags, four 
fenders, two bonnets, two trunk lids, frame, front apron 
assembly, complete drivetrain with extra transmission 
and differential,, plus all of the components from the 
disassembly of a complete car.  The steering wheel and 
instrument panel are very nice.  Asking $2000, contact 
Bill Anton at wda888@yahoo.com or (618)462-1843, in 
Alton. (Jun 25)  

71 TR6—Sienna, 
unmolested with very 
few modifications.  
Very well sorted car.  
Starts, runs, drives 
and stops as it 
should.  Newer wire 

wheels and tires.  Will send pictures and videos if you 
are interested.  I just don’t have the time to drive it. 
$16,500.  Darold Johnson (314)835-8522 or email da-
rold@dicejohnson.com (Mar 25).  

73 TR6—Started a 
frame-off restora-
tion, have decided 
to sell.  The frame 
has been rein-
forced, sand blast-
ed, sealed inside 
and out and finally 
painted. It’s a rolling 

chassis with the rear end and axles fully replaced with 
Richard Good custom parts. Same with the brake sys-
tem and suspension front and rear.  I have a brand new 
rebuilt transmission, a Toyota retrofit from upstate New 
York (I can get the name for you).  Multiple sets of 
carbs.  Probably $15k worth of stuff that I will let go for a 
significant discount. I won’t cut corners to put it together 
and simply don’t have the time anymore. It is a project 
that needs someone that will dedicate time to it. I have 
quite a bit invested and for someone who has the time 
to pick up where I left off, this would make a great pro-
ject and provide you a great head start.  Contact Dan 
Schmidt (314)323-1266 (Jan 24)  

74 TR6—My car for 
37 years, never re-
stored.  Mimosa 
yellow/brown, J-
Type overdrive, fac-
tory hardtop.  Price 
$12,400, located in 
St Louis.  Email 
Paul Cotner at 
tr6@pb-space.com, 
pictures and details 

at PB-Space.com. (October 2025). 

76 Spitfire 1500—Totally restored, body off frame, 
rebuilt from the ground up.  Everything replaced or re-
built.  Overdrive transmission, full stainless exhaust, 
engine rebuilt in UK spec with high compression flat top 

pistons, UK intake 
with dual HS-4 SU 
Carbs.  New Rob-
bins top, all new in-
terior and carpet and 
much more.  BRG 
with tan interior.  
Asking $14,500, 

contact :Steve Street at (314)846-2554 or 
smstreet@prodigy.net.  (Oct 23).  

80 TR7—Orange convert-
ible with Webers, alumi-
num radiator, Shelby 
wheels.  $5000 OBO, con-
tact Jesse Lowe at (636)
226-8082 (Mar 23) 

80 TR7—Have had it for 
about two to three years, 
acquired at auction.  The 
car has air conditioning 
and is in outstanding con-
dition with only 350 miles 
on the odometer.  Asking 

$15,500, have two other TR7s to work on (one with au-
to trans) but could possibly be talked into a package 
deal.  Klaus Lambert, (314)681-6765 (Oct 24). 

80 TR7—-Complete res-
toration project, Buick V-6 
with T5 manual transmis-
sion, have components to 
finish, $3500, in Potosi 
(CraigsList St Louis)(Mar 
26)  

For Sale—1965 TR4 en-
gine and transmission.  Engine comes with starter, gen-
erator, two Zenith-Stromberg carbs and manifold, ex-
haust manifold, distributor, valve train and valve cover, 
no fuel pump.  $950, contact Ed Stevens at (636)484-
3743 (Nov 24) 

Free to a Good Home—I 
have a transistorized ignition 
system that I acquired many 
years ago.  It is a Vellemen, 
made in Belgium, and was 
not a “cheapie” back then.  
I’m downsizing now, so it is 
available to most any mem-
ber for a “kind word.”  Elec-
tronic skill level #2 is re-
quired.  I thought it would be 

fun/interesting to build it for one of my older cars.  If a 
club member is interested, have them text me at (636)
209-7891—Karl Schmitt.   

For Sale– Wiring harness for an early AH Sprite, $100.  
Contact Karl Schmitt 
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Next 

Meeting 

21 April 2026 

 

9200 Olive Blvd,  

Olivette 

(314)991-9800 

 

Gather after 5 PM or 
thereabouts, quaf some 
ale and perhaps do the 

reel 

And Finally…. 

It goes without 
saying, it’s always 
important to have 
the right tools 


