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   As we wrap up 2013 and 
look forward to a Triumphant 
2014 I would like to take a 
moment to thank some of the 
people in the club who make 
this association GREAT!  I am 
positive I am going to miss 
some very important people 
and contributions.  But I don’t 
have to be the only one pass-
ing out appreciation via our 
newsletter.  Mark Morgan, our 
editor, will accept articles of 
appreciation from anyone who 
is willing to write.   

   What got me to thinking 
about this subject was the 
wonderful job that Kathy 
Kresser and Ann Stark did 
organizing the SLTOA Christ-
mas Party.  It takes a lot of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Calendar 

 

St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 Member, St Louis Sports Car Council 

Www.stlscc.org 

21 Jan 2014—SLTOA monthly meeting, 
Hatfield’s & McCoy’s, 7337 Mexico Rd, St 

Peters (636)397-6334.  Show after 5:30, enjoy 
Southern cookin,’ attempt to conduct serious 
business somewhere along the line... 

 

9 Feb 2014—SLTOA Polar Bear Run.  Annual all-

weather kick-off driving event for the season, see pg 3.  

27-30 Apr 2014—South Central VTR Regional, The 

Elms Spa & Hotel, Excelsior Springs, hosted by the Kan-
sas City Triumph Club.  See pg. 3.  

May 2014—30
th

 Anniversary, St Louis Triumph Own-

ers Association (or is it...see pg. 6).  

20-23 Jul 2014—18
th

 Annual British V8 Meeting, 
Colorado Springs, host hotel Hilton Garden Inn, 1810 
Briargate Parkway, Colorado Springs (719)589-6866. 
Monitor www.britishv8.org/British-V8-Meetings.htm.  

11-15 Jun 2014—TRA 2014, Deer 

Creek State Park, Mount Sterling, OH, 
hosted by the Miami Valley Triumphs.  Lo-
cated between Columbus and Cincinnati, 
lots of good roads, a modern lodge with 
110 rooms and plenty of amenities.  Web-
s i t e  u p  a n d  r u n n i n g  a t 
www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2014.  

9-13 Sept 2014—VTR 2014, “Back to 

the Blue Ridge,” Dobson, NC, hosted by 
the Vintage Triumph Register and Triumph 
Club of the Carolinas.  Details to follow, in 
the meantime check out the great video at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6KbptrNRt0.  

9-12 Oct 2014—32
nd 

Annual TRials, 

“Come On Home to the South,” Oxford, 
MS.  Hosted by 6-Pack, details including 
registration and hotel information at 
www.2014trials.com/.  

11 Jan 2014—MGCStL Holiday Party, 

at Sqwire’s in Lafayette Square, 1415 S 18th 
St, St Louis.  Cash bar at 5:30 PM, dinner at 
6:30 PM, cost $15 per person (club subsi-
dized), reservations must be made by Mon-
day 6 January.  Details including menu at 
www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar/.  

11 Jan 2014—Jaguar Association of 
Greater St Louis Annual Dinner and 
Awards Gala, at the Deer Creek Club, 

9861 Deer Creek Hill, St Louis.  Hors d’oeu-
vres and cocktails at 6:30 PM, dinner at 7:30 
PM, followed by awards presentation at 9 
PM.  Please RSVP by 31 December to Jeri 

Herold, 129 Ridgecrest Ct, Chesterfield, MO 63017.  

20 Jan 2014—MGCStL Tech Session No. 1, MG Series 

“A” and “B” engine rebuilding.  At British Car Restorations 

& Services LLC, 2336 N Lindbergh, 7 PM.  Info at 
www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar/.  

23-26 Jan 2014—St Louis Auto Show, America’s Center 

and Edward Jones Dome, $10 for adults, $5 for kids 6-12.  
Info at www.saintlouisautoshow.com/.  

8-17 Feb 2014 – Chicago Auto Show, at McCormick 

Place, hard by Soldier Field (“’Da Bears!”), Lake Shore 
Drive at 23rd St.  Web page: www.chicagoautoshow.com.  

9 Feb 2014—34
th

 Annual St Louis Area Automotive 
Swap Meet, 6 AM to 1:30 PM, $4 admission.  At Belle-

Claire Fairgrounds, 200 S Belt East, Belleville.  

7-9 Mar 2014 – Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance, 
at the Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island, FL, celebrating 50 years 
of McLaren.  Monitor www.ameliaconcours.org.  

22 Mar 2014—24
th

 Annual British Car Day, Delgado 

Community College-City Park Campus, City Park Ave, 
New Orleans, 9 AM-4 PM. Info at www.bmcno.org.  

30 Mar 2014—18
th

 Annual All-British Swap Meet & 
Auto Jumble, hosted by Chicagoland MG Club, at the 

DuPage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL.  Info at 
www.britishcarswap.info.  

20 Apr 2014—52
nd

 Annual Forest Park Concours 
d’Elegance, sponsored by the Horseless Carriage Club 

of Missouri.  Monitor www.hccmo.com/.  

Apr 2014—Cars & Coffee returns, details to follow.  

Apr 2014—Boeing Sports Car Club autocross season 

begins, details to follow.  

28-31 May 2014 – 3
rd

 Annual British Car Week Na-
tional meet, Little Rock & Hot Springs National 
Park, AR.  Monitor www.bcwnm.org/.  

Full listing at www.sltoa.org/events/2013/events13.htm 
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South Central 
VTR Regional 

27-30 April 2014 

The Elms Hotel & Spa 

Excelsior Springs, MO 

 

 
Events include welcome reception, funkhana,  

gimmick rallye, autocross, model/craft show, dinner 
run and participants’ choice concours.  

 

Registration now open: 

http://kansascitytriumphs.com/Registration%20-%
202014%20VTR%20South%20Central%20Regional.htm 

 

Those registering by 31 December 2013 will be entered 
in a 6 January 2014 drawing for one night’s stay at the 
host hotel, The Elms Hotel & Spa, six winners total.   

VTR hotel rate $104+tax, register ASAP as rooms are 
going fast. (800)843-3567 

  

www.elmshotelandspa.com.  

Congratulations to Tyee Triumph  

Seattle-Tacoma-Puget Sound Region,  

Washington 

 

 Had enough of laying around warm confines watching football?  

Well then, grab a thermos, put the top down, throw some sand in the 
trunk, peg that fun meter and head out for the traditional start of the 

annual St Louis driving season: 

SLTOA Polar Bear Run 2014 
Sunday 9 February  

Followed by a pot-luck dinner and meeting 

 Meet at 11:00 AM at the Shell/Circle K, Hwy 109 and Truitt Dr, south of downtown Eureka, MO and load 
up on coffee, Dramamine, hand warmers, etc (alternate sites for pre-drive load-up: QT or St Louis Bread 
Co, I-44 Exit 264, Hwy 109; then proceed to the Shell station). 

 Drivers meeting, followed by departure at 11:30 for the home of Stephen & Maria Moore (~ 2 miles) to 
deposit food.  

 First car out onto the route at 12 noon for a 50 mile romp: twists, turns, hills, horses, donkeys (still no 
camels), trains, Route 66!  One mid-drive stop for gas and more coffee... 

 Post-drive pot-luck party at the Moore’s, 5215 Mirasol Manor Way, Eureka (636)249
-7401 

 Open to all LBC and special interest vehicles  

 Route planning and road recce by The Firm of Moore, Moore & Morgan 

Photo: Triumph Wedge Owners 
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      Holiday Party at the MAC 

By Kathy Kresser 

   Holiday cheer was in the air at the MAC on Friday, 
December 6.  My co-hostess Ann Stark and I enjoyed 
greeting everyone.  Thank you, Ann, for your efforts in 
organizing the evening with me. Much appreciation is 
extended to John Moore for snapping posed photos of 
the guests and general photos throughout the eve-
ning.  Dinner was excellent; thanks to Brittney and her 
team. We are grateful to Joe and Sharon Guenther for 
securing this spot for a bit of holiday fun. 

   Club president Creig Houghtaling provided opening 
comments to the SLTOA members and our guests 
from the MG and Healey clubs.  Then he introduced 
Craig Madsen, who acted as Santa Claus for the eve-
ning, albeit without costume.   

   The tradition of the Rob Your Neighbor gift ex-
change continued.  John Mangles’ gift was stolen 
when he stepped out of the room for a break; I guess 

one had better stay in the room to protect those precious gifts.  The most coveted 
gifts of the of the evening included Kahula, wine, beer, tools and the fuzzy moose.  
Ann Stark’s gift was stolen several times and the evening ended with a big laugh 
when she opened the infamous shock absorbers.  I guess we know what gift she 
will bring next year! 

   Happy holidays to all and best wishes for a joyous New Year.  

Proofread by Anice Etz 

Our outstanding party coordinators and hostesses, 

Ann Stark and Kathy Kresser…  

SLTOA Christmas 
Party?  Surely you jest!  

No, I’m serious... and 
don’t call me Shirley. 

...and our ace event photographer, John Moore 

(apparently free legal advice s getting dispensed). 
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   This year’s party turned out about 60 people representing several clubs.  And, as per usual at this annual soirée, the conversa-
tions and running commentary among the attendees proved entertaining at times: 

- One table was overheard engaged in a serious, frank, trenchant discussion on the current affairs acumen of the Kar-

dashians and Paris Hilton.  One individual at the table demanded equal time for Miley Cyrus. 

- At another table, someone flashed a Franklin which immediately forced a conversation on local casinos and games of 

chance (“Oh, I love to gamble. I just hate to lose”) 

- When it came time for Craig to call the numbers and supervise the gift-giving, one individual asked the MAC staff to turn 

down the background Christmas music a bit.  Dave Massey’s response: “It could be worse.  It could be bagpipe music.”  

The crowd: “OOOOOOHHHHH!”  

- Treasurer Joe Guenther was the first to call for someone to pick the ’60 Rambler shocks (appropriate, seeing as he got 

stuck with them received them last year) 

- Replied one LBC owner who shall remain nameless: “Hey, ’60 Rambler shocks might fit on my Morgan!” 

- Commenting on the rampant thievery: “Hey, there are some rules!”   

- One attendee received a portable electric repair kit.  Response from the floor: “Perfect for an LBC!” (you knew that was 

coming, didn’t you?) 

   As always, a fine time and truly a great night out for all concerned.   Again, our thanks to Sharon and Joe Guenther for sett ing 
up the return to the Missouri Athletic Club-West; to event coordinators/hostesses Kathy Kresser and Ann Stark; and to photogra-
pher John Moore.    

The League of Extraordi-

nary Gentlemen 

This year’s honored 

recipient of the 1960 

Rambler Shocks 
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   As a professional re-
searcher and writer in his 
real job, yr fthfl ed does 
love a mystery…and as it 
turns out, we now have 
one.   

   You may have noticed 
the “SLTOA 30” logo in 
last month’s edition of 
Exhaust Notes and, if 
you’ve kept track of the 

calendar over the past several months, you’ve seen the May 
2014 listing for SLTOA’s 30th anniversary.  Why May 2014 for 
the anniversary?  Well, according to information I stumbled 
across over the past several months, the St Louis Triumph 
Owners Association formed and met for the first time in May 
1984.  From what I’ve seen, Steve Street – one of our current 
members – is also one of the founding members and I think 
Jack Fansher was there too.  Needless to say, I’m planning on 
tracking down both of them to get their recollections of the for-
mation of the club and its first few years for future articles in 
the newsletter.   

   Ah, but then the classic wrench went into the spokes.  At last 
month’s meeting, Don Huber – another long-timer with this 
bunch – mentioned that back in 1976 when he bought his first 
Triumph, he immediately joined St Louis’ Triumph club.  
Whoops, waitaminit…does SLTOA date to 1984, or 1976?   

   That’s the mystery.  So, I’m putting out the call: anyone in the 
club who has any information on the formation of SLTOA in-
cluding when, who the original members were (above and be-
yond Steve and Jack) and where the first meeting took place, 
please give me a holler so I can document it.   

   When did the first issue of Exhaust Notes come out?  The 
earliest edition available on our club web page (thanks Gary!) 

dates to December 1999 but some time back Karl Schmitt 
turned up an issue from July 1991.  Highly interesting; it was 
hand-typed and photocopied for publication and the names on 
the roster of 40 members included such luminaries as Brian 
and Robin Borgstede; Jack Fansher; Creig Houghtaling; Don 
Huber; Craig Ingraham; David and Linda Massey; Karl Schmitt; 
and Steve Street, plus a handwritten addition for Tom and 
Andy Stark.   

   By the way, as a historical aside, generally when car clubs 
form they generate a few informational/y’all come letters or 
notes for prospective members before the club actually turns 
out an actual newsletter.  Case in point: The Corvairs of New 
Mexico, which yr fthl ed helped found.  CNM had its first gath-
ering/formation meeting in Albuquerque in March 1974 but 
didn’t turn out a newsletter until the following December.  I ex-
pect other clubs followed a similar pattern.  

   Anyway, that’s the project for the coming months: help me 
identify when the St Louis Triumph Owners Association first 
met and organized (btw, any idea who came up with the initial 
idea for the SLTOA name?).  If the May 1984 date is good, 
then expect a year-long series covering our 30th anniversary; 
hopefully we can work some sort of commemorative celebra-
tion into one of our events later this year.   

   AND, if it turns out 
SLTOA actually pre-
dates 1984, we’ll ad-
just the planning and 
celebration accord-
ingly.  In the meantime, 
we’ll have Sherman set 
the Wayback Machine 
way back for a quick 
review of SLTOA’s 
predecessor club.   

Negative Camber… 

By the editor 

  Established in 1954, the Triumph Sports Owners Association 
(TSOA) served as the factory-sponsored club for 26 years, 
through 1981.  After 1955, purchase of a Triumph brought new 
owners the free TSOA Newsletter which, along with competi-
tion news and tech tips, also publicized the events of local 
chapters.     

   Not surprisingly, the TSOA 
Newsletter heavily empha-
sized competition and club 
events, along with a good 
amount of technical informa-
tion.   For 23 years, Triumph/
British Leyland/Jaguar-Rover-
Triumph published in the 
same basic format, changing 
at various times from a 
monthly to bi-monthly or quar-
terly publication.  In early 
1961 it expanded – briefly – 
from four to six pages.  The 
newsletter had a peak circula-
tion of nearly 40,000, paid by 
the company.   

   The local chapter of TSOA – formally TSOA of Greater St 
Louis – first showed up in the April 1960 edition of the Newslet-
ter with the following under “Club News:”  

   TSOA of Greater St Louis is getting out a newsletter 
now, nicely edited by Mel Boggs and Bob Harberding.  
Its headline shouts the happy news that the club’s very 
first rally drew 23 cars and in any area that’s a good 
show.  So with this kind of success behind them, 
they’ve planned an April rally designed to test “Man’s 
Mastery over Man’s Best Friend, (his TR3, they explain) 
and that seems to be the name of the event as well.  It’ll 
happen on April 24th.  A sheet of rallying tips and dic-
tionary of terms was attached to the newsletter mailed 
to the St Louis group, a good idea along with all you 
other equation-memorizing, jargon-conscious clubs.  

   Bob Harberding of the Jones-Bischoff Triumph Distributor on 
Natural Bridge also served as the chapter’s vice president.  
The August issue of the newsletter presented more news on 
the club:  

   From reports we’ve been getting, the TSOA of 
Greater St Louis is doing great things in St Louis.  Take 
for example the swinging  gymkhana they threw on July 
3-4.  Setting up an interesting course on the parking lot 

Backwards Glance: TSOA in StL  

© Jay Ward Productions 
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of the Stix, Baer & 
Fuller Company, the 
club was able to 
draw a crowd of 
3000 the first day 
and over 4000 on 
the 4th of July.  Per-
haps the best 
“grabber” for the 
event was that en-
trants could run the course as many times as they 
wanted to, merely selecting their best times.  The re-
sults?  242 cars!  One success must top the last, so on 
their Labor Day repeat, they’re enlisting the promotional 
aids of radio station WIL, Jones-Bischoff Triumph Dis-
tributors and Dick Cahill Motors are cooperating as well 
in organizing a special disc jockeys event.  If you’re 
interested in getting in on the fun, Mel will be happy to 
talk with you at Volunteer 3-8299 (An interesting phone 
exchange, under the circumstances). 

   The article didn’t provide details on which Stix, Baer & Fuller 
store provided the parking lot for the gymkhana (hmmm… any-
one in SLTOA remember SB&F?).  Still, quite an event.   

   The September 1961 edition of the Newsletter announced 
the formation of a cross-state sister chapter (or rival, depend-
ing on your point of view): Kansas City TSOA. The new group 
held its first driving activity at Thousand Hills State Park up on 
the west side of Kirksville; the rally featured “…a long drive 
over some of the worst roads in the country.”  Bobby Brashear 
served as president of the new club.  The same issue identified 
James F. Anderson of St Ann as the current president of TSOA 
of Greater St Louis.   

   Specific mention of 
activities by the St 
Louis group dimin-
ished through the re-
mainder of the 1960s, 
although presumably 
club members regu-
larly turned out at Mid-
America Raceway 
when the SCCA na-
tional championship 
traveling circus came 
to town.  Any local 
owner who went to the 
track in the July 1968 

saw Bob Tullius in Group 44’s TR250 beat Dave Jordan’s 
Shelby-Toyota 2000GT in the C Production event. At the same 
track two years later, the TR faithful observed Gordon Smiley 
of Overland Park, Kansas, take the G Production flag in his 
Spitfire Mk2, followed by Gene Ramsey in another Mk 2.  Jim 
Speck (Oklahoma City ) came in second in the F Prod race, 
driving a Mk3.  

   Moving into the 1970s, mention of the St Louis branch of the 
TSOA became even more scant, although several other clubs 
around United States received periodic notice.  Perhaps coinci-
dentally, the Newsletter expanded its racing coverage, proba-
bly not too surprising considering the success of Group 44, 
Kastner-Brophy racing and other Triumph competitors.  In Oc-
tober 1974, TSOA announced subscription requirements for 
the newsletter; the editor noted “…inflation has caught up with 
us, as it has with everyone else, and we regret we can no 
longer continue this (free subscription) policy.”  The annual 

rate?  Three dollars per year for those affiliated with a local 
club and five dollars for everyone else.    

   An early 1975 issue mentioned the Illinois Sports Owners 
Association chapter of TSOA up in greater Chicago while the 
April-May edition featured the return of Group 44 to Mid-
America Raceway.  John McComb took first place in D Produc-
tion in a TR6, by this point the only Triumph in the team’s sta-
ble.  Bob Tullius won B Prod in a Jaguar V12 while Brian Fuer-
stenau came away with the E Production crown in an MGB.   

   However, with the transition to 1976, TSOA’s list of the 20-
known affiliated clubs in the country lacked any mention of a St 
Louis group.  Conversely, both the Kansas City Triumph Club 
and Illinois Sports Owners Association made the ledger.  The 
latter, in association with the Detroit Triumph Sportscar Club, 
planned a major regional confab in August for the Holiday Inn 
of LaSalle-Peru.  Termed the North American Triumph Chal-
lenge I, the event included a rally, slalom, concours and 
awards banquet and proved a huge success, involving over 50 
Triumphs and their owners.   

   In 1977, British Leyland 
directed the end of direct 
involvement between the 
corporation and the two car 
clubs it had founded some 
23 years earlier, TSOA and 
the renamed Triumph Auto-
mobile Association.  The 
latter spun-off as Club Tri-
umph, with local chapters 
throughout the United King-
dom and a level of support from BL.  Apparently the impact on 
TSOA was minimal as the organization continued operations 
from Triumph/BL’s Leonia, New Jersey, offices.   

   At the start of 1978 the Triumph Sports Owners Association 
identified 40 affiliated clubs, quite an increase from 1976.  This 
time around, though, only one chapter showed up in the Show-
Me State, in Neosho, MO, with Channing Bush serving as di-
rector.  The TSOA organization closest to St Louis was up in 
Springfield, one of three clubs operating in Illinois; ISOA, up in 
Chicago, was already planning North American Triumph Chal-
lenge III, this time in Joliet.  

   Still, St Louis made 
an appearance on 
the front page of the 
November-December 
1978 TSOA Triumph 
Newsletter, in the 
form of Jack and 
Ruth Strosnider’s 
restored 1963 TR4.  
The article noted his 
purchase of the well-

worn vehicle in 1974 for the princely sum of $325. 

   The old TR4 had been parked in a carport for four 
years and used as a miscellaneous storage locker. The 
speedometer showed about 35,000 miles at the time.  
The seller provided a usable battery, I started the car 
and drove it home, some 25 miles distant (no brakes).  I 
put it in my garage, and then the fun began.  

   An 18 month, $2000 refurbishment followed.  Strosnider 
worked as a tool designer for McDonnell Douglas at the time.  

(Continued on page 8) 

Stix, Baer & Fuller store at River Roads.  

Photo: WikiStLouis 

John Kelly of Group 44 gets interviewed 

by a local radio (KMOX?) reporter at Con-

tinental Motors.  Photo: Vernon Roth-

meyer via Temple of Triumph 

Autocross action in St Louis, 1977. 

Photo: TSOA 

Jack Strosnider’s TR4.  Photo: TSOA 
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   Sad to say, the end the Triumph Sports Owner Association 
and publication of the Triumph Newsletter arrived in 1981 with 
the demise of Triumph’s TR-series cars.  Editor John Dugdale 
noted the passing in the March-June edition:  

   Many readers will have seen from the press that pro-
duction of the Triumph TR series of sports cars is to 
cease with the current 1981 model year.  This has 
caused understandable dismay among enthusiasts and 
club members.  In fact some of the latter have assumed 
that the Triumph marque will now disappear altogether.  
This is not so.  The famous name is to be carried on 
immediately with the introduction of the new 1982 Tri-
umph Acclaim sedan at the October motor show in Eng-
land; but it is for Europe only.  When or whether a new 
sports car is also to be planned is not stated and so one 
must assume that this will await a better turn in BL Lim-
ited’s finances, in view of the heavy capital expenditure 
which will be involved.   

   JRT also announced the closure of the Solihull plant and the 
end of TR8 production, stating “…these actions are painful but 
necessary if the future of the company as the major British car 
manufacturer is to be secured.” 

   Remarkably, the same issue also trumpeted the latest (and 
final) improvements to the TR7: Bosch electronic fuel injection 
(replacing the twin Zenith carbs), six new colors, “magtype 
wheel covers,” a passenger side rear view mirror, intermittent 
windshield wipers, a new steering wheel and some other minor 
trim items.  The price for the last TR7 at your local St Louis 
Jaguar-Rover-Triumph dealer?  $10,995.  The Acclaim, which 
would carry on the proud Triumph name, was a badge-
engineered Honda Ballade sedan, sold in the states as the 
Honda Civic.  

  In advance of pending doom, 
the Kansas City Triumphs hosted 
a major gathering in Blue Springs 
over 12-13 June.  Titled Mid-
America Triumph Regional I 
(MATR-I), the event incorporated 
tech sessions, movies such as 
“Success by Design-The TR Se-
ries,” tours, a flea market, con-
cours and awards banquet.   Re-
portedly some examples of the 
newly redesigned (in advance of 
the cancellation of TR sports 
cars) TSOA emblem were avail-
able at the regional. The design 
combined the historic Triumph 
globe with the contemporary 
wreath.  

   The last-ever issue of the Triumph Newsletter came out in 
November 1981 with the headline, “TSOA to be Merged into 
Vintage Triumph Register.”  JRT had asked the Vintage Tri-
umph Register to assume the mantle, so to speak, and contact 
all of the TSOA owners and local chapters.  As a result, TSOA 
members received a complimentary copy of The English Chan-
nel, a bimonthly supplement to The Vintage Triumph Maga-
zine.  In addition, VTR dropped its 10 year rule; all Triumphs 
and their owners were welcome in the organization.  

   The January-February 1982 edition of The English Channel 
welcomed the former TSOA members:  

TSOA in StL (Continued from page 7)    With Triumphs no 
longer being sold in 
the USA, the value 
of TSOA news as an 
advertising and mar-
keting tool was gone 
and it no longer was 
good business prac-
tice to continue sub-
sidizing the TSOA 
Newsletter.  TSOA 
members should not 
feel slighted by this 
since the same thing 
occurred over a year 
ago when the MG 
Magazine lost its 
JRT support after 
MG  p r o duc t i on 
stopped…We are 
proud of the fact that JRT has selected VTR to carry on 
the responsibilities and traditions of TSOA and we look 
forward to fulfilling those obligations. 

   The pub announced the chartering of four new VTR chapters: 
Texas Triumph Register, Central Mississippi Chapter of VTR, 
Georgia Triumph Association, Triumph Travelers Sports Car 
Club (San Francisco Bay area),  plus three clubs working to-
wards chapter status in western Massachusetts, north Florida 
and Norfolk, Virginia.  VTR Local Affairs Director Bill Sohl 
added, “Three more individual efforts to start a local Triumph 
club have begun in Amarillo, Texas; St Louis, Missouri; and 
Birmingham, Alabama.”  John Kelly served as the point of con-
tact for the St Louis effort.  

  So there you have it.  St Louis had a busy chapter of the Tri-
umph Sports Owners Association during the 1960s but the 
group went MIA at some point during the 1970s.  In 1981, ef-
forts began to rebuild a local Triumph club under the aegis of 
the Vintage Triumph Register.  Presumably the start-up be-
came the St Louis Triumph Owners Association but the ques-
tion remains: when did StLTSOA disappear and SLTOA actu-
ally take charge and move out?  

   As the saying goes, the truth is out there… 

 

Sources: The primary resource for this article was the online 
collection of TSOA Newsletters, scanned and posted by Tem-
ple of Triumph at www.templeoftriumph.org/tsoa/tsoa.html.  
These newsletters make for a fascinating to read and serve as 
a great resource on the glory days of Triumph sports cars in 
the United States.  
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work to coordinate with the host facility, collect money and regis-
ter guests, and to keep everything between all parties involved 
organized.  I had the opportunity to thank Kathy and Ann at the 
party when I was introducing the gift exchange.  But I missed 
it.  I can’t undo that oversight.  But despite my inadequate ex-
pression of appreciation we do truly appreciate Kathy’s and 
Ann’s efforts.  Thanks Kathy and Ann! 

   Steve and Maria Moore have been gracious hosts and won-
derful help organizing the SLTOA vending at the All British Car 
show this year.  Maria & Steve opened their home for our orga-
nizing committee and they helped track and coordinate volun-
teers for the show.  Now they have volunteered to have the 
whole club over for the 2014 after Polar Bear Run party.  Steve 
and Maria, you are AWESOME! 

   While I’m on the subject of the British Car Show, Jesse Lowe 
stepped up to make sure we had all details of the event cov-
ered.  Then there were dozens of other volunteers who made it 
all happen.  Thanks to all who pitched in!  We had many old 
hands and many new hands all working together.  Thanks 
Jesse! 

   Talking about new volunteers, Stephen Paur has stepped up 
to help with our club web site.  He asked me if SLTOA had any 
recognition paperwork for memberships.  I told him that we do 
not, but it was an excellent idea.  So he put together an SLTOA 
membership certificate.  For 2014, everyone who is a current 
SLTOA member will receive a certificate.  Thanks 
Steve!  SLTOA will improve one little bit at a time. 

   Last spring we once again Triumphed over MG with the larger 
number of Triumphs showing at the Easter Car Show than 
MGs.  We call it a competition, but it is really just a wonderful 
excuse to get a very large number of Triumph and MG enthusi-
asts together.  Craig Madsen put a huge effort into coordinating 
and signing up Triumph participation.  Thanks Craig!  Are you 
up to doing it again in 2014? 

   Going all the way back to the beginning of the year, Mark Mor-
gan and Andrew Ackerman mapped out a terrific Polar Bear 
Route that took us along the scenic river roads in Illinois and the 
pastoral farm lands between the rivers on the Missouri side.  We 
ended up at Joe and Sharon Guenther’s home for our after drive 
party.  Thank you Joe and Sharon.  You are wonderful 
hosts.  Thanks to Mark and Andy for mapping the drive. 

   Recognition for the biggest volunteer for time and effort to our 
club has to go to Mark Morgan.  Mark puts together a newsletter 
that is phenomenal.  Since Mark has been doing SLTOA Ex-
haust Notes, this newsletter has become the best local club 
newsletter in the British car enthusiasts world.  Mark is also 
leading the St. Louis Sports Car Council to coordinate communi-
cation and events between all local area sports car clubs.  This 
year he put together the Veteran’s Day tour where we raised 
money for US veterans.  Thanks Mark.  I think we can do even 
more in 2014! 

   As I said at the beginning, I know I have not thanked everyone 
who makes this club great.  There are scores of people who 
quietly make all our many events happen.  Thanks to all.  We 
really appreciate your efforts. 

    Happy New Year! 

    Creig Houghtaling  

 

Wheel (Continued from page 1) 

2013 SCCA Run-Offs 

   This year’s SCCA National Championship Runoffs took 
place at Road America over 16-22 September. Regret to say, 
the results for the Triumph faithful were at best middling:  Jerry 
Barker, Hesperia, CA, in the Friends of Triumph/Kas Kastner 
Spitfire, finished 20th in F Production.  Chris Patrick, Derry, PA, 
followed in 25th Place.  In E Production, prior national cham-
pion Sam Halkias came in 8th in his Maszk Motorsports TR6, 
behind winner Greg Ira (Plantation, FL), in a Datsun 260Z.  
Dwight Cooke of Greensboro, NC, DNFd in his TR4.  In H Pro-
duction, Aaron Johnson, Martinsville, IN, placed 8th in his Spit-
fire, followed by Chris Crisenberry, Parma, MI, 10th, and An-
drew Right of Murfreesboro, TN, 24th, both in Spits.  Tom Bror-
ing, Derwood, MD, DNFd.  Lawrence Loshak of Grafton, WI, 
won the HP event in a Honda CRX.   

  On the bright side, Steve Sargis 
of Frankfort, IL – the 2010 HP and 
2011 FP champion – took third 
place in GT-Light with his modified 
Spitfire.  He followed a Honda 
CRX driven by Christopher Bovis 
(Lawrence, KS) and Robert 
Lentz’s Nissan Sentra SER 
(Chantilly, VA) to the flag.  The 
only other British car in the field 
dominated by Japanese vehicles was the MG Midget of Noel 
Hayward (Vallejo, CA), which placed 17th.   

   Next year’s event at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, sched-
uled for 6-12 October, will mark the first time on the west coast 
for the end-of-season competition since 1968’s race at the 
now-closed (and redeveloped) Riverside International Race-
way.  The 2015 Runoffs will take place at Daytona Interna-
tional Raceway, followed by Mid-Ohio in 2016.  

Steve Sargis.  Photo: SCCA 

Law of Mechanical Repair—After your hands become 

coated with grease, your nose will begin to itch and you'll 
have to pee. 

Law of Gravity—Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, 

will roll to the least accessible corner. 

Law of Probability—The probability of being watched is 

directly proportional to the stupidity of your act. 

Variation Law—If you change lines (or traffic lanes), the 

one you were in will always move faster than the one you 
are in now (works every time). 

Law of Close Encounters—The probability of meeting 

someone you know increases dramatically when you are 
with someone you don't want to be seen with. 

Law of the Result—When you try to prove to someone that 

a machine won't work, it will. 

Law of Biomechanics—The severity of the itch is in-

versely proportional to the reach. 

Wilson's Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy—As 

soon as you find a product that you really like, they will 
stop making it. 

 

TR Humour 
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Best of Craigslist 

1960 Rambler Wagon—Here I have a 60 rambler cross 

country custom wagon overhead 6 push button auto car runs 
and drives needs brake lines have all new brake lines I’m the 
box for the car  has to very small rust spots any ? call (573)318
-0513, Dutchtown, MO, $4400. (Craigslist) (1401) (NOTE: It 
probably needs shocks, too...).  

Who’Dat? 

Current SLTOA member (foreground), assisting with maintenance on a ‘47 
Studebaker; can you guess who?   Answer next month. 
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SOLD! 

SLTOA Classifieds 

65 Herald—Very well restored, 
runs great, has aftermarket wood 
steering wheel.  72,756 miles, in 
Elmhurst, IL (west Chicago), ask-
ing $13,777, Lucky Motors (888)
469-2430 (Cars.Com) (1401) 
(NOTE: Again, we don’t normally 
run dealer ads but if someone’s 

looking for a clean Herald…).  

71 TR6—Well restored, slightly 
modified; has Weber carbs, MSD 
ignition, electric fuel pump, K&N 
filter and alloy wheels. In Lees 
Summit, call Dennis for more info 
or pictures, $18,500 (816)719-

0966 (Craigslist) (1312)  

71 TR6—Always garaged for 42 years, fresh rebuild on engine, 
new paint on rust free body, needs finishing but have most new 
parts including re-chromed bumpers and luggage rack, new 
top.  Runs and drives great, over $20K invested, asking $10K 
as is or give us a budget and we’ll finish it for you.  Call Chris, 
Belleville (314)359-9600) (Craigslist) (1401) 

72 Spitfire MkIV—Runs good, car 
rebuilt, new brakes, lights, odometer 
reads 70,000 but not certain how ac-
curate. Car has no rust and very good 
paint, will need some minor work and 
cleaning.  $3400 OBO, Carbondale 
(618)549-1017 (Craigslist) (1401).  

74 TR6—New Year’s 
resolution is to own fewer 
projects!  Pimento red, 
$4500 OBO.  Contact 
Creig Houghtaling (314)
401-7817 (1401). 

 

 

74 TR6—Rebuilt engine, trans-
mission, rear end, brakes;  en-
gine, transmission, rear end; body 
repainted, no bondo or filler 
found, installed Miata seats (have 
originals, in pretty good shape), 

removed, cleaned and refurbished all electrical switches and 
contacts.  Have complete A/C, was working when removed in 
2010 plus other parts and spares.  About 5K on rebuild, see 
VTR listing for details.  $14,500 OBO, Karl (573)875-4321 cell 
(573)239-7753, Columbia, MO (VTR Classifieds) (1401) 

74 TR6—Has Mazda rotary engine out 
of an RX4 and 5sp transmission, runs 
great, needs a few things like a top, 
door panels, shocks and paint, solid 
car, no rust.  $5800 cash, in Memphis, 
TN, call JT (901)605-7684 (Craigslist) 
(1401) 

76 TR6—Automatic transmission, flat tires, would have to be 
towed, fair condition (Craigslist No. 4256539752) (1401)  

76 Spitfire 1500—Car runs and drives good; 56,305 miles, 
everything works, body is straight but has some rust.  Interior in 
good condition, lots of extra parts.  $1800, Peoria, IL, call (309)
361-7392 (Craigslist) (1401) 

78 Spitfire 1500—65,210 
miles, runs great, comes with 
hardtop, tonneau cover.  Inte-
rior in great shape, small bub-
ble of rust on left bottom front 
fender; nice car, not perfect, 
just needs some touch-up.  Car 

is in Fenton, asking $3800, call (636)248-5842 (Craigslist) 
(1401) 

80 TR7 Spider—Not 
concours but show wor-
thy, turn-key driver that 
needs nothing as most 
every component has 
been serviced and func-

tions properly.  Super value at $4750, call Frank (708)287-
8507 or fctr6@hotmail.com, Elmwood Park (W Chicago), IL 
(VTR Classifieds) (1401) 

80 TR7— “Barn fresh, under the dust,” not running, $950. Call 
( 5 7 3 ) 9 3 4 4 - 0 9 9 2  o r  e m a i l  c l a s s i c c a r p r o -
jects@classiccarprojects.com, 7 east of Kennett, MO, on High-
way 412 (Dealer)(1312)  

Wanted—I’m looking for a TR4 or TR250, contact Jim at (314)
368-7288 or jdooley46@sbcglobal.net. (1401) 

Wanted—GT6 gearbox; one that requires rebuilding is okay. 
Call John (314)821-4154. 

For Sale – Five GT6 parts cars, one TR6 parts car.  Call Ron 
Theel for information (636)931-6058, Festus, MO (1401) 

For Sale—High compression 1500cc Spitfire motor, needs 
assembly.  Flat top pistons w/ rings and lightened flywheel. 
Harmonic balancer, crank & flywheel balanced as a unit.  In-
cludes new main and rod bearings, wrist pin bushings, front 
and rear oil seals, gasket set, heavy duty valve springs and 
spring seats. Head machine work not completed ; needs your 
connecting rods, exhaust manifold & intake set up. Block ma-
chine work is completed. $628.74, call Craig at (636)248-7466 
(1401) 

For Sale—Hardtop for TR250 and TR6, aftermarket fiberglass, 
$50.  TR6 radiator, 1971 vintage, excellent used condition, 
$80.  TR6 motor, 1976, less intake & carbs, reasonable offer.  
Craig Madsen (636)248-7465 (1401)  

For Sale—Wide variety of TR3/4 used OEM parts, primarily 
from the competition of my TR3B in 1968. Includes cylinder 
head; gas tank; piston sets (83 and 86mm); 3.7:1 ring and pin-
ion and differential carrier; four 5” steel rims with Goodyear 
Sports Car Specials and tubes, mounted; wiper motor; oil 
pumps; radiator core; starter; gauges; rear shock set; plus 
much more. Call/email for the entire four-page lists, specifics, 
questions. Larry Brown (618)971-0056 or lar-
ryb1703@hotmail.com (1312)  

For Sale—Six 1973 TR6 fenders. Four in great condition, two 
which are dented; $150 for the good ones, $50 for the not-so-
good ones (Craigslist No. 4215012111) (1312)  
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Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, 21 January 

 

Hatfield’s & Mccoy’s 
7337 Mexico Rd 

St Peters 

(636)397-6334 

Southern Cookin’: 
show up around 5:30, eat a 
lot of food that’s really bad 

for you (but tasty), business 
meeting at some point after  

7 PM 

And Finally... 

   Just remember, while the holidays 

are over for another year, there are 

plenty of great post-Christmas bar-

gains available for your favorite LBC 

owner.  Case in point: KaleCo Auto, 

which offers “Rare, Unusual and 

Hard to Find Auto Parts” such as 

these seen at the right.  

   For more truly great deals, see the 

Kale Co Auto web page at:  

http://kalecoauto.com 

Left Handed Metric Screwdriver $13.90 

   This screwdriver was specially formulated 
by the Coalition of Left Handed Peoples for 
Furthering of Left Handed Recognition and 
Also the Metric System (CLHPFLHRAMS).  
Great for loosening screws on the right side 
of the vehicle, or tightening screws on the 
left side of the vehicle.  

Cross-Drilled Brake Lines 

$72.95 

   Want improved braking?  Why just 
cross drill those rotors?  Improved 
airflow through lines provides superior 
brake cooling!  Brake fluid is exposed 
to cool moving air, almost instantly 
reducing heat, and providing shorter 
stopping distances!  All lines made of 
quality latex.   


