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Calendar 

 

28 Jan 2016—Gateway Healey Association RUMP (Retired 
or Unemployed Member Persons) road trip to West Alton 
to see the eagles at Riverlands.  Lunch at Fast Eddie’s 
Bon Air afterwards, monitor http://clubs.hemmings.com/
gatewahhealey/.  

28-31 Jan 2016—St Louis Auto Show, presented by the 
St Louis Auto Dealers Association at America’s Center 
and the Edward Jones Dome.  Info including prices and 
hours at http://saintlouisautoshow.com.  

Feb 2016—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis 
Winter Drive.  In development, tentatively scheduled for 
either the 6th or the 13th.  Monitor www.jcna.com/users/
sc20.  

15 Feb 2016—Annual Gateway Healey Association 
Valentine’s Party,  see pg 3.   

15 Feb 2016—MGCStL Winter Tech Session No 2, at 
British Car Restorations & Services, 23338 N Lindbergh 
Blvd.  Topic and time TBA, monitor 
www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

25-27 Feb 2015—Annual British Motor Trade Associ-
ation Conference, at the Radisson Hotel-Nashville 
Airport, 1112 Airport Center Dr, hosted by JD’s British 
Cars of Nashville.  All British car businesses and clubs 
invited, details at http://britcar.org.  

28 Feb 2016—MG Club of St Louis Annual Pinewood 
Derby, at the Sports Café, 3579 Pennridge Dr, Bridge-
ton.  Ladies and gentlemen, start your engines...oh wait, 
there are no engines.  Time TBA, monitor 
www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

Mar 2016—JAGSL visit to Hunter Engineering, 11250 
Hunter Dr, Bridgeton, featuring the Steve Brauer Collec-
tion, lunch follows.  For more info, monitor 
www.jcna.com/users/sc20 or the online Growl.  

20 Mar 2016—Annual Terry Fanning Memorial Rally, 
hosted by the MG Club of St Louis.  Details to follow.  

27 Mar 2016—55
th

 Annual Easter Concours, in Forest 
Park at the new, improved Muny parking lot.  Hosted by 
the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri, event incorpo-
rates the resumption of the annual MG-Triumph Chal-
lenge.  Info at http://hccmo.com/easter-concours/.  

16 Apr 2016—Annual Missouri Endurance Rally, 
hosted by the MG Club of St Louis.  Mark your calendars, 
pick your driver (or nav) and watch for details.  Triumphs 
to the front!  

28 May-5 Jun 2016—Annual British Car Week 

3-5 Jun 2016—British National Meet, this year only at 
the Arkansas Aeroplex in Blytheville, AR, in association 
with the Arkansas Mile and Cars & Cycles Against Can-
cer show.   Info at www.britishnationalmeet.com.  

19 Jan 2016—SLTOA monthly meeting, Granite City 
Food & Brewing, 11411 Olive Blvd, Creve Coeur (West 
Oaks Shopping Center).  Show after 5 PM, formal (?) 
meeting around 7 PM.  

14 Feb 2016—The bear survived SLTOA’s Christmas Party 
and New Years and is now preparing for the annual 

SLTOA Polar Bear Run, traditional first top-down drive 
of the year with post-drive gathering and hot food.  Route 
planning in development, the Hickory Ridge Clubhouse 
will serve as the end point, 100 S Willow Grove Ct, St 
Peters 63376.  Start point/meeting time TBA, this event 
will constitute SLTOA’s February meeting. 

15 Mar 2016—SLTOA monthly meeting.  

27 Mar 2016—7
th

 MG-Triumph Challenge for the Brit-
ish Leyland Participation Trophy, in association 
with HCCMO’s Easter Concours at Forest Park.  Time to 
return the trophy to its rightful place!  Watch for more de-
tails and preparatory information.  

20-24 Apr 2016—”The Oklahoma Run,” South Cen-
tral VTR Regional. In Norman, OK, sponsored by Cen-
tral Oklahoma VTR  Host hotel is the Marriott Conference 
Center, 2801 E State Hwy 9, Norman (405)447-9000.  
Info at www.triumphsokc.org or contact Dave Hogan at 
david.i.hogan1@gmail.com.  

8-11 Sept 2016—Triumphest 2016, Ventura, CA.  Hosted 
by the Triumph Register of Southern California, at the 
Marriott Ventura Beach...directly across the street from an 
In-N-Out Burger (yahoo!).  More information available at 
www.triumphest2016.com.  

3-7 Oct 2016—”Bigger in Texas, Better in a Tri-
umph,” VTR National.  Lake Texoma/Pottsboro, host-
ed by the Red River Triumphs of Fort Worth-Dallas.  Cele-
brating the 70th anniversary of the Triumph 1800 Road-
ster; host hotel is the Tanglewood Resort, Pottsboro, TX.  
Info at http://vtr2016.org.  

SLTOA’s on Facebook! 
 
www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1 

18 Jan 2016—MGCStL Winter Tech Session No. 1, 
“What to look for when evaluating the value of a British 
car,” at All British Car Repair, 2618 Woodson Rd, Over-
land 63114.  Time TBA, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com/. 

23 Jan 2016—First JAGSL Coffee, Coffee & Cars for the 
year, at Just Jags, 7113 N Hanley Rd, St Louis.  Starts at 
8:30 AM.    

23 Jan 2016—St Louis MG Club 2016 Holiday Party, 
at Mathew’s Kitchen, 5625 Hampton Ave.  See pg 3.  
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MG Club of St Louis 

2016 Holiday Party 
January 23

rd
—Mathew’s Kitchen 

5625 Hampton Ave, St Louis 

$15 per person (club subsidized) 

6:30 PM cash bar 

Dinner at 7 PM 

Make payments online at  

www.stlouismgclub.com/payments, or 

mail checks to club treasurer Bruce Hamper 

139 Wildwood Lane, Kirkwood 63122 

Annual Gateway Healey Association 

Valentine’s Party 
Monday, February 15

th 
@ 7 PM 

Trailhead Brewing Company 

921 S Riverside Dr, St Charles 

 

It’s also President’s Day, so wear your Uncle Sam 

costume including a red shirt! 

 

Please RSVP to: 

msalini73@gmail.com 
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   Happy New Year Triumph mem-
bers, it is that time of year again.   

   We had a great turn out for the 
Christmas party.  The ladies came 
up with new and innovative ideas 
on gift exchange, it went quite 
well.   

   Our meeting this month on Janu-
ary 19

th
, at the Granite City Brew 

Pub.  We will discuss the upcom-
ing Polar Bear.  Which we might 
wonder if we should have boats 
ready instead of our cars. 

   Within the next 90 days, we will 
again have the challenge between 
Triumph and MG for the trophy at 
the Easter Concours.  So ladies 
and gentlemen, get those cars 
ready! 

   On a different note, I located a 
red TR6 for sale on US 49 in Mis-
sissippi.  Also, a 1951 two-tone 
blue Pontiac 8 on US 90 in Missis-
sippi.  I located these vehicles on 
my recent trip for a family Christ-
mas party. 

   See you all at the meeting. 

   - Jesse 

Annual SLTOA Christmas Party 

By Jesse Lowe 

The Shape of Things to 
Come! 

In Memoriam  
 

SLTOA Member 

John R. Rau 

November 22, 2015 

Our condolences to Susan 

and family 

By Kathy Kresser  

   It was a triumphant affair at the Missouri Athletic Club (MAC) in West County on Fri-
day, December 4.  LBC car people gathered for an evening of good friends, good food 
and a holiday gift exchange, plus the Toys for Tots collection.  

   I served on the planning committee with Ann Stark and Bonnie David. We decided it 
was time for a change and presented the Wright Family Story as a new way to ex-
change gifts.  It was well-received and quite entertaining.  Bonnie reported the Toys for 
Tots were delivered, which I am sure will make Christmas Day bright and cheery for 
many.  

   Our appreciation is sent to Joe and Sharon Guenther for securing our place at the 
MAC. Also, many thanks to Jesse Lowe and the Triumph Club for the beautiful roses 
presented to the committee members.  John Moore once again arrived with camera in 
hand for the photo session - thank you, John.  Also, our appreciation goes to Craig Mad-
sen for calling the gift numbers.  

   Lastly, our thanks to the TR members and our MG and Healey club guests for making 
this evening so much fun.  

   Happy New Year! 

All photos by John Moore/
Feather River Images 
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Continued on pg. 6 

Flowers for our incredible event organiz-
ers: Ann Stark, Bonnie David and Kathy 
Kresser  
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Lights Everywhere—MG Club, 10 December 2015 

Christmas Party continued from pg 5  

   Several members of the MG Club of St. 
Louis joined the festivities at the Missouri 
Athletic Club for the annual St. Louis Triumph 
Owners Christmas Party.  The food was deli-
cious and the event was capped off with an 
unusual gift exchange involving the Wright 
(right) family and their strange family gather-
ing to celebrate Christmas.  

   As their tale was told, all the SLTOA mem-
bers exchanging gifts were arranged in a cir-
cle, moved the gifts either “ left or right” as the 
word was mentioned in the story.  Thus, no 
one ever knew what gift they would finally 
receive until the final words of the Wright fam-
ily tale was told.  This was a new method to 
end the often endless “rob your neighbor “ gift 
exchange used by the club in the past.  A well 
received and fun alternative!    

            - Andrew Ackerman, editor         

              The Morris Gazette, December 2015 

By Kathy Kresser 

   The MG Holi-
day Light Tour 
was unbelievable.  
First, Lee Fox is 
one lucky person 
having planned a 
night with record 
warm tempera-
tures.  There 
were twenty cars 
in all with four-
teen LBCs.  
Those driving a 

British car received an MG Club-paid admission to Winter 
Wonderland at Tilles Park.  

   The Winter Wonderland is an amazing display of lights and 
this being their 30th year of holiday memory-making was no 
different.  Everyone enjoyed the tour with great views; many 
had the tops down.  Fortunately for the group, some members 
were very clever when they recognized a problem at the en-
trance with our intent to make a left turn from McKnight Road. 
They seized the moment, drove straight ahead on McKnight, 
and made a U-turn to join the line to enter the park, then 

stopped at the park entrance allowing the MG club cars to en-
ter. 

   Dinner, lunch or breakfast after the tour at House of Pancakes 
worked well. T he restaurant was nearly void of people.  

   Our appreciation is sent to Lee Fox, the MG Events Coordina-
tor. This was a holiday treat for all – thank you.  

Photos by Andrew Ackerman  

   Finally, SLTOA Vice President, 
Slow Roller Racing Team mem-
ber and All British Car & Cycle 
Show regular Steve Moore re-
ceived three special (?) awards, 
as seen on page 1.  They includ-
ed the Golden Cone Award for 
successfully sweeping the course 
of orange pylons during a Boeing 
autocross as well as an award for 
“...engineering expertise in finish-
ing the BSCC autocross course 
with the lowest oil pressure ever 
recorded in North America for a 
TR6” and finally, “For conspicuous achievement at the All British Car Show...in winning an award without having a car present.”   
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Backwards Glance—Riot & Revolution: the TR7 

SM SM 

   During the mid-1970s, any 
fan of British cars (particularly 
sports cars) who believed there 
would indeed “always be an 
England” received quite a 
shock to the system with Tri-
umph’s announcement of the 
new TR7.   

   Really?  Unibody construc-
tion with subframe?  Fixed 
roof?  Huge (if integrated as 
part of the overall design) US-
mandated cowcatchers, er. 
bumpers?  Solid rear axle?  
And a four-cylinder engine?  
Sacrilege!  All LBC true believ-
ers knew that real British 

sports cars featured body-on-frame construction and, in the 
case of the TR6 and Spitfire, independent rear suspension.  
The drop back to a four-banger from the TR6’s 2.5 liter inline 
six constituted a particular slap in the face. However, despite 
the incredible popularity of the TR6 and Spitfire in the United 
States, British Leyland management strongly felt the 6 needed 
a replacement, particularly one with an eye towards increasing 
Federal safety and emissions regulations.  Hence, the big leap 
forward (backwards?) with the TR7.   

   Triumph even devised the famous “Shape of things to Come” 
add campaign to boost the car’s popularity, particularly in the 
states.  On the plus side, Car & Driver executive editor Pat Be-
dard – one of a group of automotive journalists who participat-
ed in test drives of pre-production TR7s – summed up the star-
tling effect of the styling, mechanicals and accommodations 
thusly:  

   …British Leyland is building Italian sports cars…It has 
a pointy nose where the others were blunt; its silhouette 
is a wedge instead of the block shape of the past mod-
els; it is wide where the others were narrow; an air-tight 
coupe where its predecessors were drafty convertibles; 
and most significantly, its ride quality and interior ap-
pointments are accommodating – almost luxurious – 
where the others were rude.  

   Positive commentary, eh?  However, nearly 40 years after its 
debut, the TR7 still draws strong comments, with recollections 
of massive quality problems and unreliability; some even ven-
tured it was the car that killed the British sports car industry.   

   Some years after the fact, Time magazine put the TR7 on its 
list of 50 worst cars of all times, commenting (in part),  

…the thing had more short-circuits than a mixing board 
with a bong spilled on it…timing chains snapped.  Oil 
and water pumps refused to pump, only suck…“The 
Shape of Things To Come” quickly became the shape 
that came and went, in a great could of “good riddance.” 

   Ouch…
However, the 
truth behind the 
development and 
production of the 
“Wedge” – as it 
quickly became 
known – was a 
bit more involved.   

   In 1968, at the time of the formation of the British Leyland 
Motor Corporation through the merger of Leyland (Standard-
Triumph, Rover, Alvis, Leyland trucks) and British Motor Hold-
ings (Austin, Morris, Jaguar), both MG and Triumph were 
working up proposals for new sports cars.  MG came up with 
the ADO21 as a possible replacement for the MGB, a rather 
involved design and definitely something of a technological 
leap forward with mid-engine, De Dion rear end, five-speed 
gearbox and Hydrolastic suspension.  The car looked like 
something of a cross between a Ferrari, Otas 820 and Ameri-
can Motors AMX/3.   

   For its part, 
Triumph 
pushed the 
“Bullet” as a 
prospective 
follow-on to the 
TR6; compared 
to the ADO21, 
it was definitely 
more tradition-
al, ie, front-
engine, rear-

wheel drive, but it also featured a large c-pillar for rollover pro-
duction and a large wraparound rear window.  Despite some 
protests from North American Marketing Director J. Bruce 
McWilliams, who thought the Bullet was too traditional, even 
obsolete, BLMC management decided to go with a less exotic 
design, with the intent of making the maximum use of compo-
nents from existing cars in order to get it into full production by 
1975.  

   Interestingly enough, BLMC management then assigned the 
project to Austin/Morris/MG designer Harris Mann and his 
team at the Longbridge, Birmingham factory.  They came up 
with the front-engine/rear-drive wedge-shaped vehicle that at 
least looked modern, almost on par with the original ADO21 
proposal.  Mann also added the famous (or infamous, depend-
ing on who you talk with) scalloped “swoop” up the side of the 
car, which reinforced the wedge profile.  The initial full-size 
styling and engineering models bore MG octagons and 
(usually) Rostyle wheels…but then, in late 1971, word came 
down from corporate: the car would instead become the next 
Triumph, leaving the MG brand to soldier on with the B-model.   

   The final design for the TR7 resulted from an attempt at a 
clean-sheet sports car, specifically designed for the US mar-
ket; therefore, it had to meet the Colonies’ rapidly changing 
vehicle safety and emissions standards, including the 5 mph 
bumpers.  At the time, the US government seriously consid-
ered mandating rollover standards, which pretty much 
would’ve precluded the production and sales of traditional 
convertibles (anyone remember “the last American converti-
ble,” the 1976 Cadillac Eldorado?  As an aside, some of the 
original TR7 design concepts included a Targa top but con-
cerns over structural stiffness killed the idea).  

   Besides the characteristics mentioned above, the final de-
sign featured coil spring suspension at both ends, with Mac-
pherson struts at the front (as noted by Pat Bedard in his re-
view, “Like all Macphersons, there is not enough camber gain 
to compensate for body roll, so the car tends toward heavy 
understeer”) and the live axle at the back, anchored by trailing 
arms (Bedard, again: “The rear suspension is very much like a 
Vega, with four angled trailing links locating a solid axle.  But it 
is much more successful at controlling axle movements, chief-

(Continued on page 8) 

The ADO-21.  Photo via ARA Online 

The initial Bullet prototype.  Photo via ARA 
Online 
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ly because the arms are far longer and therefore do not have 
to move through such abrupt angles”).   

   The engine 
was two carb, 
1998cc SOHC 
four, which 
produced 90 hp 
and 105 lbft of 
torque 
(California cars 
initially re-
ceived a single 
Stromberg car-
buretor and 
catalytic con-
verters, drop-
ping horsepow-

er to 78).  When combined with the four-speed transmission, 
the engine tended to make a lot of noise at highway speeds: 
““Like all in-line, four-cylinder engines, this one shakes.  And at 
certain speeds it sets up very annoying resonances in the 
body.   You can feel them in the floor, in the pedals, in the seat 
– and worst of all – in your ears.  As luck would have it, this 
cacophony reaches a crescendo at 55 mph,” Bedard wrote.   

   Conversely, the roomy cockpit, supportive seats, complete 
set of gauges and good ventilation brought applause.  Said 
Bedard, “The TR7’s strong suit is comfort…the designers have 
avoided most of the thoughtless mistakes that are found in 
expensive cars.”  Then again, the interior dispensed with two 
English “standards” for sporting vehicles: leather seats and 
wood/wood veneer dashes.  As Hemmings writer David 
Lachance put it, “British Leyland had swept aside decades of 
tradition.”  

   In recognition of 
the importance of 
the US market, 
the car debuted in 
America a full 14 
months prior to its 
UK release.  As 
noted by former 
Triumph employ-
ee Mike Cook 
(now editor of The 
Vintage Triumph), 
the company 
scrambled to get 
34 pre-production 

TR7s to the states for initial evaluation by automotive writers.  
Unfortunately, the cars which arrived in Florida were very poor-
ly built and suffered from a range of maladies; as Cook put it, 
“…the mechanics from our New Jersey service shop labored 
with the entire crew from Group 44 to get enough of the woeful 
group of TR7s ready for testing.  Over two weeks, out of 34 
cars, they managed to produce 17 that were fit for press scruti-
ny on the road.”  A gaggle of US and British writers then hit the 
road and, despite problems (including Sports Car Graphic’s 
John Christy doing an unplanned roll-over test after getting hit 
by a truck in a snowstorm in far west Texas), the majority 
wrote positive reviews.  

    Once it hit the showroom, the TR7 sold like the proverbial 
hotcakes.  In a recent article, Classic Motorsports quoted Ron 
Cobb, manager of Import Cars of Indianapolis, who recalled:  

   When they started running those (“The Shape of 
Things to Come”) ads, they got people’s attention.  At 
first, the cars were selling so well, I couldn’t even keep 

Riot & Revolution (Continued from page 7) one for a demo.  I had customers following the transport 
trucks to our dealership to see the cars.”  

   Unfortunately, despite its initial success the TR7 quickly re-
vealed serious quality problem including head gasket issues, 
electrical failures (well above and beyond the standard “Lord 
Lucas, Prince of Darkness” quirks), poor fit, poor finish and 
parts falling off, which resulted in British Leyland getting ham-
mered by warranty claims.  Implementing the engineering cor-
rections in turn delayed deliveries, always a serious problem 
when you have a clamoring public.   

   BLMC’s Speke No. 2 plant in Liverpool built the first TR7s; 
due to strikes, work stoppages and even some sabotage, the 
first Wedges out the door were probably some of the worst cars 
ever built.  For their part, the workers blamed the production 
problems on corporate malfeasance, or at least poor planning 
and execution by management.  These included nearly non-
stop engineering and specification changes (hmmm…sounds 
like the way the Department of Defense buys aircraft), shortag-
es of necessary tools and equipment and poor distribution of 
parts and components along the factory production line.  Ac-
cording to one source, the workers got the impression BL man-
agement wanted cars out the door at the expense of proper pre
-delivery quality control.  

   Triumph pressed on, institut-
ing changes on an annual basis 
including the choice of a three-
speed automatic or five-speed 
manual in 1976 (when com-
bined with a 3.90 rear end, it 
finally made highway driving in 
the TR7 somewhat more relax-
ing), plus the regular introduc-
tion of special editions.  Imme-
diate success in competition 
didn’t hurt; John Buffum won 
eight North American rallies 
and took the SCCA Pro Rally 
Championship in 1977, while 
Group 44’s Bob Tullius started 
dominating D Production rac-
ing.  Also in 1977, the first pre-
production 16-valve TR7 
Sprints and V8 coupes went 
out of the factory for evaluation.  

   Unfortunately, labor problems continued in England, resulting 
in no cars rolling off the assembly lines during March and Sep-
tember-October 1977 due to inadequate supplies of parts.  In 
November, the workforce at Speke No. 2 went on strike, follow-
ing a battle with management over rules and labor agreements.  
The strike lasted four months; for the most part, the public sup-
ported the company and blamed the strikers although there 
was plenty of blame to go around.  One report noted BL – part-
ly due to lack of planning and partly due to a serious lack of 
capital – had persistently failed to upgrade and improve its fac-
tories and parts network. 

   In May 1978, BL chairman Michael Edwardes ordered the 
closure of the Speke factory and production shifted to the for-
mer Standard factory at Canley, Coventry.  The move forced 
yet another delay in TR7 production which again seriously im-
pacted sales.  One year later, Triumph finally introduced the 
convertible version, along with the initial production TR8s.   

   In 1980, production moved one last time, to the Rover/Land 
Rover factory in Solihul; according to Edwards, it was part of 
the continued effort to streamline British Leyland and, above all 
else, save money.  The 1981, TR7s and TR8s received Bosch 
electronic fuel injection but it proved too little too late, as later in 

(Continued on page 9) 

Serious plaid: the TR7’s interior.  Photo via Ben-
Levy.com.  

Serious British journalists.  Photo: Mike 
Cook/TVT 

The TR7 Victory Edition.  
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Report  from Scotland 

Spitfire Futures, Pt. Deux 

the year BL decided to end all passenger vehicle and sports 
car production at the facility, save for Land Rovers.  Compa-
ny sources indicated that the rising value of the pound had 
driven up prices for the cars in the US, which caused a down-
ward spiral in sales.   

   The last TR8s were 
completed during the 
summer of 1981 and 
the last TR7 rolled out 
in October.  The last 
Wedges sold in Ameri-
ca for $9235 (TR7) 
and $11,900 (TR8).  
The New York Times 
marked Triumph’s 
demise in the US with 
a quote by Road & 

Track editor Tony Hogg: “Today’s young people want some-
thing like a Volkswagen…BL is an incredibly inept organiza-
tion.”   

   Still, for all its faults and problems – perceived or actual – 
the TR7 wound up the most produced of Triumph model, with 
approximately 115,000 built.  According to automotive writer 
Aaron Severson, “…had it been designed a few years earlier 

Riot & Revolution (Continued from page 8) or a few years later, we suspect it might have been a very dif-
ferent car.  It was also the last ‘real’ Triumph to date and 
marked the end of an era for mass-market British sports cars.”  
Along with the Spitfire, the TR7 remains a quick and economi-
cal way to get into the British sports car hobby. 

Full disclosure: The author admits to holding something of 
a bias towards the Triumph wedges; he owns a 1980 TR8, aka 
the “High-Speed Doorstop.”  

Sources: Patrick Bedard, “Road Test: Triumph TR7,” Car & 
Driver, April 1975; “The Last Waltz,” Classic Motorsports, July 
2008; John Holusha, “BL Inc. Announces It Will Stop Making 
TR7, TR8 Triumphs,” New York Times, 14 May 1981; David 
LaChance, “Tradition, Schmadition,” Hemmings Motor News, 
January 2012; Racing Sports Cars, www.racingsportscars.com; 
“Lee Mueller Wins National Racing Championship with TR7,” 
Triumph Newsletter, September-November 1979; Dan Neil, 
“The 50 Worst Cars of All Time,” Time, 10 September 2007; 
Aaron Severson, “Way of the Wedge: The Triumph TR7 and 
TR8,” Ate Up With Motor, http://ateupwithmotor.com, 5 Febru-
ary 2012; Mike Cook, “The Profile of Half A Pound of Cheddar: 
The TR7 Story – Part One,” The Vintage Triumph, February-
March 2014; Keith Adams, “Sports car projects: ADO21,” Aus-
tin-Rover Online, www.aronline.com.uk; Keith Adams, “Sports 
car projects: Triumph,” Austin-Rover Online, 
www.aronline.com.uk, 25 June 2011.  

Wedges on display, Forest Park 2014.  
Photo by John Moore.  

   In November’s Exhaust Notes, Ing. Karl Schmitt wrote 
of the rather startling and sudden appreciation in the val-
ue of Triumph Spitfires.  He noted Hagerty’s recent valu-
ation of a 1978 Spit in concours condition at $17,100.   

   Well, there’s more to the story.  According to Karl, the 
February 2016 issue of Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car 
identified a 1980 Spit which sold at the GAA Cars Auc-
tion for $18,000.  “About all that I could learn from their 

web site was that the car showed 18,000 miles on the 
odometer,” Karl added.  “At the same auction, a ’69 TR6 
sold for $6600 and a ’72 sold for $4300, again with no 
info on the cars’ condition.”   

   Hard to say if it’s a seller’s or buyer’s market right now, 
but apparently – at least in the auction context – prices 
for Spitfires continue to climb.   

   Scottish correspondent Andrew Milne has 
checked in again, this time contacting Craig Ingra-
ham about recent car postings on “Goodwood Road 
& Racing” (https://grrc.goodwood.com).   

   Some Goodwood Stuff.  Note the XJ13.  It must be in 
the top three for automotive works of art?  Also, the 
XK150 sold for a record price.  

   When I was 16 (1960), I hitchhiked to London to watch 
a match at Twickenham and on the return journey I was 
picked up at Apex Corner on the North Circular by a guy 
driving a BRG Jaguar XK 150S (three carbs) He asked 

me not to 
speak as 
he was in 
a hurry to 
get to 
Grantham.  
We did 
100 miles 
in one 
hour.  Re-
member 

this was on the old A1 with dual carriageway and three 
lane road.  I can still smell the leather.  

    That day I also broke the school record for hitchhiking from 
London to outside Edinburgh in under 9 hours. 

          - Andrew 

Photos: Goodwood Road & Racing 
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SLTOA Blog: News, commentary, opinion and 
season immaturity.  www.sltoa.org/blog/ 

Best of Craigslist  

79 TR7—
Classic TR-7 
Convertible, 
4 Cylinder 
Blue w Black 
Runs great!  
Make offer 
Not sure 
what it’s 
worth.  Runs 
and drives 
good.  Needs 
a battery, 
tires and a 

new top.  Trades I would consider.  Zero turn ferris mower.  
Wave runner.  Jet ski.  Boat.  4 wheeler.  Harley sportster.  
Dump trailer.  Bobcat attachments.  Stump grinder.  Anything 
that goes bang would be a consideration as well.  Partial 
trades would be considered as well.  $1, north county St Lou-
is, thanks!  Jeff (618)946-2000 (Craigslist) (1601) 

“Mallard Fillmore” via the British Motoring Club New Orleans 

   Member Larry Brown turned up the following concerning David Townsend, automotive artist and owner of Sports Car Art, who is 
working up a Group 44 art book.   Townsend  recently posted,   

   At some point in all of the madness of completing the illustrations for the British Sports Car Companion, I 
realized that I had drawn nearly all of the Triumphs and Jaguars (except the XJR) raced by Bob Tullius and 
the famed Group 44 team. Wouldn't it be cool to have a series of Group 44 Triumphs in the same vein as the 
Gerry Coker series of Healey prints? Exactly! So I reached out to Steve Knoll, a former Group 44er for some 

help in seeing if we can put something together. 

   I grew up reading about the racing exploits of this sports car legend in the pages of the Triumph Register 
newsletters that would land in our mailbox, so the connection to Group 44 is a bit of my personal history. 
Right now things are still in the very beginning stages—collecting technical information on the cars, reaching 
out to the Tullius group—but I'm excited to see this one off the ground and very much looking forward to being 

able to offer prints of these fabulous race cars. 

His web page is www.sportscarart.com.  Or, you can check his Facebook page at  https://www.facebook.com/Sports-Car-Art-
1374993642782362/ . 

Group 44 Project 



 

11 

65 Spitfire MkII—Hard to 
find 1965 Spitfire project 
car, needs total restoration 
or use as parts car. Engine 
taken out for rebuilding but 
never done, have lots of 
parts but car is missing side 
glass, convertible top, hood 
latches, one taillight lens, 

exhaust manifold, lifters, camshaft, timing gears and genera-
tors. I want the whole car gone, in Shiloh, $650 firm, email 
x9ckf-5367850103@sale.craigslist.org (Craigslist) (1510) 

Ultimate TR250 Pro-
ject—Two TR250s for 
sale: one that runs and 
drives and the other in mid-
dismantle.  I haven’t 
worked on the cars in a 
while and it’s time to clean 
the garage.   Both cars 

have clear titles, are located in St Peters.  Other goodies in-
clude two additional engines, one transmission, two spare 
frames (one a little rough, other good but patched), nice set of 
fenders from a TR4A, plus much, much more including addi-
tional TR250-specific parts and components. $2500 takes call, 
contact for full list/details.  Brian Borgstede, (636)397-3146 
bborgstede@charter.net (1408) 

74 Spitfire 1500—New 
tires, new wire wheels with 
wire tool, 70,955 miles.  
New carpeting, newly reup-
holstered, has always been 
garaged.  Part of an estate 
sale, car in good condition, 
adult owned.  In Marshall, 

MO, $7000, call (660)886-7035 (Craigslist) (1601) 

75 Spitfire 1500—Four-
cylinder, four-speed, starts, 
runs and drives.  Asking 
$1500, in Festus (636)208-
0572 (Craigslist) (1511) 

76 TR7—Project/parts 
car, needs total restoration.  
Parked years ago, will not 
part out, has clear title, no 
trades.  Please provide 
phone number or I won’t 
reply.  In Shiloh, $650, 
email: 

 

srjkw-5371795264@sale.craigslist.org (Craigslist) (1512)   

79 Spitfire 1500—
53,250 miles, Weber 2bbl 
carb, has overdrive, re-
movable hardtop, complete 
tonneau cover.  No soft 
top, frame may be incom-
plete.   Some small spots 
of rust, cracks in dash, 

other assorted minor cosmetic issues.  New radiator, battery, 
tie rod ends, previous owner replaced carb and clutch.  Runs 

St Louis Triumph Owners Association 
 
 

 

Member club, St Louis Sports Car Council 

www.stlscc.org 

great, sounds smooth, no knocks or rattles, is great fun in the 
twisties.  In Columbia, $5000 OBO, serious inquiries only, 
email 7rkbm-5351351719@sale.craigslist.org (Craigslist) 
(1601) 

80 Spitfire 1500—Original 
paint, some dings but no 
dents, worn spot on driver’s 
seat.  Has overdrive, newer 
soft top and hardtop.  Over 
past four years have replaced 
all shocks, front coil springs, 
rear transverse spring, steer-

ing rack, water pump, fuel pump.  Has refurbished Stromberg 
carb, new battery, newer starter, master brake and clutch cyl-
inders, slave cylinder.  We are moving in January and can’t 
take the car with us.  In St Charles, $7000, email srmwt-
5315252996@sale.craigslist.org (Craigslist) (1512) 

For Sale—Four GT6 parts cars. Call Ron Theel (636-931-
6058, Festus (1401) 

For Sale—Wide variety of TR3/4 used OEM parts, primarily 
from the completion of my TR3B in 1968. Call/email for the 
entire four page list, specifics and questions. Larry Brown 
(618)971-0056 or larryb1703@hotmail.com (1312) 

For Sale—1500cc Spitfire 
motor, needs assembly. Flat-
top pistons (40 over), harmon-
ic balancer, crank and fly-
wheel balanced as a unit. Fly-
wheel lightened.  Includes 
new main and rod bearings, 
wrist pin bushings, front and 
rear oil seals and gasket set. 
Heavy duty valve springs and 

seats.  Head machine work not completed (head is included), 
needs your connecting rods, exhaust and intake set-up. Block 
machine work is done, asking $500. Call Craig at (636)248-
7466 (1501) 

For Sale—Four TR8 OEM wheels, three with fair Pirelli 
P185/70R P6 tires and one with a Yokohama A-008 that’ll look 
good protecting your boat dock.  Suitable for upgrading your 
TR7 or possibly your Spitfire, $200 OBO for all four, contact 
Mark at rangermk@sbcglobal.net or (314)607-1507 (1510) 

  
 
 

 

 

Quotable 

“Most old cars have inferior  
handling and stopping power, which makes 

them so much more involving at sane 
speeds”  

- Robert Coucher, Octane 

SLTOA Classifieds 
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Triumph owners: Finding friends with  
the same mental disorder as you: 

Priceless 

Left: Shutterstock.  Right graphic via Steve Moore 

Next Meeting:  

Tuesday, 19 January 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

11411 Olive Blvd, Creve Coeur 63141 

West Oaks Shopping Center (Dierbergs)  

(314) 432-3535  

 

Show after 5 PM, engage in spirited  
intellectual discussions while consuming 

mass quantities (meps!), figure on the 
president giving us the business at some 

point after 7 PM 

And finally... 


