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Friendly Reminder: Dues Are Due!  

Exhaust Notes  
Newsletter of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association  
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Calendar  

 

17 Mar 2015ðMonthly SLTOA Meeting, at 
Hatfieldôs & McCoyôs, 7337 Mexico Rd (west of 
Mid Rivers Mall Drive), St Peters.  

4 Apr 2015ðAnnual Gateway Healey As-
sociation Wash-Up/Tune-Up, in advance of 
the Forest Park Concours.  At Keith Besterôs 

garage, 115 N Sappington.   

22-25 Apr 2015ðSouth Central VTR Regional, Kerr-
ville, TX, hosted by the Hill Country Triumph Club of Aus-
tin at the Inn of the Hills (www.innofthehills.com).   The 
block of 75 rooms were going fast, call (800)292-5690 
and ask for the Hill Country Triumph rate of $104 per 
night.  For more information,  contact Steve Johnson at 
stevenjohnson7@sbcglobal.net.  

16-19 Jun 2015ðTRA 2015 Na-
tional Meet, Solomons Island, MD, 
hosted by MasonDixon TRA.  Large 
number of events planned, Holiday Inn 
Conference Center & Marine on Back 
Creek/Solomons Harbor is the host 
hotel: 155 Holiday Dr (410)326-5311, 
call in reservations now, Group Code 
TR0 (zero), $124 per night plus tax.  

For more information, contact Jack and Carol Schmelyun 
at (410)786-8913 jctriumph@yahoo.com or monitor the 
MasonDixon group at www.brmmbrmm.com/
masondisxontrs.  

11-15 Aug 2015ðòTriumphs in 
the Heartland,ò VTR 2015, in Fon-
tana, WI, on Lake Geneva, hosted by 
the Illinois Sports Owners Association.  
Kas Kastner will serve as guest of 
honor, extensive list of activities 
planned.  Reportedly the Abbey Resort 
& Conference Center is sold out, 
check in Delavan, Williams Bay and 
Lake Geneva for accommodations.  
Web page is up at www.vtr2015.com.  
SLTOA is sending a contingent.  

8-11 Oct 2015ðTriumphest 
2015, Del Mar, CA, hosted by the 
Triumph Sports Car Club of San Die-
go.  The host hotel is the Hilton del 
Mar.  Autocross, funcours, social 
events, traditional Triumphest events 
plus a dart contest.  Several great 
drives, optional tour of USS Midway 
(CV-41) Museum and cocktail/dinner 
cruises.  More info to follow, keep an 
eye on www.triumphest2015.com/
home.html.  

15 Mar 2015ð19
th
 Annual All British Swap Meet & 

Autojumble, hosted by the Chicagoland MG Club at 
the DuPage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL.  Vendor 
spaces (10x10) $30, gate admission $5, kids 12 and 
under free, free parking.  New date for the big annual 
event, call up www.britishcarswap.info/  

16 Mar 2015ðMG Club of St Louis Tech Session, All 
British Car Repair, 2618 Woodson Rd, topic is MG interiors-
seats, www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

21 Mar 2015ðAnnual Terry Fanning Memorial Rally 
& Picnic, hosted by the MG Club of St Louis.  Meet at the 
Starbucks at Dierbergôs Town Center, 125 Plaza Dr (Taylor & 
Manchester, west county), event starts at 1 PM; expect a 90-
mile rally touring some of the best roads for driving fun, will 
end somewhere for dinner.  Info at www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

27 Mar 2015ðOutsiders Car Cruise at the Kirkwood 
Sonic resumes, 1002 S Kirkwood.  Every Friday night through 
October, 5-10 PM.  Music, attendance prizes, 50/50 drawing; 
no alcohol, no burnouts, come and enjoy the evening and the 
cars.    

4 Apr 2015 ï Annual Gateway Healey Association 
Wash-Up/Tune-Up, traditional pre-Forest Park Easter 
Concours gathering at Keith Besterôs garage, 115 N Sapping-
ton, monitor http://clubs.hemmings.com/gatewayhealey/.  

18-19 Apr 2015ðAnnual Missouri Endurance Rally, 
hosted by the MG Club of St Louis.  Details to follow, monitor 
www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

19 Apr 2015ðStart of the Boeing Sports Car Club au-
tocross season, Family Arena, St Charles.  Show about 9-
9:30 for tech inspection and course walk, $35 for six runs, AM 
and PM sessions.  Any questions or to get on the email event 
listing for future autocrosses, contact Racer Steve at 
sshab@yahoo.com.  

18 Apr 2015ðCars & Coffee returns!  Westport Plaza, I-
270 and Page, south lot between Starbucks and McDonalds, 
8:30-10:30 AM.     

20 Apr 2015ðTech Session hosted by MG Club of St 
Louis, at British Cars Restorations & Services, 2338 N Lind-
bergh Blvd, StL, 7-10 PM.  Tech talk/demo on ñthe fine art of 
joining metals.ò    

25 Apr 2015ðBenefit Car Show for the St Louis 
County Police Welfare Association, 8 AM-5 PM, 
Mehlville Senior High, 3200 Lemay Ferry Rd.  50/50 raffles, 31 
classes of cars, info at (314)229-4360. 

2 May 2015ð15
th
 Annual Classics on Wheels Car 

Show.  Several classes and awards, dash plaques, $15 regis-
tration 9 AM-noon.  In downtown Elsberry; fun drive, fun show.   

2-3 May 2015ðFling in the Spring, hosted by the MG 
Club of St Louis.  Drive to Little Giant State Park (south of Car-
bondale), spend the night, Sunday brunch at the lodge.  More 
info to follow, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

9 May 2015ðBSCC Autocross No. 2, Family Arena, St 
Charles.  Contact Racer Steve to sign up, sshab@yahoo.com 

16 May 2015ðCars & Coffee, Westport Plaza, I-270 and 
Page, 8:30-10:30 AM.  

14 Mar 2015ðJaguar Association of Greater St Louis Hid-
den Gem Parks + Civil War Museum Rally.  Meet at the 
St Louis BreadCo at MO 21/Tesson Ferry, west of I-270 behind 
Walgreens, 9 AM; drive to Mastodon State Park, Bee Tree 
Park, Cliff Cave Park, Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery 
and the Missouri Civil War Museum, followed by lunch at the 
Stacked Burger Bar in Carondelet.  Please RSVP to Jim Hen-
drix at (636)227-2565 Phil Taxman at (314)727-9179.  
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4
th 
Annual                   

British National Meet   

May 28-30 2015  
Web: www.BritishNationalMeet.com 

54th Annual Forest Park Concours/Easter Car Show 
Sunday, 5 April 2015 
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TR4 Wanted! - The owner of the TR4 which 
was originally scheduled for featured display at 
the British National Meet in May developed a 
conflict and canôt make it to Hot Springs. 

Event organizer/coordinator Barry Harrison is 
desperately looking for a really nice TR4 as a 
replacement.  If you have one please contact 
Barry direct at  

barrett10@sbcglobal.net  

¶ Due to the reconstruction of the Muny parking lot, this yearôs event is limited to 300 cars; clubs are limited 
to 10 cars each.  

¶ Therefore, by mutual agreement between SLTOA and the MG Club of St Louis, this yearôs MG-Triumph/
British Leyland Participation Challenge is cancelled.  

¶ SLTOA will reimburse members who have registered at the club rate in advance of the show.  

¶ Individual registrations are still welcome; see www.hccmo.com for registration information. 

¶ Cars will go on display on Wells Drive from the Jewel Box roundabout east to Jefferson and on Mackland 

¶ The MG-Triumph Challenge will resume next year  
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Hmmm...good 
time to work on 
the  Triumph! 
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   Greetings!  Did we not have a 
fantastic day and turn out for 
our February 8th Polar Bear 
Run?  One might say we were 
blessed by God.  High 60-70 
degree weather and sun-
shine.  I have been told there 
were 27 cars that participat-
ed.  We took over the pub in 
New Haven to the surprise of 
many locals, who walked in and 
walked out.  We presented 
awards of appreciation to our 
current VP, Steve Moore and 
wife Maria, also Steve Paur and 
his wife Ronnie.  They contrib-
uted extra service to the club, 
there was a round of applause 
by everyone.   

   On another note, we have 
cancelled the Concours in April, 
as a club event, due to 
the temporary loss of upper 
parking lot at the Muny for said 
event.  Refunds will be given 
out at next meeting, at Hat-
field's and McCoys on March 
17th.  At the meeting, we will 
discuss options for the pic-
nic; and do we want to have a 
run to Hermann for the Mai 
Fest on Sunday May 17th?   

   Hope to see everyone at next 
meeting! ï Jesse 

Polar Bear Run ð8 February 2015  

 

   Holy cow, what a day!  For the record, 
temps in the mid-60s and severe clear by 
mid-day, with a total of 43 participants from 
multiple clubs (predominately SLTOA and 
the MG Club of St Louis) for the run to New 
Haven.  The incredibly good weather for the 
event ï which has served as the traditional 
first drive of the season for the club since 
the formation of SLTOA in 1982 ï undoubt-
edly contributed to the large number of cars: 
six Spitfires, one Spit6, two GT6s, four 
TR6s, two TR7s, one MGA, two MGBs, one 
Sprite, one E-Type and one each Saab 93 

(!), BMW Z3, Mitsubishi Eclipse, Miata, 
Corvette, Pontiac Solstice GXPéand the 
Paurôs extremely rare Triumph-VW, making 
its public debut.  Needless to say, the latter 
vehicle attracted a lot of attentioné 

   This year, something different: a linear 
route to the end point, vice the usual circular 
routing out of and back into St Louis.  The 
event organizers decided a couple of 
months back to repeat Octoberôs drive to 
New Haven, with lunch (and a brief meeting) 
at the New Haven Grille & Levee Bar and 
opportunities to visit the Pinckney Bend 
Distillery and Astral Glass Studio.  In addi-
tion, two starting points with a ñnorthern 
groupò departure from the commuter lot at I-
64/US 40 and MO 94 and ñsouthern groupò 
heading out from the Wildwood Dierbergôs 
lot.  

   Greg Reiman in his familiar blue Spit 
pulled into the commuter lot first, with his 
daughterôs fianc® Josh (hereafter known as 
ñJosh the Fianc®,ò at least until The Wed-
ding of the Century) in the navigatorôs seat.  
ñBob in the Saabò Duddy followed in his 93 
and from that point the lot filled up pretty 
quickly.  Right about 10 AM, the two groups 
took to the road for the drive to the rally site 
in Washington, where hoods immediately 
went up and much requisite tire-kicking took 
place.  After about 30 minutes, an incredible 
procession of 27 cars pulled out of the lot for 
the run to New Haven.  

   The group absolutely filled the New Haven 
Grille which meant some meals took a while for 
delivery to the tables, but overall the staff did a 
fine job and were quite happy to have the busi-
ness; anyone who walked in after the invasion 
wound up having to take seats at the bar.   

   With the food and drink orders in, President 
Jesse stood up to make an announcement 
(comment from the floor: ñAre you going to lead 
the prayer?ò  Presidential response: ñNot for 
you!ò).  Once the noise subsided he called up 
Stephen and Maria Moore and Stephen and 
Ronnie Paur and presented them with club 
awards for their contributions to SLTOA and 
the Triumph hobby during 2014.  All four were 

(Continued on page 5) 

This yearôs Polar Bear marked the public debut of the 
remarkable Triumph-VW of Stephen and Ronnie Paur! 

The North Crew, engaged in the requisite pre-event 
story telling and tire-kicking.  

...and the South Contingent.  Photo by Andy Acker-
man 

In Memoriam  

Ernie Hemmings  
 

1926 -2015  

Hemmings Motor News  
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By Jesse Lowe 

The Shape of 
Things to Come! 


