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Friendly reminder: dues are due!  
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Calendar 

 
28-30 May 2014—4

th
 Annual British National Meet, in 

Hot Springs, AR.  See pg. 3.   

30-31 May 2015 – 24
th

 Annual Champagne British 
Car Festival, at the historic Dave Davis Mansion in 
Bloomington.  Go to cbcf-bloomington.com for complete 
event information or contact Denny Elimon at (217)649-
6925, dgelimon1945@gmail.com.  

5-6 Jun 2015—26
th

 MG Heartland Regional, Parkville, 
MO (NW side of KCMO).  Held on the grass in English 
Landing Park, Friday night’s hospitality hosted by the 
Kansas City MG Car Club.  Classes for MGs, Triumphs, 
Austin-Healey and other British cars, expected participa-
tion by clubs in Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and 
Oklahoma.  Monitor http://heartlandmgregional.com/ or 
call Rick and Monica Mills (816)765-7161, rickmoni-
ca@kc.rr.com.  

7 Jun 2015—Annual St Louis European Auto Show, 
location changed this year to the Taubman Prestige Out-
let Mall in the Chesterfield Valley.  Hosted by Audi West 
County, proceeds benefit Shriners Hospitals for Children.  
Show opens to the public at 11 AM, monitor http://
stleuropeanautoshow.com.  

13 Jun 2015—Culver’s Car Cruise “British Invasion 
Night,” hosted by the ‘Stang Gang and John’s Auto 
Body, at Culvers, 123 Richardson Crossing, Arnold.  All 
British cars highly welcome, expect British music, attend-
ance prizes and 50/50 drawing.  Call (636)467-9955 for 
more information.   

14 Jun 2015—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 
3, Family Arena, see www.stlsolo.org  for more infor-
mation.   

20 Jun 2014—11
th

 Annual Hazelwood Baptist Car 
Show & Festival, 6161 Howdershell, 9 AM to 5 PM.  
Over 500 cars, live music on two stages, free food for 
registered car owners, attendance prizes and a dinner/
awards banquet afterwards.  The LBC presence at this 
fun show is growing, monitor www.hazelwoodbaptist.com 
for info and registration details or call Deni Cary at (314)
731-2244.  

20 Jun 2015—Cars & Coffee, Westport Plaza, I-270 and 
Page, 8:30 AM. 

20 Jun 2015—Driven to Shop! Antique tour hosted by 
the MG Club of St Louis.  Twenty-one various antique 
shops to visit in and around Franklin County, event in-
cludes lunch and possibly dinner.  Meet at the Target lot 
in Chesterfield Valley at 7 AM, more details to follow, 
monitor www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

20 Jun 2015—11
th 

Annual Hazelwood Baptist Car 
Show & Festival, 6161 Howdershell, Hazelwood (I-270 
Exit 23), 9 AM to 5 PM, over 500 cars, live music on two 
stages, free food for registered car owners, attendance 
prizes and a dinner/awards banquet afterwards.  The 
LBC presence at this great show is growing, call up 
www.hazelwoodbaptist.com to register online or call Deni 
Cary at (314)731-2244.  

20-28 Jun 2015—Hemmings Motor News Great Race 
2015 – Get Your Kicks on Route 66!  Starts in 
Kirkwood, great opportunity for St Louis LBC and spe-
cial interest car clubs to give them a proper send-of or, if 

14-17 May 2015—13
th

 Annual Kastner Cup, Summit 
Point Motorsports Park, WV (NE Winchester).  Held as 
part of the four-day Jefferson 500 vintage race event, 
sponsored by the Vintage Racer Group (VRG) with Brian 
Redman as Grand Marshall. Info at www.kaskastner.com/
kastnercup.html and www.vrgonline.org.  

17 May 2015—Annual SLTOA MaiFest 
Run, Hermann, MO.  See pg. 3.   

19 May 2015—Monthly SLTOA Meeting, 
at Craig Madsen’s House, 703 Tinsmith Pl, 
O’Fallon, MO.  

30 May-7 Jun 2015—British Car Week.  Drive ‘em!  

7 June 2015—Annual SLTOA Picnic, at the Blumenhof 
Winery, in Dutzow on MO 94.  Great drive, followed by a 
great gathering with food and, er, assorted libations.  This 
gathering will constitute SLTOA’s June meeting; the club 
will pay for the brats, burgers and similar, libations on 
your own.  More details to follow, mark your calendars.   

16-19 Jun 2015—TRA 2015 National Meet, Solomons 
Island, MD, hosted by MasonDixon TRA.  Where time 
meets the tides along the Patuxent River, Potomac River 
and Chesapeake Bay, info at www.triumphregister.com 
and the MasonDixon group web page, 
www.brmmbrmm.com/masondixontrs.  

21 Jul 2015—Annual SLTOA SweatFest, John & Don-
na’s backyard, 14148 Cross Trails Dr, Chesterfield.  This 
will constitute SLTOA ‘s July meeting.   Come on out and 
park in the yard!   

11-15 Aug 2015—“Triumphs in the Heartland,” VTR 
2015, in Fontana, WI, on Lake Geneva, celebrating 50 
years of the Spitfire MkII and the TR4A, hosted by the 
Illinois Sports Owners Association. Large number of activ-
ities, SLTOA will be sending a contingent.    

8-11 Oct 2015—Triumphest 2015, Del Mar, CA, hosted 
by the Triumph Sports Car Club of San Diego.  Host hotel 
is the Hilton del Mar, more info to follow, monitor 
www.triumphest2015.com/home.html.  

8 Nov 2015—3
rd

 Annual SLTOA Veterans Day Run, 
down the River to Chester with lunch in Perryville.  Pro-
ceeds will benefit a veterans organization, more info to 
follow.  

16 May 2015—Cars & Coffee, Westport Plaza, I-270 and 
Page, 8:30 AM. 

16 May 2015—MG Club of St Louis Rally, 8 AM to 3 
PM.  Still in development, monitor www.stlouismgclub.   

17 May 2015—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 
2, Gateway Motorsports Park, see www.stlsolo.org  for 
more information.   

20 May 2015—British Invasion, hosted by the MG Club of 
St Louis.  Sports cars making an ice cream run, still in 
development, monitor www.stlouismgclub.   

28 May 2015—Monthly convening of the Gateway Healey 

RUMP: lunch at Granite City Brewery, 11411 Olive Blvd, 
Creve Coeur at 1 PM, followed by a tour of Hyman Motors.   
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SLTOA’s on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416339926824&ap=1 

you prefer, greet them at the Rolla lunch stop.  Keep an 
eye on www.greatrace.com/news/great-race-2015-get-
your-kicks-on-route-66.html.   

28 Jun 2015—BSCC Autocross No. 3, Family Arena, St 
Charles, 9-9:30 show time.  For info contact Racer Steve 
at sshab@yahoo.com.   

28 June 2015—St Louis Region Autocross No. 4, 
Gateway Motorsports Park, see www.stlsolo.org for infor-
mation.  

11 Jul 2015—Run to the Dairy, club drive to Central 
Dairy, hosted by the MG Club of St Louis.  Meet at the 
Target lot in Chesterfield Valley, 10 AM, details to follow, 
monitor www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

SLTOA’s going to  

Maifest!   
Hermann, Missouri, 17 May 

63rd annual, one of Missouri’s oldest German celebrations of Spring   

 Meet and departure repeats the Polar Bear Run sequence. 

 Meet at 9:30 at either the I-64/MO 94 commuter lot (north start) or the Dierberg’s in Wild-
wood, MO 100 at Taylor (south start).   Cars roll at 10 AM.   

 Rendezvous at the Walgreens in Washington at MO 47 and MO 100, then proceed to Her-
mann for beer, brats, other food and the requisite oom-pah.   Great fun last year, time to do it 
again!   Wir gegen zu Hermann!    

12 Jul 2015—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 5, 
Gateway Motorsports Park, see www.stlsolo.org for infor-
mation.  

15-19 Jul 2015—BritishV8 2015, 19th annual gathering, 
Indianapolis.  Tech sessions, tour of the Dallara Indy car 
facility,  Ray Skillman Collector Cars, Friday night dinner 
tat the Union Jack British Pub plus vendor-sponsored 
fundraising auction Info at www.britishv8.org/British-V8-
Meetings.htm.   

18 Jul 2015—Cars & Coffee, Westport Plaza, I-270 and 
Page, 8-10 AM.   

 

 

16-19 June 2015 

Solomon’s Island,  

Maryland 

Where time (historical 
events), Tides (drives 
along the rivers and 

Chesapeake Bay) and tra-
ditional triumph events 

meet.  
Info/events/attractions guide available at  

http://triumphregister.com/ 

VTR 2015 
Fontana, WI 

11-15 August 2015  

 

Celebrating 50 years of the 
Spitfire MkII and TR4A 

 

Www.2015vtr.com  
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   Spring has sprung, and we are into 
another season of which we can en-
joy our vehicles.  There are a great 
many    opportunities that await us at 
this time, all of which, require mem-
ber participation and financial sup-
port.  Loyal members, we are updat-
ing our "Roster", please check on 
your current status.   

   The last meeting at Corner Pub 
and Grill was a fair turnout.  Congrat-
ulations to Greg Reiman for winning 
the trophy at Corvair Club 
meet.  Congratulations to Mark Mor-
gan on his appointment as new TVT 
Associate Editor.  Thanks to Steve 
Moore for his "Tech Session" pre-
senting the tool made by Karl 
Schmitt, for preparing a TR6 for 
startup. 

   Our next meeting, will be at Craig 
Madsen's house, 703 Tinsmith Place, 
O'Fallon, Mo. 63366, Tuesday, May 
19, 2015.  Hope to see you for the 
run to Hermann, Sunday May 17, 
2015  

   – Jesse 

Meeting Notes—17 March 2015 

   In April, the St Louis Triumph faithful did a return engagement at the Corner Pub & Grill, 
perched at Big Bend and Dougherty Ferry, with some 27 members turning out and three 
TRs – two Spits and a PrezWedge – in the lot.   

   The pre-meeting banter/commentary was, well, pretty much standard for the group.  
Someone announced, “No medical issues yet!” followed by “I may have one when I finish 
this burger.”  Joe Guenther created a minor stir when he arrived with a mysterious case; 
speculation followed as to whether it contained an a) .45 Thompson or b) clarinet.  The 
answer was c) a Sawzall.   Greg Reiman and the Heir Apparent (his soon-to-be-son-in-law 
Josh) caused a similar commotion when they walked in with a BIG trophy (Note: See pg 
5).  Lee Fox did his best Men In Black arrival while in the back corner, two – count ‘em, two 
– St Louis LBC club newsletter editors compared notes, worked up nefarious schemes and 
otherwise quietly plotted against good order and discipline.  

   President Lowe initiated the formal (?) proceedings promptly at 7 PM with the announce-
ment/reminder of 17 May’s planned drive to the 63rd Annual Maifest in Hermann.  Similar to 
the February’s Polar Bear Run, members and their cars will meet at either the I-64/MO 94 
commuter lot or at Dierberg’s in Wildwood, rendezvous at the Walgreens in Washington for 
a rest stop/tire-kicking session and then proceed as one mighty formation west on MO 100 
for the 30-mile run to the festivities in Hermann. Food will be available at the Jaycee Bier-
garten and at some point during the afternoon the grand Maifest Parade will take place.   

   On 7 June, der Präsident continued, SLTOA will hold its annual picnic meeting.  This 
one’s going to range a tad farther afield than usual, down MO 94 to the Blumenhof Winery 
& Vineyards in Dutzow.  The club will pay for brats, burgers and similar, the music’s free, 
drinks/libations will be up to the individual members.  

   As copies of VTR’s latest The Vintage Triumph made the rounds, the members noted the 
inclusion of Dr Karl’s tech tip, two photos from the club’s February Polar Bear run and the 
selection of SLTOA’s secretary/newsletter editor as the new associated editor for TVT.  
The discussion then segued into a spot poll on who in the club had a machine shop: Karl 
Schmitt has one as do new members Johnny and Patty Williams.   

   Andy followed up with the treasurer’s report: $3505.04 in the till, with a couple of bills still 
requiring payment.  Then the secretary went through the next couple of month’s events, 
including the impending start of the Boeing Sports Car Club autocross season, the usual 
assortment of car shows and cruises, the MG Club of St Louis tech sessions, Cars & Cof-
fee at Westport and several large events including the British National Meet (Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, 28-30 May), the annual Champagne British Car Festival (30-31 May) and TRA 
2015 in June.   

  Then, to the rapt attention (?) of the masses, Greg got up and explained his rather unique 
trophy featuring the Gateway Arch.  He credited Josh’s excellent navigation skills, which 
contributed to the team taking the best time award as well as one of the two dice roll 
awards.  When asked about the date for the 
planned Reiman-Wills Wedding of the Century, 
Josh announced they’d agreed on October 2016, 
no specific day yet but the long lead time gave him 
plenty of time to plot his escape route.   

   Next, Webmaster Stephen Paur discussed his 
plans to get Mylar SLTOA decals for the club.  He 
also commented no the newest updates to the 
web page, stressing in particular his efforts with 
the member’s section.  If anyone wants to see 
their page updated, they should send recent pho-
tos of their cars to Stephen and he’ll handle it from 
there.   

   Joe put down his Sawzall long enough to ask, 
“Does it make any difference what stage of com-
pletion the car’s in?”  Absolutely not; in fact, Jon 
Cook’s club page for his 1969 GT6+++++++ pro-
vides a link to his www.ls1gt6.com/ web page 
which shows the car in various stages of develop-
ment.  Dick Old’s page for his modified TR4 in-
cluded some early project photos and commen-
tary/plans.  Anyone in the club who is currently 
rebuilding a car can work with Stephen to provide 
similar.  

(Continued on page 10) 

By Jesse Lowe 

The Shape of Things to 
Come! 

In Memoriam  

Jeremy G.W. “Jem” 
Marsh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 Apr 30-2 Mar 15 

Marcos 
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Reiman/Wills Take SMCC Spring Rally 

   A multitude of St Louis area special interest car clubs hold 
driving events and LBCs regularly participate in them.  Some 
activities are naturals: the MG Club hosts a drive, one can ex-
pect to see Triumphs and Healeys, perhaps even a Jaguar or 
Land/Range Rover.  Other marque/nationality rides?  Well, you 
won’t always see Brits.   

    Some 30 years ago, the local chapter of the Corvair Society 
of America, the Show-Me Corvair Club, held an annual, highly 
popular Spring Rally.  The event ran for several years but con-
cluded following the 1986 event for various reasons.  

    Earlier this year, several members decided it was time for 
local Corvairs to take advantage of the region’s typically out-
standing spring driving weather and resurrect the event.  A 
committee formed, held a series of planning meetings and put 
the rally back together. The initial emphasis involved invitations 
to the other St Louis “orphan car clubs,” followed by similar 
invites to the pony car and Brit clubs.   

   Saturday, 11 April, arrived and the host club turned out cars 
and people, set up the registration table at Peggs Restaurant in 
High Ridge and manned the two checkpoints along the route.  
Across the lot over the by the Shop ‘N” Save, some group – 
most likely philanthropic or church-related – fixed up a batch of 
KC barbecue.  Unfortunately, the aroma didn’t make its way 
across the parking lot to the car gathering but the participants 
were probably too busy to notice.  

    The drivers 
meeting took 
place at 10 AM, 
followed by the 
dispatching of 
the two check 
point crews and 
camera/chase 
vehicle.  At the 
conclusion of the 
meeting, the 
cars and their 
crews lined up 
by the table...and there was the ’78 blue Spitfire of Greg 
Reiman and soon-to-be-son-in-law Josh Wills assigned the No. 
1 position (!).       

   Greg said later he wasn’t too sure about the “honor” of lead-
ing the pack out of the parking lot and in fact was a tad nerv-
ous. As it turned out, he had and his nav Josh had nothing to 
worry about.  

   Besides the Reiman/Wills Spit, the lineup included three 
‘Vairs—a ‘66 convertible, ‘65 sedan down from the Prairie Cap-
ital Corvair Association in Springfield, IL, and a ‘66 Corsa con-

vertible—two members of the Gateway GTO Association with 
their nice ‘69 Pontiac GTO; Karl and Lee Strauch, 2012 Fiat 
Abarth (Karl’s also the chief mover and shaker behind MAD-
MEN, the local club for original Minis); and the owners of a ‘96 
Subaru SVX.   

   Off they went at five-minute 
intervals, over the proverbial 
hill and through the equally 
proverbial dale, over some 
highly entertaining roads 
through some typically great 
scenery.  Regrettably, there 
were two DNFs: the Corvair 
sedan and the SVX.    

   And, the two non-Vairs 
won: Rieman/Wills took the 
Best Time Trophy and also 
recorded the highest dice roll, 
while Kerry and Debbie 
Friedman in their Goat won 
best mileage and the low 
dice roll.  

   SMCC plans to run the 
event again, possibly as early as this fall.  We’ll see how the 
LBCs do in the next go-around.   In the meantime, congrats to 
Greg and Josh on their victory in the inaugural event! 

 

The cars start showing up at the start point in High Ridge.  Note the 
rather funky looking blue convertible... 

“First out...ME?!  Uh, gulp…” 

This locale should look familiar... 
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By Larry Brown 

    I ran across Racetorations, 
Lincolnshire, nearly 20 years ago 
doing an on-line search for a 
vintage racing windscreen for my 
TR3B.  Through the successful 
racing experience of his own 
TR3, Darryl Uprichard and Race-
torations have stunningly re-
stored, rebuilt,  and modified 
TR2 to TR6s and produced 
championship winning cars, both 
TR4 and TR6.  

   Through the years, I have oc-
casionally checked Darryl’s web-
site just to drool over their photo 
gallery and get an update on 
available performance parts.  I 
traded e-mails with Darryl late 

last year and he mentioned he had just shipped their latest cre-
ation, a 206 bhp TR3 to a customer in Florida and that an arti-
cle about the car would soon be in Octane.  Not currently an 
Octane subscriber, I grubbed around and not only got a .pdf of 
the article, but also linked up with the owner in Florida, Rick 
Rone, who provided the photos.  

   Racetorations created for Rick a one of a kind, near perfect 
blend of race car and street car.  In the Octane article, Darryl 
states: “It turned into the Imagination Car…everything we 
thought of, we did to it…it’s a replica of an original factory pro-
totype, the stillborn TR3 Beta, of which just a handful were built 
(from two to five, depending on whom you believe).” 

    While our TR3Bs made use of the delayed TR4’s 2138cc 
engine and all synchro transmission,…”The Beta was a TR3 
based on the chassis of the forthcoming – but much delayed – 
TR4, which gave it a 3 in wider track front and rear, for im-
proved stability and handling.”  

   Another guy who drove a TR3 back in the mid-60s, Rick 
Rone asked for the ultimate 3 and Racetorations took it from 
there.  General specs are included herein, but it should be not-
ed that although a standard TR3 steel bulkhead was used, the 

rest of the bodywork 
is custom-made out 
of aluminum sheet. 
Rick’s Beta replica is 
a real beast and he 
is looking forward to 
campaigning it in 
upcoming vintage 
racing events.  

   The entire Octane 
article is recom-
mended reading and 
TR2-6 folk are en-
couraged to check 
out Racetorations, their UK parts subsidiary Racemettle and 
recently appointed U.S. parts distributor Oxford Motors, East 
Providence, Rhode Island, at their respective websites: 

www.racetorations.co.uk 

www.racemettleltd.co.uk 

www.oxfordmotorcars.com 

 

Specifications / Features: 

 Full Roll Cage 

 Engine: 2315cc, OHV, custom built fuel injection 

and engine management 

 Power: 206 bhp @6200 rpm 

 Torque: 198 lb ft @ 5200 rpm 

 Transmission: 4 speed manual w/OD 

 Steering: TR4 rack and pinion 

 Brakes: disc on all four corners 

 Weight: 900 kg 

 Performance: top speed 130 mph (est); 0-60 

mph 6.5 sec (est) 

The Imagination Car 

Photo: Octane/Racetorations 

Photo: Rick Rone 

Photo: Rick Rone 
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Report from Scotland 

By Andrew Milne 

Craig – More by accident than design I came across about 50 pre-WWII open top cars on a "Scottish Rally" 
overnighting at Gleneagles (home of last year's Ryder Cup).  There was a miscellany of Bentleys, Aston Mar-
tins, Rileys, Alvis, Ford, Talbot and several Vauxhalls.  All were in immaculate condition and driven by very en-
thusiastic owners; the attached Jaguar SS was my favourite from many contenders – Andrew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The 7th Flying Scotsman Rally ran over 17-
19 April from Leeds to Gleneagles via Newcastle 
and Edinburgh.  A total of 110 cars entered the 
event, which covered 750 miles over the three 
days; the field included a 1934 Triumph Dolomite 
8C driven by Brits Keith Wickham and Brian 
Spearman; a 1936 Morgan 4/4 t-seater, driven by 
Sweden’s Anders Thorell and Ulf Forsberg; and a 
1935 Triumph Gloria Special, Brits Sean Bramhall.  

   William Medcalf with Navigator Tony Brooks repeated last year’s win in the event, described as 
the “toughest short pre-war rally in the world.”  They drove a 1925 Bentley Super Sports.  The 
next event for the Endurance Rally Association (http://endurorally.com) is the 2nd TransAmerica 
from Halifax, Nova Scotia, to San Francisco, in June.  If the route takes the planned 45 teams 
anywhere near St Louis, we’ll get the word out.   

1928 Bentley 4-1/2 litre of 
Rory Henderson and 1937 
Bentley Derby Special, Stuart 
Anderson and Andy Pullan.  
Photos by Andrew Milne.  

1929 Ford Model A, Scott Cor-
mack and Robin Rainsley 

1925 Vauxhall 30/98 of Adrian 
and Jacqui Beecroft.   

1932 Riley Gamecock Sprite, Philip White and 
Tom Harrington.  

 

The Stig Delivers A Petition... 

   As long as we’re discussing news from the Home Isles, we’ll 
assume most everyone’s familiar with the apparent demise of 
BBC’s long-running “Top Gear” program.  The short version: on 
25 March, following a physical dust-up between host Jeremy 
Clarkson and one of the show’s producers, the BBC announced 
it would not renew Clarkson’s contract.  Subsequently,  co-hosts 
Richard Hammond and James May and executive producer 
Andy Wilman announced they’d not participate in any version of 
“Top Gear” without Clarkson.   

   Even The Stig got involved: on 20 March, while riding an LBAV 
(Large British Armoured Vehicle, ie, a Vickers FV433 Abbot 
tracked, self-propelled 105mm gun.  Classy, but the darn things 
are hard to parallel park), he delivered a million-signature petition  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Cars & Coffee—18 April 2015 

   First one of the season and it was a barn-burner; event organizer ML Hillard quit counting cars at 325, one estimate came in at 
nearly 370 vehicles.  AND, those high-tech Swedes of the Gateway Chapter, Volvo Club of America, recorded the proceedings 
using a drone, you can see the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0xzQaE8cHs (if you’re subject to vertigo, you may 
want to close your eyes the first few seconds or hold onto something that isn’t moving).  

    

As discussed at the March meeting, any SLTOA club member inter-
ested in a new ID tag should supply Ed Kaizer with a digital photo of 
their car (.jpg format please), their name, city/state and how they 
want their car identified (year/model, etc).   

   The tag will cost $2.00 and will come in a clear plastic pocket with a 
neck lanyard.  Send the information directly to Ed at:  

ekaizer@yahoo.com 

N
a

m
e

t
a

g
s

!
 

Three Brits, three Minis, 4,000 miles for charity:  
www.theamericanjob.org.  
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TR Country 

   This one’s a tad far afield, but if you ever find yourself either heading to or from Kansas City and want to find an alternative to I-
70, you can’t do much better than a divert to the north.   

   Eastbound, start at US 24/Independence Avenue from either I-29/35 or I-435, which’ll take you through Independence right past 
the Harry S Truman Presidential Library & Museum.  Yeah, it’s urban but by the time cross the Little Blue River you’re out in the 
country.  Stay on US 24 or, at Napoleon, jog north to MO 224 for a drive along the Missouri River to Lexington.  At Waverly, contin-
ue south on US 65 to the north side of Marshall, then east on MO 240 to Glasgow.   

   To this point the route’s been scenic.  However, once you get on MO 87on the south side of Glasgow, you’ll also get about 20 
miles of tight turns, rapid elevation changes and a good number of blind summits where you ’ll get into the yoops (no relation to 
Michigan’s upper peninsula; this is what happens when you go over the top of a rise wondering which way the road will go while 
you nudge negative g’s and expound on the circumstances with a hearty “YOOP!”).   

   Things settle down a bit when you reach Franklin, above Boonville.  If you’ve had enough fun, proceed across the Missouri into 
Boonville and a return to I-70 or stay on US 40, which will deposit you back on the freeway at MP 121, immediately west of Colum-
bia.   From there, a straight shot back to St Louis.  

 

A Triumph in Auto Restoration  
Tim Olson, 67, a retired middle school teacher of Skokie, Ill., restored a 1960 Triumph Herald 

By A.J. Baime, March 24, 2015 

When you buy an old car, it’s like a mystery you want to solve. I 
bought my Triumph sight unseen off Craigslist, for $4,000 in the 
fall of 2012. I started a full restoration, and the more I took the car 
apart, the more I learned about it. 

By looking at patches that had been hidden from the sun, I was able 
to figure out what color it was originally.  Because the car was only 
made for a short time, parts were hard to find.  Using the Internet, I 
found parts I needed in New Zealand, Australia, and Norway. I 
found an organization that keeps records of old car companies, and 
was able to determine that mine came off the assembly line in Brit-
ain on April 2, 1960, and was exported directly to the Chicago area. 

Then one day, a big piece of the mystery was solved.  I took the 
Triumph to a car show in a neighboring town.  A stranger came up 
to me, absolutely dumbfounded.  He said that his family had owned 
this exact car back in 1960. He told stories of family road trips, and 
was able to later show me photographs of himself as a 6-year old 
with the car.  

The restoration took two years.  It was hard!  I’m glad I did it, but 
I’ll never do it again.  

(Thanks to Bonnie David for sending this in) 

Tim Olson, a retired teacher, with his 1960 Triumph 
Herald, photographed in Libertyville, Ill. Mr. Olson 
bought the car in 2012 off Craigslist, for $4,000 
(Katrina Wittkamp for the Wall Street Journal).  
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   Treasurer Andy then re-took the floor for a brief message: 
“DUES!”   Someone in the back of the room commented, 
“Rats, I just drank my dues!”   

   Steve Moore then kicked off the meeting’s mini-tech session, 
a priming device for a TR6 or GT6 fabricated by Ing Karl 
Schmitt.  Post-rebuild, the thingie allows the owner to get oil 
circulating throughout the engine prior to that dreaded first 
engine start, thus reducing wear and tear on the motor.  Steve 
said he’d make the tool available for loan to other members, 
followed by discussion of the possible fabrication of similar 
devices for other Triumphs.  

   Finally, a brief wrap-up on two recent events.  Lee Fox 
bragged on this year’s Missouri Endurance Rally, done with 
the third format change in three years (basically, a mix of the 
two previous formats) whereby competitors picked 5 out of a 
possible 15 destinations and then headed out for fame and 
fortune (or at least, glory).  The format proved highly popular 
and the participants had fun but, as Lee pointed out, no Tri-
umphs ran the event this year.  He closed with a hearty, “Next 
year, show up!” admonition.   

   YFE ended the wrap with a summation of the Forest Park 
Concours d’Elegance.  In brief, despite the difficulties present-

Meeting (Continued from page 4) ed by the temporary closure of the Muny lot for re-grading and 
paving, the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri pulled it off in 
fine fashion, with over 300 cars on display and large numbers 
of spectators.  Next year the show will return to the Muny park-
ing lot.   

   With all possible avenues of serious discussion expended, 
President Jesse rang the curtain down at 7:25 and the mem-
bership returned to their usual chaos.   

   Darn good meeting; our thanks to Manager Dave and the 
crew at The Corner for the great food and equally great ser-
vice.   

Great American Tour 

   In an online article by Kurt Ernst posted on 25 February, Hemmings an-
nounced the “Great American Tour,” an opportunity to drive the same US 66 
route employed by the participants in The Great Race: 

   Led by a Route 66 historian, the Great American Tour will trace the 
Mother Road from Kirkwood, Missouri to Santa Monica, California, with 
ample stops for sightseeing (at places like the Cadillac Ranch, the Petri-
fied Forest and the Grand Canyon) along the route.  Though the Great 
American Tour will be run simultaneously with the Great American Race, 
the two will only overlap at select finish line ceremonies along the way, 
ensuring that the Tour won’t affect the outcome of the Race.  Participants 
on the Tour will be on hand in Santa Monica on Sunday, June 28, to see 
the winner of the 2015 Great Race get crowned.  

   The event starts on Friday, June 19; the day prior to the initiation of The 
Great Race.  The cost per car/two people is $4500, which covers meals, 
lodging and attractions along the way.  Extra passengers are $2200 each.   

   Several local clubs are planning on gathering for the send-off of The Great 
Race in Kirkwood.  However, if you find you’d like to run part of the route 
yourself as part of an organized group (and have some spare cash lying 
around), call up http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2015/02/25/great-
american-tour-offers-opportunity-to-drive-route-66-with-the-great-race/?
refer=news.  
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SLTOA Classifieds 

Ultimate TR250 
Project—Back 
on the block: two 
TR250s for sale: 
one 1968 that 
runs and drives 
and the other in 
mid-dismantle.  I 
haven't worked on 
the cars in a while 

and it’s time to clean the garage.  Both cars have clear titles, 
are located in St Peters.  Other goodies include two additional 
engines, one transmission, two spare frames (one a little 
rough, the other good but patches), nice set of fenders from a 
TR4A, plus much, much more including TR250-specific parts 
and components.  Contact for full list/details.  Brian Borgstede 
(636)397-3146 bborgstede@charter.net (1408).  

78 TR7—Coupe, best offer, call Jesse (636)256-7790 (1504) 

For Sale—1500cc Spitfire 
motor, needs assembly.  Flat
-top pistons (.40 over), har-
monic balancer, crank and 
flywheel balanced as a unit.  
Flywheel lightened, includes 
new main and rod bearings, 
wrist pin bushings, front and 
rear oil seals and  gasket set.  
Heavy duty valve springs and 

seats.  Head machine work not completed (head is included), 
needs your connecting rods, exhaust and intake set-up.   Block 
machine work is done, asking $500.  Call Craig at (636)248-
7466 (1501) 

For Sale—Four TR8 OEM wheels, three with fair Pirelli 
P185/70R P6 tires and one with a Yokohama A-008 that’ll look 
good protecting your boat dock.  Suitable for upgrading your 
TR7 or possibly your Spitfire.  $200 for all four, contact Mark at 
rangermk@sbcglobal.net or (314)607-1507 (1405) 

For sale—Five GT6 parts cars, one TR6 parts car.  Call Ron 
Theel for information (636)931-6058, Festus, MO (1401).  

For Sale—Wide variety of TR3/4 used OEM parts, primarily 
from the completion of my TR3B in 1968.  Call/email for the 
entire four-page list, specifics and questions.  Larry Brown 
(618)971-0056 or larrby1703@hotmail.com (1312).  

Wanted—Speedometer for non-overdrive ‘72 GT6 Mk3.  Call 
John (314)821-4156 (1503) 

St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 
 
 
 

Member club, St Louis Sports Car Council 

www.stlscc.org 

   We apologize for the poor quality photo reproduction, but by 
the time of this ad’s appearance in the 27 April edition of Au-
toweek, the car had already been pulled from the Detroit 
CraigsList.  Sold?  Removed due to acute embarrassment?  
Who knows…but consider what an impact you’d have on the 
ABCCS if you drove up with this fine rendition of a British clas-
sic.   

   Anyway, here’s the ad verbage as posted by the magazine: 

1971 Triumph TR6 Pearl White Like New – Cali-
fornia Body/NO RUST, 97,000 miles, New engine, only 
6,000 miles on it!!!  Car was completely rebuilt from the 
ground up.  The TR6 is beloved as the last of the tradi-
tional hairy-chested English roadsters.  

Best of CraigsList 
to BBC’s headquarters in London.  The petition called for 
Clarkson’s immediate reinstatement.  

   The future of the show remains up in the air; reportedly, 
Clarkson, Hammond, May and (presumably) The Stig are 
working on a new project involving cars, probably for the ITV 
Network.  In the meantime, here’s a link to The (London) Tel-
egraph video of the petition delivery: www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/bbc/11485289/The-Stig-delivers-Jeremy-Clarkson-
petition-to-BBC.html.  

Stig Delivers (Continued from page 7) 

SLTOA Blog: News, commentary, opinion and sea-

soned immaturity: www.sltoa.org/blog/  



 

12 

Next Meeting:  

Tuesday 19 May 2015 
 

Craig Madsen’s place 
703 Tinsman Pl 

O’Fallon, MO  

(636)734-3937 

 

Show after 5 PM, bring food, 
consume same along with as-
sorted liquids, mull over the 

meaning of life...and hold May’s 
meeting.  

 

And Finally... 

K 

One for the 
“Traditional  
British Roadster” 
contingent... 

 Sam Halkias’ No. 83 Catawba Island Marina/Buckeye Triumph TR6 


