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View From Behind the 

Steering Wheel 

By Creig Houghtaling 

   Well, after a 14-month vacation, I 
find myself back at the “Wheel.”  Tony 
needed some time back with his fam-
ily and other activities, so he decided 
to step away from being president of 
SLTOA.  So, as vice president, I have 
moved back to presidency for the 
remaining 10 months of Tony’s 2-year 
term.  Jesse Lowe has graciously 
volunteered to serve as Vice Presi-
dent and was unanimously elected to 
the position.  Thank you Jesse!!! 

   There is one thing that Tony tried to 
do during his term that I am going to 
make every effort to carry on.  That is 
to recognize, include and accommo-
date our Illinois side SLTOA mem-
bers.  I just looked at our roster and 
we have 12 families out of a roster of 
100 that reside in Illinois.  I’m positive 
there are many more Triumph owners 
on the east side of the Mississippi 
River who might potentially join the 
club if they felt they would be in-
cluded in the activities.  

    In an effort to do more activities on 
the Illinois side, we originally planned 
to hold our May meeting in Illinois.  
When Tony stepped down, some lead 
members of the club felt it was impor-
tant to meet on the Missouri side, 
closer to the majority of the active 

(Continued on page 10) 

Concours Weekend   see pg 6 BSCC Autocross   see pg 4 

Mai Fest!  See pg. 4 

Photo by John Moore 



 

2 

Calendar 

 

15 Jun 2013—Cars & Coffee, Starbucks, 9616 Manches-

ter/Rock Hill Plaza, 8:30 to 10:30ish.  For more information, 
contact ML Hillard (630)272-1792 or mlhillard@sbcglobal.net.  

15 Jun 2013—Boeing Sports Car Club  Autocross 
No. 3, Family Arena, St Charles.  For info or to sign up, con-

tact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.   

15 Jun 2013—MG Club of St Louis Good Ol’ Daze 
Drive-In Night.  Date pending, details still coming together, 

monitor www.stloismgclub.com/events-calendar.  

16 Jun 2013—Father’s Day Car Show, 
hosted by the Horseless Carriage Club of Mis-
souri.  Museum of Transportation, 2967 Barrett 
Station Rd, 11 Am to 3:30 PM.  Info at 
www.transportmuseumassociation.org/.  

16 Jun 2013—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 
5, Family Arena, St Charles.   Info at www.stlsolo.org/

eventsschedule.  

22-30 Jun 2013—The Great Race: “Rally Down the 
Mississippi.”  The race will pass through St Louis en route 

to lunch in Washington, some of the local clubs are planning a 
possible welcoming event.  Web page www.greatrace.com.  

23 Jun 2013—7
th

 Annual Art of the Car Concours, at 

the Kansas City Art Institute, 45th and Oak Streets, 10 Am to 4 
PM.  Info at www.artofthecarconcours.com.  

26-28 Jul 2013—14
th

 Annual Car-
thage British Car & Cycle Show, 

hosted by the Greater Ozarks British 
Motor Club.  Info at http://gobmc.org/
gobmc-car-show.  

28-30 Jun 2013—31
st

 Annual Vintage Grand Prix of 
Mid-Ohio, hosted by SVRA, Lexington, OH.  Mini is the fea-

tured marque, events include a British Car Showdown and 
Concours d’Elegance.  Info at www.midohio.com/.  

29 Jun 2013—Annual JAGSL River 
Road Tour to Pere Marquette State 
Park.  Meet at the Missouri Home for Vet-

erans, 10600 Lewis & Clark Blvd (I-270 at 
MO 367) at 8:30 AM to display cars and 
met with our veterans; plan on 10 AM de-
parture for the state park for lunch at the 

lodge.  Monitor www.jcna.com/clubs/main.php?
club=sc20&Vref=sc20.  

7 Jul 2013—Beat the Heat Rally, hosted 

by the MG Club of St Louis.   Date pending, 
details TBA, keep an eye on 
www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar.  

7 Jul 2013—15
th 

Annual Catsup Bottle 
Birthday Bash, at AmLegion Post 365, 

1022 Vandalia (IL 159), Collinsville. Registration 10 AM to 1 
PM, $10 per car.  Live music, vendors, entertainment for the 
kids.  

15-19 Jul 2013—GOF Central MkXXXV-The Journey 
West.  MG “Gathering of the Faithful” in St Charles, open to all 

LBCs.  See pg. 3.  

Full listing at www.sltoa.org/events/2013/

events13.htm 

St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 Member, St Louis Sports Car Council 

Www.stlscc.org 

21 Jun 2013—British Invasion: Third Degree Glass 
Factory, with the MG Club of St Louis.  At the Third Degree 

Glass Factory, 5200 Delmar Blvd, between Kingshighway and 
Union, Third Friday Free Party with celebration of classic Brit-
ish hits, 6-10 PM.  Third Degree phone number (314)367-
4527.   

23 Jun 2013—Annual STLOA Drive/

Picnic, Ballwin City Park, 12 noon, see pg. 3.  

16 Jul 2013—SLTOA monthly meeting, 

annual “Sweat Fest” at John Lamberg’s, Ches-
terfield.  

20 Aug 2013—SLTOA monthly meeting, Jack and Bon-

nie David’s, St Charles.  

6-8 Sept 2013—Elkhart Lake Vin-
tage Festival XXVII, Road America, 

Elkhart Lake, WI.   Sponsored by 
VSCDA, event includes the annual Kast-

ner Cup  race/award for Triumph’s, with RW “Kas” Kastner 
serving as Grand Marshal.  Details to follow, monitor 
www.vscda.org and www.roadamerica.com.  

17 Sep 2013—SLTOA monthly meeting.  

19-22 Sept 2013—Six Pack TRials 2013, Traverse City, 

MI.  Holiday Inn-West Bay is the host hotel.  Details at www.6-
pack.org/j15/ or contact event chairmen Mark and Terri 
Anderson, triumphmotorltd@yahoo.com, (517)265-4110.  

20 Sept 2013—ABCCS Welcome BBQ, hosted by All 

British Car Repair at the Red Roof Inn-Westport.  

21 Sept 2013—32
nd

 Annual All British Car & Cycle 
Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park.  Hosted by the St Louis MG 

Club, concessions by SLTOA.  Featured marque is Austin-
Healey.  Info on St Louis’ biggest annual LBC event at 
www.allbritishcarshow.com.  

2-6 Oct 2013—Triumphest/VTR 
2013, San Rafael, Marin County, CA, 

hosted by the Triumph Travelers 
Sports Car Club of the Greater San 
Francisco Bay Area.  Some events 
will take place at Speedway Sonoma 
(former Sears Point Raceway).  Info 
at www.triumphtravelers.org/events.   
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GOF  

Central 

XXXV 
Gathering of the Faith-

ful,”  Presented by the 

St Louis Ts.   
 

Embassy Suites, St Charles, MO 

15-19 July 

Events include:  

“The Expedition—First Timer’s Show”  on  

Tuesday, at Creve Coeur Lake Park  

Rally and Tour through Missouri wine  

country with car show at Noboleis  

Vineyards in Augusta 

 

As well as tech sessions * antiquing bus tour * 
valve cover races * arts/crafts/photo and scale 

model contests * funkana * auction * rally * 

Thursday night cocktail party and banquet 

More information at  

Www.gofcentral.com.  

All MGs and British cars invited!  

SLTOA June Picnic/Drive 
Sunday, 23 June 2013 

1 Ballwin Commons Drive, Ballwin 

Noon until ??? 

   The picnic pavilion is reserved by SLTOA 
for the full day; there is ample parking, so 
bring your Triumph.  Clean indoor restroom 
facilities, playground for the kids and if 
someone wants to swim, the pool is avail-
able, $7 per person.   

   Food will be pot-luck, bring anything you 
would like to share.   Bring your favorite 
beverages but be advised, the park has a 
rule against glass containers.  Jesse Lowe 
has volunteered to grill hotdogs, for addi-
tional info contact Jesse at (636)256-7790. 

 

   Got an idea for a post-meal/meeting 

drive?  Bring it!    



 

4 

Driver  Car   Class  Overall  Indexed  

        Finish     Time 

Kresser  PV544   H Stock      30th     54.539 

Massey  TR6   HS       33rd     55.762 

Morgan  TR6   HS      42nd     60.214 

D. Guenther Spitfire   HS      44th     61.632 

Maneke  TR250                Street Touring C       45th     64.595 

Team Standings (total events: 2) 

Driver/points: 

1. Kresser  18 

2. D. Guenther    9 

3. Maneke    6 

    Massey    6 

5. Morgan    4 

 

Next race: Sat 15 June 

Family Arena 

Slow Roller  

Racing Team 
Results— 

BSCC Autocross No. 2 

Sun 26 May 13 

Family Arena, St Charles 

Meeting Notes—21 May 2013 

   The meeting started with the announcement of the bloody 
overthrow of the previous regime.  JUST KIDDING!  Tony de-
cided he needed time for his own life so he decided to resign 
as president.  Creig Houghtaling stepped up from vice presi-
dent to president for the remaining 10 months of Tony’s 2-year 
term.  Jesse Lowe was unanimously elected to vice president.  

   Next order of business was to decide where the SLTOA 
meetings would be over the summer months.  The June meet-
ing is typically our picnic meeting.  It was suggested that we 
make it on the weekend so more people can attend. Attendees 
settled on Sunday June 23, Pere Marquette Park in Illinois, and 
potluck (anything attendees would like to bring to share) (Note: 
The staff subsequently had to change the picnic location; see 
“Behind the Steering Wheel” and pg. 12 for details).   

   The July meeting will take place on Tuesday the 16th at John 
Lamberg’s in Chesterfield (ie, the annual “SLTOA Sweat 
Fest”).   The August meeting on Tuesday evening the 20th will 
be at Jack & Bonnie David’s in St. Charles. The September 

meeting will remain on the third Tuesday night of the 17th, as 
the All British Car & Cycle Show is the following weekend, on 
the 21st.  Location TBD at a future date.  

   First time attendee Kevin introduced himself.  He owns a TR6 
that he has brought back to life but his big story is he found the 
original TR6 he owned many years ago.  He has dreams of a 
top-notch restoration.  Everyone in attendance agreed - Kevin 
is certifiably crazy enough to be an SLTOA member. You’re a 
first-round draft choice Kevin, hope you decide to join! 

   One last piece of business was to pick up the un-concluded 
business from the last meeting.  A vote was taken on the size 
of the plaque to place on the traveling Easter Car Show trophy; 
a standard size will be used.  In another location of this news-
letter the editor will list the potential phrases we could use, ie, 
those discussed at the April meeting.  From this group of 
phrases members will vote at our June meeting for the one 
they would like to see engraved. 

The suggestions for the plaque:  

 Business as Usual    Imbalance Corrected   Balance Restored 

 Equilibrium Restored   We Triumph’d Them Again   Coventry 4, Abingdon 1 

 The Thrill of Victory & the Agony of MG The Thrill of Trumph & the Agony of MG Coventry 34-Abingdon 31 

Dan Guenther 

Chris Kresser 

John Maneke.  Photo by John Moore 

Dave Massey.  Photo by John Moore 

Mark Morgan.  Photo by John Moore 
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   For any military aviators out there in TriumphLand,    at one point in the 
proceedings on Sunday, 19 May, it looked like a perfectly planned Alpha 
Strike: three groups coming into the, er, target area (Sandy Creek Cov-
ered Bridge State Park, the mid-point of the run) from three different di-
rections.  The problem was, two groups had departed earlier that morning 
from the vicinity of MO 21 and I-270.  Ah well, all part of the fun of a 
weekend drive with friends and the end point, Mai Fest in Jefferson 
County, proved great fun.   

   As set up by rallymeisters Ing. Karl Schmidt and Ron Theel, the route 
ran approximately 50 miles, all to go roughly 15 miles from the I-270 belt; 
that’s where the fun came in but in the end, everyone made it to Mai 
Fest.  And, the two organizers opened up the festivities to all local car clubs, resulting in 25 cars and 39 drivers/passengers repre-
senting SLTOA, Gateway Healey Association, Gateway Chapter, Volvo Club of America and the MG Club of St Louis.  Not surpris-
ingly, the cars incorporated an eclectic mix including a couple of Brand Xs, an extremely rare BMW-Healey and one Ford Thunder-
bird.  Craig Madsen, owner of the latter, pointed out the car had a Jaguar 3.9-liter DOHC V8 (“I thought I was buying an American 
car,” he commented).  That’s Craig and his car on the cover.  

   Karl – dressed appropriately – held the drivers meeting at 11 AM and off everyone went.  
As indicated above, two of the three groups managed to get to the covered bridge break 
point in reasonably good order to find a) a high school graduation party underway and b) 
seven – count’ em, seven – Pontiac Solstices/Saturn Skies.  Yup, there’s a Solstice/Sky 
club in town, a rather loose-knit bunch which exists primarily through emails and loves to 
get out for drives.   

   Group 1 made it to Maifest im Donau-Park down by House Springs 
first, followed by Group 2/3.  Everyone walked in for music by the 
Deutschmeister Brass Band, dancing by der Kinder-Tanzgruppe, Mit-
tlere Tanzgrupe and Volkstanzgruppe and food, lots of great food and 
beer (lots of great beer!).  Hosted by the German Cultural Society of St 
Louis, it was quite a party and everyone had a great time.  Our thanks 
to all who participated in the drive and in particular, vielen danke to 
Karl and Ron for setting it up.  Ausgezeichnet! 

 

Maifest Drive—19 May 2013 

 

Gemutlichkeit! 
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Weekend at the Kemp—18-19 May 2013 

The Classic Car Club of America 

Car Show 

By Kathy Kresser 

Ed Note: The Kemp Museum out in the Chesterfield Val-
ley held back-to-back concours the weekend of 18-19 May, 
starting with the Classic Car Club of America St Louis Grand 
Classic (www.spiritccca.com) on Saturday and concluding with 
the 6th Annual Kemp Concours d’Elegance on the 19th.  Con-
tributing Editor Kathy Kresser and ace photographer/ resident 
hotshoe Chris Kresser attended both; here are Kathy’s reports.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

   The classics were out in style on Saturday, May, 18, at the 
Kemp Auto Museum.  This was a smaller show, allowing one to 
really enjoy each car for its magnificence.  I wondered what 
defined a classic.   

   The Classic Car Club of America (CCCA) provided this infor-
mation regarding approved classics on their website: 

   The CCCA defines a Classic as a ‘fine’ or ‘distinctive’ 
automobile, American or foreign built, produced be-
tween 1925 and 1948.  Generally, a Classic was high-
priced when new and was built in limited quantities.  
Other factors, including engine displacement, custom 
coachwork and luxury accessories, such as power 
brakes, power clutch and ‘one-shot’ or automatic lubri-
cation systems, help determine whether a car is consid-
ered to be a classic.” 

   Gracing the 
show field 
were Rolls-
Royces in-
cluding one 
with a vinyl-
w r a p p e d 
body, Pack-
ards, Bent-
leys, Lincolns, 
C a d i l l a c s , 
Jaguars and 
others.  

   This field 
i n c l u d e d 
some show-

stopping hood ornaments such as the Arrow, Jaguar, Flying 
Lady, Deer, Greyhound and so forth. I love these ornamental 
features from days gone by.   

   I talked with Richard and Anice Etz at the show. Richard 
loved the show and shared these comments:  

   The Classic Car Club of America held its regional car 
show at the Kemp Auto Museum on May 18, 2013.  
Members of this club have cars that are termed “Grand 
Classics,” drawn from a specific list of particularly excel-
lent cars produced from 1925 to 1948.  For example, 
the only qualified Triumphs would be Glorias and Dolo-
mites from the 1930s.  

   This may have been the greatest show I’ve ever at-
tended, with 40 cars that looked like they might appear 
at Pebble Beach or Meadowbrook.  One of the entrants 

told me that the Sunday show would be the same only 
with more cars, but it wasn’t.  There were only a few 
carryovers.  Apparently he didn’t realize that the Kemp 
Concours Show was a totally different registration proc-
ess.  

   All of the cars deserve special mention, but I always 
remember certain cars.  Some cars were familiar.  The 
1928 Cunningham dual cowl phaeton was the star of 
this year’s Easter Show, in my opinion.  The owner told 
of helping Jay Leno source parts for the Cunningham in 
the Leno garage.  The green LaSalle phaeton that we 
passed last year on Highway 40 was there again.  It 
was great to see that car traveling at highway speed!   

   There was also a familiar Pierce Arrow dual cowl 
phaeton, owned by a local fellow who has several 
Pierce models. Two Cords were there, the first modern 
front wheel drive American cars. These were built by 
Auburn /Duesenberg and were noted for advanced styl-
ing.  The L-29 was a low slung coupe that was only the 
second I’d ever seen.  The 1936 was the famous “coffin
-nose” designed by Gordon Buehrig.  It was powered by 
a supercharged V8.   

   Anice was fascinated by a cream- colored Jaguar that 
had belonged to the “queen mum.”  It was rumored to 
have been given to Winston Churchill when his garage 
burned.  I showed Anice the fake grille on the Franklin, 
which was added as a styling feature to later models.  
Being air cooled, earlier Franklins had no radiator and 
thus, no grille.  As the cars were judged, we heard them 
start and run. A sleek V12 Lincoln coupe required lots of 
choke and belched black smoke on start up!  The fan-
tastic list goes on: 1947 Lincoln Continental, 1933 Pack-
ard coupe/roadster, 30s Jaguar drop head coupe.  

   Some cars were apparently unrestored: a Rolls Royce 
sedan had a ripped headliner and dead paint; period 
costumed owners presented a tatty ‘20s Rolls limo.  
Others were restored to apparent perfection:  The 1948 
Chrysler Town and Country that we saw on the Healey 
Club field trip last summer at Mann’s Restoration was 
there. Mann’s had just finished it.  We saw the power 
top retract as it arrived.  

   The most stunning car was a ‘20s Rolls Royce road-
ster.  The fenders were polished aluminum and the 
body was a torpedo or boat tail apparently covered in 
leather.  The owner just bought the car from a specialist 

1931 Pierce Arrow dual-cowl phaeton.  Photo by 

Chris Kresser.  

1928 Cunningham 



 

7 

in England.  He received it only a couple of weeks ago and had 
changed the color to maroon and stripped and polished the fend-
ers. The body was re-covered from green vinyl to maroon vinyl.  
Turns out it was a low mileage car whose mechanicals had never 
been rebuilt.  It has overdrive, so it is able to achieve 70 mph on 
the highway.  As it turns out, it was a rare short wheelbase hearse 
that was re-bodied at some time in the past.  That reminded me of 
some of the roadsters that have been created out of old fire trucks. 

   A memorable show; wish you could have been there!” Hands-down, I 
want to attend the next show with Richard.  He has an amazing 
amount of car knowledge in his head. Thank you for sharing these in-
teresting facts.                                       

                   - Proofread by Anice Etz 

Kemp Concours d’Elegance 

By Kathy Kresser 

   The Kemp Auto Museum hosts the annual Kemp Concours 
d’Elegance with proceeds benefiting the Ranken Jordan Pedi-
atric Hospital.   As the saying goes, “If you build it, they will 
come”.  So I suppose if you host a car show, the cars will come 
and they did.  

   The field was graced with Packards, Cadillacs, Porsches, 
Jaguars, Corvettes, one Triumph and one Austin Healey.  The 
Packards were displayed in various colors from the dark bur-
gundy to yellow with the trunk mounted on the back, and the 
two-tone green/gray.  The blue Porsche 356 was flanked by 
two red 356s.  The 1965 dark blue ASA Bertone Spider is one 
clean, crisp car.  There was a white 1957 Jaguar XK140, which 

1930 Rolls-Royce Kellner Roadster 

is one of my favorite Jag-
uar models.  However, I 
love the louvers on the 
1960 Jaguar XK150.  

   The centerpiece of the 
show was the 1957 Ferrari 
250 GT with an aluminum 
body, one of 14 built.  It 
was raced in the Tour de 
France and the Buenos 
Aires race.  It was fresh 
from a ground-up restora-
tion.  I talked with Ron 
Varley of the St. Louis 
Healey Club and he said, 
“In my opinion, the value 
on this car could by in the 
$4-5 million range.” 

   A few characteristics I 
noticed on the cars: the 
long, spindle-like spokes on the cars with larger wheels.  They 
look so graceful.  The 1955 Mercedes Benz 300 SL came com-
plete with custom-fitted luggage – a dark red suitcase mounted 
behind the front seats.  The difference colors make on a car.  
There were two 1950 Jaguar, Mark V Drop Head Coupes. One 
with a very distinguished look was gray.  The racier looking 
coupe sported a two-tone tan/black color.  

   On this day, the car I wanted to drive home was the blue 
Porsche 356. There is a soft spot in my heart for these cars.  

                     - Proofread by Anice Etz 

Bentley Royale V-16.  Photo by Chris Kresser 

Photo by Chris Kresser 

1934 Lagonda Rapide.  This car’s 

attended the ABCCS in the past.  

1957 Ferrari  250GT Berlinetta.  Photo by Chris Kresser 
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By Karl Schmitt 

   This past April, Barbara and I 
got to attend “the Gathering” as 
put on by the Triumph Club of the 
Carolinas, in Dobson, N.C. Some 
250 LBC’s were pre-registered for the car show which was held 
on the beautiful grounds of the Shelton Winery, just a couple of 
miles down the road from the host hotel. 

   The field of cars was simply extensive!  MGs of various types 
covered one hillside and Triumphs covered the entire front 
lawn of the winery.  Healeys, the featured car of this show, 
there were dozens along with some 15 Spitfires and GT-6s, 
and 23 TR7s and 8s.  

   Other cars were rep-
resented but the star of 
the show, in my hum-
ble opinion, was a 
1929 MG-M, in basi-
cally original, un-
restored, and drivable 
condition.  This was 
the “Midget” that 
started it all and this 
was the first original 
and complete Midget I 
have ever seen. 

   Activities were somewhat limited by the rain and cold 
weather on Thursday and  Friday.  We did get in a short run to 
the winery and taste their wines, which we liked, bought a 
mixed case of whites, and then during a short break in the rain 
we got to drive a bit.  

   Saturday was cool, but bright and sunny, just perfect for a car 
show.  Sunday morning was a bit cooler but very bright and 

sunny, so we fired up the Spitfire, bundled Barbara in a blanket 
and quilt and headed for the Blue Ridge Parkway, eventually 
traveling some 50 miles north into Virginia.  The drive, while 
quite cold in the mountains, was simply splendid and there 
were very few cars on the parkway that morning.  So I turned 
the Spitfire loose and we had a rather spirited drive back to 
Dobson. 

   Next September 9th-14th, 2014, The Triumph Club of the 
Carolinas will host the Vintage Triumph Register National Con-
vention at Shelton Vineyard in Dobson, and the featured car 
will be the TR7&8.  Best guess at the moment is that Barbara 
and I will be there. 

 

St Louis European Auto Show—2 June 2013 

   As per usual, a big field of cars at the 25th Annual St Louis European Auto Show and, once again, a good turnout by SLTOA 
members...plus the usual assortment of some really interesting and unique vehicles, including that 1971/1979 Jaguar XJ6 limo in 
primer black.  

     Participating from SLTOA: Chris and Kathy Kresser, 1959 TR3A; Dave and Jeanne Layton, 1966 TR4A; Andy Ackerman, 1976 
TR6; Dee & Kevin Blume, 1976 TR6; and Bob Carmody, 1978 TR8.   More details next month with Kathy’s article.   

The  

Gathering 
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Keels & Wheels Concours d’Elegance 

By Kathy Kresser; photos by Chris Kresser 

   Keels and Wheels Concours is 
an incredible classic car and vin-
tage wooden boat show held in 
Seabrook, Texas.  This year, the 
show was managed by Concours 
Chairman Bob Fuller who said, “It 
is the best of both worlds.  We 
present to you the finest examples 
in the world of classic automobiles 
and vintage wooden boats for your 
appreciation and enjoyment”. We 
were treated to a weekend of fun 
with Texas-size hospitality.  

   Master of Ceremonies Keith 
Martin, who is considered to be an authoritative voice of the 
collector car hobby, did a masterful job in presenting the glitter-
ing car show trophies.  Martin said, “It’s fair to say that the 
Keels and Wheels event continues to be very special for me.  
It’s the only place I get to kick tires and keels in the same 
weekend.”  

   Paul Merryman, Concours Co-Chairman, commented “Our 
honored marques this year are ‘Blonde-Decked’ boats and the 
Yellow Jacket.”  I learned that in the 40s and 50s the wooden 
boat manufacturers including Century and Chris Craft pro-
duced the runabouts with bleached mahogany wood on the 
decks.  The Yellow Jack is a small utility type boat with an out-
board engine.  They were manufactured in Texas using the 
innovative molded plywood hull.  We know how much effort is 
required to prepare our classic cars for a show -- can you 
imagine preparing a boat and taking it to a show via water or 
trailer?  Let me tell you, the boats on display were exquisite 
with fantastic woodwork and finely crafted details.  

   It is time for some details about the cars on the show field. 
The featured marque was the Stutz, a gorgeous example of the 
classic cars built in the ‘20s, ‘30s, and ‘40s.  Only 35,000 cars 
were manufactured in the company’s 25-year history.  These 
cars have been measured against the Duesenbergs of the 
same period.   When company’s founder Harry C. Stutz pre-
sented his new car for the first Indianapolis 500 race, it proved 
its merit with outstanding performance and gained the slogan, 
“The Car That Made Good in a Day.”   

   Stutz has an interesting history, from the famous Bearcat 
appearing in 1912 with a line of successes thereafter.  My first 
thought when viewing these cars was, “Is there such a thing as 
too much chrome?”  I love the gladiator radiator cap.  My favor-
ite model is the chopped roof which is the quintessential gang-
ster car.  I could go on and on about these cars, but the pic-
tures say it all.  

   The show field included cars from the antiques such as the 
1926 Model T and 1902 Oldsmobile and the American pre-war 
cars such as the Auburn and LaSalle Roadster.  The American 
muscle cars included the Ford Thunderbirds.  There were also 
British cars:  Jaguars; Triumphs; several MGs from the 1938 
MG TA Tickford Drophead Coupe, the TF, a 1953 Arnolt-MG 
Bertone Coupe and an MGA to the MGBs; Allards; Rolls-
Royces; Bentleys; and four new Aston Martins. There was one 
Bugatti, eight Ferraris and race cars.  Stationed at the start line 

of this boat and car fantasy world was a 1940 Bantam Woodie 
Station Wagon with a 13-foot Speed Liner boat in tow.  

   Richard and Irina Mitchell of Montgomery, Texas, graced the 
field with eleven outstanding cars and one enormous sport 
fishing boat – a 1978, 59-foot Bertram.  This boat, Liberty 
Belle, sank during a Florida hurricane and remained sub-
merged for many months.  The Mitchells bought it from the 
salvage yard and restored it to its original luster.  Two 12V-92 
Detroit diesel engines at 1100 HP each are needed to power it. 
The gasoline storage is 2,000 gallons.  I talked with Richard 
and Irina and found them to be fun-loving, down-to-earth peo-
ple.  Their 1931 Stutz “M” Victoria took American Best of Show.   

   As the cars paraded through the “trophy center,” it was fun to 
see the grass waver from the exhaust of the muscle cars as 
the engines pulsed and to hear the sound of the Stingray big 
block being fired up.  The ThunderTaker Hearse literally lum-
bered by us.  The 1930 Stutz turning radius is not small; it was 
like turning a tank.  The race cars are very low; thus, the Ma-
serati Bird Cage did not parade in front to collect his Best of 
Show for European cars. Many magnificent machines 
streamed by us as they collected their trophies. View the cars 
on-line at www.keels-wheels.com 

   We had the true pleasure of meeting Miss Margaret Dunning 
of Plymouth, Michigan.  She is a charming, interesting, and 
engaging 102-year “Belle of the Concours.”  Miss Dunning pre-
sented her 1931 Ford Model A Pickup. S he is well-known for 
her 1930 Packard 740 and is invited to many shows becoming 
a “doyenne of the show-car circuit” according to New York 
Times Wheels writer, Mary M. Chapman.  

   Back to the boats: another favorite was “Serenity,” built in 
1941.  She is 57 feet long with a stunning mahogany and oak 
deck with a cherry wood galley.  Serenity is powered by two 6-
71 original Detroit diesel engines.  The smaller wood boats 
were equally beautiful with gleaming woodwork everywhere.     

   Thousands of visitors poured onto the show field for their 
viewing pleasure and perhaps to reminisce about earlier times 
when they owned some of the cars.  The Boys and Girls Har-
bor is the beneficiary of this fine show.  Abandoned children 
find refuge at the Harbor where they are educated and given a 
safe place to live.  

   Chris and I enjoyed our time in Seabrook from watching the 
cars as they were unloaded and driven onto the field, meeting 
new people, and sharing the show field with these outstanding 
cars – 
t a k i n g 
home a 
best in 
c l a s s 
t r o p h y 
was fun 
also. 

 

 

1912 Stutz 

B e a r c a t 

Roadster 

      - Proofread by Anice Etz 
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SLTOA’s on Facebook! 

Www.facebook.com/home.php?

sk=group_134416839926824&ap=1 

SLTOA members, so we could elect a new Vice President, so 
the May meeting was held at Nicoletti’s in Twin Oaks.  For our 
June picnic meeting I suggested we have it on the Illinois side.  
Pere Marquette Park was the club’s first choice. When we tried 
to reserve the picnic pavilion we were informed that it was un-
der water and they could not be certain if it would be open by 
June 23rd.   So we are back in Missouri at the Ballwin City Park.  

Wheel (Continued from page 1) 

and John!  

82 TR7 – (Yes, it’s 

listed as an ’82) Did run 
great, been sitting for a 
few years, still in good 
shape, NO RUST.  
$2777, Springfield, IL, 
cal l  (217)414-8249 
(Craigslist)  (1306) 

 

TR4 Seats—”I had these seats 

built several years ago for my TR4.  
The frames are good but the pad and 
vinyl will have to be redone.”  Only 
$30, Springfield, MO (Craigslist No. 
3795285077...if you must).  

Best of Craigslist 

Dues are due 

    

SLTOA has been trying to get everyone to renew his or her membership since March.   Most people have renewed, but there are 
a few 2012 members who have not renewed for 2013.  The following list of names have not renewed as far as membership roster 
coordinator Creig Houghtaling's records show.  

    It is entirely possible some of the members listed below have paid their dues for 2013 already.  If you are one who has sent in 
dues, but are on the list below and have not received credit, then please let Joe Guenther (jguenthe@yahoo.com, 314-629-6346) 
or Creig Houghtaling (creig55@live.com, 314-401-7817) know:  

 

Keith Bester Barbara & Bob Brasses Joel & Tia Brecount Richard & Anice Etz Jack Fansher  

Frank & Sheree Harden    Richard Hutte  Mark & Debbie Janosik Paul C Kemper Karl & Marge Kenkel  

Craig & Connie Leinicke Julie Madsen John & Carol Mangles John & Ginny Mead Terry Merrell  

Joe & Charlotte Mueller David Mulkey John Ritter Andrew Stark Ann & Tom Stark   

Steven & Sandy Street Will Summers Mark VanDeusen  Bill Steve & Jane Wernsman   

John & Lyn Willerton  

      If you do need to renew, dues are $15 for email notification of the newsletter, or $25 for a hard copy in the mail.  Send a check 
to Joe Guenther made out to SLTOA, 1406 South Mason Road St. Louis, MO 63131.  Or, you can renew online with Paypal at 
www.sltoa.org. 

   These two attempts have not gotten us across the river.  
But, I’m not giving up!  Perhaps some of our Illinois mem-
bers will plan an activity or meeting.  Bring your ideas to one 
of our club meetings or contact any active club member to 
promote your idea.  My goal is to encourage more Illinois 
Triumph owners participation in our club and events. 

           - Creig Houghtaling 
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SLTOA Classifieds 

64 TR4—Recently re-

placed all rubber, wind-
shield, brakes, interior, 
top and chrome, car pro-
fessional ly painted.  
Might trade for muscle 
car, GTO, Corvette or 
other interesting items.  

Frontenac, $18,000, call (314)348-5774 (Craigslist) (1306)  

71 GT6 Mk3—71K original miles, two-owner car, drove it from 

Hillsboro, IL, about 175 miles and it ran great. Have owner’s 
manual, repair guide and clear title. In DeSoto, priced dropped 
to $3500, call Tom (636)337-5216 (Craigslist) (1304).  

71 GT6 Mk3—Solid, no-rust Texas car, engine redone, now 

2.5L with tri-carb setup.  Older amateur paint job. East Alton, 
$7500 cash or trade, can be seen at Pinto’s Kustoms & Colli-
sion, 57 E Airline Dr, E Alton or text (618)792-6224 (Craigslist) 
(1303)  

72 TR6—Rebuilt en-

gine, overdrive works, 
drives excellently.  Bent 
rear bumper and aft 
panel, everything works 
except for heater.  
Newer interior, one 
owner since 2003, has 

hail damage to body and top.  Call Richard (314)922-3047 
(Craigslist) (1306) 

73 GT6 Mk3—

Odometer reads 7204 
(most likely 107,204), 
about 100 miles on 
fresh rebuild.  Five 
brand new tires, rebuilt 
carbs, engine rebuilt, full 

list of items available, some extra parts.  $5500, New Berlin (W 
o f  S p r i n g f i e l d ) ,  I L ,  e m a i l  d 6 6 w w -
3782118639@sale.craigslist.org (Craigslist) (1306)  

74 TR6—Less than 5K miles since high standard restoration.  

Has overdrive, factory hardtop, many upgrades.  Selling to 
settle estate, photos upon request, $19,500.  In Cou Falls, IA 
(N of Iowa City); call (319)857-4815 (Hemmings)(1306) 

74 TR6—In Oklahoma City, second owner, 64K miles, Mi-

mosa Yellow respray in 1984, new clutch, an original 6 with 
maybe a little rust. Call Bruce Bachman (405)691-3688 be-
bach@cox.net (Triumph Trails) (1305)  

76 TR6—With luggage rack and wire wheels; always garaged, 

new paint, tires, top, looks and runs great.  $13,500, in Plain-
field, IL (815)210-0782 (AutoTrader) (1306) 

76 TR6—New steering wheel, gas tank, fenders, tires, cylin-

der head from The Roadster Factory (hardened valve seats for 
unleaded fuel), decent older top. Upholstery original but ser-
viceable, has boot cover for soft top, needs passenger side 
door panel. $4500, in Lawrence, KS, call Gordon Fitch (785)
979-9002 or gfitch@ku.edu (Brit’s Bits) (1305)  

76 Spitfire 1500—25K miles, always garage kept, tan in-

terior with tan top, white hardtop, “this car has been fully re-
stored and is in showroom condition.” $9000, Union, MO, call 
(314)808-2490 (Craigslist) (1305)  

78 Spitfire 1500—65K miles, 

top in great condition, also have 
hardtop.  AM/FM/CD, motor does-
n’t use any oil.  $3500, in Mascou-
tah, call Dallas (618)566-8139 
(Craigslist) (1306) 

79 Spitfire 1500—17K original 

miles, all original interior with 
original tonneau cover and boot, 

vehicle is part of an estate with many antique vehicles that 
must be sold, $9200, in Decatur, IL (Hemmings No. 1532219) 
(1304)  

80 TR7 Spider—One of 

200 made with fuel injection 
and factory air, 5sp, has 
original shag carpet.  I have 
no time to do a proper res-
toration, car is drivable now, 
will let go for the first $5000 
offered.  Call Dan South, 
Elkhart, IN (574)304-9117 

for photos, email desouth44@yahoo.com (VTR Classifieds) 
(1206) 

80 TR7—Five-speed, runs pretty well, recent tune-up and new 

mechanical fuel pump, clutch master and slave cylinders.  Now 
has Weber carbs but saved the original carbs and air pump.  
$2900, Laurie, MO (SW of Jefferson City) (573)692-1969 
(Craigslist) (1306) 

Wanted—GT6 gearbox; one that requires rebuilding is okay. 

Call John (314)821-4154.  

For Sale—Four nice wheels 

to spruce up your Spitfire, off 
a late-model Spit and should 
fit any other LBC with the 
same bolt pattern. VG condi-
tion, one has a little curb rash 
but that can be corrected. 
They come with 155/80R13 
rubbe r  and  ha rdware 

(centering rings, lug nuts). I believe they’re the Eagle Racing 
five-spoke alloys with locking lug covers. Asking $400, contact 

me at jguenthe@yahoo.com (1304).  

For Sale—15” tires: pair 

of 205/55 ZR15 and a 
pair of 225/50 ZR15, 
staggered set, full tread, 
$240. Set of Dunlop SP 
Sport 8000 ZR-rated tires. 
These were mounted up, 
went to a show and back 
and dismounted. Less 

than 150 miles on them; tread widths are 7” and 8”, diameter 

24”. Call Craig at (636)734-3937 (1304) 
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And Finally…. 

SLTOA Monthly  

Meeting 

Sunday, 23 June 

Annual SLTOA Summer 

Picnic/Drive 

 

Ballwin City Park 
1 Ballwin Commons Dr 63021 

 

Arrive around noon for lunch, then a 
meeting followed by some summer 

driving fun! 

(see pg 3) 

  Introducing a new 

sport at this year’s 

SLTOA picnic/drive: 

Auto Polo!   
 

Bring your helmets (and 
aspirin… splints…  

tourniquets… 
paid-up life 
insurance)   


