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Calendar 

 

9 Nov 2014—2
nd

 Annual Veterans Day 
Drive.  Run down the Mississippi River on the 
Illinois side to Chester, lunch in Perryville and then 
return.  Open to all local LBC/special interest car 
clubs, donation requested,  proceeds benefit the 

Fisher House Foundation (www.fisherhouse.com), call 
(314)607-1507 or email rangermk@sbc.global for more 
info. 

18 Nov 2014–Monthly SLTOA meeting, O’Leary’s, 3828 
S Lindbergh Blvd, St Louis 

5 Dec 2014—SLTOA Christmas Party, Missouri Ath-
letic Club-West, see pg. 3. 

* * * * NO MEETING IN DECEMBER * * * * 

8 Feb 2015—DATE TENTATIVE—32
nd

 Annual 
SLTOA Polar Bear Run.  Event coordinator and post-
drive host needed.   

22-25 Apr 2015—South Central VTR Regional, Kerr-
ville, TX, hosted by Hill Country Triumph Club of Austin. 

11-15 Aug 2015—VTR 2015, “Triumphs in the Heart-
land,” Fontana, WI.  Hosted by Illinois Sports Owners 
Association.   

31 Oct 2014—Scheduled last Outsiders Car Club Sonic 
Cruise for the season, ~4 PM until 10 PM at the Sonic on 
Kirkwood Rd just north of I-44.  All makes and models 
welcome; usually a big turnout of rods and American 
heavy metal and always something interesting.  Live mu-
sic, 50/50 drawing for the Wounded Warrior Project.   

1 Nov 2014—MGCStL Annual Hal-
loween Drive.  Meet at the Target in 
Chesterfield at 10:30 for a drive to the 
Eagle Fork Corn Maze in Moscow Mills, 
followed by dinner at Harry J’s Steak-
house.  Costumes optional but highly en-
couraged, see www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

8 Nov 2014—Annual Museum of Transport Wheels 
and Wine.  Enjoy tasting some of the region’s finest 
wines amongst the museum’s vintage cars, 7 to 9 PM.  
Call (314)615-8668 to purchase tickets, info at http://
transportmuseumassociation.org.  

9 Nov 2014—Last Boeing Sports Car Club autocross of 
the season, Family Arena, St Charles.  $35 for six runs, 
show about 9 AM.  Contact Racer Steve at 
sshab@yahoo.com for details.  

15 Nov 2014—Fifth Annual MG Club Sporting Clays 
Shoot at the Blackhawk Valley Hunt Preserve, Old Mon-
roe.  Golf with shotguns!  Meet at 10 AM, see 
www.stlouismgclub.com/ for details.   

13 Dec 2014—Gateway Healey Association Christ-
mas Party, at Keith Bester’s house, 115 N Sappington 
(314)827-2372, 7:30 PM.  Details to follow, monitor http://
clubs.hemmings.com/gatewayhealey/. 

24 Jan 2015—MG Club of St Louis Annual Holiday 
Party, at Sqwires, 1415 S 18th St, Lafayette Square.  
Monitor www.stlouismgclub.com/  

StL events:  http://clubs.hemmings.com/lakerscarclub/. 

2014 Veteran’s Day run 

A jaunt down the river and back again, hosted by  
St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

Sunday, 9 November 2014 
Meet at McDonalds in Columbia  

(IL 3 at Parkview Dr/Vets Parkway) @ 10:00 AM 
First car away at 10:30 

 
Urban driving minimized; several high speed sections, 

twisties, uphill and downhill.  Cross the Mississippi at Ches-
ter, lunch stop in Perryville, return to St Louis via    I-55 or 

join the hard core for a return via US 61.  

Open to all sports and special interest car clubs.   

Veterans: wear those ballcaps, field/flight jackets or    other 
emblems of your service. 

Per-car donations requested. 

All proceeds to either the 
Fisher House Foundation or 

the Purple Heart Founda-
tion, in support of our mili-
tary personnel and their 

families.  

www.fisherhouse.org 
www.purpleheartfoundation.org 
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Meeting Notes—21 October 2014 

   Hey "Sports Fans" we had a great turn 
out at the meeting at Hatfield’s & 
McCoy’s.  To everyone's surprise, Mark 
Morgan, our esteemed editor showed up 
with his very own silver TR8.  I believe 
with a little elbow grease he will give those 
who own TR8s a run for their money at 
next year’s All British. 

   We have had several different runs in 
the month of October.  All of which have 
been well represented by Triumph running 
vehicles.  We have witnessed trees 
changing, and great comradery amongst 
the group.   

   All members wishing to attend the 
Christmas party, December 5th, please 
send checks to Ann Stark for a head 
count, (very important).   Remember we 
will have "Rob Your Neighbor" and maybe 
the mysterious 1960 Rambler Shocks will 
appear again. 

(Continued on page 9) 

   As befits a proper British car club with 
members who pursue good, thoughtful, 
cautious, modern lives, the members of 
SLTOA went for a truly healthy repast at 
October’s meeting: fried catfish, hushpup-
pies, fried okra, beans, and BBQ ribs, bris-
ket and pork at Hatfield’s & McCoy’s in St 
Peters.  The club darn near overwhelmed 
the wait staff with its turnout of 30 members 
(and five Triumphs out in the lot), but the 
H&M crew endeavoured to persevere and 
once the food arrived, it arrived in large 
amounts.   

   In the meantime, in and around placing 
orders and waiting for the vittles, club mem-
bers engaged in the usual pre-meeting 
banter about cars, the All British Car & Cy-
cle Show, upcoming events, family, hob-
bies, etc.  At the end of one table Kathy 
and Rosemary presided over the dispersal 
of the last of the club’s recent shirt and ball-
cap order; at another table, the SLTOA 
treasurer kept almighty busy, er, treas-
urering.  Several looked out the window 
and oohed and aahed over Dick Olds’ blue 
TR4; upon learning he was a US Navy man, two other club Former Naval Persons 
immediately went over and started into some serious swapping of sea stories 
(“Shoot yeah, I’ve been to Rota, had a great time…what I remember of it”).  

   Finally, right about 7:10, president Jesse Lowe attempted to bring order to the 
proceedings by calling the meeting to order.  He started with a salute to all who 

(Continued on page 9) 

We invite you and yours to the annual 

St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

Christmas Party 
Friday, 5 December  

At the Missouri Athletic Club-West 

1777 Des Peres Rd, Town & Country 

6:30 cash bar, 7:30 dinner 

“Rob Your Neighbor” gift exchange—$20 limit, please 

Menu 
Caesar Salad 

Roasted Pork with Winter Chutney   Chicken Piccata 

Whipped Potatoes   Penne Pasta with Cream Sauce 

Green Beans Almandine 

Cheese Cake 

$17.00 per person (SLTOA will pay the difference) 

Please make your reservation on or before November 30, 2014 with 

Ann Stark, 16 Brazillian Court, Ladue, MO 63124-1728 (checks only, please) 

Questions?  Call Ann Stark (314)993-5314  or Kathy Kresser (636)394-3012 

Photos by Andy Ackerman 

Shape of Things to Come!   

By Jesse Lowe 
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By Kathy Kresser 

   Little British car driving 
was at its best plus step-
ping back in time with a trip 
to Mount Airy aka Mayberry 
(the home town of Andy 
Griffith), displaying one’s 
car on a fantastic show 
field, car events testing 
one’s driving skills and mix-
ing with Triumph celebrities 
were part of this year’s Vin-
tage Triumph Register 
(VTR) meet in North Caroli-
na.  

   Over 250 Triumphs gath-
ered and they were not 
disappointed by the roads 
in the Blue Ridge.  They 
were twisty, canopied, hilly 
and thrilling to drive.  The 

spectacular scenery with lush green forests, followed by fields 
of tobacco and quaint farms was second to none.  It was hard 
to pick my favorite from lowland country roads to the back and 
forth of the mountain routes with the clouds surrounding the 
car.  

   The Moonshine TSD Rally (time, speed and distance), Lord 
Hassell’s Fun Rally, Barney Fife’s funkana, a Racer’s Forum 
Autocross and the Victoria British Victory Hill Climb generated 
many avenues for the Triumph enthusiasts to test their cars and 
driving skills.  The hill climb attracted many drivers and specta-
tors. The bottom of the hill provided a gorgeous setting for the 
spectators along the river with trees to shade the day. Unfortu-
nately one could not see much of the hill climb itself.  Hill climb 
drivers shared with me the excitement of racing up the lower 
portion and then trying to reach the top on this 6/10 mile climb.  
I am sure there was plenty of red-lining on this event.  

   The Moonshine TSD Rally followed the back roads of Surry 
County where the “shiners” traveled in the day evading the 
Revenuers – and from that NASCAR was born.  The Triad Aus-
tin Healey Club allowed VTR to use the name as well as its rally 
master.  

   The autocross was a fast one with completion times under 50 
seconds, even for the elegant Glorias.  There were three of 
these rare cars, all from Texas.  The faster modified cars were 
racing through this course under 23 seconds. A surprise at the 
end, a female took the fastest speed of the day.  

VTR 2014—Dobson, North Carolina 

   The stunning 
display of Tri-
umphs on the 
Shelton Vine-
yards for the 
group photo 
and car show 
could not have 
been better.  
The Triumphs 
were beautiful 
on the field.  
Tom Jones 
and Creig 
Houghtaling 
displayed 
Creig’s TR7; 
Chris Kresser 
showed his 
TR3A in Con-
cours de’ Ele-
gance scoring 
395.5 points 
out of 400 
taking first in 
class.  

   Additionally, 
attendees had 
the opportunity 
to meet and 
talk with Tri-
umph headlin-
ers: Harris 
Mann, the 
principal de-
signer of the 
TR7, and Gra-
ham Robson, a rally co-driver in Austin-Healey sports cars 
and Sunbeams, development engineer for Standard-Triumph 
and author of many books and articles.  Both Mann and Rob-
son enjoyed their time at VTR eyeing the Triumphs, sharing 
their stories and each one selecting the one car that he would 
most want to take home. Mann selected a TR7 (no surprise 
here) with Robson going for a well-sorted TR4. 

   When all is said and done, the camaraderie is most remem-
bered.  It is the re-connecting with friends, making new 
friends and sharing time that makes classic car meets fun.  

Proofread by Anice Etz 

 

The three Glorias from Texas... 

Spirited run up the hill.  Photos by 
Kathy Kresser, 

...and a Triumph Italia... 

Plus a Standard Vanguard Sportsman 
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VTR 2014—Creig and Tom’s Big Adventure! 

 

   Tom Jones and I have been friends since 1987.  So our 

friendship is almost as old as the 1979 TR7 we drove to the 
Vintage Triumph Register national meet in North Carolina this 
month.   

   I met Tom when I began working at McDonnell Douglas.  We 

worked in the same lab together.  As we talked I learned he 
had a couple of TR7s.  At that time I was working on my TR6, 
so we immediately had something in common.  Soon after, 

Tom sold those TR7s and then bought a convertible TR7.  He 
drove that for many years.  Then he and I worked on a Buick 
V6 TR7 project.  That one is still in work.  (Along with several 

other cars I have managed to collect over the years.) 

   A few years ago Tom retired so we haven’t had the same 
opportunity to be together as we did.  So I suggested that we 
ought to drive to the VTR convention this year.  This year was 

special for TR7/TR8 owners because the Wedge Owners As-
sociation raised money to invite Harris Mann, the designer of 
the TR7, to speak this year.  So we decided to go!  VTR events 

were scheduled September 9th through 13th.   

   We left home Sunday 
morning Sep. 7th.  Our 
first stop Sunday night 

was in Crossville. TN. 
so we could drive the 
Tail of the Dragon in the 

Smoky Mountains on 
Monday.  Monday 
morning we got up 

bright and early, had 
breakfast and filled the 
gas tank.  We decided 

to take the scenic route, 
US 127 south to 68 

east, to 33 north, to 72 
east to US 129.   

   The section of US 129 
between here and just 

past the South Carolina 
border has become 
known as The Tail of 

the Dragon.  It boasts 11 miles and 318 curves!  The drive get-
ting to the Tail of the Dragon was spectacular.  I took a few 

pictures, but none that were as beautiful as what I saw.  When 

we got to the Tail of the Dragon, we saw a couple in a white 
Spitfire just finishing the drive.  We met up with them  a few 
days later at the car show and exchanged stories.  Driving the 

Tail was a joy.  I’m guessing my average speed was probably 
about 25.  Some of the turns are so tight that you feel like you 
can see your tail lights as you go around them.  How can you 

get a better road than this to drive in a Triumph! 

   When we got into North 
Carolina we turned east on 
228 to US 74 & 19 to Bryson 

City.  This route was called 
the Hell Bender.  I’m think-
ing because of the Hell-

benders that live in the riv-
ers in the area.  All of this 
region of Tennessee and 

North Carolina is full of riv-
ers and dams and 
lakes.  The dams were cre-

ated by the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority in the middle of 
the 20th century to control 

flooding and make electrici-
ty.  Along the way we visited 
the highest dam in this sys-

tem called Fontana Dam. 
Then we made our way to  Bryson City where we stayed the 
night at a little Inn called Lloyds By the River a few miles out-

side of town.  The inn was a very quaint old place that has 
been well maintained and updated.  Every room had a back 
porch with rocking chairs where you could relax and watch & 

listen to the river.  Too bad we only stayed the night. 

    Tuesday morning we got up and headed east to a little town 
called Cherokee in the Eastern Cherokee Reservation.  Pretty 

cool to go to another nation and not need a passport.  There 
we went north on US 441 to the south entrance of the Blue 
Ridge Parkway.  For those not familiar with the Blue Ridge 

Parkway, it runs for 469 miles through Virginia and North Caro-
lina, mostly along the Blue Ridge, a major mountain chain that 
is part of the Appalachian Mountains.  The road was built ex-

clusively as a scenic highway and is owned and maintained by 

(Continued on page 6) 

Copilot Tom, ready to tackle the 
Dragon.  Photos by Creig Houghtal-
ing unless otherwise noted.  

Who needs Todd and Buz or Route 66 to get your kicks?  
Here come TJ and The Creigster! 

...and there they go (Tail of the Dragon photos by Killboy.com.  
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St Louis Triumph Owners Association ` 

SLTOA’s on Face book! 
 
Www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_134416839926824&ap=1 

Member Club, St Louis Sports Car Council 

www.stlscc.org 

the National Park 
system.  We 
drove almost a 

hundred miles of 
this road to the 
East side of Ash-

ville.  Along this 
section of the 
parkway we trav-

eled through the 
highest elevation 
for the road near 

Mt. Pisgah in the Smokey Mountains.  Then picked up Inter-
state 40 to I 77 to Mt. Airy where we stayed for our days at the 
VTR gathering. 

   Since we got in late Tuesday night we slept in a bit Wednes-
day morning before going to register.  At 11 we attended the 
first of two “Technical Sessions” in an auditorium at the Surry 

Community College.  This was the featured session for Harris 
Mann with Graham Robson hosting.  At the presentation, Mike 
Cook displayed the original artwork that Harris Mann had made 

to present his ideas for a new sports car design.  Harris told 
about British Leyland’s pressure at the time to replace the TR6 
with a car that would pass new US regulations.  His wedge 

design won.  BL was originally going to badge it as an MG, but 
they decided to sell it as the Triumph TR7.  In the afternoon, 
there was a second session with a “Racers Forum” featuring 

Ken Slagle, Bob Johns, Mike Cook, and Ted Schumach-
er.  Bob Johns told of his early racing in a TR2 on the famous 
Nürburgring in Germany.  Mike Cook & Ken Slagle in Spit-

fires.  Slagle also drove a very well prepared TR8.  Ken Schu-
macher drove the latest cars in a stock TR8 category.  Very 
fascinating stories! 

   After this presen-

tation, we were 
outside the audito-
rium and I saw 

what looked to be 
3 old MG TDs driv-
ing into the parking 

lot.  As I got to the 
parking lot, I real-
ized these were 

not MGs, but pre-
war Triumph 
Southern Cross 

Glorias.  I have 
never seen one of 
these cars except 

in photos.  And 
now there were 3 

beautiful cars in 
one spot!  OMG – I 
just died and went 

to heaven! 

   Thursday Tom and I drove Lord Hassell’s Fun Rally in the 
morning, then made our way over to the hill climb in the after-
noon.  At the hill climb, the most interesting car there was Ken 

Slagle’s old TR8 race car.  There were also a lot of extremely 
fast TR6s there in the afternoon.  The morning run (that we 
didn’t see) were the smaller cars and more stock Tri-

umphs.  That night we had dinner in Mt. Airy at the Old North 

Big Adventure (Continued from page 5) State Winery.  It was a beautiful evening, so we didn’t think 
about closing the top.  When we came out it was raining! 

OOPS! 

   Friday morning we got up bright and early for the car 
show.  We lined up for the panoramic photo then parked on the 
beautiful green grass of the Shelton Vineyards.  Because of 

Harris Mann, I think I heard that there were between 70 & 80 
TR7s and TR8s.  In the evening we attended the VTR Mem-
bers meeting, Back to Mayberry BBQ, Auction, and awards 

presentation for the rallies, & craft/photo contest. 

   Saturday was the Funkhana, Autocross, and Awards Ban-

quet.  But Tom & I got on the road back to St. Louis.  Tom’s 
furnace at home was out and evenings were getting to be pret-
ty cool.  So we made our way north on the Andy Griffith Park-

way (US 52) into Virginia and hooked up with Interstate 
77.  We traveled 77 north through Virginia, and West Virginia 
till we connected with Interstate 64 to make our way 

home.  The hills and scenery in Virginia and West Virginia were 
AWESOME!   

   We made the seven or eight hundred 
miles home with a couple of roadside re-

pairs along the way.  When I got home the 
engine was running poorly.  When I had a 
chance to check it out I found the throttle 

sets between the two carbs had slipped.  I 
had too much throttle on one carb, so in 
effect I was driving on one carbure-

tor.  Adjust the screw and good as 
new!  (Actually there are a couple of other 
things that need to be fixed too.  But that’s 

a whole other story.) 
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By Kathy Kresser 

On October 5th, a crisp, sunny morning, many Triumphs, MGs and 
other sports cars arrived at 64/94 for a drive to New Haven. Thanks 
to rally master Stephen Paur for mapping a direct and scenic drive 
along 94 into Washington, combined with a stretch on 47 then 100 
to New Haven for lunch. Along the drive, we enjoyed the lush green 
of early fall -- a beautiful sight just a bit before the autumn colors 
consume the landscape.  

New Haven, a tiny spot on the map, sits right on the Missouri River. 
The residents must enjoy the peace and tranquil life here. I loved 
the small, historic downtown district; the buildings are from a differ-
ent time with interesting shops. The highlight is the walk along the 
river with many places for one to sit and enjoy.   

I understand many stopped by the local distillery to sample the 
goods; hopefully the sampling was limited. Others picked up the 
antique car show in Washington featuring a number of cars includ-
ing a Pierce Arrow, an Austin, a Ford Thunderbird, ’59 Cadillac 
Convertible, ’57 Ford Retractable Hard Top and a couple of Cor-
vairs,  It was indeed a perfect show day as well as an excellent 
driving day. 

Stephen, thanks for taking the time to plan a driving event complete 
with lunch and browsing. It was a good gathering of good cars and 
good folks. 

Proofread by Anice Etz 

 

  

Fall Drive to New Haven — 5 October 2014 

Photos by Jake Thoma 
and YFE 

JT 

JT 

JT 
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TR Tech 

 
The Latest on Ignition Rotors 

(NOTE: The following dates back a few years, but the infor-
mation is undoubtedly still good).   

   For the past six years the ignition rotors supplied by Lucas 
and all the re-boxers have been made with very poor materi-
als.  The carbon content of the “insulating” material is too high 
and the metal portion is riveted to the rotor.   The high carbon 
content makes a great path for electricity to follow to ground; 
this causes misses and finally failure to the rotor.  

   It is extremely difficult to troubleshoot because so many 
things can cause a miss.  When a rivet is used it makes the 
space between the little metal piece inside the rotor and the 
rivet very small, so the shorts start here.   

   The cure is a “premium” rotor, made with low carbon materi-
al and no rivet.  

   While at The Roadster Factory room during VTR-
Triumphest National I saw new rotors with a red or blue mate-
rial for the 6 and 4-cylinder engines. I checked with Moss and 
British Parts Northwest when I returned and they now carry 
these “premium” rotors.  The old duffy rotors cost $3.95 and 
the new are $11.95 at Moss and $6.95 at British Parts North-
west. I don’t know why the big difference in price, but I would 
definitely recommend buying them for your Triumph.  

   I’ve had to carry a spare normal rotor for the past few years 
in my glove box to make sure I get where I’m going.  The red 
6-cylinder or the blue 4-cylinder are the way to go.  Moss’ 
have a three-year warranty but all of the “premium” rotors are 
far better quality than the original.  

   One more thing: if you have an up-rated coil, the gold Lucas 
Sport or the Pertronix coil, you really need one of these ro-
tors.   

         - Tom Eller, courtesy of the Tyee Triumph Club Trumpet 

 

More Fun with Electrical Components… 

   Here I am all hot and bothered to get going on the Renown 
and June looks me in the eye and asked “do you have the 
Jag finished and when are we going to go for a ride and show 
it??”  Well, the dash is in, but the windshield wipers don’t 
work, and the passenger seat isn’t in yet.  “OK as soon as you 
have that finished you can continue to tear into the Renown!”  
Well the wipers shouldn’t be such a big deal….I thought they 
were working when I put the dash in, so why aren’t they work-
ing now?   

   I flip the switch and nothing happens.  No high speed, low 
speed or even a quiver from the motor.  I will have to pull the 
wiring harness to the motor and possibly the wiper switch.  
Didn’t know I would also have to pull the dash apart to exam-
ine the switch.  When I finally managed to get the switch, mo-
tor and wire harness in the daylight I found that the connec-
tions were not making proper connections and two wires had 
pulled apart which brings me finally to this month’s article.        

   If you are going to tackle any electrical work for your car, 
then do it properly and do it once.  Don’t use those cheap 
connectors and get the right tools to do the job properly – 
because I can guarantee that if you don’t that one day you’ll 
wish you had – or even worse, you’ll get rid of the car be-
cause it keeps going wrong.  Get the right tools:  

1. Soldering Iron – Get one with: 5 to 15 watts output, have 

clean tips, and a decent stand   

2. You probably already own one of those multi-purpose de-

vices that cuts, strips wires and fits connectors.  Instead 

may I suggest you use long nose pliers, side cutters wire 

strippers and solder (60-40 lead/tin mix with flux incorpo-

rated).  

3. Connectors – Get the type of connectors that are already 

in use on your car – spade connectors and bullet connect-

ors (that can be soldered) and throw the crimp connectors 

in the bin – because guess what had come loose and were 

not making proper connection in my wire harness.  

4. Disconnect the battery, a fully charged battery can use 

around 120 amps to turn over a cold car engine, and mak-

ing a mistake and accidentally connecting the positive to 

the earth can have some interesting affects: A) Any wire 

involved in a direct connection will act like a fuse and melt 

(this includes HT wire).  B) The battery could explode 120 

amps are enough to weld your screwdriver to any object 

very easily (I can show you one of my screwdrivers)       

Making connections   

1. Spade connectors – Strip back ¼” of wire without ripping 

out half of the strands (If you have never used wire strip-

pers before, have plenty of practice with some old bits of 

wire) twist the strands together and solder the bare end.  

Always heat the wire with the soldering iron and apply the 

solder to the wire while still connected to the soldering iron.  

The wire must be hot enough for the solder to flow into the 

strands – but don’t keep the iron there for too long, other-

wise the outer sleeve of the wire will melt back –it’s an art 

that may take some practice.  

2. Once cool, fit a spade connector sheath over the wire and 

then crimp the connector to the wire.  This makes a me-

chanical connection, but this is not enough.  Returning to 

the soldering gun heat the connector and apply solder to 

the end of the connector (applying some “flux” to the wire 

will help to “suck” the solder into the connector) you will 

now have an enduring connection.  If you are going to use 

a connection that will need to be taken apart sometime in 

the future you will probably plan to use a “Bullet connect-

or.”  Bullet connectors are needed where A) two separate 

lengths of wore are to be joined together, or B) where an 

extra wire is to be added to a main feed.  Many bullet con-

nectors can be crimped on as well as soldered to enhance 

the quality of their connection, but the stock items used by 

BL tend to be a bit more tricky and can only be soldered – 

so you must ensure that the soldered connection is not dry!  

   Strip back 3/8” of cable and solder the strands.  Insert in the 
end of the bullet – it may help to “kink” the strands slightly to 
keep the bullet in place and add some solder flux to the strand - 
then re-apply the soldering iron to the top of the bullet.  Allow it 
to heat up and then apply the solder through the hole at the top 
of the bullet so that it can run inside, attaching the cable to the 
inside wall of the connector.  Two tips: A) Always add some 
“flux” for lead only solder to whatever you are going to solder, 
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contributed to and worked the concession at the recent ABCCS: applause all around, plus more applause for Stephen Paur 
who’s completely revised and updated the web page in a most impressive fashion.  Stephen then got up and told the crowd 
about the photo sections of the web page, which allow members to look at all photos of the various SLTOA drives and events.  
Jesse followed up with a reminder of the upcoming Christmas party (“Beware the dreaded ’60 Rambler shocks!”) and recom-
mended everyone get their reservations in to Ann Stark sooner rather than later.  

   Treasurer Andy Ackerman then took the floor and gave his report: $4910.02 in the club account, up from $3285 in September.  
He stated we made about $200-300 more on concessions this year at the ABCCS and sold out just about everything, save for 
sodas.   

   Event discussion followed, initiated by Lee Fox who announced the MG Club of St Louis’ annual “Christmakah” or holiday par-
ty, scheduled for Saturday, 24 January at the same location as last year, Sqwires in Lafayette Square.  Karl then beat the figura-
tive drum for the upcoming Wurstmart Drive & Church Dinner, scheduled for 26 October.  Figure on a 45-minute drive down the 
river to Renault, IL, and a family-style sit-down dinner at the church.  He added the church would offer food for sale including 
pork, always great.   

   The secretary/editor subsequently reminded everyone of the 2nd Annual Veterans Drive, scheduled for Sunday, 9 November.  
Same starting point as last year (the McDonalds in Columbia, IL), same route down to Chester and Perryville and, like last year, 
per-car donations for The Fisher House Foundation would be greatly appreciated.  He also noted the November issue of Exhaust 
Notes would again feature a veteran’s salute page.   

   At this point discussion started on the possibility of the club matching the Fisher House donations, a topic which had come up 
before.  Last year’s event turned out 10 cars and raised nearly $300 for the organization; turnout this year could possibly reach 
20 cars.  After a fair amount of back and forth and debate, the membership voted unanimously to match donations up to $500.   

   Lee Fox then stood up again and announced Saturday, 1 November’s, big annual Halloween Drive, hosted by the MG Club.  
This year’s event will take place in St Charles County, with a stop at the Moscow Mills corn maze and dinner afterwards. As al-
ways, costumes are optional but highly encouraged (someone yelled out, “Zorro!”).  Craig Madsen was next up, announcing his 
daughter Julie’s TR6 and The Legendary Frankenspit were on their way to a new owner in Poland but he still had several TR6 
catalogues and a set of slotted/drilled TR6 brake rotors available.   

   Former president Brian Borgstede then stood up and, for the benefit of the members who didn’t recognize him, greeted the 
crowd with, “Hi, I’m Brian.”  To which, of course, the crowd responded with, “Hi, Brian!”  He noted he brought his running TR250, 
parked out on the lot, and was still offering the ultimate TR250 project: the running car, a second, non-running 250 plus all sorts 
of parts large and small.  He’s selling the lot “ because the wife wants to park in the garage.  She’s funny that way.”  Someone 
responded they could top that: Lee’s ’79 Midget was currently in Andy’s garage (“And it’s a very nice garage,” Lee responded), at 
which point everyone complemented Andy on his decision to buy a Midget.  Andy, in turn, announced quite strenuously he wasn ’t 
buying said Midget but was only storing it.   

   Mike Poropat’s turn: he showed everyone a 
copy of Moss Motoring which featured drawings of 
British sports cars done by the children of owners.  
He suggested SLTOA do something similar, in the 
form of a contest or other event.  The editor said 
he’d see about putting something together.    

   To close the meeting, Creig provided an update 
on John M’s situation: he was out of the hospital 
after a week and fortunately suffered no major 
injuries, although obviously he’ll probably be sore 
for a while.  

   With all pressing business concluded and the 
hushpuppies exhausted, President Jesse ad-
journed the meeting at 7:40 PM.  Most of the 
members then rushed out to the parking lot to look 
at the blue TR4, Brian’s TR250 and the TR8 
which had mysteriously shown up.   

Meeting (Continued from page 3) 

    See you at next month's meeting, at O'Leary's, on S. 
Lindbergh in Sunset Hills, November 18th. 

        - Jesse 

Shape of Things (Continued from page 3) and B) small “pencil tip” Butane torch works great and heats up 
very quickly   

   Is it worth the effort you may ask?  YES! A clean job is a good 
job. If it’s soldered, then the connections will be better, stopping 
nagging electrical failures and dangerous burn-outs; the connect-
ors are cheaper too.  The proper connectors often allow easier 
access for repair of equipment, stop wires from sparking and 
equipment lasts longer.  It looks better, too!   

    Thanks to “Soldering Tips For Dummies.”  My wiper switch 
works great now! – Yer Triumph marque leader, Leland 

  Leland Felix, British Motoring Club of Arkansas  
  Bits and Spares, September 2014 

Warning: Objects in mirror are losing 
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Best of Craigslist SLTOA Blog: News, commentary, opinion and sea-
soned immaturity: Www.sltoa.org/blog/  

For Sale—Four Spitfire parts cars, all 70s models.  Two still 
have motors which should be considered cores at best; one 
has a title but it’s signed over, other three for parts only with bill 
of sale only.  $600 for all or pick for $200 each, will also sell all 
the parts you can fit in a pickup for $400 and you leave the 
shells for scrap.  Have not had time to mess with them and the 
wife wants me to clean things up a bit, will trade for Stihl chain-
saw, farm stuff, drill press, hunting goods or livestock (no elec-
tronics).  In Sedalia, email:  

shznk-4696475702@sale.craigslist.org (Craiglist)(1411) 

 
Any resemblance to 
members or a specific 
member of SLTOA is 
purely coincidental... 

BSCC Autocrosses Nos. 5 & 6  

Event No. 5—28 Sept 14 

Driver  Car  Class      Overall  Indexed  
           Finish     Time 

D Guenther BMW 330Ci Street Touring-F          39    54.432 

Maneke  Corvette  A Stock           46    55.001 

Fox  Miata  ES           50    56.735 

 

Event No. 6—18 Oct 14 

Driver  Car  Class       Overall  Indexed 
            Finish    Time 
C Houghtaling Porsche 911 A Stock           35    45.622 

Massey  Triumph TR6 H Stock           36    45.635 

Slow Roller Racing Team Standings—Five events down with one to go, on 
Sunday 9 November.  The current point totals are 1) Maneke, 27; 2) (tie) Massey 
and D Guenther, 19; 4) Fox, 16; and 5) Houghtaling (in the Porsche at left, be-
lieve it or not), 12. While John has a somewhat comfortable lead, this season 
could come down to the proverbial wire. Stay tuned!   Photos: Feather River Imagery/John Moore 
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TR4A—With Fiberfab Jamaican body, $3000. Call Russ for 
more information and details (636)633-6395 (1407) 

Ultimate TR250 Project—Two TR250s for sale: one that 
runs and drives and the other in mid-dismantle. I haven’t 
worked on the cars in a while and it’s time to clean the garage. 
Both cars have clear titles, are located in St Peters. Other 
goodies include two additional engines, one transmission, two 
spare frames (one a little rough, other good but patched), nice 
set of fenders from a TR4A, plus much, much more including 
additional TR250-specific parts and components. Contact for 
full list/details. Brian Borgstede, (636)397-3146 
bborgstede@charter.net (1408) 

59 TR3—Needs restoration; 
frame restored, motor rebuilt 
and in dry storage for last few 
years, $5500.  In Decatur, IL, 
call (217)855-3457 
(Craigslist)(1411) 

65 Spitfire MkII—Project 
car, needs total restoration, 
rust in usual spots, engine out 
and dis-assembled. Have lots 
of parts, but car is missing 
exhaust manifold, lifters, cam-
shaft, timing gears, generator 
and other components. $850 
firm, in Shiloh. Email 3rptq-

4682633354@sale.craigslist.org, leave phone number and I’ll 

contact you. (Craigslist) (1410) 

69 Spitfire Mk3—Needs mo-
tor and interior, has new paint, 
great restoration project.  Mov-
ing, must sell, $3000 OBO, in 
Auxvasse, email 9wmzc-
4733887511@sale.craigslist.org 
(Craigslist)(1411) 

74 TR6—Original 43,492-
mile car, restored to show and 
drive.  Professional repaint-
ing, engine starts easy, runs 
great, cylinder head rebuilt for 
unleaded fuel.  Fined, pol-
ished aluminum valve cover, 
rebuilt transmission, new 
clutch, synchros, bearings, 

seals, upgraded with remote oil filter, new BFG tires.  More 
details available, in St Peters, price reduced to $17,900.  Con-
tact Kevin at nnjrm-4717636767@sale.craigslist.org (Craiglist
(1411) 

76 TR6—One owner, 68K miles, all original condition, car runs 
and drives excellent, $4500.  Can provide additional infor-
mation, in Harwood Heights (northwest Chicago), IL, call (773)
699-4302 (Craigslist)(1411) 

76 Spitfire 1500—All original, always garaged, never seen 
rain, turns heads. 35K miles, comes with removable hardtop, 
car cover and manual, $9800. In Champaign, IL, call (217)714-

2444 (Hemmings) (1409) 

76 Spitfire 1500—80,690 miles, looks and runs great, well 
maintained.  In Bloomington, IL, $3850, call Alexandre (309)
319-6047 (AutoTrader Classics) (1411) 

SOLD! 

SOLD! 

80 TR8—$8000, in 
St Charles.  Recently 
shipped to St Louis 
from Boise, ID, now 
available for sale due 
to an unexpected 
death in the family.  
Completely refur-
bished by the second 

owner, third owner installed new manifold, four-barrel carb, 
performance camshaft, headers and exhaust system along 
with more reliable distributor, coil and plug wires. More recent-
ly, new steering column bushing, alternator and battery in-
stalled.  Has A/C which is currently inoperable.  Car has proven 
fully reliable in several drives around the northwest.  Call (636)
795-9695 for more information or contact the Exhaust Notes 
editor or publisher for the complete story on this car. (1411).  

80 TR8—74,800 
miles, runs well, is 
reliable, tight and 
great handling. En-
gine and suspension 
freshened in 2002, 
have since replaced 
alternator, start-er 

and battery. Interior faded but original, drivers seat cushion 
torn, has La Carrera steering wheel and shortened gear lever, 
quite a few spare parts. In Gladstone (north of KC), $7500 
send your phone number to fcnh9-

4592066962@sale.craigslist.org and I’ll call you (Craigslist) 
(1409) 

80 Spitfire 1500—4sp with overdrive, classic barn find, 
$5000 spent on restoration including new fuel cell, new lines, 
new brakes, new top and tonneau cover, tie rods, rebuilt alter-
nator, radiator fan. Minor body imperfections, factory under-
coat, no rust. In Champaign, $12,900, call (309)826-6283 

(AutoTrader Classics) (1408) 

For Sale—Drilled and slotted rotors 
for TR6. Quality TRW brand, paid $130 
plus $18 for shipping, your price $120. 
Also, gently used back half of a Pace-
setter split dual Spitfire exhaust 
(should fit all Spitfires), $50. Call Craig 
(636)248-7466 (1410) 

For Sale—Five GT6 parts cars, one TR6 parts car. Call Ron 
Theel for information (636)931-6058, Festus, MO (1401) 

For Sale—Wide variety of TR3/4 used OEM parts, primarily 
from the completion of my TR3B in 1968. Includes cylinder 
head; gas tank; piston sets (83 and 86mm); 3.7:1 ring and pin-
ion and differential carrier; four 5” steel rims with Goodyear 
Sports Car Specials and tubes, mounted; wiper motor; oil 
pumps; radiator core; starter; gauges; rear shock set; plus 
much more. Call/email for the entire four-page lists, specifics, 
questions. Larry Brown (618)971-0056 or lar-
ryb1703@hotmail.com (1312) 

Wanted—GT6 gearbox; one that requires rebuilding is okay. 
Call John (314)821-4154 (1405) 

Storage Available—Large, modern building suitable for the 
dry storage of cars, RVs, boats and whatever. If interested, 
give me a call and I’ll put you in contact with the owner. Karl 
Schmitt (636)797-4203 (1404) 

SLTOA Classifieds 



 

12 

Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, 18 November 

 

 

 
3828 S Lindbergh Blvd 

St Louis 

(314)842-7678 

 

ROE: Arrive after 5 PM, eat, 
drink and be merry and wait for 
someone to wreck everything by 

calling for a meeting... 

And Finally... 

    Figures: They’re 
‘Bama fans... 

 

 

 

 

(US 98, Elberta, Alabama.  Photo by 
Kelly Kazek/AL.com)   


