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Exhaust Notes 
Newsletter of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 Www.SLTOA.org    Vol 15, Issue 1  January 2013 

See page 4 

   A very Happy New Year 
to one and all!  Hopefully 
everyone had a safe and 
fun-filled holiday season; 
I’d guess our Christmas 
party early in the month 
should’ve put everyone in 
the mood for further cele-
brations,  Again, our thanks 
Joe and Sharon Guenther  
for making all of the ar-
rangements, this was a 
great one.  

  And now, boldly into the 
new year.  I hope to see 
everyone at the next meet-
ing as we have much to 
discuss for SLTOA in 2013.  

      s/Jack T. Bear, for Tony 

Gear Shift 

By Tony 
Panchot 

In Memoriam 

Lawton “Lanky”  
Foushee, Jr. 

1937-2012 

 

Crew Chief/

Mechanic Group 44 
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Calendar 

 

19 Jan 2013—MG Club of St Louis Holi-
day Party, at Sqwires, 1415 S 18th St, St 

Louis (314)865-3522.  Cocktails at 5:30 PM 
with dinner at 6 PM, includes the ever popular 
rob your neighbor gift exchange.  Subsidized 
cost is $10 per person, make checks payable to MG Club of St 
Louis and send to Janel Demick, 1028 Lexington Dr, Columbia, 
IL 62236 by 5 January.  

24-27 Jan 2013—2013 St Louis Auto Show, America’s 

Center  and Edward  Jones Dome, in fo at 
www.saintlouisautoshow.com.  

13 Feb 2013—Gateway Healey Association Valen-
tine’s Day Dinner, at Rich & Charlie’s Italian Restaurant.  

Still in planning, monitor http://clubs.hemmings.com/
gatewayhealey/?club=gatewayhealey.  

24 Feb 2013—17
th

 Annual British 
Car Swap Meet & Autojumble, 

hosted by the Chicagoland MG Club, 
DuPage County Fairgrounds,  Informa-
t i o n  a n d  d i r e c t i o n s  a t 
www.britishcarswap.info. 

Feb 2013—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis 
Winter Driving Tour, hosted by Phil Taxman and Jim 

Hendrix.  Still in planning, monitor www.jcna.com/clubs/
main.php?club=sc20&Vref=sc20.  

17 Mar 2013—6
th

 Annual Terry Fanning Rally, hosted 

by the MG Club of St Louis.  Event planning underway, check 
back at www.stlouismgclub.com/.  

23 Mar 2013—23
rd

 British Motoring 
Club of New Orleans British Car Day, 
“Way Down Yonder,” Delgado Community 
College-City Park Campus.  Host hotel Days 
Hotel of Metairie, more details to follow, moni-
tor www.bmcno.org.  

30 Mar 2013—Pre-Forest Park Concours Wash-Up/
Clean-Up, hosted by Gateway Healey Association, at Keith 

Bester’s house.  

31 Mar 2013—52
nd 

Annual Forest Park Concours 
d’Elegance, hosted by the Horseless Carriage Club of Mis-

souri; the event includes the 5
th

 Annual Triumph-MG 
Challenge with the Morris Garage types going for a second 

consecutive victory.  Details to follow, HCCMo web page at 
www.hccmo.com/id14.html.  

6-7 Apr 2013—Missouri Endurance Rally & Mini En-
durance Trial hosted by the MG Club of St Louis.  Open to 

all British vehicles built before 1982, start point is Hooters of 
Maryland Heights.  Watch for additional details at 
www.stlmgclub.com. 

13 Apr 2013—EuroFest Classic 
European Auto & Cycle Show, 

Towne Center at Cedar Lodge in Baton 
Rouge, LA.  Details at www.euro-
fest.net.baton_rouge/index.php.  

26-28 Apr 2013—The Mitty, Road 

Atlanta, Braselton, GA, sponsored by 
Classic Motorsports and Sportscar Racing, Ltd (HSR).  This 
year’s featured marque is MG, information at 
www.hsrrace.com/2013_Mitty.html.  

25 May-2 Jun 2013—British Car Week 

29 May-12 Jun 2013—2
nd 

Annual British Car Week 

National Meet, Little Rock/Hot Springs, AR, see pg. 3.  

 

Full listing at www.sltoa.org/events/2012/

events12.htm 

15 Jan 2013—SLTOA monthly meeting, 
Mike Duffy’s, 124 W. Jefferson Ave, Kirkwood 

(314)821-2025, show after 5:30 or thereabouts, 
standard riot and revelry to follow... 

Feb 2013—SLTOA Polar Bear Run.  Brought to you by 

rallymasters Houghtaling, Ackerman, Morgan, Merrill, Lynch, 
Pierce, Fenner & Smith.  Route planned, expect date an-
nouncement at the January meeting.  

19 Feb 2013—SLTOA monthly meeting.  

19 Mar 2013—SLTOA monthly meeting.  

24-28 Apr 2013—2013 VTR South Central Regional, 
Waco, TX, hosted by the Red River Triumph Club of DFW.  
Details to follow, monitor www.redrivertriumphclub.org/
index.html.  

12-15 Jun 2013—TRA 2013, “Triumphs 
Between the Lakes,” at Kenlake Resort & 

Lodge, Aurora, KY.  Lodge space is limited so 
book early, (800)324-0143, rates range be-
tween $79.95 for a lodge room to $179 for a 
three-bedroom cottage.  More shall be re-

vealed, monitor www.triumphregister.com/.  

6-8 Sept 2013—Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival 
XXXVII, Road America, Elkhart Lake.  Sponsored by the Vin-

tage Sports Car Drivers Association (VSCDA); this year’s 
event includes the annual Kastner Cup race/award for Tri-
umphs, with R.W. “Kas” Kastner serving as the Grand Mar-
shal , weekend should include some track time for Triumph 

clubs (road trip!).  Details to follow, monitor www.vscda.org 

and www.roadamerica.com in the meantime.  

19-22 Sept 2013—Six Pack TRials 2013, Traverse City, 

MI.  Details at www.6-pack.org/j15/.  

2-6 Oct 2013—Triumphest/VTR 2013, San Rafael, CA, 

hosted by the Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club of the 
Greater San Francisco Bay Area.   Concours, numerous driv-
ing tours, rally plus events at Speedway Sonoma (former In-
fineon Raceway/Sears Point).  See www.triumphtravelers.org 
for information as the date draws closer.  

21 Sept 2013—32
nd 

Annual St Louis All British Car & 

Cycle Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park.  

May 2014—30
th

 Anniversary, St Louis Triumph Own-

ers Association.  
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St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 Member, St Louis Sports Car Council 

Www.stlscc.org 

The Bear Awaits: SLTOA Polar Bear Run 2013 
Our intrepid staff of highly skilled and qualified rallymasters has planned the route (below right) 

Date/details at the 15 January SLTOA meeting and in the February issue of Exhaust Notes 

Better get ready!  

Hundreds of unique and classic British automobiles are 

scheduled to again descend on Hot Springs Village, May 29th

-June 2nd, as part of the second annual British Car Week 

National Meet.  

The main event s the Crown Jewel Car & Bike Show, June 

1st at the Ponce de Leon Center in Hot Springs Village.  Ad-

ditional events include group drives to Petit Jean Mountain, 

Lake Degray State Park and Hot Springs National Park; a 

poker run; TSD rally; autocross; motorcycle rodeo; digital 

scavenger hunt; valve cover racing; parties at the Diamante 

Country Club and Desoto Family Pool Center; and a wine 

and cheese cruise of Lake Balboa.  

   More to come!   

Www.britishcarweenationalmeet.org 

BCWNM 2013 

Photo: Minnesota Triumphs 

South Central 

Meet 

 
Waco, Texas 

24-28 April 2013 

 

Hosted by the 

Red River  

Triumph Club 
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Triumph Holiday Cheer 

By Kathy Kresser 

   Holiday cheer was in the air on Friday, December 7, for the annual Tri-
umph Club Holiday Party.  Friends from the MG and Healey clubs joined 
in the fun.  The cozy and inviting room at the Missouri Athletic Club pro-
vided a nice venue.  A buffet line of beef, chicken, potatoes, pasta, green 
beans and salad was scrumptiously delicious.  Mix in a few adult bever-
ages and conversation with friends and you have a grand party.  Some of 
the comments I heard around the room:  A+, homerun, fantastic, beautiful 
room, outstanding food, and a terrific evening.   

   This celebration included the “Rob Your Neighbor” gift 
exchange.  As expected, the most popular and coveted 
gifts were wine, Kahlua, and whiskey.  There were some 
less than desirable gifts, i.e. Rambler shocks.  The ex-
change is filled with surprises every year, especially 
when someone steals a gift from a person who was more 
than happy to make another selection.  A variation on the 
theme of gift exchanging could be a contest to bring the 

most wanted gift or the best-wrapped gift. 

   A huge round of applause and a warm thank you go to Joe and Sharon 
Guenther for selecting and arranging this fine event.   

Proofread by Anice Etz 
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Missouri Athletic Club/West Clubhouse     7 Dec 2012 

Quite an evening of revelry… 

 ...which saw 68 in attendance; as Kathy stated in her article, the night featured outstanding accommodations at the West Club-
house, great friends and great food.   

   President Tony Panchot helped initiate the evening by thanking all in attendance and in particular our genial “hosts,” Joe and 
Sharon Guenther, who handled the reservations and the set up the arrangements at the MAC.  Karl Schmitt collected and organ-
ized the presents and once again, Craig Madsen served as Santa Claus when it came time for the annual gift exchange (said 
Craig, “Be aggressive, just like at our meetings”).   

   In and around some horse trading, the, er, confiscation of presents proved fast and furious throughout the evening.  It was a 
close contest but John Lamberg and Donna Mertz probably set the record for losing presents to others while this year Joe G re-
ceived the highly prestigious (and perennial) 1960 Rambler shock absorbers.   Yes, liquid refreshments predominated but other 
presents included a pair of driving lamps; an emergency road tool kit (no inferences about LBC ownership there); a screwdriver/
multi-tool that at first glance resembled a Mk 2 hand grenade (cry from the floor: “Pull the pin!  Pull the pin!”); a caulking gun com-
plete with tube of caulk (!?); and much more.  

   And, as always, running commentary from the floor:  

 “None is so lost as one who cannot find the desert table” 

 “How to start a stampede?  Yell, “CHEESECAKE!’” 

 “How to start a riot?  Yell, ‘They just ran out of cheesecake!’” (yes, the Curse of Bevo Mill struck again) 

 “I can fix his car...I’ve got gasoline and a match” 

 “The last time I went through the TSA search they stole my hole punch!”  

 “Holy cow, someone actually stole the singing elves!”  

 “Gee, maybe the small present is actually diamond earrings” (it wasn’t…) 
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MG Club to Maeystown 

   The MG club had another run on Sunday (2 December), to 
Maeystown, IL.  John and Donna Lamberg drove their Spitfire 
and Maria and I drove our TR-6, along with John and Carol Man-
gles MGA, Chuck and Janel Demick in their MGB and I can't re-
member the couple’s name in the Saturn Sky.  

   In Maeystown there was supposed to be a German Christmas 
festival, turned out to be a rather small turnout.  We motored on 
to Waterloo and had lunched at Gallaghers with a family style 
meal in a very nice separate room for just the ten of us.   

   We had a great time running around Illinois, on an absolutely 
beautiful day. T hose that didn't go missed a great day driving in 
the country.  Only drawback was the electronic distributor on 

Chuck's MGB gave up the ghost in old Valmeyer.  Fortunately, we had a doctor along on the drive and Chuck had a spare distribu-
tor, which the doctor performed surgery on. The patient recovered and we drove on to Maeystown.  Great drive.  

                   - Steve Moore 

Two Wholly Unrelated Subjects... 

Presented for your consideration: the club made a run to a 
restored Texaco station in De Soto in the fall.  How ‘bout a 
follow-up drive to this restored Shell in Mount Olive, IL, on US 
66?  

Bright screamin’ yellow Spitfire, probably a ‘77 or ‘78, seen peri-
odically in front of the Midas on Manchester west of I-270.   The 
manager said it “...belonged to a customer.”  Any SLTOA mem-
ber want to claim it?   
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SLTOA’s on Facebook! 

Www.facebook.com/home.php?

sk=group_134416839926824&ap=1 

TR Tech 

Dings & Dents?    

Somehow this last year I got a nice ding on my freshly painted 
TR8.  It was right behind the driver door about half way up.  I 
don’t know how it got there; I just noticed it one day as I was 
going out to get in the car.  

   Since this is the only Triumph I have that is pretty nice, that 
one ding needed to be repaired.  Normal body and paint repair 
is pretty expensive, so I decided to see if a paintless dent re-
pair shop could do the trick.  As luck would have it a new shop 
just opened up near the hobby shop garage.  I talked to the 
proprietor Chris Pickens and he thought he could fix it.   

   But, the trick was to find or make access to the inside of the 
panel with the ding.  First he considered drilling a hole in the 
door strike panel, then he thought about removing the door 
striker.  But the problem with that was the possibility of having 
the striker retention plate fall down inside the body cavity.  

   Then he considered a hole in the wheel arch and accessing it 
that way.  The advantage of that was no outside body panel 
would be damaged.  So with a good method available, he 
agreed to do the work the Friday after Thanksgiving.  

   That Friday I went and looked at Dave’s car in the garage 
that had the carpet removed.  Whoop de doo, there is an open 
cavity under the carpet behind the door. So I took the car to 

Chris and pulled 
the carpet back 
and asked him if 
that gave him the 
a c c e s s  h e 
needed.  He said 
it would be might 
be difficult with 
the back bulk-
head in the way, 
but he would give 
it a try.  

   The first thing 
he did was set a 

florescent light on the floor so he could have a reflection on the 
paint to see the dent and to be able to see when he worked it 
flat.  He tried several different tools; bout the fifth one he tried 
allowed him to reach the inside of the dent and have leverage 
to push on the metal.   

   Then he started working it and like magic the dent began to 
disappear.  A few times he had to tap the outside surface with 

a small soft point. T hen after several pushes and taps he said 
“take a look”.  The dent was gone!  

   Needless to say, I was smiling very wide!!! So if you have 
some minor dents or hail damage, check with Chris.  He might 
be able to work his magic for you! 

              - Creig Houghtaling 

Component Repair Tip 

   Gateway Healey recently put out the word on a good source 

for component restoration, titled appropriately enough All Brit-

ish Car Part Restoration:  www.british-car-part-restoration.com/

index.html.    The company’s located in Medfield, MA.  

   Don Hiscock had owner Lawrie Rhoads rebuild the wiper 

motors for his TR3.  Here are the before and after photos:  

      - Dave Massey 

   We ended one year and started a 
new one with plenty of articles cover-
ing Triumphs.  The December issue of 
Thoroughbred & Classic Cars has 
“Triumph Spitfire Buying Made Easy” 
along with a road test of a for-sale 
1955 TR2 (only £39,995!).   

   Over at Classic Motorsports, the 
January 2013 edition incorporates an 
article on the magazine’s vintage rac-
ing 1957 TR3 (“Scoring A Big Win at 
Lime Rock”) along with a buyer’s/
inspection guide for the TR3 (best 

lines: “will teach you to be unconcerned about oil spots in your 
driveway;” “Long trips will test both your resolve and your san-
ity; and “Could establish a lifelong love affair-or leave you emo-
tionally scarred”).  The issue has ads for a company which has 
put the old TR4/250/6 center console back in production (page 
108) along with another company that offers a five-speed con-
version for TRs using a Toyota or Lexus transmission (pg 110). 

TRs in Print 
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Backwards Glance: Spitfires From Castle Bromwich 

   In the words of 
those English sages, 
Monty Python, “…and 
now for something 
completely different.”   

   O c t o b e r  2 0 1 2 
marked the 50th anni-
versary of the intro-
duction of the London 
Motor Show debut of 
the Triumph Spitfire, 
Standard-Triumph’s 
challenge to the Aus-
tin Healey Sprite and 
MG Midget.  Accord-
ing to the Vintage 
Triumph Register, the 
Spit – styled by Gio-
vanni Michelotti – 
scored “an instant hit.”   

   Work on the prototype, nicknamed “The Bomb,” had actually 
started in September 1960, using a Herald chassis with 948cc 
engine.  However, continued development halted in late 1960 
following Leyland’s acquisition of Standard-Triumph.  It re-
sumed in mid-1961 after a Leyland executive checked under a 
tarp in a back shop and found the car; the corporate order for 
production came on 13 July 1961.  As for the “Spitfire” moniker, 
Triumph historian Graham Robson wrote, 

  The “'Spitfire” name came along while prototypes were 
in development, but there does not seem to have been 
any connection with the famous fighter aircraft, though 
publicity shots were eventually taken with car posed in 
front of the plane.  It is not recorded if the makers of the 
plane ever objected to its name being “'stolen”' for use 
on a car." 

   Another source stated Standard-Triumph sought and re-
ceived permission from the British Aircraft Corporation for the 
use of the name.  BAC, which owned the rights to “Spitfire,” 
reportedly gave authorization to Standard in recognition of the 
latter company’s stalwart production of aircraft components 
during World War II.   

   Conversion of 
commercial in-
dustrial capacity 
to military equip-
ment and arma-
ments production 
during wartime 
remains common.  
During World War 
I, Standard Motor 
Car company 
actually produced over 1000 aircraft for the Royal Air Force at 
it’s Canley factory, including licence-built Royal Air Craft Fac-
tory B.E.12s, RE.8s, Sopwith Pups and Bristol F.2Bs.  Stan-
dard also manufactured artillery shells and trench mortars, 
prior to resuming civilian vehicle production with the 9.5 Model 
S in 1919.  During the 1950s, Canley produced the 6500 lbst 
Rolls-Royce Avon jet engine, which powered Royal Air Force 
Canberras, Hunters and Swifts, among other aircraft.   

   As an aside, Coven-
try’s Triumph Cycle 
Company produced a 
large number of 550cc 
Model H motorcycles for 
the British Army during 
World War I.  Unfortu-
nately, the renamed 
Triumph Motor Com-
pany went into admini-
stration (ie, bankruptcy) in July 1939, barely a month in ad-
vance of the 3 September declaration of war between Ger-
many and the United Kingdom.  On 15 November 1940, the 
Luftwaffe devastated Coventry over the course of a 10-hour air 
raid; specifically targeting the city’s factories, the attack de-

stroyed Tri-
umph’s Pri-
ory Street 
Works.  Post-
war, owner-
ship of the 
carcass of 
T r i u m p h 
passed to 
S t a n d a r d 
Motor Com-
pany, which 
r e s u m e d 
Triumph pro-
duction at its 
Canley works 
on the south-
west side of 
Coventry.   

   W h i c h 
brings us 
back to the 

topic of production of the original, legendary, Supermarine Spit-
fire.  In 1913, Boer War veteran aviator and aircraft designer 
Noel Pemberton-Billing established (surprise!) Pemberton-
Billing, Ltd in Southampton for production of his “Supermarine” 
flying boat designs.  In 1916, he joined the Royal Naval Air 
Service for aviation duties in “the War to End All Wars.”  After 
his discharge, Pemberton-Bolling successfully stood for elec-
tion to the House of Commons and sold the company, which 
passed to his shop manager as Supermarine Aviation Works, 
Ltd.   

   During the 1920s, company chief engineer Reginald Mitchell 
led a team which developed several Supermarine racing sea-
planes; their success culminated in three straight Schneider 
Cup trophies, besting teams from several other nations.  Sup-
ported by the Royal Air Force, two of Mitchell’s Napier Lion-
powered S5s placed first and second in the 1927 Schneider 
Cup while the larger S6, powered by a 1900 horsepower Rolls-
Royce “R” engine, took the 1929 event at over 328 mph.  The 
S6B, equipped with a more powerful, 2300 horsepower Rolls-
Royce power plant, won the 1931 race; afterwards, a second 
S6B flown by Flight Lt George Stainforth set an absolute world 
speed record of 379 mph.  Two weeks later, using an even 
stronger “R” engine which generated 2600 horsepower, Stain-
forth upped the world record to 407.5 mph.   

Royal Aircraft Factory R.E.8.  Source: 

Gary L. Smith collection 

550 Model H 

Prime Minister Churchill surveys the ruins of 

Coventry Cathedral, 1940.  Source: Imperial 

War Museum  
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   The 1931 Schneider Cup (more formally, the Coupe d'Avia-
tion Maritime Jacques Schneider), was the last of the series, a 
victim of the Great Depression and growing political concerns 
in Europe.  However, the 18 years of competitive aviation 
drove designers towards streamlined, low-wing aircraft with 
powerful engines, a concept which paid off for several compa-
nies during World War II.   

   In 1928, Vickers-Armstrong acquired Supermarine, retaining 
its management, design staff and factory in Southampton.  In 
1935, Mitchell began development of a fighter design in re-
sponse to a Ministry of Defence requirement.  The prototype 
Spitfire, K5054, flew for the first time on 5 March 1936, pow-
ered by a 900hp Rolls-Royce Merlin II/C engine.  The British 
government was impressed with the aircraft’s performance 
and immediately ordered 370 Spitfire Mk Is, the first of which 
flew on 14 May 1938.  The type entered service with 19 
Squadron at RAF Duxford in August 1938. On 16 October 
1939, a 41 Squadron Spitfire claimed its first victory, downing 
a German Heinkel He-111 bomber near Whitby.   

   Between 1938 and 1948, Vickers-Armstrong/Supermarine 
built about 20,300 Spitfires, covering 20 different models.  
Over half came out of a purpose-built aircraft factory in the 
town of Castle Bromwich, on the east side of Birmingham, 
England.   

   Constructed as the Castle Bromwich Aircraft Factory in 
1938, the plant initially operated under the management of the 
Nuffield Organisation, a holding company which controlled 
Morris Motors Ltd, Wolseley, Riley, the S.U. Carburetor Com-
pany and the MG Car Company, among other concerns.   

   Despite the start of production at the plant in February 1939, 
Castle Bromwich failed to produce a single Spitfire for over a 
year.  In May 1940, Lord Beaverbrook, British Minister of Air-
craft Production, convinced William Morris, 1st Viscount Nuf-
field, to turn over operations of the plant.  Beaverbrook then 

shifted man-
agement at the 
factory to per-
sonnel from 
V i c k e r s -
Armstrong and 
i t s  Supe r -
marine subsidi-
ary.  Within a 
month, the 
plant rolled out 
its first 10 Spit-
fire Mk IIs; by 
the end of pro-
duc t ion in 

1946, Castle Bromwich turned out a total of 921 Mk IIs, 4489 
Mk Vs, 5665 Mk IXs and 1054 Mk XVIs.  At the height of op-
erations, the big factory delivered 320 aircraft a month; after 
1943, it also produced 305 Avro Lancaster bombers and Rolls-
R o y c e 
M e r l i n 
engines.  

   A i rc ra f t 
production 
at Castle 
Bromwich 
concluded 
in Novem-
ber 1945 
with the 
delivery of 
its last 
Spitfire, a 
Mk 22.  
Pos t wa r , 
Supermarine produced the Royal Navy’s first jet fighter, the 
Attacker (in service 1951-1957), followed by the Swift for the 
RAF (1954-1961) and finally the RN’s Scimitar (1958-1969). 
However, the Supermarine name disappeared with the forma-
tion of British Aircraft Corporation through the merger of Vick-
ers-Armstrong, English Electric, Bristol and Hunting Aircraft.  
Thus, as mentioned earlier, BAC held the rights to the “Spitfire” 
name when Standard-Triumph came calling in 1962, roughly a 
year after the Irish Air Corps retired the last operational Spitfire 
fighter aircraft in the world.   

   The immense Cas-
tle Bromwich plant?  
It stayed busy, with 
Fisher & Ludlow, Ltd 
producing sheet 
metal components 
and car bodies for 
Standard-Triumph 
and Morris, including 
the body for the Mor-
ris Minor.  In 1953, 
Fisher & Ludlow be-
came part of the British Motor Corporation, the result of a 
merger between Austin and Morris.  The body manufacturer 
subsequently merged with Pressed Steel and continued opera-
tions at Castle Bromwich as Pressed Steel Fisher.   

   In July 1980, Jaguar assumed control of the factory and up-
graded it for production of the XJ and XJS models.  Ford’s ac-
quisition of Jaguar in 1990 resulted in additional upgrades to 
the factory’s production lines and equipment; the S-Type 
started coming off the floor in 1999, followed by the XK.   Cas-
tle Bromwich currently builds the XJ, XF and XK on 93 acres, 
employing approximately 2200. 

   That’s the story.   The factory which turned out over half of 
the total production of the immortal Supermarine Spitfire, one 
of the finest fighter aircraft of World War II (if not the finest; the 
debate continues) continues in operation today, affiliated with 
one of the proudest, most accomplished names in British de-
sign, motoring and competition.  And, a good number of Super-
marine Spitfires still fly in airshows, while an equally good num-
ber of Triumph Spitfires ply the roads of the world.  

   Highly appropriate for two legends.   

                (Continued on pg 10) 

The first of the many: Spitfire K5054.  Source: RAF Museum 

Spitfire production at Castle Bromwich.  

Source: City of Birmingham 

Spitfire Mk XVI SL721.  Source: Vintage Wings 

of Canada 
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Spitfires (continued from pg 9) 

(Above) The Jaguar production line at Castle Bromwich, com-

plete with a brand new XF.  Source: Jaguarmena.com.  

 

(Right) The famous Leyland-Triumph early 1970s ad directly 

linking the two Spitfires.  Squadron Leader James Harry 

“Ginger” Lacey, in Spitfire Mk Ia AR213, was the second 

highest scoring Royal Air Force pilot during the Battle of Brit-

ain.  He finished the war with 28 kills to his credit in both 

Hurricanes and Spitfires, along with five probables and nine 

damaged.  

Sources: Vintage Triumph Register; “Manufactured Victory,” Vintage Wings of Canada, www.vintage.ca; Science Museum-
London, “Manufacturing the Spitfire, www.sciencemuseum.org.uk; “Supermarine Spitfire,” militaryfactory.com; Don MacNeil, 
“Supermarine Spitfire Mk XVI,’ Vintage Wings of Canada; Ron Dick, “The Schneider Trophy,” Air & Space, June 1988; Bryan 
Swopes, “5 March 1936,” This Day In Aviation, www.thisdayinaviation.com;  “Spitfires to Jaguars at Castle Bromwich,” Piston-
Heads, www.pistonheads.com, 6 May 2010.  

One Man’s TR3 

   You may have met new SLTOA member John DeLuca at the Christmas Party.  He’s looking for a TR6 to restore but in the 
meantime, provided these photos of a previous project: a “mostly 1959” TR3.   He bought his first TR3 while in pilot training at 

Webb AFB, TX, in 1964; sold the car to a friend upon receiving orders to 
Germany; then bought two cars and made one good one out of them 
through several subsequent tours, finishing around January 1976.  The car 
served as his daily commuter at MARCORBASE Quantico and Langley 
AFB, VA, then “...St Louis and the commutes to Emerson Electric and two 
sons with driving requirements.  Sold it.”   

   Anyway, wel-
come to John and 
Mary Kay.  We 
expect once he 
finds his TR6, 
we’ll get regular 
reports on his 
progress.  In the 
meantime, we’ll 
run more of his 
project TR3 pho-
tos in next 
month’s Notes.   

Well, you gotta start somewhere.  The car, disassem-

bled, during John’s assignment at Luke AFB, AZ.  
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SLTOA Classifieds 

58 TR3—In Fenton, not running, complete car with side cur-

tains, $3000 (Craigslist No. 34675933) (1301) 

59 TR3A—Same owner 

last 32 years, restored 
and garage-stored.  New 
radials, Triumph radio, 
engine, transmission, 
comes with manuals and 
tools.  Columbus, OH, 
$29,900 OBO  (Hemmings 
Ad No. 148189) (1301) 

68 TR250—Needs restoration, frame very solid, 98% com-

plete.  Car in Broadview Heights, OH, call (440)546-9121 
(Hemmings) (1301) 

73 TR6 (NOTE: We usually doesn’t run dealer ads BUT, these 

three look intriguing)—Needs new top, $2000, McClaren Mo-
tors, 5601 Manchester (314)644-2726 (Craigslist) (1301).  See 
also 73 TR6 and 75 TR7.  

74 Spitfire—Runs but 

needs to be put back to-
gether, could part out.  
Asking $1500 OBO, call 
(636)375-8345 or (314)856
-8225, ask for John 
(Craigslist) (1301) 

75 TR7—complete, 

$1750, McClaren Motors, 
5601 Manchester (314)644
-2726 (Craigslist) (1301).  
See also 73 TR6 and 76 
Spitfire.  

76 Spitfire 1500—Has 

rare overdrive and hard-
top, $1750, McClaren Mo-
tors, 5601 Manchester (314)644-2726 (Craigslist) (1301), See 
also 73 TR6 and 75 TR7.  

76 TR6—Project car or perfect for parts; was going to fix it up 

but just don’t have the time. In Festus, $2800 (Craigslist No. 
3375103305) (1301). 

79 Spitfire 1500—Over $6,000 invested, $4,000 firm.  New 

top, alloy wheels, new tires, killer brakes, 3.63:1 rear gear, 
header, HS4 carbs + more.  Call (636)734-3937, ask for Craig 
(1208).  

79 Spitfire 1500—30K 

miles, hardtop, overdrive, 
new seats.  Garaged, origi-
nal top in good shape.  
Carb needs rebuild, idles 
rough but runs fine other-
wise.  Price reduced to 
$5000, in Arnold, call 
Barney (314)623-9122 (1212)  

79 Spitfire 1500—Nice original car, has original orange paint 

with a few scratches and dings, interior fair (seats could use 
recovering).  Car has 60K miles, everything works; new engine, 

only 20 miles since rebuild; also new clutch, fuel pump, radia-
tor, hoses, tires, brakes and convertible top.  Asking $3750 
OBO, may accept trade.  In Cuba, MO (573)885-4055 
(Craigslist) (1301) 

79 Reliant Robin—Want 

to truly stand out at this 
year’s ABCCS?  This one’ll 
do it: 42,224 miles, gets 
close to 46 MPG and corner-
ing is, er, memorable.  AND, 
thanks to the boys at “Top 
Gear,” one of these even 
served as a space shuttle…
once.  Available in Charleston, SC, serious buyers only, $6500 
(Craigslist No. 3456286442) (1301) 

80 TR7—67,400 miles, has 3.8 Buick V6 w/350 AT, 3.96 rear 

end, Edelbrock intake w/ 650 CFM Edelbrock carb, custom 
aluminum crossflow radiator. Speedometer quit working about 
four months ago, some blemishes, brakes need work.  $6600 
OBO, Little Rock, AR (501)590-8836 (Hemmings) (1208) 

Electric TR7—Year not specified; with electric motor, driver 

and speed control.  Selling for my grandpa, car in St James, 
$1000.  Call (417)766-4660 if interested (Craigslist) (1212) 

For Sale—Two TR7/TR8 convertible rolling chassis (no mo-

tor/trans) your choice, $500.  Located in Jerseyville, IL (636)
734-3937, ask for Craig. 

Admit it: You Also Want This Car... 

1976 TR8 WORKS SUPPORTED RALLY CAR 

Finished in Leyland colours.  Competed from 1976-1982 in the 
hands of David Lambton in many major events including Dur-
ham Dales, Keilder National, Otterburn, etc.  A total rebuild 
was completed in 2009 to the highest standards.  FIA/HTP 
paper to full classic rally spec with extensive history.  A sensa-
tional period rally car at about half the price of the cost to re-
store.  £54,995.  

Upton Fields Garage 
Upton Road 
Southwell, Notts 
 
Tel: 01636 812655 
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And Finally…. 

   The annual Polar Bear Run is 
next month; reportedly several 
of our friends in the other St 
Louis LBC clubs are fired up 
and ready to go….  

Source: Kotaku.com 

SLTOA Monthly  

Meeting 

Tuesday 15 January 2013 
 

Mike Duffy’s  

124 W Jefferson Ave 

Kirkwood, MO 

(314)821-2025 

 
 

Show after 5:30 PM or thereabouts, be 
advised a business meeting could very 
well break out at some point in the eve-

ning (listen for the Presidential Air 
Horn).  


