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Calendar 

 

10 Aug 24—DATE CHANGE Targa De Soto II.  Meet at the Dierbergs parking lot in Wildwood 
at 10:00 AM, cars roll at 10:30 for an entertaining 40+ mile drive to De Soto and a group photo at the 
restored Texaco Station on Main Street.  Two options for lunch, we’ll discuss during the drivers 
meeting.   

20 Aug 24—SLTOA monthly meeting, DeReinzo’s, 1267 Jungermann Rd, St Peters.    

22 Aug 24—SLTOA dinner drive, to Johnny’s Hideout, 3367 High Ridge Blvd, High Ridge.  De-
tails to follow.   

12 Sept 24—VTR National Convention 2024, hosted by Indiana Triumph Cars at the Abe Martin Lodge, Brown 
County State Park, Nashville, Indiana.  Celebrating 50 years of “The Shape.”  Registration open now, register at 
https://indianatriumphcars.regfox.com/2024-triumph-register-national-convention.   

18-21 Sept 24—6-Pack Trials, in Corning, New York.  Events include participation in the British Car Day, 15 
September, in Bronte Creek Park, Oakville, Ontario, hosted by the Toronto Triumph Club.  Info/registration at 
https://6-pack.org/2024-trials/ and https://forums.6-pack.org/the-6-pack-forums/6-pack-club/trials/.  

20 Sept 24—Annual Pre-ABCCS BBQ, at Creve Coeur Lake Park, open to all who have pre-registered for Sat-
urday’s All British Car & Cycle Show.  Sponsored by It’s Alive Automotive, 5 PM-dark, open to all people who 
have pre-registered a car or motorcycle for the ABCCS. Burgers/brats/hot dogs with trimmings provided, please 
bring a chair and a side dish.   

21 Sept 24—42nd Annual All British Car & Cycle Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park.  Celebrating the 100th an-
niversary of MG, show field opens at 9 AM, awards at 3 PM.  Monitor https://allbritishcarshow.com.  

5-8 Oct 24—Vintage Triumphest 2025, in Buellton, California, celebrating the 70th anniversary of the TR3.  
Hosted by the Triumph Club Southern California, host hotel is the Santa Ynez Valley Marriot, 555 McMurray Rd, 
Buellton (805)688-1000.  Details to follow, monitor https://www.triumphclubsocal.com/.   

2 Aug 24—Memories Car Cruise, aka “The Zoo,” Faith Lutheran Church, 13001 Gravois, Sunset Hills, 4 PM-9 
PM.  Request participants bring canned goods for the church food pantry.  

2 Aug 24—Friday Nights at Sonic, I-44 and Lindbergh/Kirkwood, every Friday evening into October.   

3 Aug 24—Cars & Coffee/Sunrise Church, 7116 Twin Chimneys Blvd, O’Fallon, Missouri, 8-10 AM.   

4 Aug 24—MGCStL Pre-Dawn Rally.  Meet at the BP station out by the Chesterfield outlets, 18403 Convenience 
Way, Chesterfield, at 5 AM.  First car out at 5:30 AM, nice drive ending at The Original Pancake House in Ches-
terfield.  

4 Aug 24—Annual August Fest und Homecoming Car Show, Scheve Park, Mascoutah.  Registration $20, 8 
AM to 12 noon, all cars must be in place from noon until 4 PM.  No newer cars than 1993, no coolers, food or 
drinks brought on park grounds.  Make all checks payable to Mascoutah Homecoming; for information or to regis-
ter, contact Steve Heizer, 917 W Poplar St, Mascoutah, IL 62258, cell (618)570-8639, leave a message.  

10 Aug 24—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Drive to Cedar Lake Cellars, Wright City.  Meet time 9:30 
AM, other details to follow, monitor https://www.jagstl.com.    

10 Aug 24—Cars & Coffee/Fast Lane Classic Cars, 427 Little Hills Industrial Blvd, St Charles, 8-10 AM.   

17 Aug 24—Cars & Coffee/Amp Up, 13901 Manchester Rd, 8-11 AM.   

22 Aug 24—MG Club of St Louis Ice Cream British Invasion, Silky’s Frozen Custard, 2810 Olive Blvd, St Louis, 
7 PM.  

24 Aug 24—St Louis Region SCCA  Rally School No. 4, will begin and end at Sunset Overlook on Bluff Road in 
Columbia, Illinois.  Check in after 2:30 PM, attend a school with Q&A at 3:15, 4:01 PM start for car number one.  
The on-the-road session will run approximately two hours.  For more information and to register, call up http://
msreg.com/STLRallySchool-4.  

29 Aug 24—MGCStL RUBCO, Silver Pancake House, 9983 Manchester Rd, 9-11 AM.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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1 Sept 24—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No 6, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30, $50 for 
six runs.  For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

1 Sept 24—Heartland All British Car & Cycle Meet, hosted by the Kansas City Triumphs Sports Car Club at 
the Merriam Marketplace, Merriam, Kansas, 8 AM-2 PM.  Info/details at https://www.heartlandallbritish.com/
index.html, SLTOA has several members planning to participate.  

8 Sept 24—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross/Solo II Event 6, Family Arena.  Event fee $55, plus a $15 week-
end membership for non-SCCA members.  For more information or to register, call up https://www.stlscca.org/
autocross/.  

https://indianatriumphcars.regfox.com/2024-vintage-triumph-register-national-convention 
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SLP 

SweatFest ‘24—16 July  

  Holy cow, in the words 
of Louis XIV, “Après 
moi, le deluge.”  Fortu-
nately, by the time of our 
annual SweatFest gath-
ering – this year at 
Schroeder Park in Man-
chester – the rains had 
passed, although obvi-
ously the Missouri, Mis-
sissippi and Meramec 
were all still quite high 
and a number of roads 
in the region remained 
closed due to high wa-
ter.  Bonnie David said 

she and Jack recorded 3.2 inches of rain in 24 hours in 
St Peters.  

   We had a good group of 19 show up for the gathering, 
enjoying food provided by the club.  The usual small 
talk/catch-up discussions took place around the pavilion, 
including stories of member Rod Francis’ experiences 
with his Porsche Carrera at the 14 July Boeing Sports 
Car Club autocross (“Welcome to oversteer”).  Several 
autocross spin stories followed, along with discussions 
of the “I need to bolt on a bigger sway bar” variety.  

    President Dave Pollard called the meeting to order at 
7:04 PM and immediately issued an Executive Order: 
Puhleeeeze everyone take home soda, sandwiches, 
chips, pickles, etc.  “Grab some food!”  He then intro-
duced new member Jim Conley, new owner of a 1960 
TR3.  Jim said he purchased the car through a recent 
Hagerty auction and hadn’t taken possession yet; the 
TR was in Stockton, California.  

Events  

    First up, planned (for a couple of months now) Targa 
de Soto drive, set up by the editor.  After discussion, 
everyone settled on Saturday, 27 July for the event (Ed 
Note: subsequently moved to Saturday 3 August due to 
a scheduling conflict.  See the calendar for details).   

   The question followed on an event for August, either a 
Time-Speed-Distance (TSD) rally or a dinner drive.   

• Concerning the TSD and in response to an earlier 
question, Creig Houghtaling said he checked and 
confirmed our VTR insurance covers rallies, since 
“…they’re done at normal speed.”  

   Karl then took the floor in favor of a weeknight dinner 
drive, recommending a Tuesday or Thursday event as 
those are typically slow nights at most restaurants. 

• Option one was Trattoria Giuseppe’s in Imperial.  
Option two was Johnny’s, on old High Ridge Boule-
vard in (surprise!) High Ridge.   

• Karl noted he went by Johnny’s the other night and 
there were something like 300 bikes parked out-
side (Jesse: “Were they new bikes or real bikes?”   
YFE: “I could pull one of the plug wires on my TR8.  
That way the car would sound like a Harley.”  
Dave: “Is this one of those places where you need 
a gun?  Rsp: “if you don’t have a gun, they’ll pro-
vide one”).  

• Excellent food, figure on diner at 6 PM and every-
one home before full dark.  

• After discussion, Creig scheduled the drive for 
Thursday, 22 August.     

   The club still needs a venue for August’s regular 
meeting, on the 20

th
.   

(Continued on page 5) 

Noted prognosticator and “Sun 
King” Louis XIV.    
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• Someone asked if Parrott’s Bar & Grill was still 
open in St Charles (NOTE: It is).  It’s Jimmy Buffett-
themed, could serve as our regular St Charles 
County meeting location.  

• Stephen Paur previously said he’d check out possi-
ble post-Culpepper’s locations in St Charles, more 
to follow.  A new restaurant/dive could serve as the 
location for September’s meeting.  

• Prez David said he’d check out getting the meeting 
room at 4 Hands in Chesterfield.   

    Speaking of SLP, he’s continuing preparations for the 
drive to Kansas City and participation in the Kansas City 
Triumphs Sports Car Club Heartland show, Labor Day 
weekend.  We may have a group make the drive for the 
show, more to follow.  

   Creig mentioned a caravan to VTR National in Nash-
ville, Indiana, 8-12 September.  Dave Massey men-
tioned the Cummins factory tour was early Monday so 
the group should probably head over Sunday.   

• Several from the club are planning on attending 
VTR 

   The editor ran down the list of other upcoming events, 
including the two autocross series, the Faith Church 
“zoo,” Friday nights at the Sonic in Kirkwood, Tri-
umphest and 6Pack.   

New Business 

   Dave mentioned all members who participated in the 
South Central meet received new club nametags.  He’s 
looking at getting nametags made for all members.  

   In addition, he’s looking at using some of the club’s 
available funds for outreach efforts, ie, signs, window 
stickers, business cards, etc.  Input from membership 
on the topic is welcome.  

   As the club finished the event with nine leftover 
awards plaques, John Willerton is working up thank you 
letters for the sponsors.  They’ll also get SoCen plaques 
in thanks for their support.  

   Karl announced he had a friend looking to sell his ’46 
or ’49 Willys Jeep, needs some mechanical work.  

SweatFest (Continued from page 4)    Karl also mentioned new member Jim Conley; turns 
out they were both in the US Air Force’s Strategic Air 
Command at roughly the same time and got married 
about the same time.  “Our tankers refueled his wing’s B
-52s, enabling them to do 24-hour missions.”   

Treasurer 

    Michele Ammond announced she had moved $2000 
from the events account to the general account, as part 
of the transition to a single account.  As a result, the 
events account has $325.96 while the general now has 
$5428.28.   

• We currently have a $2000 check out to “Marvin the 
Plaque Guy.”  He said he hasn’t received it yet, 
Michele may cancel the check and hand-deliver a 
replacement check.  

• Once the events account is closed, we’ll have about 
$5700 in the single account, we can use a portion 
for outreach efforts.  

    Prez Dave noted that as a non-profit, we can use the 
pavilion at Schroeder Park weeknights for free.  Week-
end gatherings would cost $60, $20 below the standard 
rate.  

   The meeting concluded at 7:55, following the monthly 
member update on their works in progress.  

New member Jim Conley showed up in one of his Buick Reat-
ta’s, which attracted a fair amount of attention.  Something of a 
wedge shape, two seats, sure, why not?   

Webmaster Sam’s been at it again, coming up with this 
design for the Ammonds, featuring the official mammal 
of SLTOA (the possum) and, of course, their Mercedes
-Benz.   
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Backwards Glance: The Wedge Arrives 

   As all Triumph faithful know, fall brings the annual Vin-
tage Triumph Register national gathering.  This year’s 
event will take place in Nashville, Indiana, south of Indi-
anapolis, about 265 miles east of here.  The host club, 
Indiana Triumph Club, chose a theme celebrating the 
50

th
 anniversary of the TR7 going into production at Tri-

umph’s Speke, Liverpool plant.   

   Hard to believe it’s been 50 years since “The Shape” 
made its public debut, isn’t it?  Appropriately, The 
Wedge Owners Association has put out the call for TR7 
and TR8 owners everywhere to converge on VTR in 
Nashville, with the intent of putting 100 wedges on dis-
play.  Per TWOA, the event will include special displays, 
a retrospective on the late lead designer, Harris Mann, 
and a display of the 1979 SCCA D Production champion 
Huffaker TR7.  Should be quite a gathering and quite a 
celebration of five decades of “The Wedge.”   

  

Development  

   At the time of the 1968 merger of Leyland Motors and 
British Motor Corporation, forming BLMC, both Triumph 
and MG were working up design proposals for the re-
placement of the TR6 and MGB.  Triumph’s design, de-
veloped under the project title “Bullet,” was a conven-
tional front-engine/rear-wheel-drive two-seater 
(interestingly enough, the front of the proposal strongly 
resembled that of VW-Porsche’s 914, also in develop-
ment).  With the car, Triumph intended to preserve and 
advance British sportscardom while also offering up 
strong, modern competition to the 914 and Datsun’s up-
coming 240Z.    

   Work on the “Bullet” commenced in 1969.  In late 
1970, Triumph Manager of Central Product Planning 
Mike Carver and Triumph Chief Engineer Charles Spen-
cer “Spen” King made a trip to the states and talked to 
Triumph dealers about what they’d like to see in the new 
car.  The response was pretty much universal: stick with 
the front-engine/rear-drive design for reliability and fun to 
drive reasons.   BLMC management authorized contin-
ued development in 1971, with planned introduction of 
the new car in 1975 (as an aside, BLMC management 
also considered offering a badge-engineered version of 

the new vehicle as a replacement for the MGB, but that 
proposal never came to fruition).   

   Perhaps most importantly, Austin’s Harris Mann was 
detailed to come up with new styling for the car – now 
designated the TR7 – taking it upmarket, at least in ap-
pearance.  His wedge design proved controversial, to 
say the least.  On one hand, as stated by automotive 
writer John Webber,  

   Their new package featured many of the right 
elements: relative simplicity, a front engine in a 
sturdy monocoque, a roomy cockpit, rear-wheel 
drive, a solid rear axle and proven corporate com-
ponents…Despite these advantages, designers 
launching a sporty new model for American roads 
in the early 1970s were shooting at a moving tar-
get.” 

   AROnline’s Keith Adams summarized the visual impact 
of the TR7:   

   It is easy to take cheap shots at the styling of the 
Triumph TR7, but alongside the Leyland Princess, 
it certainly showed that BLMC were keen on pro-
ducing interestingly styled – bold – designs.  It is 
just a shame that other factors conspired to play 
against the success of these cars before they had 
a chance to establish themselves on the market.  

   The car offered a two liter, single overhead cam four, 
backed by a four-speed transmission from the Morris 
Marina and a live rear axle. The engine, fitted with two 
Strombergs, produced 90 bhp; TR7s sold in England had 
SU carbs and generated 105 bhp, while California mar-
ket cars with a single Stromberg produced only78 bhp.   

(Continued on page 7) 

Bullet prototype (photo via AROnline)  

Mann’s sketches for the TR7 (photos via AROnline)  
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Iconic 

    Above and beyond the instantly controversial wedge 
styling, the new TR7 incorporated several other design 
and build features which drew fire.  Most were driven 
by existing or planned (threatened?) new safety laws in 
the US and included unibody construction with front 
subframe, vice the traditional body-on-frame design.  
The car had substantial front and rear black bumpers, 
designed to meet the US’s 5 mph bumper mandate.   

   The biggest heresy?  Probably the hardtop…real Brit-
ish sports cars were convertibles/DHCs, right?  Dealers 
in the US particularly focused on the fixed top but 
again, Triumph was putting a new car in the show-
rooms in the face of US safety regulations.  During this 
period, all indications were the US Department of 
Transportation would issue rollover standards for all 
new cars, which resulted in the killing of convertibles for 
a few years in favor of sunroofs and T-tops (anyone 
remember the ’76 Cadillac Eldorado?  Cadillac sold a 
bunch of them under the advertising theme of “the last-
ever American convertible).   

   Despite all these issues and the pre-production con-
cerns about the TR7’s design, Triumph pressed on.  
The first TR7s came off the line at the Speke plant in 
September 1974.  The US debut took place at the 1975 
Chicago Auto Show, held at McCormick Place over-
looking Lake Michigan, 22 February-2 March.  Triumph 
generated additional strong interest in the new car 
through an excellent ad campaign which encouraged 
sportscar aficionados to buy into “The Shape of Things 
to Come.”   

 

Initial Reviews and Sales 

    Car & Driver magazine presented its road test and 
initial commentary in the magazine’s April 1975 edition.  
Pat Beddard stated,   

    It has a pointy nose where others were blunt; 
its silhouette is a wedge instead of the block 
shape of past models; it is wide where the others 
were narrow; an air-tight coupe where its prede-
cessors were drafty convertibles; and most sig-
nificantly, its ride quality and interior appoint-
ments are accommodating – almost luxurious – 

The Wedge (Continued from page 6) where the others were rude.  This TR7 is unlike 
anything you would expect of Triumph – or of any 
British sports car, for that matter.   

   Bedard added if the engineering department worked on 
a couple of issues—particularly the effectiveness of the 
front disc/rear drum brakes and engine vibrations—the 
car would “be a hit.”   

   Road & Track followed up in May 1975 with its own ex-
tensive road test.  The magazine noted the car’s $5100 
base price; their test TR7 included the optional air condi-
tioning ($425) and an AM/FM stereo/8-track ($200); throw 
in dealer prep and the total price out the door came in at 
$5725.  The tester’s complemented the car’s solid struc-
ture and its handling prowess, along with the roomy interi-
or, comfortable seats and well-positioned pedals:  

    Here is where the TR-7 is miles ahead of any 
Triumph sports car ever built.  Generally it has a 
taut, all-of-a-piece feel that gives the driver confi-
dence, and this is backed up by a lot of cornering 
power and good response characteristics.  The 

(Continued on page 8) 

Triumph’s TR7 stand at the 1975 Chicago Auto Show (photo 
via Ran When Parked) 

Road & Track, May 1975.  
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rack-and-pinion steering isn’t terribly quick for a 
sports car, but it is delightfully precise… 

    In June 1976, R&T compared the TR7 against the 
Triumph Spitfire, MG Midget, MGB, Fiat 124 Spider and 
Fiat X1/9.  The editors summarized:  

   The TR7 presents a complete break from the past. 
Though based on an existing sedan series – as sports 
cars usually are – it is a new car for all practical purpos-
es that draws on contemporary engineering practice to 
combine its performance and handling with a high de-
gree of comfort.  It’s the only car in the group without a 
removable top.  But British Leyland will remedy that situ-
ation later in the year by offering a large sunroof similar 
to the Renault 17 Gordini coupe/convertible design. 

   They added the TR7 served as proof that despite labor 
and reported quality issues, “British Leyland can design 
modern sports cars when it wants to.”   The Wedge 
placed first in engine, controls, instrumentation, ventila-
tion and, interestingly enough, ease of top removal and 
installation, based on the pending production of the sun-
roof.   As for styling, “The Triumph’s strange and stubby 
appearance sort of grows on you after a while but one of 
the  staff wags summed it up best when he said the TR7 
looks like an X1/9 with a bad case of mumps.”  

The Wedge (Continued from page 7)    Conversely, they described the interior as “spacious 
and luxurious.”  The TR7 offered good handling (with a 
definite tendency toward understeer), precise steering 
and a “well controlled” ride.  In the end, the R&T editors 
and evaluators ranked the X1/9 first with 1371 out of a 
possible 1600 points; the TR7 placed second, with 1247:   

Even though it blazes no new trails in the evolu-
tion of the sports car, we think Triumph has done 
a generally nice job with the TR7.  The handling-
ride-braking combination is most pleasing, it’s rea-
sonably light and economical of fuel, it’s an excep-
tionally comfortable car with a wide, deep and 
regularly shaped trunk, and it’s entertaining to 
drive.  You couldn’t ask for much more than that.   

   Wedges quickly took to the track.  According to Racing 
Sports Cars, Canadians Rod Bremner and Don 
McKnight entered a TR7 in the 18 March 1978 Sebring 
12-hour race (officially the “Twelve Hours of Sebring In-
ternational Grand Prix of Endurance for the Camel GT 
Challenge”)(phew!), but DNF’d due to mechanical fail-
ure.  At the 2 April 1978 six-hour race at Talladega, the 
DNF’d due to an accident.  Bremner finally finished a 
race at the 19 August 1978 event at Mosport, placing 
18

th
.   

   More successful was the Joe Huffaker-prepared TR7 
driven by Lee Mueller in SCCA regionals and nationals 
in 1979.  Mueller capped the season by taking D Pro-
duction championship at the SCCA Runoffs at Road At-
lanta.  The car along with the Huffaker TR8 subsequent-
ly passed to Curt Johnston and regularly run in vintage 
events, including the annual Kastner Cup championship.  
As mentioned previously, the DP TR7 is scheduled to 
appear at next month’s VTR national.  

 

(Continued on page 9) 

Photo above via Sportscarla.  Photo below via AROnline.   

Rod Bremner at Mosport in August 1968 (photo by Ron 
Kielbiski via Racing Sports Cars).   

Curt Johnston in his Huffaker-built TR7, 1979 SCCA D Pro-
duction champion (photo via Friends of Triumph). 
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Problems, Problems… 

    Per Keith Adams, BLMC fully intended to get the TR7 
into US showrooms in 1975.  He added, “…and, be-
cause the US market was so important to British Ley-
land, the usual process of final testing and honing was 
dropped in order to get the car on sale as early as possi-
ble.”  This proved to be a near-fatal error on the part of 
corporate management, as the cars sold in the United 
States pretty consistently suffered from a number of 
quality and mechanical issues, including failing timing 
chains, oil pumps and water pumps, head gasket issues 
which resulted in overheating and a number of electronic 
gremlins.  Warranty costs to Triumph quickly escalated. 

   In October 1976 workers at the Speke plant went on 
strike; according to Adams, the last TR7s that came off 
the line at the troubled plant suffered “…from indifferent 
build quality.”  BLMC management wound up closing the 
Speke plant in May 1978 and transferred tooling and 
production to the Canley plant near Coventry.  Full pro-
duction didn’t resume until October 1978; in the mean-
time, Wedge sales took a massive hit.   

   Adding to the festivities, BLMC CEO Michael Ed-
wardes ordered an end to further development of the 
TR7—save for the upcoming TR8 variant and the pro-
duction of convertibles in mid-1979—in order to focus 
the corporation’s efforts on other vehicles.  However, on 
the plus side, the Canley cars received the Rover five-
speed transmission, along with a number of already 
planned improvements to the TR7’s electrics, instrumen-
tation and cooling system. In addition, in 1979 Triumph 
started production of convertibles.   

   In August 1980, production at the Canley plant ended 
and shifted to the Solihull factory, south of Birmingham, 
where the TR7 was produced alongside the Rover SD1.  
The following May, BLMC announced plans to close the 
Solihull plant and, by association, end production of both 
the TR7 and TR8.  The last TR7 rolled off the line at 
Solihull in October 1981.  

   Backing up a bit, the writer of the May 1975 Road & 
Track test of the TR7 described the car as  

   …only the first of several new sports cars we’ll 
see over the next three years…in the future there 
will be several variations on this basic car as well 

The Wedge (Continued from page 8) as a new Jaguar sports coupe and, we hear, 
something new carrying the MG nameplate.  But 
for now, the TR-7 is the news from England and it 
probably shows the direction we can expect all 
BL’s new sports cars to go. 

   Obviously, it wasn’t meant to be.  The Triumph TR7 
and TR8 constituted the end of the line for the proud 
British brand and its sports cars.  BLMC continued sales 
of Triumph sedans/saloons in the guise of the Acclaim, a 
badge-engineered variant of the Honda Ballade/Civic, 
through 1984, but it just wasn’t the same.   

   Thus ended the troubled and controversial but ground-
breaking TR7.  Despite all the controversy and ups and 
downs, Triumph sold more TR7s than any other model, 
numbering 112,368 hardtops and 28,864 convertibles, 
for a total of 141,728 cars  Roughly half of them sold in 
the US.   

   Nearly fifty years on, TR7s are popular and serve as 
an economical way of getting into the LBC hobby.  
They’ve also proven popular with owners who like to do 
engine conversions, replacing the original four-banger 
with a V6 or V8.  A prime example is Creig Houghtaling’s 
TR7/V8; make sure you take a close look at the car at 
the next All British Car & Cycle Show.    

 

Sources: Bill Piggott, Triumph TR2 TR3 TR4 TR5 TR6 
TR7 (Minneapolis: Motorbooks, 2009); “Triumph TR-7 – 
A New Direction For British Sports Cars,” Road & Track, 
May 1975; “The Affordables,” Road & Track, June 1978; 
Racing Sports Cars, www.racingsportscars.com; John 
Webber, “The Last Waltz,” Classic Motorsports, July 
2008; Keith Adams, “The Cars: Triumph TR7: Last throw 
of the dice,” AROnline, 8 February 2024; Patrick Bedard, 
“Road Test: Triumph TR7,” Car & Driver, April 1975; 
Tom Stahler, “Mother Mueller: Two generations,” The 
Classic Cars.com Journal, 10 July 2020.  

Photo via Hemmings. 

TR7 Specials 

  Triumph offered a number of “limited edition” TR7s 
over the years.  According to Bill Piggott, “In most cases 
limited editions amounted to little more than cosmetic 
fripperies such as adding stripes and badges and throw-
ing in some free items of what was usually extra-cost 
optional equipment.”  Four went to the US market while 
two sold in the UK.  They were:  

Southern Skies—On sale in 1976. The cars featured 
a sliding glass sunroof, twin side stripes and “Southern 
Skies” lettering towards the rear of the car, plus a sun/
crescent moon decal behind the wheel arch.  It was only 
sold only in the southeastern United States 

Victory—Also 1976, they offered a black vinyl roof and 
white “spoker” wheels (normally found on trucks, 4WDs 
and trailers).  Again, Piggott: “These were unique to the 
car, which was just as well, as before long a number 
developed cracks and even total spoke failure.”   

 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Other Wedges... 

30th Anniversary—The first con-
vertible special edition, built at Can-
ley in 1979 for the US market.  What 
Triumph was celebrating about the 
year 1949, no one seems to know 
(the Roadster went on sale in 1946), 
but the car featured pinstriping, pol-
ished aluminum wheel trim rings, 
stereo radio/cassette, front fog 
lamps, luggage rack, cocoa floor 
mats and a padded black leather 
steering wheel.  

Spider—Produced by Canley in 
1980.  Black with red lettering and 
trim, including “Spider” labeling in 
front of the rear wheels, came with a 
stereo/cassette player and standard 
air conditioning, along with an up-
graded, somewhat more luxurious 
interior.  

TR7 Special Editions (Continued from page 9) 

Mike Bakalor’s Southern Skies TR7 

TVR 280 (photo via AutoData1) Aston Martin Bulldog (photo via Autoweek 

Shadow Mk1 (photo via AutoSports Ltd) Monogram TR7.  These kits are currently running at about 
$120 on eBay.   
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Welcome New Members! 

Adam Dickinson  

1976 TR7 FHC 

Collinsville 

 

Jim Conley  

1960 TR3 

Ballwin 

 

   As mentioned elsewhere this is-
sue, Karl Schmitt introduced new 
member Jim Conley.  Per Karl, “I’m 
tickled pink tonight!  The new gen-
tleman who joined our club is four 
months older than me, I’m no longer 
the oldest in the club!  We were 
both in the Air Force, both in Strate-
gic Air Command, flew Chrome 

Dome missions (NOTE: 24-hour airborne bomber alert) 
and we got married about the same time.   

  For the record, Kim served with the 11
th
 Bombardment 

Wing at Altus AFB, Oklahoma.  Karl served at Forbes 
AFB, Topeka, Kansas, with the 90

th
 Air Refueling 

Squadron/40
th
 Bombardment Wing; Bunker Hill AFB, 

Peru, Indiana, 68
th
 AREFS/305

th
 BW; and that garden 

spot of Canada’s Northwest Territories, Frobisher Bay.   

TR Tech 

The Dreaded TR7 Bumper Droop 

By Jim Doran, Georgia Triumph Association 

   Last year when 
Tom Brand’s Duluth 
International Auto 
Service was in-
stalling a new set of 
tires on my 1980 
TR7 and performing 
a front-end align-
ment, Tom men-
tioned my bumper 
droop.  At the time, 
I mentally acknowl-
edged something 
that I had already 
noticed: my front 
bumper, like all 
TR7s, was droop-
ing.  It took me a 
while, but I finally 
ordered the fix from 
TWS (formerly The 
Wedge Shop).   

   The issue in-
volved the two 
brackets used at the 
factory to mount the 
front bumper to the 
car.  The brackets 
consist of two steel 
plates with a rubber 
compound bonded 
between the plates.  

Bumpers for the couples (FHC) were mounted directly 
to the car while the convertibles (DHC) were mounted 
directly utilizing the aforementioned mounting plates.  
There was a concern the DHC might exhibit cowl shake 
so these flexible mounts were used along with weights 
at the corner of each bumper, typical British over engi-
neering.  

   Turns w]\out that with strengthened sills, the DHC was 
more solid than expected though not as solid as the 
FHC.   So, that left the bonded rubber to separate from 
the mounting plates over time and the result was the 
droop.  The fix was a mounting bracket replacement 
made from black marine grade UHMW polyethylene. 

   The job took a couple of hours and $100 in parts, so a 
nice little improvement, at least cosmetically, and anoth-
er job off the check list.   
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Admit It, You Want This Car 

BSCC Autocross Series—Events 4 and 5 

Event 4  

Driver  Car  Class  Overall  Indexed 
       Finish      Time  

Massey  80 TR8  E Stock       35  53.340 

Houghtaling 77 TR7  Extreme B      43  57.413 

Francis  09 Porsche CS       49  70.169 

 

Event 5 

Houghtaling 77 TR7  Extreme B      43  64.380 

Dickinson 76 TR7  HS       44  76.938 

Morgan  80 TR8  ES     DNF  

SRRT Standings 

Total events: 4 

Massey    30 

Cook    18 

Houghtaling   27 

Dickinson     9 

Morgan      8 

Pollard      7 

Next event: 1 September 

Slow Roller Racing Team 

Results 

Event 4—14 July 2024 

Event 5—28 Jul 2024 

Family Arena  

Summary—Creig Houghtaling not only sold a TR7 to new member Adam 
Dickinson, he helped get the car running properly and convinced Adam to 
take a spin at the 28 July Boeing Sports Car Club autocross at Fami-
ly :Arena.  Pretty cool seeing three Wedges lined up in the event staging 
area, two of them hardtops.   

   All in all, good weather prevailed and everyone who competed had a great 
time.  As always, SLTOA members are welcome to come on out and cheer 
on the home team and go for a ride-along!   

   Sport model Austin, anyone?  Here’s another rare 
opportunity from Barn Finds which popped up a couple 
of months ago: a 1952 Austin A40 Sports.   

   Chief among its features is an aluminum body; per 
Barn Finds the car, up for sale in Fresno, California, 
resulted from Austin Chairman Leonard Lord got a good 
look at an aluminum-bodied Jensen, like what he saw 

and “…approached Jensen about designing a vehicle 
that would be based on their A40 chassis. The finished 
product is unique but similar to the larger Jensen that 
inspired its creation.”  

   With just over 4,000 examples built, these don’t 
come up for sale often. The example being offered 
here is a field find that has been parked for the 
past 40 years. The previous owner thankfully re-
moved all the important parts and stashed them 
inside their barn before parking the car outside. 

   The seller acquired the car from the estate of 
mechanic/racer Jack Heinrich, brought it home, disas-
sembled everything and stored the car and its compo-
nents in his barn, where it sat over the last 40 years.  

   Based on the A40 Devon, these cars had the same 
Austin 1.2L four, albeit fitted with twin-SUs, which boost-
ed horsepower to a thundering 46 bhp.  The seller noted 
the interior was in particularly bad shape and there was 
some rust in the frame and the floors of the car.    Yeah, 
it’s unique.  How would you like to drive up to ABCCS in 
September in this snappy little sportster?  
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Cars & Coffee/Amp Up—20 July 2024 
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They’re All Works In Progress 

Best of CraigsList 

Dave Massey—With the TR8, got MegaSquirt figured 
out, got auto tune working.  I’m looking at using an LS1 
coil.  Concerning the TR6, the radiator sprung a leak, 
I’ve installed a new aluminum radiator but the thermo-
stat sucks soooo, am designing a replacement.  Dave 
followed up with a brief presentation on how you can 
use MegaSquirt and your computer, “thankfully there’s 
a computer program so you can make adjustments on 
the fly.”  

Sam Sheppard—My current project involves clean-
ing out the garage.  I’ll be going to school in the fall.  

David Yannayon—Successes this week.  Have We-
ber TGVs on the TR6, couldn’t get them to work.  I 
called and talked to a guy at a manifold shop, he asked 
questions and determined the float levels were too 
high.  He gave me info on setting the floats and it 
worked, I was shocked.  The car had never started 
well, it coughed and spit, no more.  It’s like new.  

David Pollard—I took the TR6 to Carriage Motors, 
Mark Trabacz’s business. He had put in a new exhaust 
system, adjusted it and now the car sounds a lot better.  
As for the TR3, I’m finally putting it back together, hope 
to have it ready for the All British Car & Cycle Show.   

Creig Houghtaling—Craig Ingraham crunched his 
tail pipe, took it down to Mark’s to get it fixed.  I sold a 
TR7 to a guy in Illinois (NOTE: new member Adam 
Dickinson), it wasn’t running.  I went over there, we 
found one choke cable had slipped; one choke was 
fully open, the other was closed.  That’s why it didn’t 
run well.   

Karl Schmitt—I have a TR6, it was in the yard for 
about 40 years.  Pulled the engine, the head’s salvage-
able but the rocker arms, other components are trash.  
The editor published the info with photos last month.  I 
opened the bottom, the crankshaft was filthy but it 
looked good.  Two connecting rod bolts were inaccessi-
ble, I had to use a grinder and torch to get them out.  

Jesse Lowe—Nothing new.  

Jim Conley—Besides the TR3, I own a 1938 Cadillac, 
1941 Cadillac, two Buick Skylarks with the aluminum 
V8, a Buick Riviera, 1962 Chevrolet C10 pickup and two 
Buick Reattas.  All are running, save for the Riviera.  

Chris Kresser—I made the mistake of crawling under 
the green TR3 and found something that made me feel 
uncomfortable with the transmission mount: it’s probably 
rubbing against the transmission.  Typical TR3, I had to 
clear out the interior to get to it.  Otherwise, we were 
busy with TRA; took the red TR3, opened the bonnet for 
the judges and the two air cleaners weren’t there!   

Rich Etz—I haven’t done anything on the Triumph.  
Concerning the 1998 Ford Ranger, the Overland Park 
Police recovered it.  I’m now hunting junkyards for a re-
placement bumper.  My 1968 Corvette had been sitting 
for some time, took it out and the brake pedal went to 
the floor.  I swapped out master cylinders, adjusted the 
shaft between master and the brake booster.  I drove 
the ‘Vette to a car cruise in Fenton last month, after a 
couple of hours the pedal went to the floor but I man-
aged to get the car home.  I did some research, found 
out I hadn’t bought original master cylinders but a gener-
ic master.  I wound up going to a Corvette supplier for a 
repro cylinder.   

Joe Ammond—The Charger was okay, but it’s leaking 
from the oil pan gasket.  The pan looks like it was beat-
en with a hammer, I had to buy a new one.   

YFE—Am in contact with Ted Schumaker of TS Import-
ed Automotive in Pandora, Ohio, he’s looking for a 
spare rebuilt TR7 vacuum booster that’ll suffice until I 
get the TR8 booster rebuilt and reinstalled.  In the 
meantime, am limiting driving of the car, save for auto-
crosses and club drives…the car stops, but it’s like driv-
ing a vehicle with four-wheel drum brakes.   

62 TR4—I purchased this from a RMVR (Colorado) back in 2015 and 
have really enjoyed the opportunity to run here in the PNW with SOV-
REN.  Since its purchase, I've completed a significant amount of up-
grades and modifications to make it a better, and 'safer' race car.  Cur-
rently, it houses a new engine (Jeff Quick build) with 89 mm pistons and 
liners and Weber 45 DCOE carburetors.  I've also installed a Quaife dog 
box transmission from another RMVR racer.  I've done the Southwick 
rear axle conversion, lots of suspension upgrades, Quaife LSD, VTO 
wheels, MSD box, aluminum rotors, Datsun finned rear brake drums, 
Kirkey race seat, and more.  I will also include a set of race SU H6 carbu-
retors with a custom header.  I have a correct front bonnet for the car.  
Should I still have it this winter, I will do the body work in which a new price will reflect.  Car is located in Bellingham, 
WA (100 mile north of Seattle). $17,500.  The car is ready to race but will need new tires after one more event.  
Please note that this is a race car. Yes, it has a WA State Collector license plate, but it is not a street car.  More pho-
tos upon request, email 99afd61305c2384d9fb466e7898834fd@sale.craigslist.org, $17,500 (CraigsList) (Aug 24)  



 

15 

https://heartlandallbritish.com  
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Online registration at  

https://allbritishcarshow.com/registration/  
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Become a VTR Member 
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits.  A national club of Triumph enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you 

as a member.  Affiliate club membership is not automatic membership with VTR. 
 

Some of the benefits: The Vintage Triumph magazine, our award-winning, bi-monthly color publication.  

VTR National convention 

Access to a large number of local clubs 

Website with reference material and members-only sections 

Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B 

Factory trace documents on other Triumph models no longer available 

Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org 
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Announcing: It’s Alive Automotive all British Car Sale! 
   It’s Alive Automotive is a full-service restoration facility based in St Louis, Missouri.  We have been in 
business since 2015 and specialize in British sports cars.  As well as restoration, we service and sell all 
makes and models of classic and special interest cars.   
   Over the years, we have accumulated many project cars.  Most of these are British sports cars.  We are 
now needing room and have decided to offer some of these cars for sale.  We have five Triumph TR6s and 
a good running Triumph Spitfire with factory overdrive and hardtop.  Please see the photos, call for infor-
mation or better yet, stop by and see what we have! 

 
John Sherman, It’s Alive Automotive  

(314)710-6600 
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Membership Information 
 

We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners 
or, for members, use this page to renew your membership in the St  Louis Triumph 
Owners Association.  An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers 
your membership through the calendar year.   

    

 

   As a member, you will receive the SLTOA monthly newsletter Exhaust Notes, which includes:  

• Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past 

• Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events 

• Technical tips and tech sessions.  

• Feature articles on Triumph vehicles, personalities and competition history 

• For sale/want ads, free to members of SLTOA 

   You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:  

• SLTOA touring drives 

• Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third  Tuesday at selected area restaurants 

• Local, regional and national British car shows and conventions 

• The SLTOA Annual Picnic meeting 

• The annual SLTOA Holiday Party at a club-subsidized rate 

• The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for 
quick communications with other SLTOA members 

   You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available follow-
ing the close of the annual membership drive. 

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.  

 

Join or renew your SLTOA membership today! 

   Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings or by using the PayPal option on the club web page.  Dues 
including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually.   Payment by Pay-Pal will include a pro-
cessing fee.   

   Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service.  Current mem-
bers who have been receiving the newsletter via U.S. mail will be grandfathered and will continue to receive the 
newsletter via mail, however, the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually 

 

   Send payment to: SLTOA Treasurer 
      4200 Weatherton Pl 
      St Charles,  
      Missouri   63304 
      Attn: Membership  
 
  For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including mail and num-
ber and year/model of your Triumph or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you 
may have in your possession).  

  If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Michele Ammond:  

chele@ammond.org 

See you at the next event! 
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SLTOA  Classifieds 

SLTOA’s on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/home.php  
Group_134416339926824@ap =1 

59 TR3A—Donor car with clear title and ID tags, four fend-
ers, two bonnets, two trunk lids, frame,, front apron assembly, 
complete drivetrain with extra transmission and differential, 
plus all of the components from the disassembly of a complete 
car.  The steering wheel and instrument panel are very nice.  
Asking $3000, contact Bill Anton at (618)462-1483 or 
wda888@yahoo.com, in Alton (Jan 24)  

68 Spitfire MkIII—Owned 
20 years, multiple upgrades 
and improvements, have ex-
tras including a hardtop, ton-
neau cover and much more.  
Can provide a full list of im-
provements if requested.  In 
the Eureka vicinity, asking 

$11,000 OBO. Contact Jerry Ochonicky at (636)938-9570 or 
jsochonicky@gmail.com for photos and more information (Nov 
23)  

68 Vitesse—Rebuilt origi-
nal engine mate to a GT6 4-
speed with new clutch, pres-
sure plate and throw out 
bearing.  Forty year collection 
of parts goes with this car, 
comes with ‘67 parts car.  
$4000, in Columbia, IL.  Call 

Randy Trone (618)741-0234 (CraigsList) (Aug 24)  

69 GT6+/69 Spitfire MkIII—Both cars disassembled, 
unable to complete the rebuilt project, would love for these 
cars to go to someone who would treat them with kindness.  
GT6 has body issues, pinholes in the floor pans; Spit has a 
pretty good body, engine is apart for rebuild. All parts provided 
for finishing the GT6 including carbs rebuilt by an SU expert, 
only thing missing is new carpet.  Spit needs a pair of HS2s to 
be stock. GT6 has American Racing mags, spit has steel 
wheels.  Cars are in Mountain View, Arkansas; asking for 
$5000 for both plus all of the parts, call/contact me for more 
details.  Larry Snyder (636)234-5954 lar-
ry.e.snyder@gmail.com (Dec 23)  

71 TR6—Unrestored/
original with very few modifi-
cations.  Very well sorted car 
that you will not spend hours 
working on.  Runs, drives and 
stops great.  New wheels and 

tires.  Needs a top if you want to drive with the top up 
(“fogged” rear window).  A few spares included.  Will send 
pictures and video if you’re interested.  I just don’t have the 
time to drive it, $17,500, contact Darold Johnson, dlcejohn-
son@gmail.com or call (314)835-8522 (May 23)  

73 TR6—Started a frame-
off restoration, have decided 
to sell.  The frame has been 
reinforced, sand blasted, 
sealed inside and out and 
finally painted. It’s a rolling 
chassis with the rear end and 
axles fully replaced with Rich-

ard Good custom parts. Same with the brake system and sus-
pension front and rear.  I have a brand new rebuilt transmis-
sion, a Toyota retrofit from upstate New York (I can get the 
name for you).  Multiple sets of carbs.  Probably $15k worth of 

stuff that I will let go for a significant discount. It was a running 
car (barely) but running when I got it. I drove it into my gar-
age.  I won’t cut corners to put it together and simply don’t 
have the time anymore. It is a project that needs someone 
that will dedicate time to it. To the educated Triumph enthusi-
ast they will see I went above and beyond.  I have quite a bit 
invested and for someone who has the time to pick up where I 
left off, this would make a great project and provide you a 
great head start.  Contact Dan Schmidt (314)323-1266 (Jan 
24)  

75 TR6—Purchased from an 
estate in 2022, comes with re-
ceipts for maintenance by Empire 
Automotive.  Asking $19,000, the 
car is in Kansas City.  Contact 
Joyce Hudson (913)485-3253 or 

joyce.knapp2750@gmail.com (May 24)  

76 TR6—Acquired by current 
owner in Southern Illinois in 1995, 
am unable to keep up with the 
maintenance requirements and 
am looking to sell, comes with 
spare and hard top  Creig Hough-
taling checked out the car, con-

tact him at creig55@live.com for his comments/appraisal + 
photos, contact seller Frank at (618)593-0790 or  
flbandre@charter.net for more information concerning the sale 
of this car, asking $6000 (Apr 23)  

76 Spitfire 1500—Totally re-
stored, body off frame, rebuilt 
from the ground up.  Everything 
replaced or rebuilt.  Overdrive 
transmission, full stainless ex-
haust, engine rebuilt in UK spec 

with high compression flat top pistons, UK intake with dual HS
-4 SU Carbs.  New Robbins top, all new interior and carpet 
and much more.  BRG with tan interior.  Asking $14,500, con-
tact :Steve Street at (314)846-2554 or smstreet@prodigy.net.  
(Oct 23).  

77 Spitfire 1500—Price reduced to $5000.  Car starts, 
runs and drives as it should, uncertain of actual mileage.  All 
gauges work, transmission shifts freely, car has new alumi-
num radiator, paint is good and there is NO RUST!  Located in 
Climax Springs, near Lake of the Ozarks, contact me via 
Hemmings (Hemmings)(Jun 24)  

80 TR7—Orange convertible 
with Webers, aluminum radia-
tor, Shelby wheels.  $7000 
OBO, contact Jesse Lowe at 
(636)256-7790 (Mar 23) 

 

SLTOA BLOG: News, commentary, events, opinion 
and seasoned immaturity.  Www.sltoa.org/blog/ 
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting 

20 August 2024 

1267 Jungermann Rd 

St Peters 

(636)317-1034 

 

Gather after 5 PM or 
thereabouts, go Italian for 

the evening 

And Finally…. 


