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Calendar 

 

13 Apr 24—Evergreen Historic Automobiles Tour, with the Jaguar Association of Greater St 
Louis and the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri.  See the multi-hundred-car collection of Ste Plas-
ter, Passport Transportation, including a personal tour and l lunch in the Dogwood Room.  $40 per 
person, register at https://www.jagstl.com/events/general/evergreen-historic-automobiles-tour; down-
load the form, write a check and get it in the mail ASAP, cut-off is this weekend.   

16 Apr 24—SLTOA monthly meeting, 4Hands Brewing Co, in The District, Chesterfield.  

18-21 Apr 24—22nd Annual Kastner Cup, at Sonoma Raceway/Sears Point, Sonoma, California. SCCA racing 
legend Hardy Prentice will serve as Grand Marshal.  Info at https://kastnercup.com and https:.svra.com/
events/2024-sonoma-speedtour/.   

21 Apr 24—SLTOA Two Bridges Drive.  Details to follow at the April meeting, monitor https://sltoa.org.  

21 May 24—SLTOA monthly meeting. . 

25 May-2 Jun 24—28th Annual British Car Week.  Info/activities at https://britishcarweek.org.  

30 May-1 Jun 24—South Central Region VTR/ “A Confluence of Triumphs,” hosted by the St Louis Tri-
umph Owners Association.  See pgs 3 and 4, additional info/registration at https://sltoa.org/scvtr-2024/. 

17-21 Jun 24—TRA 2024, at Mohican State Park, Perrysburg, Ohio.  Celebrating the 50
th
 anniversary of TRA 

and host Central Ohio Center of TRA.  Info including registration form at https://www.triumphregister.com/tra-
national-meet/.   

23 Jun 24—Targa Desoto drive.  Date tentative, more shall be revealed... 

8-12 Sept 24—VTR National Convention 2024, hosted by Indiana Triumph Cars at the Abe Martin Lodge, 
Brown County State Park, Nashville, Indiana..   Celebrating 50 years of “The Shape.”  Registration open now, 
register at http://indianatriumphcars.com/2024-triumph-register-national-convention.   

7 Apr 24—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross/Solo II Event 1, at Family Arena. Event fee $55, plus a $15 week-
end membership for non-SCCA members; online registration is $45.  For more info, call up https://
solo.stlscca.org/.    

8 Apr 24—MG Club of St Louis Eclipse Drive to Ste Genevieve, 10 AM.  Monitor https://stlouismgclub.com/
events-calendar/.  

14 Apr 24—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 1, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30 AM, 
$50 for six runs.  For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

14 Apr 24—MG Club of St Louis annual Pinewood Derby, at Bar K dog park, 4565 McRee Ave, St Louis (Forest 
Park southeast).  Monitor https://stlouismgclub.com.  

14 Apr 24—Farmington Rallye, hosted by JAGSL.  Spring dust-off drive, taking back roads towards the beautiful 
Hermann wine country.  Meeting at 9:30 AM at the QuikTrip, 1617 Gravois Rd in High Ridge, lunch at the Her-
man Wurst Hause.  After lunch, feel free to stroll through town or visit the Hermannhof Winery, the Hermann 
Wine Trail or the historic Stone Hill Winery.   

20 Apr 24—Cars & Coffee/Amp Up, 13901 Manchester Rd, 8-11 AM.   

20 Apr 24—MG Club of St Louis Founders Day Picnic/Cecil Kimber’s Birthday.   At Babler State Park 
campground, 18301 Rieger Rd, Wildwood, 11 AM-1 PM.  Monitor https://stlouismgclub.com.  

21 Apr 24—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross/Solo II Event 2, at Family Arena. Event fee $55, plus a $15 
weekend membership for non-SCCA members; online registration is $45.  For more info, call up https://
solo.stlscca.org/.    

27 Apr 24—St Louis Region SCCA Rally School No. 1.  The first of five 2024 Rally School events; each will cous on a 
specific aspect of road rallying and help you gain a better understanding of the sport.  The rally school will begin 
and end at Sunset Overlook on Bluff Road, Columbioa, IL.  Expect a mid-afternoon check-in, a Rally School with 
Q&A and a 4 PM start.  The rally should run about two hours, for information or to register call up http://
msreg.com/STLRallySchool-1.   

(Continued on page 5) 



 

3 



 

4 



 

5 

27 Apr 24—Wings and Wheels Fly-In and Cruise-In, presented by SaltRiver Automotive, at Smartt Field, 6390 
Grafton Ferry Rd, Portage des Sioux.  7 AM-2  PM, spectator admission is free..  Vehicles and planes arrive at 7 
AM, awards at 1 PM.  Pre-registration is free with purchase of a t-shirt, $10 the day of the event.  Proceeds go to 
Unlimited Play, backup rain date is 4 May.  Register at https://wingsandwheels.givesmart.com.   

3-5 May24—St Louis Region SCCA CAM/Extreme Challenge/Solo II Event 3, Family Arena.  Info/registration 
at https://solo.stlscca.org/schedule/.  

4 May 24—MG Club of St Louis Missouri Endurance Rally.  Details to follow, monitor https://stlouismgclub.com.  

10-11 May 24—WWTR Speedtour vintage racing, at World Wide Technology Raceway, Madison.  Sponsored by 
the Sportscar Vintage Racing Association (SVRA), info at https://svra.com/events/2024-wwtr-speedtour/.   

17-19 May 24—Heartland Vintage Racing/NASA MidAmerica inaugural vintage weekend at Hedge Hollow Race-
way, Adrian, Missouri (~one hour southeast of Kansas City).  First vintage event at this brand new track, info at 
https://members.drivenasa.com/events/4519 and https://www.heartlandvintageracing.com/event-info/.  

18 May 24—Cars & Coffee/Amp Up, 13901 Manchester Rd, 8-11 AM.   

18 May 24—Car-ing For Veterans Car Show, at World Wide Technology Raceway, noon to 9 PM.  Proceeds 
benefit Fisher House of St Louis, info and registration at https://forms.donorsnap.com/form?id=4F625A57-74C4-
4905-AC82-67C1D2803551.  

19 May 24—Spirit of the Midwest Rides for Guides Car show, IAM District Lodge 837, 212 Utz Lane, Hazel-
wood.  Registration ($25 show, $15 display) 8 AM-12 Noon, show 10 AM with judging at 12 Noon.  All proceeds 
benefit Guide Dogs of America and Tender Loving Canines.  Registration available at 
www.spiritofthemidwest.org.  

26 May 24—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30 AM, 
$50 for six runs.  For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

8 Jun 24—Sixth Annual Kirkwood Route 66 Festival: Cars & Guitars.  Downtown Kirkwood, 4 PM to 11 
PM, set-up 1-3:30 PM, once your vehicle’s in place it will remain there until the car show exit parade at 9 PM.  
Entry fee is $25 in advance, no applications accepted after 5 June.  For application form, see the back of this is-
sue of Exhaust Notes or contact Gary Sibbitts at gary@z-know.com.  

8-9 June 24—Annual Spirit of St Louis Air Show & STEM Expo.  Featuring the US Navy Blue Angels, plus F
-22A, F-35B and P-38L flight demonstrations.   

9 Jun 24—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross/Solo Event 4, Family Arena.  Info/registration at https://
solo.stlscca.org/schedule/.  

15 Jun 24—Cars & Coffee/Amp Up, 13901 Manchester Rd, 8-11 AM.  

23 Jun 24—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 3, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show around 9-9:30 AM, 
$50 for six runs.  For more information or to get on the email list, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.  

Calendar (Continued from page 2) 

SLTOA members!  
 

We’re looking for volunteers to  
assist with the various activities 

and components of  

South Central VTR 2024 
31 May-1 June 

 

Flexible hours, a wide range of  
activities to choose from.  Sign up 

now at:   

https://sltoa.org/scvtr-2024/  

Thank you!  
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SLTOA Monthly Meeting—19 March 

SLP 

By the editor    

   Concerning the cover of this 
moth’s issue: for some reason, back 
in 2019, I decided to do something 
different for the cover of the April 
edition of Exhaust Notes, an alter-
native cover as it were.  As a result, 
the April-May cover of your  favorite 
Triumph club newsletter paid tribute 
to (ripped off?) Top Gear.   Others 
followed: April 2020, Road & Track; 
April 2021, Car & Driver; April 2022, 
The Continuing Adventures of Cap-
tain Triumph (ie, a comic book…and 
yes, Captain Triumph and his side-
kick Spitfire will continue to show up 
in these pages periodically); and 
April 2023, Motor Trend.   

   Came the spring of 2024 and I 
was actually a tad stumped.  How 
do I keep the sequence going?  I 
thought about doing another suita-
bly modified cover based on Car 
Life, The Autocar, Sports Cars Illus-
trated (the predecessor to Car & 
Driver) or something similar.  Maybe 
another Captain Triumph cover, 
seeing as the April issue would 
come out shortly after the annual 

(Continued on page 16) 

   Heading into spring, we had a turnout of 16 at the 19 March meeting of St 
Louis’ Triumph faithful.  In and around orders and food deliveries, the Hillsbo-
ro Pistolero, Ing Karl Schmitt, regaled everyone with his and Barbara’s trip 
plans for Edisto Island, South Carolina.  Others talked about the MG club’s 
successful Terry Fanning Rally (four SLTOA members made the drive) while 
admitted former Midget owner Lee Fox told a few members he still had plenty 
of Midget parts available for anyone who wants them.   

   Meanwhile, another member approached the editor – over in the corner by 
himself at the “editor’s table” – and stated, “You look like  Navy flyer at an Air 
Force dinner.”  YFE’s rsp?  “That’s accurate.”  Linda Massey then walked 
over and announced she was still looking for stuffed animals for the conven-
tion Funkhana (“I need a lemur….and a penguin…”).   

   President David Pollard called the meeting to order 1700, thanked every-
one in attendance and introduced member Scott Alexander.  Scott said he’d 
been a member for three to four years and, after retiring a second time, fig-
ured he should start attending meetings.  He owns a ’74 TR6 and lives in the 
New Mehle area.  

Membership  

    In membership chairman Creig Houghtaling’s absence, the discussion re-
volved around making dues payments online.   

• Scott mentioned he couldn’t pay by other means and had to go to Pay-
Pal. 

• Webmaster Sam Sheppard said there might be a broken link and he’d 
look into it.   

• An extended discussion followed concerning possible alternative means.  

Events 

   Concerning the MG club’s Terry Fanning Rally, Prez Dave described the 
drive as fantastic. He loaded the route on the club’s new GPS app, which 
worked well.  

• Discussion followed on how other club members can get access to the 
link.  The club’s paid the $250 fee, making the app available.  

(Continued on page 14) 

Negative Camber 
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Forest Park Easter Concours  - 31 March 

   Yeah, but it was a beautiful Easter 
Sunday and once again, the Triumph 
and MG clubs dominated in car club 
participation.  The field contained the 
usual large number of vehicles, in-
cluding several that were rare or high-
ly eclectic.  Congrats to all who partic-
ipated and thanks to the SLTOA 
members who turned out.  

MG:  26 

TR:   14 

Curses, 
foiled again!   

Jay Ward Productions 

Photo by Doug Morrell 

New member 
Frank Sedmak’s 
1974 TR6 
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1953 MG YB 

MG Club of St Louis Chair-
man Paul Summers with the 
trophy 

DM 
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The Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis contingent.  That’s Gary 
Sundin’s 1966 E-Type OTS.  

Goodwood style! 

1903 St Louis Standard (left) and a 1904 St Louis Tonneau.   The St Louis Motor Car Company built passenger vehicles from 
1899 to 1907.   The factory was located at 1211-13 N Vandeventer.   

The St Louis Community College stand.  A team from the school is running a ‘41 Ford and ‘72 Mercury Cougar in this year’s 
Great Race, Owensboro, Kentucky to Gardiner, Maine, late June.  See pg 15.  

All together now: “Wayne’s World!  Party 
Time!”  
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Spanning the Generations 

By David Yannayon 

 I had the pleasure of attending the MG Club of 
St Louis’ Terry Fanning Rally this past Saturday morn-
ing.  The route provided a spirited drive through the 
countryside of far West, St Louis County.  Being early 
spring, there was a cold nip to the morning air, but the 
sun was shining and the sky clear.  In true sports car 
tradition, most tops were down.  A few faint hearts, in-
cluding yours truly, kept some warmth in by not going 
topless.   

   I didn’t get a complete car count, but there were at 
least 18–20 cars in attendance including MGs’, Tri-
umphs’ and one lone Miata.  A highlight for me during 
the drive was coming up to the intersection of Woods 
Drive and MO109.  Being the 3

rd
 from last in the line of 

LBCs, I gazed on this long line of cars and fellow enthu-
siasts.  It warms the heart. 

    

  The route was well thought out and defined. The roads 
were surprisingly smooth with few potholes or rough 
areas.  I give a high five to the county for their rural road 
maintenance and to the Rally Master who found these 
roads.  

   The start and end points of the rally were the same, 
Dierbergs Town Center in Wildwood.  Not the usual tra-

dition in weekend club drives.  Starting and ending in the 
same area means that folks who may be in an unfamiliar 
area don’t have to figure out a route home.  But after the 

drive was complete, about 20 participants joined each 
other in breaking bread at the Sunny Street Café. 

   We enjoyed a meal of our own choosing and shared 
conversation, which brings me to the inspiration for creat-
ing this note to you all (“Spanning the Generations:).  I 
shared a table with three other people that, if not for the 
shared love of our cars, would never have met each oth-
er.  In that hour or so, we shared experiences and stories 
of the cars we own and have owned.  But more important 
than that was the camaraderie felt between us four peo-
ple, in age from the 20s to the 80s, all participating, all 
contributing and all engaged.  Here were four people 
spanning at least three generations with one thing in 
common, a love for Little British Cars.  

   Now I own two of these LBCs, both Triumph TR6s. I 
am a member of both the StL Triumph Owners Associa-
tion and the MG Club of St Louis. We do great things as 
individual clubs for our marques, but when we get togeth-
er, we shine a bright light on the great traditions of vin-
tage British motoring. 

 

Photo by Glenn Owens 

GO 

Photo by Andy Ackerman 

GO 
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St Louis Triumph Owners Association  

 

Proud member club, St Louis Sports Car Council 

www.stlscc.org 

Alex Haley: The Insiders 

A new concept car set my mind racing to the 
possibility of rekindling Triumph with an ex-
citingly modern range and maybe resurrecting 
BL... 
By Alex Haley 

   Have you seen the new Triumph 
TR25 concept built by a company 
called Makkina?  It was on the TR 
Register stand at the NEC Classic 
Motor Show, parked next to the car 
that inspired it – the record-breaking 
TR2 that Ken Richardson drove on 
the Jabbeke highway in 1953.  

   Richardson’s car had a few non-
standard parts, a tiny curved aero-
screen, a metal plan over the pas-
senger seat, a smooth undertray and 
rear wheel spats.  These reduced 

drag and frontal area so much, it averaged 124.889 mph 
over the flying kilometre.  A totally standard car was all 
done at 103.   

   The TR25 takes that aesthetic and adds a D-type-like 
spar between the front seats, and a cowl behind the 
driver.  It looks sensational and the interior is just as fab-
ulous, beautiful while being refreshingly simple.  The 
overall effect is like a Mille Miglia racer from 2040.  

   What’s impressive is the TR25 is almost exactly the 
same length as the TR2, has the same wheelbase, the 
tyres are the same diameter, and the driving position is 
almost the same height, because the batteries take up 
as much space as the separate chassis.  That said, 
Richardson sat on the floor to keep his head low.  

   The car is also based on an entirely credible set of 
components from the BMW i3S – one of the cleverest 
and lightest electric cars to date – which gives the TR25 
excellent performance, rear wheel drive and a weight of 
just 1095 kg.  That’s 800 kg lighter than the MG Cyber-
star.   

   Makkina has been offering design assistance to car 
makers for 25 years.  But because the manufacturers 
won’t admit they don’t do everything in-house, Makkina 

can’t tell anyone.  So it built the TR25 to show how its 
skills could be used to reinvent a defunct car brand.  

   Michael Ani, the head of Makkina, showed his ideas 
to BMW design chief Adrian Van Hooydonk who loved 
it so much, BMW let it use the hallowed Triumph 
name.  which means one of two things.  Either BMW is 
considering a Triumph revival, and this is a risk-free 
way of testing the water, or it has no plans do wo any-
thing with it whatsoever.   

   Look, I know it’s the second option, but let me dream 
for a moment.  Because if BMW doesn’t want to do 
anything with Triumph – which, given the mess it made 
of Rover, might be just as well – then maybe Jaguar 
Land Rover could have a go.  After all, Jaguar is rein-
venting itself is an electric-only luxury brand with prices 
over £100K, so a more affordable specialist sports car 
brand would be a perfect fit.  It could rename the group 
Jaguar, (Land) Rover, Triumph, just like in the late 
Seventies.  

   Brands are everything these days and Triumph is 
remembered fondly around the world.  It means more 
to most people than Alpine, but that was revived re-
cently and is now flourishing.  Soon there’ll be a new 
Renault 5 Alpine supermini and electric sports cars.  

   Ani told me Makkina could reinvent any number of 
Triumphs.  So ho about a new lineup of a luxurious 
compact like the old Dolomite, an electric 2+2 GT like 
the ill-fated Triumph Lynx and a four-seater convertible 
called, I don’t know, Stag.  And a new TR9 could draw 
inspiration from the TR8 roadsters that raced in Ameri-
ca, Richardson style, with no windscreen and aerody-
namic bodywork.  The could all share the same plat-
form and modular batteries and motors.  I’m pretty sure 
Land Rover has first refusal on the Rover name, so 
while Makkina is at it, what about a sleek new Rover 
SD1 to sit between the Dolomite and the new Jaguars?  
Then we’d just need DAF to licence the name Leland 
and BL could live again! 

   Maybe I should go lie down for a bit.   

 

© Classic Cars, March 2024, reprinted by permission 
(NOTE: the magazine is sold in the US as Thorough-
bred & Classic Cars)  

 

The TR25 (photo via Inkl) 
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Backwards Glance: triumph’s Puma and Bobcat 

   The late 1960s/early 1970s were a rather tumultuous 
period in the history of British automobile manufacturing 
and Triumph was definitely caught up in the proceed-
ings.  Many of the problems resulted from the creation 
of the British Leyland Motor Corporation (BLMC) in Jan-
uary 1968, which brought a large number of competitor 
brands under the same roof.  Through in periodic labor 
troubles and quality issues with British cars in general, 
and the situation was definitely “sporting.”  

   Despite the festivities, the crew at Standard-Triumph 
continued looking towards the future, ginning up design 
proposals for new sports cars and replacements for the 
company’s saloons/sedans.   Per Keith Adams at 
AROnline – citing former Triumph engineer Nigel Gar-
ton – the effort focused on the reduction of several plat-
forms to three.  The proposed replacement for the 2000 
and 2500 sedans received the designation “Puma;” the 
“Bobcat” program would replace the front-wheel-drive 
1300 and the Dolomite; and the “Lynx” would replace 
the GT6 and probably the Stag.   

   With the Puma project, the intent was to produce a 
modern, comfortable yet highly sporting saloon.  Follow-
ing standard practice, Triumph’s engineers and design-
ers worked up several ideas, while the company solicit-
ed inputs from external designers.  Once again, a sub-
mission by Michelotti, incorporating design elements by 
Les Moore and William Townes gained approval, thus 
continuing the company’s preference for Italian styling 
merged with Triumph engineering.   

   Chief engineer Harry Webster proposed the use of 
the Triumph Stag’s 3L V8, along with a new overhead 
cam six, developed from the company’s existing 2L and 

2.5L sixes.  The Puma would feature fully independent 
suspension, with MacPherson struts and lower wishbones 
up front and trailing arms with coil springs at the back 
end.  Power would go to the rear wheels via a five-speed 
gearbox.   

   Regrettably, BLMC management rather quickly put a 
kibosh on the project,  primarily due to perceived competi-
tion between the Puma, Rover designs and Austin-Morris 
projects.  Leadership saw the Puma as a direct threat to 
sales of Rover in the upscale, sporting saloon market and 
preferred moving forward with Rovers P10 proposal.  
Adding to the situation, Triumph’s North American distrib-
utor and the US dealership network disliked the Puma 
design and didn’t think the it would sell in the US.   

   On 11 December 1970, BLMC management directed 
Triumph leadership to drop the Puma project and shift to 
cooperative efforts with Rover.  The formal decision to kill 
the program came on 11 February 1971; BLMC sales 
were down, expenses were up and corporate leadership 
couldn’t justify the concurrent development and produc-
tion of new saloons by both Triumph and Rover.  As Keith 
Adamas put it, “The decision seriously dented an inde-
pendent Triumph’s future, as it left just the small Bobcat 
saloon project to replace the Triumph 1300 and Toledo.”  
Ultimately, the Puma’s front suspension, manual trans-
mission and six-cylinder engine were incorporated in the 
Rover SD1, which debuted in 1976.  

   That left the Bobcat as Triumph’s sole effort for a mod-
ern, rear-wheel-drive replacement for the Toledo.  Again, 
Michelotti submitted the preferred design – with inputs by 
Harry Webster – with planned incorporation of Triumph’s 
overhead valve 1300 and 1500 cc fours, along with a new 
1850 cc engine under development for the Dolomite. 

   The Bobcat never made it past the design stage, alt-
hough apparently Triumph stylists fabricated a single 
model depicting the planned production vehicle.  Again, 
from Adams,    

…it would be interesting to contemplate how a pro-
duction version would compete against European 

(Continued on page 15) 

The Puma prototype/mock-up (photo via the Triumph 2000 
Register)  

Puma clay model (photo via AROnline)  

The Bobcat mockup.  Nice looking sedan, eh?  (photo via 
AROnline)  
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Veterans Run Follow-Up... 

   The Exhaust Notes editorial office received this letter from The Purple Heart Foundation towards the end of March.  
The $300 mentioned in the letter was the sum of the cash donations by participants in last November’s Vet’s Run; 
when combined with donations in the form of checks, the participants donated a total of $700.00 

   Again, to all who took part and made a donation in support of our veterans, well done.    
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Welcome New Member! 

Frank Sedmak 

1974 TR6 

House Springs, MO 

 

• The link to the app has been sent to a few people 
for starters, club leadership will push to everyone.  

• The editor volunteered to put the link in the newslet-
ter.  Prez Dave noted that would make the club-paid 
app available to non-members.  Agreement was 
quickly reached to not post the app link in the Notes.  

    As to a possible/probable April club drive, David 
Yannayon’s working up one for late in the month, a “two 
bridge crossing of the Missouri River” including a pass 
through Washington.   

• Debate followed on whether the club should do it on 
a Saturday or Sunday (comment from the floor: 
“Let’s do it on a Tuesday!”  

• After discussion the membership agreed to a 21 
April drive date.  

   What with the pending South Central VTR, there will 
be no club drive in May.  

   The April meeting will take place 16 April at 4 Hands 
At the District, Chesterfield Valley 

South Central VTR 2024 

    Treasurer Michele Ammond said we now had 31 reg-
istrations, with one cancellation.  The registrations are 
coming in from a number of states.  The editor an-
nounced the Red River Triumph Club (Dallas-Fort 
Worth) was working up a convoy  with other Texas 
clubs, overnight stop in Tulsa (home of Green Country 
Triumph Club) with planned arrival Wed evening.   

   Prez Dave and Kevin Blume will monitor the number 
of rooms reserved.  The “magic number” per the agree-
ment with the Sheraton Westport Chalet remains 80 
rooms for three nights (Thursday-Saturday)  

• Dave Massey asked about people coming in on 
Wednesday night.  Kevin: “That will help.”  

   Concerning volunteers, we still need ‘em, including 
more volunteers from within the club.  Michele reminded 
everyone the online sign-up’s up and operating but so 
far we’re still not getting much response.  

• The ed said he’d post a large request in the next 
two issues of Exhaust Notes.  

Minutes (Continued from page 6) • Dave Massey said he’d talked with  leadership with 
the Indiana club, they’ll assist with the events.  Dave 
added it was a quid pro quo, ie, they help with our 
regional event and our members will help with the 
VTR National in Indiana.  

• Prez Dave said the leadership could start making 
phone calls, get members to sign up.  

• Lee Fox: “Strong arm them at the Easter car show!”   

   On the subject of event t-shirts, Sam said he’d make 
one more mention at the next meeting.  He’s working up 
two designs: one, the “official”’ event t-shirt for the partici-
pant, available in two colors, plus another shirt for the 
SLTOA event staff.  

• We need to move forward on the t-shirt order and 
make a final decision on the design/text.   

• David Yannayon reminded the group we have 72 
days until the confab. 

• Sam added we can get sizes from small to XXXL (rsp 
from the floor: “You can also use it as a car cover”). 

National/Regional Events 

    For the National VTR, scheduled for 8-12 September 
in Nashville, Indiana, hosted by Indiana Triumph Cars.  
The site’s about 30 minutes from Indianapolis, figure on a 
roughly four-hour drive.   

• Several are attending from SLTOA; Dave Massey 
said he and Linda had registered.   

• Lee Fox announced there was a place about 20 
miles away in Edinburgh that had great pork tender-
loin steaks.  Well worth the trip!   

   Finally, someone in the crowd announced he’d seen a 
photo (video?) of a semi pulling at The Roadster Factory.  
Apparently the rebuilding/restocking has begun.   

    The meeting concluded at 7:52, following the tradition-
al “works in progress” updates.   Our thanks to Schlafly 
Bankside and our server Allison for the excellent accom-
modations, food and service.   
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They’re All Works In Progress 

Joe Ammond—Got the Charger out, did fluid 
changes at both ends.  

Stephen Paur—Bought a rebuilt water pump from 
the Flying Dutchman in Oregon.   The work included 
new bearings, a five blade impeller, cost about $147 
and came with a three-year warranty.  Should have 
the car running next week.  

David Pollard—The suspension’s still out on the 
TR3, my son’s girlfriend said “It looks so sad without 
wheels”).  The car will probably not be ready in time 
for the Easter show.  Dave Massey came over Sun-
day and helped replace the oil pan on the TR6, one 
of the bolts is stripped.  DM: “If you need a helicoil, let 
me know.”   Ed Kaizer: “They strip, but there are 
steel replacements available.”  

Dave Massey—Still tuning the MegaSquirt on the 
TR8, it runs pretty good but I’m having to use the 
tools for fine tuning.  

Ed Kaizer—Not working on anything besides the 
lawn mower.  

Scott Alexander—Got the carbs rebuilt, have 
some other ideas on work to be done but would ra-
ther spend the summer driving it.  Am looking at re-

placing the carpet inside the trunk, attempting to find a 
place that can match the design/material/color.  Am work-
ing with a company in England.  Lee Fox: I bought indoor/
outdoor carpet at Menards, glued it to Masonite, worked 
great.  

Sam Sheppard—On spring break, didn’t get as much 
done as I’d planned.  Creig Houghtaling bought a parts 
Spitfire a couple of weeks ago, has the Mk2 motor.  Used 
liberal amounts of Marvel Mystery Oil and got the engine 
running last week.  The compression tested good, between 
114 and 170 psi, this is the motor that’ll go in my Spitfire.  

Karl Schmitt—Busy doing property maintenance, anyone 
need some fire wood?  I know about the Flying Dutchman, 
installed an enhanced pump in my Spitfire, the running 
temperature dropped about 20 degrees, had to change the 
thermostat.  Don’t know if they make rebuilt pumps for 
TR7s and 8s, but if you have a TR6 or Spitfire, buy one of 
these pumps  

Mark Morgan—Still planning on repairing the hole in the 
body forward of the left trailing arm, have three sugges-
tions/recommendations.  Also noted the breaks felt “funny” 
during a recent evening drive, am now looking at getting 
the brakes redone at all four corners.  Hopefully will have 
the car ready by Easter.   

rivals such as the Audi 80, Lancia Beta and Saab 
99 had it made it into production, sometime 
around 1973.  Alas, though, it wasn’t to  

be.  The Bobcat project was an early casualty of 
Triumph and Rover’s merger and subsequent 
absorption into the lumbering British Leyland em-
pire.  

   In the end, Triumph pressed on with the 2000 and 
2500 saloons in various guises (2000 Mk2, 2.5 PI Mk2, 
2500TC, 2500S) into 1977.  The front-wheel-drive Tri-

Puma and Bobcat (Continued from page 12) 

umph 1300 gave way to the Toledo in 1970, with the 
latter going out of production at Canley in 1976.  The 
Dolomite hit the streets in late 1972 and remained in 
production through 1980.  

Sources: Keith Adams, “Concepts and prototypes: Tri-
umph Puma (1967-1970),” AROnline, 3 February 2024; 
Adams, “Concepts and prototypes: Triumph Bobcat 
(1967-1969), AROnline, 14 October 2022; “The Tri-
umph 2000 Story – The Final Years: ‘TC’ and ‘S’ Mod-
els, 1974-1977,” The Triumph 2000 2500-2.5 Register, 
n.d. 

Eleven STLCC Auto Tech students will be 
driving a 1941 Ford and a 1972 Mercury 
Cougar cross country from Kentucky to 
Maine.  

To donate, simply scan the QR code, or vis-
it the college foundation at https://
commerce.cashnet.com/fnd.   

For more information, contact Josh Walker 
at jwalker@stlcc.edu.   
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HCCMO Forest Park Easter Concours.  Naaah, I just 
featured the Captain two years ago…Rats… 

   Then it hit me: effective with the January 2024 issue 
of the MG club’s Metro Gazette, my old bud and ship-
mate Glenn Owens assumed the duty (again) as news-
letter editor.  Then it hit me again: the two largest LBC 
club newsletters in St Louis were now under the OP-
CON (operational control) of Navy vets.  Well there you 
go, we had a cover, mimicking the monthly magazine of 
the US Naval Institute in Annapolis, Proceedings.  I’ve 
been a member of the USNI since I entered Navy 
ROTC at la Universidad de Neuvo Mexico back in Au-
gust 1972 and it’s an outstanding professional publica-
tion.   

   You’ve probably noticed, that’s not a recent photo on 
the cover.  In order to do the Proceedings/USN connec-
tion, I had to find a photo of SLTOA Triumph owners 
and their cars underway.  A shot from November 2021’s 
Veterans Run filled the bill (okay, okay, so we were only 
underway for about five minutes, crossing the Mississip-
pi by ferry down by Ste Genevieve).   

   Anyway, I had fun putting this year’s April cover to-
gether…and if you want to know what “haze gray un-
derway” means, ask me, or Glenn, or our club’s Larry 
Brown, Dick Olds, President Dave Pollard or Jim 

Negative Camber (Continued from page 6) Preuss.  And if you’re in the Kansas City Triumph Sports 
Car Club, check in with Bob Aguilar.  Just don’t ask us 
for a “sea story;” you’ll never get away… 

   Moving right along, things are picking up as we finally 
proceed into spring.  We had an outstanding Polar Bear 
run two months ago (good grief, two months already?) 
and several members participated in the MG club’s 
equally outstanding Terry Fanning Rally.  You can read 
about the latter in this issue of the Notes, courtesy of 
David Yannayon.   As this issue goes to press, auto-
cross season kicks off next weekend with the SCCA, 
followed by the first Boeing Sports Car Club autocross 
on 14 April.  The calendar should continue to fill up and 
once again we should have a wide variety of drives, 
shows, competition and other activities between now 
and late fall.  

   One last thing: as noted at the bottom of page 5, we 
still need a good number of SLTOA members to step up 
and volunteer to assist with the events at the upcoming 
South Central VTR confab at the end of May.  You can 
access information on the event, including the volunteer 
sign-up, at https://sltoa.org/scvtr-2024/.  There are a lot 
of activities you can sign up for and a lot of flexibility so 
please, take a look and pitch in.   Anyone who worked 
the TR6/TR250 TRials event a few years back will tell 
you you’ll be busy, but it’s a lot of fun.  

   Underway, shift colors... 

Mentioned in Despatches 

Polar Bear Elsewhere 

   Several other Triumph clubs held their annual Polar Bear drives over the past couple of months.  They included the 
Georgia Triumph Register, which did their 24

th 
annual Polar Bear Run from Stone Mountain to Athens.  The drive in-

cluded stops at a number of covered bridges and raised funds for ALS United Georgia.  

   Not to be outdone, on 20 January members of the Texas Triumph 
Register went looking for bear, running about 140 miles northwest out of 

Houston to Navasota and 
Washington On the Brazos 
State Park.  Finally, on 24 Feb-
ruary the Texas Triumph Regis-
ter (Dallas-Fort Worth region) 
turned out 7 cars and 12 partic-
ipants for a drive.  They fol-
lowed up with a meeting in 
Grapevine.  (Photos courtesy of 
The Red River Triumph Club, 
Texas Triumph Register) 

RRTC 

RRTC 

TTR 

TTR 
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Package Deal: 1957/1959 Triumph TR3s 

By Jeff Bennett, Barn Finds, 15 March 2024 

   There are some cars that just never should be left 
outside.  I think you could put all convertibles in that 
category.  However, it seems that some cars are just 
made of steel that rusts with but a harsh word.  Tri-
umphs, specifically Triumph TR3s and their various var-
iants, rust like it is their side hustle.  Is there a point of 
no return regarding rust for certain cars?  Take for ex-
ample this pair of TR3As for sale on Craigslist in Hun-
lock Creek, Pennsylvania.  One is a 1957 model, and 
one is a 1959 model, and both have been bitten hard by 
the tin worm.  Can they be restored?  Can one car be 
made of two?  Or are these outdoors stored Triumphs 
destined to be donor cars for other restorations?  Is the 
$2,900 asking price out of line for both cars?  Thanks to 
Mitchell G. for the two Triumph tip! 

   

Once again, I call upon a metallurgist to explain how 
some years of automobiles end up being absolute rust 
buckets while others seem to age quite well when ex-
posed to the elements.  Some notable rust buckets in-
clude 1957-1959 Chrysler products, first-generation 
Mustangs, 1976 General Motors products, and the cab 
corners of most pickups of the sixties and seven-
ties.  Maybe add to that the birdcage of C2 and C3 Cor-
vettes.  As for imports, all of the British imports and 
most of the earlier Datsuns struggled to make cars that 
would last for a long time under the onslaught of Ameri-
can seasons and road salting.  Is it a case of the steel 
having too much iron?  Or was the steel stamped too 
thin?  A lack of undercoating?  Maybe all of the above? 

   Of all of the cars notorious for rust, Triumph TR3s are 
among the worst.  That is a crying shame, as the styling 
on these cars is spectacular.  Specifically, the dip in the 
doors combined with the flow of the fender lines made 
for a car that just looked right.  The two cars you see 
here are stripped-down proof of just how pure of form 
this model is.  You can also see in the picture above 
that rust has eaten away both panels where the rear 
fender meets the trunk.  In the advertisement, the seller 
states that these cars would be a great father-and-son 
restoration project.  They also mention that both are 
major projects, but restoration parts are available.  One 
has to wonder how many parts would be needed for 
both the black 1959 TR3A and the yellow 1957 TR3A. 

   We are told that the black car’s frame is solid, and 
that the engine will turn over by hand almost all of the 
way.  The seller suspects that there is a stuck 
valve.  On the yellow car, the chassis will require what 
is described as “remedial work.”  Its engine is currently 
sitting with oil in the cylinders, and it may turn after this 
soaking is allowed to take place.  We are told that what 
you see in the pictures is what comes with the 
cars.  Both cars come with clear Pennsylvania titles. 

   To the seller’s credit, the ad encourages prospective 
buyers to inspect both cars or perhaps have someone 
knowledgeable do the inspection for them.  That is great 
advice, as it is easy to get starry-eyed over these two 
cars.  Full restorations would likely be difficult, financial-
ly excessive, and time-consuming.  There are a lot of 

parts and pieces that will need replacement or refur-
bishment.  Most importantly, prospective buyers need to 
be realistic about their skills in dealing with rust 

   Perhaps the glimpse of a TR3 with a full roll cage in 
the background of one of the pictures above is a hint as 
to what needs to happen to these cars.  They may both 
make great foundations for race cars or maybe even a 
TR3 version of a street rod.  Great things can happen 
when you are not encumbered with making a car factory 
correct.  You could also argue that these cars have de-
teriorated to a point where saving them and making 
them roadworthy wouldn’t be considered a sin if you 
strayed off the stock path 
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SLTOA BLOG: News, commentary, events, opinion 
and seasoned immaturity.  www.sltoa.org/blog/  

Admit It, You Want These Cars 

   Okay, time for the daily (uh, quarterly?) double: two, 
count ‘em, two three-wheelers just awaiting your inter-
est and attention.   

   First up, this 1983 Reliant Rialto 2 GLS Estate, which 
came up on Barn Finds (https://barndfinds.com) last 
November, courtesy of Motoexotica in Fenton.    

   The Reliant Motor Company built three-wheel cars 
from 1935 until the end of vehicle production in Febru-
ary 1991, along with a smallish number of four-wheel 
vehicles such as the Kitten and the Scimitar sports car.  
Despite the rather unique styling and rather questiona-
ble handling, they proved popular; as explained by BF’s 
Michelle Rand, 

   …In many countries, owners could escape vari-
ous motoring taxes if their vehicles had motorcy-
cle engines, only three wheels, or were diminu-
tively horsepowered.  In Britain, a guy could drive 
a three-wheeler on a motorcycle license.   

  The Rialto re-
placed the Reliant 
Robin in 1982 and 
remained in pro-
duction under vari-
ous guises until 
1998.  It came with 
an 850 cc water-
cooled four 
perched behind the 

front wheel (which resulted in narrow footwells for the 
driver and passenger) and a four-speed transmission.  
The engine in the Rialto Mk2 had a higher compression 
ratio yielding 39 hp, good enough for nearly 70 mph…if 
one was daring enough.  The GLS model featured 
seats upholstered in corduroy vice vinyl, a dashboard 
clock, black wrap-around bumpers and decals.  And 
yes, they had a reputation for rolling over, although 
Rand stated, “Yes, you can tip a Rialto, but you have to 
try pretty hard, unlike Top Gear which engaged in after-
market engineering to roll a Robin over at every corner!”  

   At the time of the Rialto’s appearance in Barn Finds, 
bidding stood at $4750, short of the reserve.  A check of 
the current inventory at Motoexotica reveals no Reli-

ants, so apparently the car sold at some point during the 
last year.   

   Soooo, let’s say you aren’t really into the miniature 
bread van look, but might be enticed into a three-
wheeler that isn’t a Morgan, for commutes and such.  
Well, here’s opportunity No 2, a 1986 Urba Sport Tri-
muter (kinda rolls off the tongue, eh?), which showed up 
in Bring A Trailer (https://bringatrailer.com) this last Jan-
uary.   

   Described as a 
“project car,” the 
Trimuter featured 
an Onan 48 ci, op-
posed-twin, L-head, 
air-cooled engine, 
good for about 20 
hp.  Power went to 
the rear wheels via 
a CV transmission 
(ack!) and everything was wrapped in a fiberglass body.  
Entry and exit was via a forward-hinged canopy with pop
-out side windows, perfect for zooming around and get-
ting some fresh air.  Instrumentation?  Speedometer, fuel 
gage and volt meter, plus an owner-added oil pressure 
gage at the ending.   

   According to BAT, the car was registered in Illinois as 
both a motorcycle and “reconstructed trike.”  The car 
sold on 10 January for $4000.   Interesting enough, if 
you like the looks of this vehicle and promise of great 
gas mileage around town, you can still purchase and 
build one, courtesy of Robert Q. Riley Enterprises.  Riley 
offers plans for the “Trimuter Urbasport” with two engine 
options: a 16 hp Briggs & Stratton motor or as an EV, 
stuffed with 10 six-volt lead acid batteries.  

   The line forms at the right… 
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https://heartlandallbritish.com  
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Become a VTR Member 
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits.  A national club of Triumph enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you 

as a member.  Affiliate club membership is not automatic membership with VTR. 
 

Some of the benefits: The Vintage Triumph magazine, our award-winning, bi-monthly color publication.  

VTR National convention 

Access to a large number of local clubs 

Website with reference material and members-only sections 

Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B 

Factory trace documents on other Triumph models no longer available 

Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org 
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Announcing: It’s Alive Automotive all British Car Sale! 
   It’s Alive Automotive is a full-service restoration facility based in St Louis, Missouri.  We have been in 
business since 2015 and specialize in British sports cars.  As well as restoration, we service and sell all 
makes and models of classic and special interest cars.   
   Over the years, we have accumulated many project cars.  Most of these are British sports cars.  We are 
now needing room and have decided to offer some of these cars for sale.  We have five Triumph TR6s and 
a good running Triumph Spitfire with factory overdrive and hardtop.  Please see the photos, call for infor-
mation or better yet, stop by and see what we have! 

 
John Sherman, It’s Alive Automotive  

(314)710-6600 
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Membership Information 
 

We certainly hope that you will want to join the ranks of other proud Triumph owners 
or, for members, use this page to renew your membership in the St  Louis Triumph 
Owners Association.  An annual membership fee of $20.00, due each January, covers 
your membership through the calendar year.   

    

 

   As a member, you will receive the SLTOA monthly newsletter Exhaust Notes, which includes:  

• Articles about SLTOA drives and events, both planned and past 

• Schedules for regional and national Triumph and British car events 

• Technical tips and tech sessions.  

• Feature articles on Triumph vehicles, personalities and competition history 

• For sale/want ads, free to members of SLTOA 

   You and yours will be able to participate with other SLTOA members in:  

• SLTOA touring drives 

• Monthly SLTOA club meetings, held every third  Tuesday at selected area restaurants 

• Local, regional and national British car shows and conventions 

• The SLTOA Annual Picnic meeting 

• The annual SLTOA Holiday Party at a club-subsidized rate 

• The club-sponsored web site, with event and activity details and access to the club’s private email list for 
quick communications with other SLTOA members 

   You will receive the SLTOA Membership Directory, updated annually and made available follow-
ing the close of the annual membership drive. 

Members using Facebook also have access to the SLTOA Facebook site.  

 

Join or renew your SLTOA membership today! 

   Payment for dues may be made by mail, at meetings or by using the PayPal option on the club web page.  Dues 
including email delivery of Exhaust Notes every month are $20 annually.   Payment by Pay-Pal will include a pro-
cessing fee.   

   Be advised, we can no longer offer to mail newsletters to new members via the US Postal Service.  Current mem-
bers who have been receiving the newsletter via U.S. mail will be grandfathered and will continue to receive the 
newsletter via mail, however, the membership rate will increase to $35.00 annually 

 

   Send payment to: SLTOA Treasurer 
      4200 Weatherton Pl 
      St Charles,  
      Missouri   63304 
      Attn: Membership  
 
  For the directory, upon joining/renewing, please provide your address, contact information including mail and num-
ber and year/model of your Triumph or Triumphs (feel free to list any other special interest/collectable vehicles you 
may have in your possession).  

  If you have any questions about membership, please contact SLTOA treasurer Michele Ammond:  

chele@ammond.org 

See you at the next event! 
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SLTOA  Classifieds 

SLTOA’s on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/home.php  
Group_134416339926824@ap =1 

59 TR3A—Donor car with clear title and ID tags, four fenders, 
two bonnets, two trunk lids, frame,, front apron assembly, 
complete drivetrain with extra transmission and differential, 
plus all of the components from the disassembly of a complete 
car.  The steering wheel and instrument panel are very nice.  
Asking $3000, contact Bill Anton at (618)462-1483 or 
wda888@yahoo.com, in Alton (Jan 24)  

68 Spitfire MkIII—
Owned 20 years, 
multiple upgrades 
and improvements, 
have extras includ-
ing a hardtop, ton-
neau cover and 
much more.  Can 
provide a full list of 
improvements if re-

quested.  In the Eureka vicinity, asking $11,000 OBO. Contact 
Jerry Ochonicky at (636)938-9570 or jsochonicky@gmail.com 
for photos and more information (Nov 23)  

69 GT6+/69 Spitfire MkIII—Both cars disassembled, una-
ble to complete the rebuilt project, would love for these cars to 
go to someone who would treat them with kindness.  GT6 has 
body issues, pinholes in the floor pans; Spit has a pretty good 
body, engine is apart for rebuild. All parts provided for finishing 
the GT6 including carbs rebuilt by an SU expert, only thing 
missing is new carpet.  Spit needs a pair of HS2s to be stock. 
GT6 has American Racing mags, spit has steel wheels.  Cars 
are in Mountain View, Arkansas; asking for $5000 for both plus 
all of the parts, call/contact me for more details.  Larry Snyder 
(636)234-5954 larry.e.snyder@gmail.com (Dec 23)  

71 TR6—
Unrestored/original 
with very few modifi-
cations.  Very well 
sorted car that you 
will not spend hours 
working on.  Runs, 

drives and stops great.  New wheels and tires.  Needs a top if 
you want to drive with the top up (“fogged” rear window).  A 
few spares included.  Will send pictures and video if you’re 
interested.  I just don’t have the time to drive it, $17,500, con-
tact Darold Johnson, dlcejohnson@gmail.com or call (314)835
-8522 (May 23)  

73 TR6—Started a 
frame-off restora-
tion, have decided 
to sell.  The frame 
has been rein-
forced, sand blast-
ed, sealed inside 
and out and finally 
painted. It’s a roll-
ing chassis with the 

rear end and axles fully replaced with Richard Good custom 
parts. Same with the brake system and suspension front and 
rear.  I have a brand new rebuilt transmission, a Toyota retrofit 
from upstate New York (I can get the name for you).  Multiple 
sets of carbs.  Probably $15k worth of stuff that I will let go for 
a significant discount. It was a running car (barely) but running 
when I got it. I drove it into my garage.  I won’t cut corners to 
put it together and simply don’t have the time anymore. It is a 
project that needs someone that will dedicate time to it. To the 
educated Triumph enthusiast they will see I went above and 

beyond.  I have quite a bit invested and for someone who has 
the time to pick up where I left off, this would make a great 
project and provide you a great head start.  Contact Dan 
Schmidt (314)323-1266 (Jan 24)  

76 TR6—Acquired by 
current owner in South-
ern Illinois in 1995, am 
unable to keep up with 
the maintenance re-
quirements and am 
looking to sell, comes 
with spare and hard top  
Creig Houghtaling 

checked out the car, contact him at creig55@live.com for his 
comments/appraisal + photos, contact seller Frank at (618)
593-0790 or  flbandre@charter.net for more information con-
cerning the sale of this car, asking $6000 (Apr 23)  

76 Spitfire 1500—
Totally restored, body 
off frame, rebuilt from 
the ground up.  Every-
thing replaced or re-
built.  Overdrive trans-
mission, full stainless 
exhaust, engine rebuilt 

in UK spec with high compression flat top pistons, UK intake 
with dual HS-4 SU Carbs.  New Robbins top, all new interior 
and carpet and much more.  BRG with tan interior.  Asking 
$14,500, contact :Steve Street at (314)846-2554 or 
smstreet@prodigy.net.  (Oct 23).  

80 TR7—Orange 
convertible with We-
bers, aluminum radia-
tor, Shelby wheels.  
$7000 OBO, contact 
Jesse Lowe at (636)
256-7790 (Mar 23) 

For Sale—Four 
ZX175 carbs from 
TR6s; one stock/
modified TR6 air filter; 
one TR6 accelerator 
linkage; one fuel feed 
tube from a TR6; and 
after market free-
breathing air filters for 
ZS or SU carbs. All for 
$600, contact Dave 
Yannayon at dry-
annayon@gmail.com 

or call (314)607-5874 and please leave a message (Aug 23) 
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Best of Craigslist 
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting 

4Hands Brewing 

Company 

Tuesday, 16 April 

In the District 

17081 N Outer 40 

Chesterfield 

 

Show after 5 PM, try some 
new brews in new 

surroundings... 

And Finally…. 

Friendly reminder: 
It’s pothole season, 
be alert... 


