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By Creig Houghtaling    

   The All British Car Show is 
now just around the corner; 
next will be our Christmas 
party in December.  Then 
January will bring the Polar 
Bear Run.  Please see other 
parts of this newsletter for de-
tails on the first two, the Polar 
Bear Run is still in planning.   

   As president of the club, I 
see all the planning and work 
that goes into events like 
this.  It is not trivial!  SLTOA is 
blessed to have many individu-
als who volunteer a lot of time 
to plan and execute all that is 
needed fo r  successfu l 
events.  We don’t have any 
individual (or even a small 
group) who makes everything 
happen.   

   Speaking for myself, I only 
have a limited amount of time I 
can devote to the club.  That 
seems to be true with every-
one else.  But all added up, 
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  If  you’ve ever lived in LA... 

   Over the weekend of 5-8 September, Road America and the Vintage Sports Car Drivers Asso-
ciation (VSCDA) held the Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival XXVIII, which drew approximately 300 
vintage cars from around the continent as well as several thousand spectators.  A detachment 
from SLTOA numbered among the latter, with several members making the 400+ mile trek.  
From early reports, a good time was had by all.  

   This year’s event incorporated two special events: a salute 
to Triumph – including Sunday’s Kastner Cup Race, named 
for honored guest RW “Kas” Kastner – and a celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of Formula V.  Events included the Kim-
berly, Sheldon and Elkhart Lake Cup Races, a Saturday re-
enactment of the original Elkhart Lake street course race 
(believe it or not, the street course, which served from 1950 

to 1952, is a designated National Historic Landmark and on the National Register of Historic 
Places, along with the original Watkins Glen street course), a Saturday night banquet where Kas 
served as guest speaker and the “Gather on the Green” show for classic cars.   

   So how was it, particularly for those of the Triumph persuasion?  President Creig Houghtaling 
sent the following just before this issue of the Notes went to press:  

   “Nothing like a Wedge with a 4.5L 
racing V8 in it!  Or how about a TR4 
with a Devin body to look like a 
small Ferrari?  Paul Newman’s 
TR6.  All these and many more for 
the Kastner Cup.  As a bonus, there 
were real Ferraris too, Cunning-
hams and Briggs Cunningham’s 
Lister Jaguar.  Old Corvettes, 
MGs, racing Jags and Mustangs 
too.  And that’s not a tenth of it.   

   “There was one that was totally awe-
some…how many nearly 100-year-old cars 
do you see?  How many Bugattis have you 
ever seen?  How many 100-year-old Bugat-
tis have you seen on a race course?” 

  We should have the race results, more 
photos and hopefully some additional com-
mentary by other club members who made 
the run to Elkhart Lake in next month’s is-
sue.  In the meantime, enjoy these photos 
taken by Creig.   

Bugatti 

Continued on pg. 6 
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Calendar 

 

13-15 Sept 2013 – Goodwood Revival, 
Chichester, West Sussex, England. Ce-
lebrity, sports car, sedan and formula 
races. Info at www.goodwood.co.uk.  

15 Sept 2013 – 35th Annual Greater Mid-
west Swap Meet & Car Show, Queeny 

Park, hosted by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri. Swap 
meet opens 6:30 AM, contact Elliott Cytron (314)727-1170 
days or (314)878-0534 nights for information. Car show starts 
at 8 AM, must be in place by 11:30, 17 classes, all vehicles 
1988 or older are welcome. Contact Carl Roedel (314)821-
4015.  

16-22 Sept 2013 – 50th Anniversary SCCA National Cham-
pionship Runoffs, Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI. Monitor 
www.roadamerica.com.  

20 Sept 2013 – ABCCS Welcome BBQ, 
hosted by All British Car Repair at the Red 
Roof Inn-Westport, 11837 Lackland Rd. 6 PM 
to 11 PM. Bring a side dish/dessert to share 
and a chair.  

21 Sept 2013 – 32nd Annual All British Car & Cycle Show, 
Creve Coeur Lake Park. Hosted by the St Louis MG Club with 
the St Louis Triumph Owners Association running the food 
concession. This year’s featured marque is the Austin-Healey. 
Keep an eye on www.allbritishcarshow.com for additional infor-
mation in advance of St Louis’ biggest annual LBC event.  

21-22 Sept 2013 – ChumpCar World Series Event No. 26, 
12- and 6-hour enduros at Gateway Speedway. “Real Racing, 
Real Tracks, Real Cheap Cars.” Info at www.chumpcar.com.  

21 Sept 2013 – Cars & Coffee. Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/
Rock Hill Plaza, 8:30 to 10:30ish. For more information, contact 
M.L. Hillard (630)272-1792 mlhillard@sbcglobal.net.  

4-5 Oct 2013 – Jaguars at the Kemp, hosted by the Jaguar 
Association of Greater St Louis.   Friday, cocktail party at the 
EdgeWild Winery and Restaurant, 550 Chesterfield Center, 
5:30-7 PM.  Saturday Concours d’Elegance at the Kemp Auto 
Museum, 16955 Chesterfield Airport Rd, Chesterfield, 10 AM to 
3 PM.  Dinner and awards at the Oceano Restaurant, 16125 
Chesterfield Parkway W, 6 to 10:30 PM.  Additional information 
at the JAGSL web page, www.jcna.com/clubs/main.php?
club=sc20&Vref=sc20.  

4-5 Oct 2013 – Memphis Euro 
Auto Fest, celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the Porsche 911. 
At Youth Villages, 7410 Mem-
phis-Arlington Rd, 8 AM to 3 
PM, proceeds benefit Youth 
Villages. More details TBA, 
m o n i t o r 
www.memphisbritishcars.org/.  

5 Oct 2013 – 12th Annual Brits in the Ozarks, benefitting the 
ALS Association of Northwest Arkansas, at Agri Park on the 
University of Arkansas Campus, Fayetteville, 10 AM to 3 PM. 
Hosted by the British Iron Touring Club of Northwest Arkansas, 
British Motoring Club of Arkansas, Greater Ozarks British Mo-
toring Club and Jaguar Club of Tulsa. Special guest John Twist 
of University Motors, legendary mechanic, MG guru and British 
car whisperer. Details at www.britishironnwa.org/show13.html.  

13 Oct 2013 – Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 5, 
Family Arena, St Charles. For info or to sign up, contact Racer 
Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.  Possible fifth autocross at end of 
month.   

29 Oct 2013 – Last Cars & Coffee of the season. Starbucks, 
9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza, 8:30 to 10:30ish. For more 
information, contact M.L. Hillard (630)272-1792 
mlhillard@sbcglobal.net.  

 

Full listing at www.sltoa.org/events/2013/events13.htm 

St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 Member, St Louis Sports Car Council 

Www.stlscc.org 

17 Sep 2013—SLTOA monthly meeting.  

Location change to Mike Duffy’s Pub & Grill on 
Clayton at MO 141 (1024 Schnuck’s Woodsmill 
Plaza; 314-644-3700), show after 5:30 PM.   

19-22 Sept 2013—Six Pack TRials 2013, 
Traverse City, MI.  Holiday Inn-West Bay is the 

host hotel.  Details at www.6-pack.org/j15/ or contact event 
chairmen Mark and Terri Anderson, triumphmo-
torltd@yahoo.com, (517)265-4110.  

20 Sept 2013—ABCCS Welcome BBQ, hosted by All 

British Car Repair at the Red Roof Inn-Westport.  

21 Sept 2013—32
nd

 Annual All British Car & Cycle 
Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park.  Hosted by the St Louis MG 

Club, concessions by SLTOA.  Featured marque is Austin-
Healey.  Info on St Louis’ biggest annual LBC event at 
www.allbritishcarshow.com.  

2-6 Oct 2013—Triumphest/VTR 2013, San Rafael, 

Marin County, CA, hosted by the Triumph Travelers Sports 
Car Club of the Greater San Francisco Bay Area.  Some 
events will take place at Speedway Sonoma (former Sears 
Point Raceway).  Info at www.triumphtravelers.org/events.   

15 Oct 2013—SLTOA monthly meeting, location TBD.  

Oct 2013 – SLTOA Movie Night! Group night out to see 

Ron Howard’s “Rush,” which covers the 1976 Formula 1 sea-
son with emphasis on the rivalry between eventual world 
champion James Hunt (McLaren M23/M26; played by Chris 
Hemsworth) and Niki Lauda (Ferrari 312/312T2, Daniel 
Brűhl). Move night date TBD; “Rush” is currently scheduled 
for release 27 September, stand by for a short-notice movie 
alert. Open to members of all LBC clubs in St Louis.  Movie 
trailer at www.rushmovie.com.  

6 Dec 2013 – Annual SLTOA Christmas Party, Missouri 
Athletic Club-West, see pg 3.  
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The St Louis Triumph Owner’s Association cordially invites you to our 

2013 Christmas Party  
Friday, December 6 at the MAC-West County,  

Cash bar at 6:30 PM, dinner at 7:30 PM 

Menu:  Tossed Caesar salad 

  Shaved Top Sirloin with au jus 

  Seared Chicken Marsala 

  Mashed potatoes 

  Penne pasta with creams sauce and peas 

 Sauteed Haricot verts 

  CHEESECAKE! 

Cost per attendee: $17.00 (club subsidized) 

Please RSVP with your reservation (checks only, please) by 27 November to:   

               Ann Stark 
               16 Brazillian Court 
                Ladue, MO 63124-1728   

Any questions, please contact Ann at (314)993-5314 / ftom.stark@yahoo.com, or Kathy Kresser (636)394-3012 / 
kakresser@sbcglobal.net.  

32nd Annual 

All-British Car & Cycle Show 
Saturday, September 21, 2013 

Creve Coeur Lake Park 
9 AM, awards at 3 PM 

 
Featured Marque:  

Parking Lot Party hosted by All British Car Repair,  

Friday, September 20,  
Red Roof Inn/Westport, 6 PM-11 PM 

 

On site-registration 9 Am to Noon.  

Presented by the MG Club of St Louis 

Food concession hosted by the St Louis Triumph Owners  

Association www.triumphtravelers.org/events.   



 

4 

Meeting Notes—20 September 2013 

   August’s meeting con-
tinued the SLTOA tradi-
tion of outdoor, backyard 
BBQ gatherings, with 
long-time members Bon-
nie and Jack David serv-
ing as the gracious 
hosts at their home “way 
up north” in St Charles 
County.   As per usual, a 
good number of members turned out, 34 of them, with 12 Tri-
umphs arrayed on the David’s lawn and several Brand X vehi-
cles out on the street.  One of the latter (a Saab) belonged to 
prospective Bob Duddy, who admitted to former ownership of a 
TR6.  Obviously, he’d found his way to the right place.  

   Typical summer weather (heat, humidity) prevailed until the 
sun started going down, at which point things got more com-
fortable in the David backyard, accompanied by the sounds of 
a babbling brook and equally babbling Triumph enthusiasts.  
The latter included serious Q&A (“You paid our dues, didn’t 
you?” “No, I thought you did”) and Dave Massey’s commentary 
on bringing a “good Irish stout” to the meetings, which set off a 
debate on various brand/types of beer.  Dave added he’d re-
cently acquired a lighted beer sign, sight unseen, which turned 
out to be for Ballantine, the National Beer of New Jersey (New 
Jersey?!).  Remarkably, good order and discipline continued 
among the assembled multitude once the food started coming 
out, or at least until the burgers, dogs and brats arrived.   

   Once again, Vice President Jesse Lowe presided over the 
business meeting.  The big news: the shift of October’s meet-
ing from Lewellyn’s (arguably) Welsh pub in Wildwood to the ol’ 
reliable Mike Duffy’s in Kirkwood.  Turned out establishing 
comms with Lewellyn’s on the meeting arrangements was 
problematic (no one at the pub responded to phone calls, 
emails, etc), hence the switch.  The crowd took the news in 
good humor although one member – of Welsh descent – com-
mented about the lost opportunity to pound on some Saxons.   
Joe Guenther commented that apparently the club’s reputation 
had preceded it… 

   Second, Tom and Ann Stark volunteered the use of their 
home for the club’s November meeting.  In around multiple 
expressions of appreciation by the crowd, someone asked Ann 
why she and her husband were willing to host this bunch.  Her 
response: “The meeting is the day before the cleaning people 
arrive.”  Made sense…As for October’s meeting location, Prez 
Creig is scouting out locations in Illinois for the benefit of our 
members in the Land of Lincoln, if anyone has any suggestions 
or recommendations send them along.  

   Moving to ABCCS preps, someone called on Lee Fox who 
immediately responded with “I’m innocent!”  He then an-
nounced 88 early sign-ups for the event among the St Louis/

Metro East LBC commu-
nity, leaving 12 slots 
open for early registra-
tion and the highly desir-
able 2013 ABCCS t-
shirt. Lee added the 
registration numbers 
were right on track to 
match last year’s gather-
ing.  SLTOA’s still look-

ing for an all-hands effort with the food concession; to that end, 
Maria Moore passed around the sign-up sheet for set-up, cook-
ing, counter sales, VERTREP, etc.  The intent is to rotate club 
members through the various positions, thus ensuring ensure 
no individuals gets stuck with a particular duty for an overly 
long period.       

   Next up, introduction of visitor/prospective member Bob, new 
member Steve Paur of St Peters (1976 TR6) and returning 
member Tom Borgstadt, owner of three (count ‘em, three) 
TR250s (a “garage full,” as he put it).  Tom and his wife both 
previously served as president of SLTOA; he also handled the 
treasurer and newsletter editor duties.  

   Joe gave an update on the annual Christmas party, sched-
uled for Friday 6 December.  Cathy Kresser and Ann Stark 
volunteered to assist as the menu/arrangements coordinators, 
more information to follow.  The Gateway Austin-Healey club 
will hold its party the following night, with the MG Club of St 
Louis’ holiday festivities in January.  

   Joe and a few others also commented on the previous Cars 
& Coffee gathering, noting a record-setting total of 253 vehicles 
showed up, filling the entire parking lot behind the Rock Hill 
Plaza Starbucks.  The vehicles included a lot of Ferraris, Jag-
uars, BMWs and three TR3s, among other Triumph and LBC 
part ic ipants.  
John Lamberg 
then alerted 
the crew to the 
Friday night 
events hosted  
by the Sonic 
at Lindbergh 
and Big Bend 
(note: through 
O c t o b e r ) , 
which regu-
larly turns out 
about 100 
cars, “A lot of 
fun cars, pri-
marily hot 
rods.”   

   The meeting 
concluded at 
8:06 PM.  
Again, our 
thanks to the 
Davids for 
hosting the 
proceedings.   

Photo: Andy Ackerman 
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By Karl Schmitt 

   Some 10 club members gathered in High Ridge on 18 August for a Sunday afternoon 
drive in their LBCs, meandering along the scenic back roads of Jefferson County and 
eventually arriving at Trattoria Giuseppe’s ristorante in Otto.  Here we enjoyed an excel-
lent dinner, served up in more than ample portions by Chef Phil and accompanied by 
spirited conversation.  Giuseppe’s is an excellent “Mom and Pop” Italian restaurant and is 
a favorite of the Schmitts and the Parentins.  Knowing that Gail really enjoyed their food, 
they served her a huge portion, to which she reacted accordingly! 

   Perhaps the only sad note of the day was that the water pump failed on Jack and Bon-
nie’s Spitfire and the car had to be towed home.  But make it home safely they did and 
we offered an extra toast in consolation.  

 

 

 

Sunday Drive & Take Your Lady to Dinner Event 

Gail’s reaction to her huge serving of  

pasta.  
Jesse practicing his hand signals for Steve.   

   A few days following the August meeting, Yr Fthfl Ed re-
ceived the following from member Mike Poropat:  

 

Hi Mark – We had a great time at the meeting on Tuesday.  
Unfortunately, on the way home Sonja suffered a flat tire and 
wound up stuck in the middle of the 370 bridge.  She was able 
to get it over to the side but MODOT has left a very slight 
shoulder there.  I was unable to stop on the bridge as we had 
gotten separated. I had to run/walk back to her car as I could 
not back up on the bridge that far.  

   When I finally got back to my wife I found three men had 
stopped to help her. This was some relief as it was very dark 
and none of us were in a good position.  I did not really did pay 
much attention to the fellows that stopped to help If I got their 
names I promptly forgot them concentrating on getting the tire 
changed and getting everyone out of there.  

   We managed to change the tire and after thanking the 
strangers who helped us we went  on our way.  I did get one of 
the gentleman's phone number and called him after we arrived 
home to thank him again.  He informed me he was just getting 
home also as he lived in Hillsboro. Mo. 

   Now here is the kicker.  Sonja told me last night that the 
three gentlemen that stopped were at the meeting!!!  I had no 
idea and now I am really embarrassed that I didn't realize that. 
I was hoping you could help find out who these people 
are?  Neither was driving a sports car.  Sonja said the two men 
in front—one of whom was from Hillsboro—were driving an 
SUV and the man in back was driving a van.  

   I am sure Sonja will recognize all them right away at the next 
meeting but it would be nice if we could know there names.  Any 
help you can give would be appreciated. I really feel that without 
there help things could have turned out very badly on Tuesday 
night.  

          Thanks, Mike & Sonja 

   A little investigation, a couple of emails, and… 

   Hi, Karl Schmitt (with flashlight, hammer & cell phone) and 
Ron Theel were the first to stop.  Dave Massey came by a few 
minutes later.   

   Glad every thing worked out OK. 
             Karl 

 

   And that, true believers, is a perfect example of why we band 
together in special interest car clubs!   

After the Meeting... 
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Elkhart Lake (continued from page 1) 

Cunningham C4R with the Triumph TR250K in the 

background 

The legendary Group 44 Jaguar XJR-5 

Devin-Triumph.  That car behind it looks familiar... 

MGTD racer (at least, the editor thinks it’s a TD) 

1958 Corvette Our esteemed leader with Kas Kastner 
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Full Moon Fever Rally 

By Kathy Kresser 

   This nearly full moon fever rally took familiar roads and made them chal-
lenging and exciting. It is amazing the difference of driving these roads in 
the daylight vs. the darkness of night. 

   The rally traveled up and down, in and back and around on West County 
roads. The early part of the drive at dusk was magical with just enough 
light to see and the canopy of the trees on the narrow roads added to the 
ambiance. Then, it was dark. Driving in the dark was almost spooky, mak-
ing it much harder to know which way the road was turning. We did enjoy 
perfect night time temperatures.  

    Rally master Bob Horzmann commented on possible deer and that 
some roads were narrow and downhill requiring caution. He was right on! 
The rally did not include finding answers to silly questions, but did require 
two blackjack rounds  

at Babler State Park. Lee Fox and Chris Kresser tied with 41 points each.  

   As the LBCs and other sports cars were snaking their way through the 
darkness, I wondered what the gods above were thinking about these 
crazy drivers out for fun on a nearly full moon night.  

   A round of applause is sent to Bob Horzmann for another masterful rally. 
We have traveled many of these West County roads and yet Bob finds a 
new road here and there. It would be hard to select a favorite, there are so 
many.  

Proofread by Anice Etz 

Photos by Andy Ackerman 

 

   Oh boy, 
here we go 
again with 
s o m e t h i n g 
that could 
e ve n t u a l l y 
have a direct 
impact on 
our owner-

ship and enjoyment of our LBCs…and our other vehicles, for 
that matter.   

   Anyone who’s lived in California for any length of time over 
the last three to four decades is aware of the California Air Re-
sources Board (abbreviated “CARB”) which regularly issues 
edicts ordering mandatory levels of ultra-low or no-emission 
(ie, electric) vehicle sales in the state.  While CARB’s been 
forced to back down multiple times, one of the major political 
parties in the United Kingdom thinks it has the horsepower (no 
pun intended) to enact such a law.   

   The Liberal Democrat party, led by Deputy Prime Minister 
Nick Clegg, will consider a platform proposal at its annual au-
tumn meeting in Glasgow mid-September which, if it became 
law, would ban all gas and diesel-powered vehicles from the 
country by 2040.  Only “ultra-efficient” hybrids and electrics 
would remain authorized on British roads, although the party 
will allow an exception for freight vehicles.  The proposal’s part 
of the Lib Dem’s “Zero-Carbon Britain” initiative; other propos-
als include the imposition of tolls on existing roads on the is-
land as well as a per-plane carbon tax, “…charged in propor-
tion to the carbon emissions…” of all commercial aircraft which 
operate in and out of the UK.   

   Barring unforeseen circumstance, the next British national 
election is scheduled for 2015.  The Liberal Democrats right 

now are the junior partner in a coalition government led by 
Prime Minister David Cameron, a Conservative (aka the 
“Tories”).  However, if the Lib Deems do well in the next elec-
tion, Clegg could then become the PM and his party’s initia-
tives could become law.  If that happens, by 2040 all British, 
Scotch, Welsh and Northern Irish will have to park or possibly 
even surrender their gas and diesel-powered vehicles, includ-
ing special interest and historic cars.   

   But wait, it gets better.  In the interim, the European Union 
has decided to make a bold move on the side of improved driv-
ing safety.  Titled Intelligent Speed Authority (ISA), the high-
tech system would employ vehicle-mounted cameras, commu-
nications equipment and satellites to monitor the speeds of all 
vehicles in the EU countries, as well as nations closely associ-
ated with the Union such as Britain.  If a driver attempts to ex-
ceed the speed limit of about 70 mph, the onboard systems will 
apply the brakes, forcing the car to slow down.  The system, if 
approved and mandated by the EU, would require retrofitting of 
all cars currently on the road, including the antiques and spe-
cial interest vehicles.   

   On the plus side, British Transport Secretary Patrick 
McLoughlin has directed his subordinates to fight the proposal.  
A spokesman for British Transport stated, “It is definitely some-
thing that he is keen to resist and he has told officials that it is 
something we don't want to do. To be forced to have automatic 
controls in your car amounts to Big Brother nannying by EU 
bureaucrats.”  

   A spokesman for The Automotive Association (England’s 
version of the AAA) also argued against the ISA systems, com-
menting, “It could take away people's ability to get themselves 
out of trouble with a quick burst of speed, such as in overtaking 
situations where the capacity to accelerate can avoid a head-

(Continued on page 8) 

Negative Camber...by the Editor 
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BSCC Autocross—28 July 2013 

Slow Roller  
Racing Team 

 

Results— 

BSCC Autocross No. 4 

Sat, 10 Aug 2013 

Family Arena, St Charles 

Team Standings (total events: 3) 

Driver/points: 

1. Kresser   27 

2. D. Guenther    16 

3. Maneke   14 

4. Massey   12 

5.     C. Houghtaling  11 

6.     J. Houghtaling    6 

        Morgan     6 

8.     J. Guenther     1 

Next race: Sun 13 October, Family Arena 

Driver   Car  Class  Overall  Indexed 

         Finish     Time 

C. Houghtaling  TR8               E Stock          29th                  47.765  

D. Guenther  BMW 330ci DS                              32nd      48.172 

Maneke   Corvette  SS        33rd   48.212 

J. Houghtaling  Yaris  HS        36th                  49.263 

Morgan   TR250  Street Touring C       37th       49.587 

J. Guenther  XJS  FS        40th   56.408 

Massey   TR6  HS        41st      DNF 

Wanted: Web Designer 

   Several years ago I wrote an article in this newsletter looking 
for someone to be editor of this newsletter.  Mark Morgan was-
n’t even a member of the club, but he contacted me and volun-
teered.  The rest is history.  Look at the phenomenal newsletter 
we now have!   

   So now I am going to ask if anyone has interest in helping 
with our SLTOA web site?  Gary Allgood does an excellent job 
with the site, but he has a limited amount of time he can devote 
to the effort.  More than once he has told me that if there is 
anyone who would like to help, he would be more than willing 
to accept any assistance that he can get.   

   So the first question is, what is required?  At minimum, a 
computer, internet access, and an interest in learning and time 
to do some work.  This would be the perfect opportunity for 
someone interested in developing web skills.  Or, on the other 
extreme, if there is someone who already knows a lot about 
web design, then the sky is the limit on what we could do with 
the site.   

   Any amount of assistance would be appreciated.  If someone 
could upload the newsletter each month, that would be less 
work Gary would have to do.  Or if someone would like to add 
features and bling, they could to that too!  If there is anybody 
who might be interested, please contact me: 
creig55@live.com, 314-401-7817.   

   PS The volunteer doesn’t have to be an SLTOA member; just 
someone interested in helping the club.  

            -Creig Houghtaling 

everyone fills in for everyone else, and we end up with suc-
cessful and enjoyable events.   

   So I want to express my sincere thanks to everyone who 
pitches in.  Whether it is a small amount of time or large, every-
thing is appreciated.  When a lot of people work together, a lot 
gets done! 

Steering Wheel (Continued from page 1) 

Joe Guenther classed  up the proceedings a bit with  his XJS.  Then 

again, he said it handled like “...a pancake in a Teflon frying pan.”  

on collision.”  For its part, the European Union says the idea is 
to save lives and therefore, it’s subject to fully consideration 
and possible implementation.  

   Will such initiatives jump the Atlantic?  Anything’s possible; 
we have plenty of people over here who would love to limit 
highway speeds one way or another (all of you out there who 
remember the 55 MPH speed limit of the 1970s, raise your 
hands) and, better yet, force people out of their current vehi-
cles into electrics or advanced hybrids.  

   Fasten your seatbelts, pending what happens in England and 
Yurp, things could get interesting. 

Sources: Peter Dominiczak, “Lib 
Deems: ban petrol and diesel cars 
from UK roads by 2040,” The 
(London) Telegraph, 6 August 
2013;  Seyth Miersma, “UK Deems 
pushing to ban fossil fuel autos by 
2040,” AutoBlog, 7 August 2013;  
“UK fights EU bid to introduce 
speed limit devices,” The (London) 
Guardian, 1 September 2013.  

Camber (Continued from page 7) 

Source: Auto.blog 
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   Note: Prior to starting with the dolly and hammer cover the 
face of your dolly with some sort of protection to keep it from 
denting or creasing the new skin.   The web-site used a cotton t
-shirt; I used five layers of duct tape.  

   Place the dolly on the skin side and hammer from the shell 
side.  TAKE YOUR TIME.  From that point I started dollying 
down the fold starting at the door front seam.  The web site 
suggested starting in the middle of the seam and working both 
directions a little at a time.  The site also suggested using sev-
eral pair of panel welding vise-grips with a piece of wood paint 
stick backing placed on the skin side.  This held the door skin 
in position.  

   I always stopped frequently and measured my distances. I 
worked the door front fold almost completely down the moved 
to the rear of the door fold.  Again working from the middle 
outward and a little at a time, I dollied the rear fold almost 
closed.  Again checking dimensions often.  I then started the 
bottom fold the same way.  

    After all three sides had been dollied over to almost closure; 
I did a final dimensional check then closed up any fold gap with 
dolly and body hammer.   will tack weld the lower corners.  The 
door shell is very sturdy, and if you take your time you’ll sustain 
no distortion of the shell.  A little grinding and filing of the 
welds, some etching spray primer on the welds, and it is ready 
for paint prep. 

   I placed the door on its hinges and it fit up perfectly. If you 
can say that about a TR-6 door!   

   I had a lot of doubts about re-skinning the door, but it ended 
up being quite simple in the end.  The whole process took 
about three hours. 

   Tools needed; Safety glasses, ear protection, protective 
clothing, disc grinder, hack saw, file, drill motor, wire brush, 
good size dolly, duct tape or old t-shirt, body hammer, folding 
ruler, felt marker, wire welder or brazing equipment, self etch-
ing spray primer, and padded work surface.  Classic Rock on 
the radio can also help sooth the concerns.   

   I hope this helps someone who may have the same concerns 
I did before I tacked this project.  

                - Ron Denning 
     Kansas City, MO 
   

TR Tech 

Re-skinning a TR-6 Door 

   When I decided to do a body off frame restoration of my 1975 
TR-6, I took the time to strip all three coats of paint by hand. 
While doing this task I found that every body panel on my TR 
had been hit, bent up, pulled out, and repaired using body 
putty.   

   I had decided early on that I did not want any Bondo on the 
panels of my fresh restoration if at all possible.  So, I bit the 
bullet as they say, took on the national debt, and bought all 
new sheet metal panels.  The new panels included a new 
hood, new trunk lid, new front fenders, new rear fenders, new 
inner and outer rear fascia/light panel, and new floor pans.  

   I saved stripping the doors for last, and sure enough, both 
doors had repaired damage from being hit and the usual open-
ing too far and adding a vertical crease to the door skin. In 
some cases the Bondo was a quarter inch thick!  So, I ordered 
a new LH and a RH door shell.  I received the new RH door 
shell, but was informed that the LH door shell was no longer 
available.  Thus I began the search for a NOS door shell but to 
no avail.   decided to take the challenge and re-skin the LH 
door.  

   At that point I started research on how to re-skin a TR-6 door. 
There is very little on the subject I could find on-line.  I finally 
searched a few hot rod sites and found a really good article on 
re-skinning a Camaro door.  

 

Here is how my experience went with my TR-6 door 

   The inner frame of the door was in excellent condition.  With 
the paint stripped I could see there was no rust, dents, or dings 
visible. Totally disassembling the door confirmed this observa-
tion. 

   I placed the door outer skin down on a padded work stand. 
Using a ruler, I measured the distance from the door shell to 
the edge of the door skin.  I measured multiple places on all 
three sides so when I positioned the new door skin in place, 
the dimensions of the new door skin would match the size of 
the old door skin.  I also measured the opening at the top of the 
old door where the window is inserted.   

   Using a disc grinder I carefully removed the fold from all 
three sides taking care not to grind into the door shell flange 
itself.  Using a hack saw and file, I removed the welds from the 
old skin where it attached to the shell at the forward and rear 
window slot positions.  I had to grind down the brazing at the 
doors lower corners and at the forward upper most area of the 
door.  At that point the old door skin just fell off.  There was a 
lot of Bondo in that door skin. 

   I cleaned up the door shell flanges with a drill mounted wire 
brush.  I should have sprayed etching primer on the flanges, 
but since there was no rust, I moved on.  I will pour liquid etch-
ing primer in the front, bottom, and rear folded joints at a later 
date.   

   The new door skin already has the folds started in the three 
sides; they are already at a 90 degree angle.  I started at the 
window slot by fitting the new door shell to the exact window 
slot width.  After removing a portion of the e-coat, I wire welded 
the forward and rear attachment points in place.   
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SLTOA’s on Facebook! 

Www.facebook.com/home.php?

sk=group_134416839926824&ap=1 

and John!  

   This popped up on Bring-A-Trailer (http://bringatrailer.com) 

on 23 August: a 1970 Triumph Stag (yes, Stag) station wagon 

or “estate.”  Advertised on eBay in Great Britain, the car was a 

conversion by rally driver Ian “Del” Lines (who raced Rover 

SD1s, among other cars) and believed to be one of three survi-

vors.   

   Here’s a portion of the blurb from eBay UK:  

   Triumph Stag Estate, one of only 22 Triumph Stag Estates 

build and one of only three known to exist… 

   Built at Atlantic Garage, Weston Supermare by Ian “Del” 

Lines, rally driver, garage owner and builder  of cars British 

Leyland wouldn’t build at the time...car was built for a retired 

colonel who wanted all the benefits of a Triumph Stag in a Tri-

umph 2.5 Estate shell.  Painted in the client’s favourite colour 

of Mimosa Yellow and fitted with the full running gear of a Tri-

umph Stag, with twin Stag exhausts.  A steel electric sunroof 

and electric windows were also fitted with modified...vinyl 

roof...and some very expensive Recaro seats...a custom steer-

ing wheel and an 8-track finished off the interior.  A set of black 

Minilite alloy wheels tinted glass and a chrome air intake grill 

and rear foglights finished off the exterior.  

   The car was given its own chassis number and badged as a 

3-liter V8, together with Stag front and rear badges.  VYD 3M is 

a 1-owner car from new...later in its life and after the Stag V8 

blew up, the owner looked into the fitting of a Rover V8 to aid 

its reliability.  It’s all in the history file with the owner’s thoughts 

and views together with an original road test report, brochures, 

passport to service booklet and Recaro sales brochure.   

   VYD 3M has been dry stored since 1995; it needs full and 

major restoration.  Every panel is salvageable I would guess, 

bar the front wing, but nearly every part is available through 

specialists.  It is running and driving and has brakes, but don’t 

even think of it driving it home, a trailer is essential (ED NOTE: 

as well as a boat…).   

Admit It, You Want This Car... 
 
And Finally...continued  

   The car is a somewhat modified (!) TR3, built by William  
Aldrich-Ames (not the spy, Aldrich Ames) of Minneapolis 
some 40-plus years ago.   

   Ames acquired a wrecked TR3, raced it in SCCA E Pro-
duction and then decided to make some mods to get the car 
to go faster.  According to ConceptCarz.com, he removed 
the body, modified the frame, lowered the body and covered 
the TR in a an aluminum body fabricated from scraps found 
in a local junkyard.  He named it to the Peyote Special; per 
the reference, “The name ‘Special’ referred to a type of one-
off racing vehicle intended for specific competition, and in no 
way meant the vehicle was attractive.  It was hideous…” 

   Ames rebuilt the body, creating the Peyote Mk II, and 
raced it through 1962.  The car’s now a regular at vintage 
races in the Pacific Northwest, driven by Bill Babcock of 
Portland, OR.  That’s Bill in the red shirt, below, from the 
Friends of Triumph web page.   
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SLTOA Classifieds 

64 Spitfire 4—Project car, re-built 

suspension, missing nothing, just 
needs to be assembled/restored. Has 
hardtop and convertible top, factory 
knock-offs. In High Ridge, MO, price 
lowered to $1250, call Gary (636)376-
8244 (Craigslist) (1308)  

67 Spitfire Mk.3—The car is completely disassembled, 

frame has been sand blasted and painted.  All parts are there, 
ready for restoration, has twin-carb setup and clear title.  In 
Jefferson County, call (314)775-3962 (Craigslist) (1309) 

72 Spitfire IV—Runs good, carb rebuilt, new brakes, lights, 

odometer reads 70K but not certain its accurate.  The car has 
no rust and very good paint, needs minor work like wipers and 
cleaning.  In Carbondale, $3600, call (618)549-1017 
(Craigslist) (1309) 

76 TR6—Air condition-

ing, roll bar, luggage 
rack, tonneau cover, 
have records.  $6000, in 
North County, call for 
more details (314)623-
7485 (Craigslist) (1309) 

78 Spitfire 1500—

65,210 miles, comes 
with removable hardtop, 
tonneau cover. Has 
clean engine with single 
carb, runs great, needs 
only a little TLC. Asking 
$4500, in Fenton, seri-

ous calls only please (636)248-5842 (Craigslist) (1308)  

79 Spitfire 1500—Only 32K miles, good condition, $7500 

OBO, in Kirkwood. Call (314)438-6844 (Craigslist) (1308) 

79 Spitfire 1500—Only 17K miles, $9200, part of collection 

sale which includes a 1910 Brush, two Maxwells, 1919 Model 
T, 1921 Overland, 1924 Essex, 1929 New Zealand Pontiac, 
1955 Cadillac, 1957 Metropolitan and 1986 Chrysler Fifth Ave, 
plus motorcycles and tractors.  In Pana, IL, call Mike Tex, cell 
(217)855-6100 (Craigslist) (1309).   

80 TR7—With Sprint 

engine (~150hp), 5sp, 
excellent mechanical 
condition. About 40K 
miles on car, 5k miles 
on new engine. New 

convertible top, carpet, door panels, sport exhaust, wheels, 
clutch, tires, only minor dents and surface rust.  Have AC parts, 
many spare parts and Sprint manual.  Only needs seat covers 
and paint to complete. $5800, St Louis, call Dave (636)346-
6640 (Craigslist) (1308)  

80 TR7—Purple 

metalflake, minimal 
rust, runs but needs 
carb rebuild.  $3900, 
Germantown, TN, con-

tact Craig Moore, c58moore80@gmail.com (VTR Classifieds) 
(1309) 

80 TR7—Rare fuel injected car, everything works including the 

A/C. Custom wheels and interior, 5sp transmission and clutch 
replaced 2000 miles ago, no rust and body is straight. $7100, 
Germantown, TN (901)754-0538 (Classic Car Trader) (1308)  

82 TR7—Great little car, did run great, been sitting for a few 

years but still in good shape.  No rust, have brand new top for 
installation.   $2777, in Springfield, IL; have multiple other vehi-

cles if interested (217)414-8249 (Craigslist) (1309) 

Wanted—GT6 gearbox; one that requires rebuilding is okay. 

Call John (314)821-4154.  

Wanted to borrow—a differential side bearing adjusting 

sleeve wrench (J-8342); for photo, see the 1965 chassis shop 
manual, pg. 4-34, item No. 6.  I’m resealing my leaky differen-
tial and this tool would make the job a lot easier.   Contact Tom 
James via SLTOA email (1309). 

For Sale—Four nice wheels to 

spruce up your Spitfire, off a late-
model Spit and should fit any other 
LBC with the same bolt pattern. VG 
condition, one has a little curb rash 
but that can be corrected. They 
come with 155/80R13 rubber and 
hardware (centering rings, lug 

nuts). I believe they’re the Eagle Racing five-spoke alloys with 
locking lug covers. Asking $400, contact me at 
jguenthe@yahoo.com (1304).  

For Sale—15” tires: pair of 

205/55 ZR15 and a pair of 
225/50 ZR15, staggered set, 
full tread, $240. Set of Dunlop 
SP Sport 8000 ZR-rated tires. 
These were mounted up, went 
to a show and back and dis-
mounted. Less than 150 miles 

on them; tread widths are 7” and 8”, diameter 24”. Call Craig at 
(636)734-3937 (1304)  

For Sale—Pair of H6 SU 

carbs with intake manifold. 
Carbs recently rebuilt and 
bench tested professionally, 
asking $650. Call Dave Wan-
hatalo (636)244-2812 (1308)  

Welcome new members! 
Emerson and Diane Barron 

1973 GT6 
Wright City 

 
Steve Paur 
1976 TR6 
St Peters 
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And Finally…. 

SLTOA Monthly  

Meeting 

Tuesday, 17 September 

 

 

 

 

 

1024 Schnuck’s Woodsmill Plaza 

(314)644-3700 

♠ NOTE LOCATION CHANGE ♠  

Arrive after 5:30 PM or thereabouts, 
dinner and assorted libation, followed 

at some point by a meeting.   

   As we approach the end of 
another car show season, al-
ways remember: with LBCs, 
beauty is skin deep...but ugly 
goes all the way to the frame.  
 
              (and yes, it IS a Triumph.  See pg 10) 


