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   Here we go again folks, time to roll up our 
sleeves for the 2012 All British event, and from 
what I understand there are over a 112 pre- 
registered and still growing.   Also, a big thanks 
to Kathy and Chris Kresser for hosting last 
months meeting, great job thanks again!   

(Continued on page 8) 

TRA 2012: Best of Show 

By Kathy Kresser 

   An unusually colored 1959 TR3A, fresh from a total restoration, took Best of 
Show at the 2012 TRA National Meet in Little Switzerland, North Carolina.  Ap-
propriately named, The Grey Lady—whose dark-red interior paired with an eye-
catching Silverstone Grey exterior—is owned by Frank Angelini of Downing-
town, Pennsylvania, and restored by Brian Schlorff of Phoenixville, Pennsyl-
vania.     

   Here is an edited transcript of interviews with each of them, conducted entirely 
by e-mail.   

(Continued on page 4) 

Gear Shift  

By Tony Panchot 
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Calendar 

 

2 Sept 2012—KC All British Car & Cycle Show, spon-

sored by Victoria British Ltd, at the Zona Rosa.  Show info at 
www.kcallbritish.com.  

7-8 Sept 2012—11
th

 Annual Brits in the Ozarks Car & 
Cycle Show, benefitting the ALS Society of Northwest Arkan-

sas, sponsored by the British Iron Touring Club of NW Arkan-
sas.  10 AM to 3 PM, Agri Park, University of Arkansas, Fa-
yetteville.  More info at www.britishironwa.org/events.html.  

7-9 Sept 2012—Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival XXXVI, 
Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI.  Info at www.vscda.org.  

9 Sept 2012—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 
5, Family Arena, St Charles.  Contact Racer Steve at 

sshab@yahoo.com for info.  

9 Sept 2012—British Car Festival, Harper College, 

Palatine, IL, hosted by British Car Union.  BIG northern Illinois 
event, details at www.britishcarunion.com/.  

9 Sept 2012—16
th

 Annual Walter F. Phillips Memorial 
Old Cars Against Cancer Wheels in Motion Day, West-

port Plaza, 9 AM to 4 PM.  Proceeds to the National Children’s 
Cancer Society.  For info, call Elliott (314)878-0534 or Al (314)
650-7639.  

15 Sept 2012—Classic Cars and Coffee, Starbucks at 

Manchester & McKnight, Rock Hill Plaza/9616 Manchester, 
8:30-11:30 AM.  

16 Sept 2012—34
th

 Annual Horseless Car-
riage Club of Missouri Swap Meet and 
Car Show, Queeny Park, Weidman Rd, Man-

chester.  See www.hccmo.com, swap meet info 
(314)991-4665, car show (314)821-4014.  

22 Sept 2012—GHA Lou & Marilyn Salini Annual Bar-
becue, 11070 Graeser Ln, Creve Coeur.  Starts around 4-

4:30, bring your British car and park on the front lawn!  Please 
bring a side strip and don't’ forget lawn chairs.  RSVP to 
Marilyn at (314)991-9363 or msalini@sbcglobal.net.  

29 Sept 2012—5
th

 Annual High Ridge Elks 
Car Show, 2800 Hunning Rd, High Ridge.  Reg-

istration 10 AM to 12 noon, $15.  They’re looking 
for increased LBC participation!  For information 
call John (314)60-8597.    

30 Sept 2012—2
nd

 Annual Autos on Valhalla, benefit-

ting Ride on St Louis.  Valhalla Cemetery, 7600 St Charles 
Rock Rd; registration 10-11 AM, Awards at 2 PM.  Open to 
classic and contemporary American, Asian and European 
autos.  $25 registration prior to 20 September, contact Victoria 
at victoriahink@sbcglobal.net.  

5-6 Oct 2012—Memphis Euro Auto Fest, hosted by the 

British Sports Car Club, held on the grounds of Youth Villages.  
Featured marque is the MGB, see pg. 3.  

5-6 Oct 2012—Red River Shootout, hosted by Central 

Oklahoma VTR with the Red River Triumph Club of Dallas-Ft 
Worth, Treasure Valley Inn, Davis, OK.  Details at 
www.okctriumphs.org/.  

6 Oct 2012—Fall Festival & Transportation Show, at 

LifePointe, 1400 Babler Park Rd, Wildwood.  Registration 10 
AM, voting noon to 2 PM, $15 per entry, 15 classes.  Proceeds 
will benefit the Circle of Concern food bank.  Info: Rick Bie-
siedecki (636)456-3885. 

7 Oct 2012—4
th 

Annual Great River Road Cruise & 
Picnic.  Over 120 cars participated last year; meet at the Al-

ton Amphitheater by the casino at 10 AM, depart with police 
escort at 11 AM for the mass drive to Pere Marquette State 
Park.  Gathering in the lower section of the park, two large 
shelters, please bring a picnic lunch and non-alcoholic drinks.  
Attendance drawings and 50/50.  For info, call (618)462-8122.  

12-14 Oct 2012—Thunder on the Cimarron XI, Hallett 

Motor Racing Circuit, Pawnee, OK.  Corinthian Vintage Auto 
Racing, for more information see www.hallettracing.net/ and 
www.corinthianvintagerace.com.  

11 Sept 2012—SLTOA monthly meeting.  
Our hosts are Tony Panchot and Lindsay Faux,  

233 Valley View Drive, Chesterfield.  Last meeting 
before the ABCCS .  

14 Sept 2012—Annual ABCCS Parking Lot Party, 
hosted by British Car Repair, Red Roof Inn-Westport, 6 PM 
start.  Grilled burgers, brats and hot dogs; bring chairs, a side 
dish or desert and your favorite beverage and plan on a great 
evening with friends.  

15 Sept 2012—31
st

 Annual All British Car & Cycle 
Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park.  Total of 30 classes this year 

including separate classes for the TR7 and TR8.  Still time to 
register at:  http://allbritishcarshow.com/.  

27-30 Sept 2012—Triumphest 2012, hosted by Desert 

Centre TRA in association with four other clubs.  In Flagstaff, 
AZ, information including registration materials at 
www.triumphest.com.  

7 Oct 2012—SLTOA Targa De Soto fall color/back 
roads drive, with lunch stop and club photo stops, including 

the restored Texaco station in De Soto.  Meet at the Triumph 
Garage behind Slingers, 1059 Gratiot, 9 AM.  Driver’s meeting 
at 9:15, cars out at 9:30.  

16 Oct 2012—SLTOA monthly meeting.   

21-25 Oct 2012—VTR National Convention, Galves-

ton, TX.   The Texas Triumph Register is hosting, event hotel 
is the San Luis Resort.  Info at http://kingswayrc.com/txtr/

VTR2012 / index.sh tm l ,  event  schedu le at 
w w w . k i n g s w a y r c . c o m / t x t r / V T R 2 0 1 2 /
VTR_2012_Schedule_120814.pdf.    

4 Nov 2012—SLTOA Veteran’s Day 
Run.  Back road drive to some location for 

lunch, proceeds benefit The Wounded War-
rior Project.  Will be open to all St Louis area 
LBC/sports car clubs, details to follow.  

7 Dec 2012—Annual SLTOA Christ-
mas Party, Missouri Athletic Club/West Clubhouse.  Details 

to follow.  
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St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 Member, St Louis Sports Car Council 

Www.stlscc.org 

Triumphest 2012—27-30 September 
 

Events include funkhana, Fun-
Cours car show, tech ses-
sions, vendors, model/photo 
contest, banquet and awards 
ceremony and plenty of oppor-
tunities for scenic drives. 

 

Info: www.triumphest.com or call Registrar Kathy at (480)983-
3945 

http://kingswayrc.com/txtr/VTR2012/index.shtml 

13 Oct 2012—2
nd

 Annual JAGSL “Jaguars at the 
Kemp,” Kemp Auto Museum, 16955 Chesterfield Airport Rd.  

For details and other information, monitor www.jcna.com/
clubs/main.php?club=sc20&Vref=sc20.  

13 Oct 2012—Nashville British Car Club Show, Cen-

tennial Park, Sunbeam is the featured marque.  Info online at 
www.nashvillebritishcarclub.org or call Mike Long (615)790-
2169 myriley4@bellsouth.net.  

14 Oct 2012—St Louis Columbus Day Parade, 12 

noon.  Starts  at Vandeventer/S Kingshighway and winds up 
at the festival at Berra Park.  The organizers have requested 
participation by LBCs, contact Creig if interested. 

14 Oct 2012—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross 
No. 6, Family Arena, St Charles. Contact Racer Steve at 

sshab@yahoo.com.  

20 Oct 2012—Final Classic Cars & Coffee of the sea-

son, Starbucks at Manchester & McKnight, Rock Hill Plaza, 
8:30 AM-11:30 AM.  

8 Dec 2012—Gateway Healey Association Christ-

mas Party, Keith Bester’s Home.   

 

Full listing at  

www.sltoa.org/events/2012/events12.htm 

5-6 October 2012 

Youth Villages, 7410 Memphis-Arlington Rd 

Hosted by the British Sports Car Club, Ltd. of 
Memphis in support of Youth Villages, 7410 Mem-

phis-Arlington Rd.  This year’s featured marque is 

the MGB.  Registration form and schedule at: 

www.memphisbritishcars.org/

EuroFestFestRegistration.pdf 

Annual St Louis Scottish Games 
28-29 September, Forest Park 

Free admission to LBC drivers and 

Dave the Piper will play!  Info at  

www.stlouis-scottishgames.com 
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Frank, what is your history with TRs? 

   Frank:  My first TR was a new British Racing Green, solid 
axle, 1967 TR4A.  I drove this car while attending college and 
as basic transportation.   However, a growing family and corpo-
rate move forced me to part with the 4A in 1975.  I felt a real 
loss after selling that car and vowed to own another someday.   

   Fast forward to 1980 I found a TR250 in need of complete 
restoration.  Three years of hard work and more money than I 
had budgeted transformed the car into an award winner.    

   After another corporate move in 1986 put me back in the 
Philadelphia area, I joined the local Delaware Valley Triumphs 
group.  During one of our club’s annual events, an older man 
approached me and we struck up a conversation.  I learned 
that he owned a 1959 TR3A.  He bought the car new in Ber-
nardsville, New Jersey.  As his family grew, he drove the car 
less.  However, with his TR somewhat maintained, it served as 
college transportation, during a 15-year period, for his four 
sons.  By the time we met, he was hoping to sell the car to a 
TR enthusiast who would restore it.    

   The next couple of weeks I was consumed with the thought 
of owning an “old timey” TR.  Until now, my only experience 
had been with the updated Giovanni Michelotti-bodied TRs.  I 
read a few articles about the side screen cars, talked to some 
club members and drove to New Jersey to see the car.  Al-
though it did not look bad from ten feet away, closer examina-
tion revealed considerable rust and some accident damage.  
Also, repainted black, the TR was wearing a white tonneau 
with a torn zipper and the wire wheels had several broken 
spokes.  The owner was quick to explain that the engine ran, 
the car had current state inspection and plates, and came com-
plete with another “parts car.”  The asking price was higher 
than I had planned, but by today’s standard, it was a bargain.  
The next sixteen years are now history. 

The Historic Vehicle Association (HVA) is collecting sto-
ries about “Why this car matters.”  What is your re-
sponse?     

   This car matters because it represents the original sports car 
as envisioned by Sir John Black and Standard-Triumph during 
the post-World War II period.  This car also matters because it 
continues in clear contrast to the Michelotti- and Karmann-
bodied cars that followed. 

Restorations are not as straightforward as one would ex-
pect. What surprised you? 

   Although I acquired my TR3A in 1987, I did not decide to 
undertake its restoration until 2000. I was lucky to have met 

Brian Schlorff and we agreed to restore the car 
properly over an extended period on a pay-as-you
-go basis.  The biggest surprises were how long it 
actually took and the total cost. 

Why did you select Brian Schlorff to handle 
the restoration work?   

   A one word description is “perfectionist,” but 
with a little OCD thrown in for good measure.  
Brian is the same age as my son.  However, he 
operates with the confidence and experience of a 
proverbial master craftsman of old. I am certain 
that he inherited many of these skills from his late 
father, Leon, an excellent engineer and machinist.  
It is unfortunate that the elder Schlorff did not live 
to see the car completed, but his contributions to 
the restoration are right there to admire, including 
those left-hand threaded, stainless steel jam nuts. 

Did your ideas and Brian’s mesh well? 

   Yes and no.  There were times when I wanted to stop every-
thing, like when Brian moved his business twice.  I must admit 
those were dark times for me, with substantial sums invested 
and seemingly little progress.  Where we did agree was the 
concept of restoring the car to its original factory new-condition. 
I never realized what a challenge this would be. 

How long was the restoration?  

   Brian:  The whole process took 11 years.  Along the way, 
there were many roadblocks.  When the frame came back from 
the blaster, it had rusted at the front suspension towers, rear 
cross-tubes, and outriggers under the floors.  In addition, the 
diagonal brace from the front towers that meets the main rails 
was bent.  The search for a replacement frame caused months 
of delay.   A second frame came back from blasting badly pep-
pered with corrosion damage, but at least that one was 
straight.   A third frame finally passed scrutiny and the project 
resumed.   

   When it came time to address the body shell, what returned 
from the blaster can only be described as remnants.  I knew at 
the outset that the car would need new floors, sills, and several 
obvious patches in the usual places, in addition to quality repair 
of the accident damage to the front end.  Nevertheless, I was 
really at a loss for how to proceed after seeing the extensive 
corrosion damage.  At this point, the chassis and running gear 
were well underway.  

   I felt strongly that we should look for another shell as a donor 
for the project, and about three years passed while I looked 
seriously at about a dozen “project cars,” all of which had 
enough of their own bondo mysteries.  I thought long and hard 
about the fact that the only way to get Frank’s car done was to 
buckle down and work with what little we already had.   

What was unusual or difficult about this project?   

   Frank:  First, this car experienced a serious front-end colli-
sion.  I was too inexperienced to notice the telltale signs.  
When a TR takes a bad hit, often the entire body shell changes 
shape and is skewed in odd ways.  The body panels were not 
straight, and this became critical when trying to achieve near 
perfect and consistent lines.  The only solution was to hand-fit 
everything.  

   Second, this car is very close to the time that major design 
changes took place at TS-60000, so The Grey Lady has fea-
tures common to both early and late TR3As.  This made it 
more difficult to establish what was original and what was not.  

Photo via Bob Streepy 
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   Finally, I would be remiss not to mention our struggle with 
replacement (reproduction) parts.  The quality, authenticity and 
fit were most disappointing.  At one point, we began ordering 
three or four of a given part from different suppliers.  Our aim 
was to find at least one acceptable “whatever”, and return the 
rest as unacceptable.  Sometimes this worked, but other times 
we ended up with three or four parts that went back to the sup-
plier.   A word of advice:  Restore the original part when possi-
ble.  Fortunately, Brian had the skill to fabricate many of the 
parts from scratch. 

   Brian:  What wasn’t difficult?  I think the most interesting 
troubleshooting situation was a problem we encountered with 
the engine.  Throughout the 
build, careful measurements 
insured proper clearances and 
the reciprocating assembly spun 
over by hand very nicely.  The 
same held true after the fly-
wheel, clutch, and transmission 
installation.  The starter motor 
tested and it spun the motor 
nicely.   

 

   I invited Frank to come to the 
workshop for a “first-firing’ 
party,” I pressed the starter but-
ton, and the engine rotated 
maybe 20-30 degrees but re-
fused to turn any further.  Ini-
tially, we thought a bad starter 
was the culprit, but we disproved 
it since we were unable to spin 
the engine by the dog-in-the-
crank damper bolt, ultimately 
resorting, to no avail, a four-foot 
pipe.  A long process of disas-
sembly ensued to discover the cause of the seized motor.  One 
of the flywheel attachment bolts was about .020 inches too 
long. The thickness of our aluminum flywheel was slightly less 
than the original.  

   These two factors combined to result in only about .005-inch 
clearance between the end of that particular bolt, where it pro-
jected through the crank flange, and the aluminum face of the 
scroll seal that bolted to the back of the block.  This was just 
enough clearance so that all was well, and everything spun 
freely until we engaged the clutch right before attempting to fire 
the engine for the first time.  Force from the clutch instantly 
took up the little remaining clearance, as the crank end-thrust 
was greater than the clearance from bolt to seal face.  Once 
the starter triggered, the bolt gouged into the aluminum and 
began to raise a burr that wedged tighter and tighter under the 
bolt until the starter had no chance.  Even our four-foot pipe 
would not budge the engine with all our weight hanging on it.   
Weeks of delay resulted from painstaking disassembly and 
analysis of each piece removed prior to identifying and correct-
ing the offending bolt.  Now I measure the depth of every hole, 
measure every bolt, and calculate the clearance for all critical 
assemblies. 

What happened with the car that you missed the breakfast 
run?  

   Brian:  I was running the car up the mountain roads to the 
show field on Friday and noticed a misfire.  We only had 25 
miles on the car before we left for the show, and I had not yet 
established any history on the carburetor or ignition tuning.  

After the show, the car ran great for about ten minutes and 
then the miss came back.  After inspecting the float bowls and 
swapping distributor caps, rotors, and wires, to no avail, we 
watched the breakfast run depart past us and our spirits sank.   

   Reasoning that the condenser was the next logical substitu-
tion, we dove into our “spares department” tote bin and brought 
the car back to life with the next push of the starter switch.  We 
headed out for what we thought would be a quick test drive, but 
joined a group for a drive on the Blue Ridge Parkway.   It was 
an absolutely fantastic ride with incredible scenery that re-
minded me of what a truly beautiful country we live in.     

Brian, we hear and know the 
craftsman and artisans for 
these cars are dwindling.  Are 
younger and capable people 
joining the ranks? 

   Brian:  Fewer and fewer peo-
ple work on their cars these 
days, both antique and modern.  
Much in the same way, fewer 
people today enter the traditional 
skilled labor trades.  Our modern 
cars run so reliably that frequent 
repairs are a thing of the past, 
but this comes at a price.  Main-
tenance in today’s automobiles 
is so complex; it is outside the 
scope of the layman’s knowl-
edge. Young people today sim-
ply cannot acquire the breadth of 
skills needed or afford the spe-
cialized tools required to “tinker” 
with a modern car without many 
years of specialized training.   
And good luck finding meaning-
ful apprenticeship programs 

these days.  They do exist, but they are hardly widespread.   

   In the case of the antique car, many enthusiasts who grew up 
in the 1950s admiring the cars of the era and ultimately want-
ing to collect those same cars, are now into their retirement 
years.  They may not be wish to or be physically up to the rig-
ors of a restoration project that might require heavy lifting, hard 
wrenching, or contorting into confined spaces.  Thus, general 
knowledge of the mechanical functioning of automobiles is 
becoming lost to our current generations.  

   Additionally, it is my opinion that there will be no new classic 
automobiles going forward.  Think for a moment of the com-
plexity of restoring a car from the ‘50s or ‘60s, in terms of 
sourcing replacements or reconditioning parts.  Now consider 
the discreet parts there are when you lift the hood of your mod-
ern car, and how many of them are plastic and snapped to-
gether at the factory.  Surely that plastic will become brittle in 
40 years’ time. I shudder to think of restoring the electronics. 

   Conversely, the art and skill of metalworking has changed 
very little since the dark ages when tinsmiths fabricated 
knights’ intricate suits of armor.  For the near future, there will 
be a place for artisans versed in shaping metal in the traditional 
manner, but you will not find these people in a typical auto 
body shop.  One would be hard-pressed to find someone 
versed in the use of an English wheel or flanging roller at your 
neighborhood Maaco.  Thus, the ability to take a hammer and 
dolly to a piece of steel to shape it to match the tail of a TR2 is 

(Continued on page 6) 

Frank (left) and Brian, with the Best of Show Award.  Photo via 

Bob Streepy 
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becoming more high art than body-shop utility.  That is good in that through today’s interconnected world, these individuals will 
ultimately gain notoriety and will possess the extensive skills to be able to resurrect vehicles that may have been unsalvageable, 
preserving them for future generations to enjoy.   

   There will always be those among us who have the desire to carry on these fine traditions.  However, there will surely be greater 
mystique surrounding an extensive restoration, but fewer individuals practicing the art in the decades to come.   

Brian, on show day, I asked if you dropped the engine into the bay that day because it was perfect and mirror-like with 
the super-polished finishes.  How do you respond to those who feel the original finishes were less fine?  

   Brian:  If our hobby wishes to attract new enthusiasts, then we must provide something that captivates their imaginations, which 
they cannot experience elsewhere.  We all reminisce about the “glory days,” the open road, the true meaning of the word motoring, 
fixing something with nothing more than a matchbook and some string.  But looking back objectively, where things really all that 
rosy?   

   If, in an effort to draw them into our hobby, we paint an overly idyllic picture of ownership to outsiders, then why not make the 
cars look as enticing as the folklore we tell?  Remember that Triumphs were mass-produced cars in an age when fit and finish 
were quality-controlled by eyeball rather than by the laser-scanning computer of today.  Given Sir John Black’s well-documented, 
narcissistic personality and aspirations of privilege, I am sure that if he could have produced a car with coach-built quality he would 
have done so, if for no other reason than to spite Sir William Lyons (the co-founder, in 1922, of the company that became Jaguar 
Cars Ltd.)   

   I have had the pleasure of working on some very low mileage, well preserved, original vehicles over the years and can categori-
cally state that build quality from the factory did not impress me.  Similarly, I like to study period photographs in books and maga-
zines as they reveal a treasure trove of information on the assembly and finish of various parts.  I see cars where panels do not fit 
well, or trim does not line up correctly, and these are the press cars that Triumph released for promotional photographs.  If  that 
was the best they could do, think about what went out the door when the best appearance was not a concern.   

   If the rear fender of your TR4 stuck out one-fourth inch further than the door from the factory, would you restore it that way or 
would you elongate the bolt hole or re-weld the doorpost to correct it?  Would a judge make a deduction because of the gap? 
Would a judge make a deduction because there was not gap and the panel lined up correctly even though we know very few cars 
rolled off the line that way?   

   Where does this stop?  I do not have answers to any of these questions. I only know that today we should do better than the 
factory did if we want someone unfamiliar with the marque to walk up to our cars, say “Wow” and become interested in joining our 
ranks as an enthusiast.  

   As best I could, I tried to replicate the spirit of the original part while attempting to mitigate any deterioration from the elements.  I 
used modern refinishing materials, which provide a more extraordinary contrast between vintage and modern mechanicals (that 
“wow” factor) and the durability is greatly improved.  The cost of labor and materials only continues to increase.  After mak ing a 
significant expenditure in restoring a car, would you not want to do anything you could to keep it looking its best, long into the fu-
ture?   

It seems difficult to drive these finely restored machines. Frank, will you be driving The Grey Lady?   

   Frank:  People kid about this all the time.  However, after 11 years of anticipation, hoping that we would finish in time for us to 
enjoy her, you can be sure we will take The Grey Lady for drives as often as weather permits, and of course to future TRA meets. 

TRA and its members love these Triumphs and work hard to preserve the marque. Frank and Brian, thank you for sharing 
your thoughts and for preserving this TR3A. Congratulations on your best of show win! See you next year.    

Best of Show (Continued from page 5) 

Photo by  Bob Massel 
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Meeting Notes— 21 July 2012 

   Much cooler temperatures, beautiful clear skies, great rolling 
expanse of lawn with Triumphs lined up here and there, fine 
hosts, good food (and plenty of it!) and two – count ‘em, two! – 
garages: what a great night for a monthly meeting of the 
SLTOA faithful.  As the club transitions into the fall events, our 
genial hosts, Kathy and Chris Kresser, made sure everyone 
had comfortable accommodations for the evening’s business 
and socializing.  

   Speaking of the latter, several highly entertaining conversa-
tions preceded dinner, with some continuing through the chow-
down portion of the evening.  For example, thanks to John 
Lamberg, we now know what a “Code White” is. Several mem-
bers spent time doing the old reliable “Oh yeah? I can top that” 
stories of driving in Yurp while the club secretary, engaged in a 
history project, quizzed the assembled multitude about the 
origins of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association, including 
the name of the first president (A: Club founded in 1983, John 
Kelly).  Amazingly enough, we still have an original, founding 
member in the fold: Don Huber.  Perhaps the club will mount 
an effort to properly commemorate/celebrate its 30th anniver-
sary next year, eh?  

   With President Tony Panchot still tied up at work, Veep Creig 
Houghtaling took charge and announced the start of the busi-
ness session at 7:53 PM.  First item, registration and prepara-
tion for September’s All British Car & Cycle Show.  This year’s 
featured marque/models are the Triumph Spitfire and GT6, in 
honor of the Spit’s 50th anniversary.  The Spits and GT6s in the 
club will get special parking at the event; as a result, Tony put 
out a call to all of the owners to send in their vehicle’s commis-
sion number, so we can line them p in order.  Puhllleeeeze get 
the numbers into Joe Guenther ASAP.   

   Lee Fox said he’d checked and online registrations for the 
event already numbered over 100, apparently a record.  Karl 
Schmidt has already started acquiring the sodas and other 
supplies for the food concession, Tony’s also picking up sup-
plies and President Emeritus Craig Madsen said he’d handle 
picking up the water (someone strongly recommended 
“unfiltered tap water from Fulton”).  Finally, Creig announced 
he still had t-shirts from last year’s event and will bring them; 
they’ll sell at $15 for the short-sleeve and $20 for the long-
sleeve.  

   Concerning September’s meeting, as per the club’s standard 
practice it’ll take place a week early, on Tuesday 11 Septem-
ber, enabling last-minute pre-ABCCS discussion and preps.  

When the question of meeting location came up, Creig invoked 
a fine old tradition used by many successful organizations: he 
noted Tony’s absence and therefore announced the Septem-
ber gathering would take place at Tony’s house.   

   For the treasurer’s report, Joe G announced the club had 
$2287.61 in the till.  In addition, the club has yet another new 
member, Bill Anton of Alton, IL, a retired mechanic.  No word 
on what kind of Triumph he owns but in his application he 
noted he has a garage that welcomes all LBCs.   

   On to the events.  The Kressers indicated they’ll attend VTR 
2012 in Galveston, Texas, at the end of October.  After some 
discussion, the members agreed to the proposed “Targa De 
Soto” run to, well, De Soto and its restored Texaco station on 
Sunday, 7 October.  Secretary/editor Mark’s setting up the 
route along with a Veteran’s Day run open to all local LBC/
special interest vehicle clubs on Sunday, 4 November, as a 
fundraiser for the Wounded Warrior Project.   

   As for the annual Christmas party, Joe’s continuing to nail 
down the details but right now it will take place at the Missouri 
Athletic Club; if the club guarantees 50 attendees, it’ll get the 
big house, er, big room, very nice according to reports (SLTOA 
undoubtedly has some members who qualify for accommoda-
tions at the big house).  The price should be close to $25 with 
tip included, like last year, and no sales tax as it’s a private 
club  The party should take place on Friday, 7 December 
(there’s probably a message there) as Gateway Healey’s plan-
ning their holiday gathering for Saturday the 8th.  Someone in 
the crowd asked why GHA was so special and got deferential 
treatment, ie, Saturday night scheduling; someone else re-
sponded, “Well, they start with this giant shrimp,” to which Joe 
announced, “Sign me up.”   

   After a short discussion on some of the Jaguar Association of 
Greater St Louis (JAGSL) events, Creig announced it wasn’t 
too soon to start planning for February’s Polar Bear Run.   The 
club’s going to need a rallymaster to set up the route as well as 
a host for the post-run party/meal; the editor suggested Dog ‘n’ 
Suds (response: “Dog ‘n’ Suds?  I didn’t think there were any 
left!”). 

    Lee Fox then 
talked about this 
year’s University 
Motors MG Sum-
mer Party in 
Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, held 
over 16-17 Au-
gust, a 1287-mile round trip but well worth it.  He showed up 
with the only Triumph and managed to place 3

rd
 in the car 

show’s rather all-encompassing “Non-MG Class,” behind a Mini 
and a Jaguar.   

   He did not drive in the Grand Lake Tour – “Like the Missouri 
Endurance Trial on steroids,” as he put it – a drive up to the 
Yoop and then down the west side of Lake Michigan through 
Wisconsin and Illinois before returning to Grand Rapids.  A 
member of the MG Club of St Louis entered an MGB and re-
ceived the award for the most miles covered (ie, they came in 
last).  One TR7 entrant got most of the way around Lake Michi-
gan but unfortunately had a bad wreck in Chicago, taking them 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Slow Roller Racing Team 
Team Standings (total events: 4)  

Driver/points:  

Houghtaling, C,   33 

Kresser, C.  15 

Morgan     6 

Guenther    6 

Ingraham, C.    6 

Fox     4 

Maneke     4 

Lamberg     4 

Panchot     3 

Houghtaling, J.    2 

Kelley     1  

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   The August 2012 issue of Classic & Sports Car has a feature 
article on the very first Spitfire Mk1 (FC/1, built 11 September 
1962), including a drive of the car through the Alps.   
   The September edition of Classic Motorsports includes two 
pages of tech tips for Spits.  

TRs in Print 

out of the running (comment from the floor: “A DNR is a DNR!”  Response: “You mean 
DNF; DNR stands for “do not resuscitate.”  Response: “Well, that’s definitely appropriate 
for a TR7”).  New member Iggy Yuan expressed his admiration for Lee’s willingness to 
make that long drive, adding, 
“Every time I get in my (TR6) 
it’s 50/50 I’ll get anywhere.”   

   Following a re-attack on Cars 
& Coffee and updates on the 
medical conditions of some of 
the club members, another 
round of applause for our hosts 
Kathy and Chris Kresser, with 
thanks to Jack for doing the 
cooking.  The meeting con-
cluded at 8:20.  

Meeting (Continued from page 7) 

   On another note last year—and I think it was about this same 
month—Alex and I were going to the scuba shop in St. 
Charles.  While enroute I spied a dusty red Spitfire with the 
bonnet up, under a carport with someone looking at the engine 
bay.  

   I pulled the LR to the side, jumped out and introduced myself 
with the intention of recruiting a new member.  Long story 
short, the owner had brought the car to Missouri from Texas 12 
years ago, prior to that the last time it drove was in 1989. 

   A deal was struck as a resto for Alex and a few weeks later a 
small crowd gathered to put the car on the trailer.  The follow-
ing  day I had a chance to inspect the project and WOW it was 
a mess.  The Spitfire was tucked away and time passed.   

   Last weekend we were moving cars around in the garage 
and the Spit rotated to the front.  Joe Guenther was there so 
we cleaned the carb, fuel pump, and put on a replacement 
condenser then began shooting ether into the carb; it was start-
ing to rumble to life.  After Joe left, I ate a bite and was really in 
the mood to make this car stay running.   

   We forgot to clean the top of the carb needle as it was 
gummed up and blocking the flow of fuel; ith that cleaned at 
about 11 pm she fired up.  It is something to say that these 
engines are very durable and lasting. 

   On that note we are transplanting a 3.8 liter into Tom Jones 
TR 7.  Two weeks ago we removed the front suspension from 
a donor 7 and last weekend prepared Tom’s 7 for engine and 
trans removal!  Looks as that will happen next weekend, don’t 
believe we will have the kinks worked out for the All British but 
be sure to look for it at the Easter show next year, I’ll keep you 
in the loop. 

   Ok I will see everybody at my house in a few weeks and 
make sure you drive on the left side of the drive way if you are 
driving your LBC. 

      - Tony 

 

       

Gear Shift (Continued from page 1) 

Credit Where Credit is Due: 

 Thanks to John Mangles, Steve Street and 
Creig Houghtaling.  It takes a village! 

          - Craig Madsen 
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Cars & Coffee—18 August 2012 

Mentioned in Despatches 

There are two more Cars & Coffee events remaining this year: 
15 September and  20 October.   

1209 Monterey Motorsports Reunion 2012 

   This year’s Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion (Formerly 
the Monterey Historics), held 16-19 August at the Mazda 
Raceway Laguna Seca, Salinas, CA, saw 550 cars entered, 
divided into 17 racing groups.  The Shelby Cobra served as 
the featured marque, celebrating the type’s 50th anniversary.  
Some 45 Cobras participated  in the feature race Saturday, 
won by Jim Click in a 1964 Cobra 289.  

   As per 
usual, all 
sorts of 
h i s t o r i c , 
interesting 
and fasci-
nating cars 
ran includ-
ing a bunch 
of LBCs: a 
group 44 
J a g u a r , 
1957 Aston 

Martin DBR2, 1953 Cooper Porsche, 1934 Morgan 3-wheel 
sports racer plus a brace of Lolas, Listers, Jags and Lotii.  
Richard Jefferey of Hillsborough, CA, placed third in the 
Group 1A race in his 1937 Triumph Special 9 while John 
Miller raced his 1956 Devin-Triumph Special in Group 1B.  In 
the Group 4A race, Michael Patin of Thousand Oaks, CA, 

took sixth place in his 1959 Morgan +4, beating every Alfa Ro-
meo, both Aston Martin DB4s and several Porsches and Ferra-
ris.  Not bad for a 53-year-old TR3-powered sports car. 

   The Pebble Beach 
Concours d’Elegance 
2012 took place on 
Sunday, 19 August at 
the Pebble Beach Golf 
Links.  The top-placing 
BCBCs included a 
1933 Rolls-Royce 
Phantom II Hibbard & 
Darrin Transformable 
(try fitting that onto 
your title), Greg and 
Renee Wood, Henderson, NV, which won Class H/Rolls-
Royce; 1937 Bentley 4.25-liter Windovers Drophead Coupe, 
Neal Kirkham, Saratoga, CA, Class J-2/European Classic-
Grand Touring; and a 1949 Jaguar XK120 Roadster, Jeff Lot-
man, Los Angeles, Class O-1/Prewar Sports Open.  The 1930 
Bentley Speed Six HJ Mulliner Saloon of John and Gwen 
McCaw took the Montagu of Beaulieu trophy    

   Finally, in the Quail Motorsports Gathering, held on the 17th at 
Quail Lodge Golf Club in Carmel, Robert Lee’s 1930 Bentley 
4.5 Liter Supercharged Gurney Nutting Two-Seat Roadster 
took Best in Show.  A 1936 Lagonda LG45R won the Pre-War 
Sports and Racing Class.   

Devin-Triumph.  Photo by Dennis Gray 

1930 Bentley.  Photo by Tim Scott/Fluid 

Images 
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My days of scrabbling around on a cold garage floor and end-
less electrical troubleshooting seem to be over.  

   Maybe not.  Let's go back to the spring of 2009, when, out for 
a Sunday drive in the 4A, I came across a 1976 Triumph TR6 
languishing in the back lot at a local gas station.  I'd seen this 
poor lost soul before, sitting there, bravely enduring the wind 
and rain and getting just a little more pathetic with each pass-
ing day.  Like someone who comes across an abandoned kit-
ten, I couldn't help myself, and tracked down the owner.  

   Turns out, a retired school teacher named Beryl had bought 
this TR6 new in 1976 and drove it up until about 1999, when 
too many things went wrong and needed to be attended to.  “I 
had three different shops look at it,” she explained to me, “and 
they all said it would cost at least $30,000 to restore it.  I don't 
have the money.”  So she parked it and there it sat for 10 
years.  

   One thing led to another and, to make a long story short, 
Beryl said she'd give me the car, gratis, if I promised to let her 
drive it when I was done.  

   That's how I acquired a second Triumph and once again 
found myself scrabbling around on a cold garage floor and 
trying to breathe life back into a car that, by all rights, should 
have gone to the knackers' years ago.  

   But here's the thing. After spending a week troubleshooting, I 
got the engine running and discovered almost full compression 
in all six cylinders.  Not to mention good oil pressure and a 
frame that, with a bit of welding, was as good as new.  

Two Triumphs (Continued from page 12) 

   Over the next year and a half, I re-did the brakes, got new 
tires, replaced a couple of fenders, repaired the floors and 
rocker panels, cleaned out the oil pan, threw out those damn 
Zenith-Stromberg carburetors and replaced them with Webers, 
added electronic ignition, replaced all four shocks absorbers, 
put in a clutch assembly and timing chain, changed all fluids 
and painted the car.  

   I also found out that Beryl's TR6 had a brand-new top, a rea-
sonably new exhaust system, a rebuilt rear differential assem-
bly and ran like a champ once everything was sorted out. Bo-
nus: it has overdrive, a zip-out rear window and everything 
works, including the horn and all lights and signals.  

   But owning two Triumphs, even for an incorrigible LBCer like 
me, seems excessive.  After all, there are all kinds of other cool 
old cars out there and, despite the fact that they have different 
engines, these two Triumphs share many components.  One 
has got to go.  

   But which one? I love the Michelotti-styled body of the 4A 
and appreciate the fact that it's been restored by someone with 
more talent and ability than me.  The engine and gearbox, for 
example, were rebuilt by an aircraft mechanic and are abso-
lutely perfect.  This is also the last Triumph with the renowned 
indestructible Ferguson tractor engine derivative, and has an 
excellent motorsport heritage.  My own car is also virtually 
stock and looks much the same as it did new, 46 years ago.  

   The TR6, on the other hand, has way more punch, and is a 
much more drivable automobile.  

   The addition of two cylinders changes everything with this car 
and, with overdrive, it can cruise all day at relatively low rpms, 
while delivering excellent acceleration.  I've also bonded with 
this one, having, literally, put my blood, sweat and tears into its 
restoration, and know the car inside out.  And, fact is, I prefer 
driving it; it's less stroppy than the 4A, handles better and  has 
one of the most intoxicating exhaust notes ever produced. I'm 
totally conflicted and can't seem to make a decision either way.  

   But before I do anything, I've got a date with Beryl.  

 

Beat the Heat Drive 

By Kathy Kresser 

   Beat the Heat Drive -- the goal was accomplished on Sunday morning, July 29.  The Brit-
ish contingent plus one Swede enjoyed cooler temperatures and light rain.  Starting at In-
terstate 44 and Route 141, the course traveled the West County area.   Considering the 
population density of the area, there remain nice roads.   The tree-canopied Woods Ave-
nue near Rockwoods Reservation captured the mystic of a cloudy, wet morning drive.   The 
sweet sounding Bouquet Road is twisty and country-like.   We traveled through Eureka and 
the roads along The Big River.   

   Yes, I mentioned rain.  Lee Fox should plan another drive to confirm his alias: “Rain 
God.”    Our appreciation goes to Lee for organizing the drive and bringing some rain to the 
area.  

Proofread by Anice Etz 

Photo by Lee Fox 
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SLTOA Classifieds 

SLTOA’s on Facebook! 

Www.facebook.com/home.php?

sk=group_134416839926824&ap=1 

62 TR3A—Blue with red interior, $16,000.  Photos online, in 

Florissant, call (314)991-2502 for details (Hemmings) (1209) 

68 Spitfire Mk3—Project car, in 

Effingham; motor not locked up, 
radiator has moisture in it.  A me-
chanic friend of mine said he 
could get it running in less than 
two days.  I need to get rid of it 
and hate to see this classic 
crushed.  $400, call (217)848-
9763 (Craigslist) (1208) 

71 TR6—As seen at the 2011 

ABCCS, outstanding condition, 
$12,500 firm. New aluminum radia-
tor, new water pump, thermostat, 
switched to 13-blade fan. Call Julie 
Madsen (314)494-7054 (1110)  

73 TR6—Reduced from $9500 to 

$8900, 90K miles, new top, tonneau, 
quick steer, battery, mechanical and 
electrical fuel pumps, chrome wheel 
rings and wheel centers, new slave 
unit for clutch.  Need the garage 
space, if interested call Leonard Urban, Shawnee, KS (913)449
-9790 (KC Triumphs) (1209) 

74 Spitfire MkIV—Good project car, good motor and trans-

mission.  Laid off, need to sell, call Scott or Mary (618)580-
8356 or (618)410-8145 (Craigslist) (1108) 

74 TR6—Exterior and interior restored in the past four years; 

runs and drives great, very good exterior, no rust, only 73,144 
miles.  Asking $14,900, in Joplin (417)850-9655 (AutoTrader 
Classics) (1209) 

74 TR6—Great driver, new con-

vertible top, new Michelin red line 
tires, all chrome re-chromed, eve-
rything works except for the radio, 
no rust.  In Fenton, $9495, call 
(314)346-0939 for more informa-
tion (Craigslist) (1209) 

76 TR6—Project or parts car, $2800.  Was going to fix it up 

but I don’t have time for the project, call either (636)937-1370 
or (636)208-3825 for details, can send photos (Craigslist) 
(1207) 

76 TR7—Coupe/FHC, green “Victory Edition,” with extra en-

gine and gearbox, other parts. Pretty much completely rebuilt 
but has been sitting for a while, no longer have the room and 
want to find the car a good home. $150, Steve Vohsen (314)
620-5206 or stevevohsen@hotmail.com (1205)  

76 TR7—Coupe/FHC, blue, has 

only 46,998 miles.  Some surface 
rust on the suspension pieces and 
one tiny spot of surface rust on the 
rear tail panel.  Probably needs new 
tie rod ends, buyer will also get 
boxes and boxes of TR7 parts I’ve accumulated along with 
repair manual.  In Chesterfield, $4500 cash, (314)308-1810 
(Craigslist) (1207)  

78 Spitfire 1500—Same family since new, not driven in 20 

years.  Great project to restore, has new top and carpet kit, in 
Florissant, $1800.  Call Vito (314)486-2941 (Craigslist) (1209) 

79 Spitfire 1500—Over $6,000 invested, $4,000 firm.  New 

top, alloy wheels, new tires, killer brakes, 3.63:1 rear gear, 
header, HS4 carbs + more.  Call (636)734-3937, ask for Craig 
(1208).  

79 Spitfire 1500—Fresh Perform-

ance-built motor, new tires, clutch 
and aluminum flywheel.  Four-speed 
w/overdive, retro conversion to 
chrome bumpers.  Comes with re-
pair manual, parts catalog, extra 
parts.  In Huntsville, MO, $4900 
(660)414-0374 (Craigslist) (1209) 

79 TR7—Very solid, runs, needs 

restoration, $1200.  Call Tony (314)
560-2082 (Craigslist) (1209) 

80 Spitfire 1500—5685 miles, 

100% original, paint glossy and 
showroom new, car garaged and 
covered from day one.  Dealer-installed options include wood 
steering wheel, wood gearshift knob, chrome luggage rack, 
coco floor mats, pin stripes, undercoating and AM/FM cassette.  
In Clayton, $18,500, call (314)725-0917 (Craigslist) (1207) 

80 TR7—Has V6 GM engine (Buick?) and transmission, can 

hear it run, good project car.  Union, MO, $900, call (636)744-
2880 (Craigslist) (1208) 

80 TR7—67,400 miles, has 3.8 

Buick V6 w/350 AT, 3.96 rear end, 
Edelbrock intake w/ 650 CFM Edel-
brock carb, custom aluminum 
crossflow radiator.  Custom front 
end, custom rear bumper, seats 
reupholstered, new door panels.  Speedometer quit working 
about four months ago, some blemishes, brakes need work.  
Consider trade for car of equal value for my son, who is going 
to college next year.  $6600 OBO, Little Rock, AR (501)590-
8836 (Hemmings) (1208) 

For Sale—Two TR7/TR8 convertible rolling chassis (no mo-

tor/trans) your choice, $500.  Located in Jerseyville, IL (636)
734-3937, ask for Craig. 

For Sale—72-80 Spitfire MkIV/1500 parts, large assort-

ment included 2 transmissions, bumpers (front and rear), 
doors, windshields and window glass, 1 full hood with fenders/
lights/brackets, box of electrical parts (speedometers, gauges, 
turn signals, etc). Contact K Tibbs for details, 
tibbsk@yahoo.com (1112).  
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting  

Tues  21 Aug 12 
 

Tony Panchot’s  

233 Valley View Dr 

Chesterfield, MO 63005 

(314)348-4460 
 

 

Show after 5:30-6 PM or 
thereabouts, meeting at some 

point, BRING FOOD! 

And Finally…. 
 
   The following is a test:  

   Which SLTOA member does this 
drawer belong to?  

   Votes will be tallied at the end of the 
September membership meeting.  Spe-
cial prize for the winner! 

Two Triumphs of the Heart 

By Ted Laturnus 

The (Toronto) Globe and Mail 

Monday, April 30, 2012 

   A few years back, after at least 25 years of driving various 
Morgans, I sold my 1955 Plus-4 Special and bought a 1966 
Triumph TR4A.  

   Not because I don't like Morgans anymore.  I still have a 
huge soft spot for these primitive little runabouts, but I just got 
tired of having a right-hand drive car, and wrestling with side-
screen windows that flap like flags on the highway, while fight-
ing with a top that never quite fit right.  I also thought it'd be 
nice to have a British sports car with a heater and a trunk, for a 
change.  

   Some might counter that I jumped from the frying pan into the 
fire by acquiring a Triumph, but after some five years of owner-

ship, I'm still a happy camper.  Thus far, the car has been 100 
per cent reliable, came with a (new) manageable top that has 
come in handy more than once, is easy to work on and, most 
importantly, satisfies my insatiable need to have a Little British 
Car to fuss over and tinker with.  

   Plus, and this is a biggie, the Triumph in question had al-
ready been restored by a professional, and all the heavy lifting 
had been done.  It had been repainted, the frame had been 
reinforced, rotten fenders replaced, interior done, drivetrain 
rebuilt and brakes and hydraulics overhauled. For once, all I 
had to do was drive the thing.  

And that's exactly what I've been doing. Aside from adding a 
few upgrades, such as a high-torque starter, wire wheels and 
screw-on oil filter adapter, all I've done with the 4A is enjoy it. 

(Continued on page 10) 


