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In Memoriam 

Roy Salvadori 
1922-2012 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Winner, Le Mans 1959—

Aston  Martin DBR1 

BRM, Vanwall F1; 

Cooper Team Manager 

   Greetings all Members I hope you have managed to remain somewhat 
cool with the extreme heat we have been experiencing lately. 

   The annual John Lamberg and Donna Mertz Sweat Fest was a great 
event!  What luck, as I don’t think we were at 100 but rather just under 
with a breeze; anyway, thanks John and Donna for having us over.  

   A few weeks back to attend a Car and Coffee gathering, I drove to Joe 
Guenther’s home and off we went.  What a great turnout for the Triumph 
club, six cars I believe in total, good job folks !    

(Continued on page 3) 

By Kathy Kresser 

   It does not get much better than Little Switzerland for a Tri-
umph car meet.  The Switzerland Inn is a quaint and charming 
lodge in the Smoky Mountains.  The views on the back side are 
stunning.  On a clear day, one can see several mountain 
ranges.  Early in the morning this vast expanse is smoky or 
hazy,  providing its name, Smoky Mountains.  Take any road 
from the hotel and you will find a sports car road.  The Blue 
Ridge Parkway sits about 500 feet from the hotel.  The Dia-
mondback 226A is right in front of the hotel.  It rivals the Tail of 
the Dragon for hairpin turns.  

Gear Shift By Tony Panchot 

Photo by Bob Maassel 

Triumph Register of America 2012 National Meet, Little Switzerland, North Carolina 

   The morning excursion to the Biltmore Estates with some 
thirty Triumphs—mainly TR2s, TR3s, and TR4s—created a 
queue of these smart cars.  The simple, two-lane Approach 
Road to the Biltmore Estate is nearly three miles long with 
sweeping turns and slight hills.  The Triumphs entered the gate 
without other cars breaking the line.  It was nice to see the 
string of Triumphs weaving through the curves.  Even better, 
we paraded around the esplanade in front of the Estate before 
forming a straight line in front of the Biltmore for photos.  This 
photo was worth the price to enter. While parading, we noticed 
several visitors photographing the cars as opposed to the Es-
tate.  Now that is commanding some attention!  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Calendar 

 

17 Aug 2012—Third Friday Free Party at the Third De-

gree Glass Factory, 5200 Delmar Blvd (316)367-4527.  6-10 
PM, watch glassblowers blow molten glass into art, see pho-
tography of antique and classic cars by Larry Hassel.  Chef 
Heidi serves up snacks, $2-$8, cash bar.  

18 Aug 2012—Classic Cars & Coffee, Starbucks at Man-

chester & McKnight, Rock Hill Plaza (9616 Manchester), 8:30-
11:30 AM.  

23 Aug 2012—Gateway Healey Associa-
tion “Hot August Nights Dinner,” CJ 

Muggs Restaurant, 101 W Lockwood, Webster 

Groves at 6:30 PM.  Please RSVP to Marilyn Salini ASAP at 
(314)991-9363 or msalini@sbcglobal.net.  

26 Aug 2012—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 
5, Family Arena, St Charles.  Contact Racer Steve at 

sshab@yahoo.com for info.  

1-2 Sept 2012—Kansas City All British Car & Cycle 
Show.  Sponsored by Victoria British, Ltd., will celebrate the 

50th anniversary of the MGB, Spitfire, Lotus Elan and AC Co-
bra.  Details at kcallbritish.com.  

7-9 Sept 2012—Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival XXXVI, 
Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI.  Info at www.vscda.org.  

9 Sept 2012—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 
6, Family Arena, St Charles.  Contact Racer Steve at 

sshab@yahoo.com for info.  

9 Sept 2012—British Car Festival, 
Harper College, Palatine, IL, hosted by 

British Car Union.  BIG event, details at 
www.britishcarunion.com/.  

9 Sept 2012—16
th

 Annual Walter F. 
Phillips Memorial Old Cars Against Cancer Wheels in 
Motion Day, Westport Plaza, 9 AM to 4 PM.  Proceeds to the 

National Children’s Cancer Society.  For info, call Elliott (314)
878-0534 or Al (314)650-7639.  

15 Sept 2012—Classic Cars and Coffee, Starbucks at 

Manchester & McKnight, Rock Hill Plaza (9616 Manchester), 
8:30-11:30 AM.  

22 Sept 2012—GHA Lou & Marilyn Salini Annual Bar-
becue, 11070 Graeser Ln, Creve Coeur.  Starts around 4-

4:30, bring your British car and park on the front lawn!  Please 
bring a side strip and don't’ forget lawn chairs.  RSVP to 
Marilyn at (314)991-9363 or msalini@sbcglobal.net.  

28-29 Sept 2012—Annual St Louis 
Scottish Games, Forest Park.  LBC 

drivers get free admission to the proceed-
ings, otherwise, $15 adults/$5 kids 5-16.  
Dave the Piper will play, info at 
www.stlouis-scottishgames.com.  

29 Sept 2012—5th Annual High Ridge Elks Car 

Show, see pg. 3.  

5-6 Oct 2012—Memphis Euro Auto Fest, hosted by the 

British Sports Car Club, held on the grounds of Youth Villages.  
F e a t u r e d  m a r q u e  i s  t h e  M G B ,  i n f o  a t 
www.memphisbritishcars.org/eurofest.htm.  

13 Oct 2012—2
nd

 Annual JAGSL “Jaguars at the 
Kemp,” Kemp Auto Museum, 16955 Chesterfield Airport Rd.  

For details and other information, monitor www.jcna.com/clubs/
main.php?club=sc20&Vref=sc20.  

 

Full listing at  
www.sltoa.org/events/2012/events12.htm 

21 Aug 2012—SLTOA monthly meeting, 
Kathy & Chris Kresser’s, 114 Maple Lane, 
Ballwin (636)394-3012.  

 

6-9 Sept 2012—2012 TRials, “Go With the Flow,” 
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, sponsored by 6-Pack and the 
Ontario/Quebec Chapter.  Tours, BBQ, concours, participant’s 
choice car show, info/details at http://401-pack.com/.  

14 Sept 2012—Annual ACCS Parking Lot Party, 
hosted by British Car Repair, Red Roof Inn-Westport, 6 PM 
start.  Grilled burgers, brats and hot dogs; bring chairs, a side 
dish or desert and your favorite beverage.  

15 Sept 2012—31
st

 Annual All British Car & Cycle 

Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park, http://allbritishcarshow.com/.  

27-30 Sept 2012—Triumphest 2012, hosted by Desert 

Centre TRA in Flagstaff, AZ.  Host hotel is the Little America, 
participating clubs include Southern California Triumph Own-
ers Association, Triumph Register of Southern California, Tri-
umph Sports Car Club of San Diego and Triumph Travelers 
Sports Car Club.  More information including registration ma-
terials at www.triumphest.com.  

6 Oct 2012—TENTATIVE DATE: SLTOA Targa De 
Soto fall color/back roads drive, with lunch stop and 

club photo stops, including the restored Texaco station in De 
Soto.  Route/details coming together, stay tuned.  

16 Oct 2012—SLTOA monthly meeting.   

21-25 Oct 2012—VTR National Convention, Galves-

ton, TX.   The Texas Triumph Register is hosting, event hotel 
is the San Luis Resort.  Info at http://kingswayrc.com/txtr/

VTR2012/index.shtml. 

10 Nov 2012—SLTOA Veteran’s Day 
Run.  Back road drive to some location for 

lunch, proceeds benefit The Wounded War-
rior Project.  Will be open to all St Louis area 
LBC/sports car clubs, details to follow.  

1 Dec 2012—Annual SLTOA Christmas Party, Mis-

souri Athletic Club/West Clubhouse.  Date tentative, could get 
moved to 7 December, details to follow.  
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St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

 Member, St Louis Sports Car Council 

Www.stlscc.org 

Triumphest 2012—27-30 September 
 

Events include funkhana, 
FunCours car show, tech 
sessions, vendors, model/
photo contest, banquet 
and awards ceremony and 
plenty of opportunities for 
scenic drives. 

 

Info: www.triumphest.com or call Registrar Kathy at (480)
983-3945 

http://kingswayrc.com/txtr/VTR2012/index.shtml 

5th Annual  

High Ridge Elks Car Show 

2800 Old Hunning Road, High Ridge 

 

Saturday, September 29
th  

(Rain Date 7 October)  

Registration 10 AM to 12 noon, $15.00 

 

Trophies at 4 PM 

BBQ, soda, beer, music 

50/50 cash drawing 

Contact: John (314)607-8597 or  

Sandy (636)373-4016 

2nd Annual  

Autos on Valhalla 
Benefitting Ride on St Louis 

When:   Sunday, September 30, 2012 (rain or shine), Regis-

tration 10-11 AM, awards at 2 PM 

Where:  Valhalla Cemetery, 7600 St Charles Rock Rd 

   Food, drinks, music and the company of your fellow auto 
enthusiasts, in the beautiful surroundings of the waters of 
Valhalla Cemetery.  Open to classic and contemporary Ameri-
can, Asian and European autos.  $25 registration prior to 20 
September, contact Victoria at victoriahink@sbcglobal.net.  

   On another note I am attending the Triumph Motorcycle Club 
meeting at the Triumph Grill down town.  Joe Guenther set up 
the appearance and was to attend but due to other obligations 
cannot show there, so the default is to me.  My plan is to pro-
mote the upcoming All British Show and see if we can get a 
few more British bikes on the field.  

   Speaking of the ABCCS, the features marque is the Spitfire.  
With that in mind, I would like to know who will be displaying 
and please include your FC/FM #‘s. Send your info to 
Jguenthe@yahoo.com for collection and correlation.  I would 
like to have the cars lined up in order of production and then at 
some point capture a photo of each owner. 

   Well, that is my 2 cents worth for the month.  I want to see 
everybody reading this at Chris and Kathy’s home for this 
month’s meeting as we will not be having one next month.  

   Cheers, Tony 

Gear Shift (Continued from page 1) 
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   Speaking about lining up cars, the show field 
was compact and tricky.  It was on a gradual 
slope.  Cars had to park row by row, so it required 
coordination and patience.  The end result was a 
great set up. The judges appraised, the guys 
kicked tires, and the ladies enjoyed the spectacle.  
The field consisted of nice concours cars and in-
teresting participants’ choice cars.  Some of these 
cars were greatly modified and looked terrific.  I 
liked the Silverstone grey color being worn by two 
cars.  Each and every one of these Triumph own-
ers should be proud to participate in this event.  It 
is about preserving the marque and driving the 
cars.  

   The auction is another spectacle.  There are 
bargains.  Be sure to know your prices.  A chrome 
valve cover sold for $450.  Perhaps a bargain as 
some indicated they cost much more, if you can 
find one. 

   As with all events, it had to end.  End it did with a 
fine banquet with salmon, prime rib and other good 
food.     

   Next year, the meet is so much closer to home in 
Aurora, Kentucky -- Land Between the Lakes 
country.  Four hours away; you should put it on 
your calendar.  Where else can one see so many 
early Triumphs?  Book your room, join the fun and 
I will see you there June 12-16, 2013.  Check with 
me on the exact timing. 

Next month: TRA Best in Show 

Proofread by Anice Etz  

TRA 2012 (Continued from page 1) 

Photos by Bob Maassel 

OUTSTANDING! 

   Congrats to Chris and Kathy for attaining “Gold” 
status with their 1959 TR3A in TRA’s Preservation 
Category.  Their car, TS 46439L, recorded a score of 
98.6, second only to Jeff and Nancy Kelley’s 1954 TR2 
TS778L, 99.7.  
 

 

Photo by Chris Kresser  
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Meeting Notes—17 July 2012 

   The annual July gathering in John Lamberg’s backyard is 
called the “SweatFest” for good reason, as it was a tad 
warm—hovering around 100º with humidity around 80%—
when people started showing up.  BUT, with two large fans, 
good company, good food and the sun rapidly setting behind 
the trees, most everyone enjoyed themselves.  In fact, we had 
a most excellent turnout of 29 members and friends, with 11 
Triumphs of various models lined up in JL’s back yard.  

   In advance of the business portion of the meeting, everyone 
availed themselves to burgers, dogs, pot luck specials and hot 
dishes plus a wide range of libations.  Right about 8 PM inter-
nationally famous sports car driver José Cuervo made a wel-
come appearance and things quickly degenerated from there, 
which is probably why President Tony started the meeting 
when he did.   

   Tony sounded the presidential airhorn at 8:05 and off we 
went, starting with the introduction of new member Iggy Yuan, 
proud new owner of a ’74 TR6.  Creig and Craig Ingraham 
assisted Iggy in locating and buying the 6; as Iggy put it, he 
finally settled on a TR6 up in Michigan via Craigslist, with 
some trepidation.  But, following Creig’s measured, sage ad-
vice (“Buy it!’  Buy it!”) Iggy got his Triumph (response from 
the floor: “Of course he bought it.  He’s a lawyer, he has 
money”).  They hauled a trailer up north, brought the prize 
vehicle back to Kirkwood…and on one of its early local excur-
sions, it promptly broke down.  Thus, Iggy’s already a full-
fledged, qualified member of SLTOA.  

   Next, Chris Kresser requested the assistance of the assem-
bled multitude in 
participating in a 
wholly skewed and 
unscientific poll.  
He’s continuing work 
on his second TR3 
and as part of the 
effort brought in the 
TR’s hood, painted 
in two shades of light 
blue and placed on 
display alongside 
host John’s garage.  
Chris requested the 

SLTOA membership take a look at the hood and then vote in a 
fair and democratic fashion for the shade of blue on the left 
(see photo; and if you’re a club member living on the east side 
of the Mississippi, don’t forget to vote early and vote often).   

   Vice President Creig Houghtaling then took the floor to dis-
cuss the upcoming annual All British Car & Cycle Show, stating 
he’d hoped to get John Mangles to the meeting to present the 
latest updates but unfortunately John couldn’t make it.  Creig 
pressed on anyway, asking Chris Kresser to pass out hard-
copy registrations for the ABCCS while pointing out it’s now 
possible to register and pay online (NOTE: http://

allbritishcarshow.com/1_14_Registration.html).  

    President Tony subsequently called on Treasurer Joe 
Guenther for the monthly financial report, but Joe couldn’t re-
spond because he was busy taking people’s money (there’s 
undoubtedly a message there).  The treasurer finally took a 
break, announced we had over $2200 in the bank and added 
the club was still collecting this year’s dues (still), while working 
up a better system of tracking dues payments by the member-
ship.  Craig Madsen then announced loudly he’d play bad cop 
and went through the list of dues delinquencies, starting with a 
list of those who will get dropped from the membership roster 
due to extend lack of payment.  The second list – somewhat 
longer – involved those who still needed to pay dues for 2012.   

   Then came the discussion of events, starting with Sunday, 29 
July’s “Beat the Heat/Packing Heat” run hosted by the MG Club 
of St Louis; apparently SLTOA will have a few cars and crews 
in the field.   

   Host John raved about last May’s MGCStL overnight “Fling in 
the Spring” which included a tour of the old Missouri State Pen 
in Jeff City (fortunately, no LBC owners were incarcerated).  He 
recommended our club set up a similar excursion.  

   As it stands now, SLTOA will get in three drives this fall be-
fore the snow flies and in and around the ABCCS.  Secretary/
Notes yr fthl ed Mark agreed to set up a run for late Septem-
ber/early October, hopefully not to interfere with members plan-
ning on attending Triumphest 2012 in Flagstaff, AZ (27-30 
Sept) and definitely not to interfere with this year’s VTR Na-
tional in Galveston (21-25 Oct).  No word yet on the route or 
scenic attractions planned for the drive but the working title is 

(Continued on page 6) This side...not this.  
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Driver     Car      Class  Overall  Indexed  

       Finish    Time  

Houghtaling, C    TR6     H Stock     28th      50.540 

Guenther     BMW 330ci    D Stock     32nd      51.666 

Morgan      TR6     HS      37th     54.409 

Team Standings (total events: 4)  

Driver/points:  

Houghtaling, C,   33 

Kresser, C.  15 

Morgan     6 

Guenther    6 

Ingraham, C.    6 

Fox     4 

Maneke     4 

Lamberg     4 

Panchot     3 

Houghtaling, J.    2 

Kelley     1  

Slow Roller Racing Team 

Results  

BSCC Autocross No. 4 

 
Sun, 15 Jul 12 

Family Arena, St Charles 

“Targa De Soto” (in reference to the town south of here, not the 
former Chrysler product).  Mark’s also still working up a Veter-
ans’ Day drive/fundraiser for early November, open to all LBCs 
and sports cars in St Louis; he noted the Wounded Warrior 
Foundation will get 83% of every donated dollar from the event.  

   Creig chimed in and asked about preparations for the annual 
Christmas party.  In response, Joe stated we had reservations 
for the first Saturday (1 December) at the Missouri Athletic 
Club, West Clubhouse.  It came up that the Gateway Healey 
Association  usually holds its Christmas party on a Saturday in 
December (NOTE: right now GHA’s tentatively setting 8 De-
cember as their party date) so Joe said he’d check and see 
about moving our party to a Friday night.  More to follow… 

   AND, concerning the planned third drive, Dave Massey said 
he’d heard from our friends at Dreamland Palace, the German 
restaurant in Foster Pond, IL.  A few members did a pop-up 
drive and dinner right after Thanksgiving last year, set up by 
Joe Guenther (see the January 2012 Exhaust Notes) and had 
a great time.  The membership agreed it’d provide another 
good opportunity for a late-year drive, Joe said he’d work it up.   

Meeting Notes (Continued from page 5)    Finally, Dave mentioned the Annual St Louis Scottish 
Games, scheduled for 28-29 September in Forest Park.  As a 
friendly reminder, any driver who shows up in a Brit car on the 
29th gets free admission to the games, passengers will still 
have to pay ($15 adult/$5 kids 5-16).  And yes, Dave will play 
the bagpipes during the proceedings.   

   With a final confirmation that Kathy and Chris Kresser would 
host the 21 August meeting (last one before ABCCS!), Prez 
Tony rang down the curtain at 8:30 PM.    

World’s Fastest GT6 

   On 15 August 2011 at the Bonneville salt flats, Keith Copeland and 
Black Rock Racing took their somewhat modified1971 GT6 to a new 
modified sports car record of 305.596 mph.  Above and beyond the obvi-
ous bodywork modifications including a 5-inch chop job on the roof, the 
car’s equipped with a 360 ci V8 and is front-wheel-drive.  The wheelbase 
is now 130 inches.  The engine has a Brodix block and heads with twin 
turbochargers and ice water intercooling, boost is set at about 16 psi.  Jim 
Cooke did the design with Nicomia of Arizona handling the fabrication.  

   The car caught fire on the “down” or first run, apparently the result of oil 
spraying around the engine bay or onto the transaxle.  Fortunately, the 
fire extinguisher worked as advertised, the team did some work and was 
able to complete the required “return” run.   

   BTW, in taking the record the GT6 thumped its competitor in class C/
BFMS (engine class “C”/Blown Fuel Modified Sports), a Ferrari Enzo.  
The Ferrari set the previous standard at 237.871 mph in 2010.   

YouTube links: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYthFBdcptk and 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8OE6L4LKfc.  Sources: http://
sideways-technologies.co.uk/forums, myrideisme.com.  
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TR Tech 

Need an alignment?  

   The following came in on the SLTOA Triumphs email group 
in response to a recent request for sources for TR6 alignment 
help:  

   The Firestone on 40 in Lake St Louis ( ) has a floor-level 
drive-on lift just for cars with little clearance, but do bring your 
own shims so they can do the rear as well—Tony Panchot 

   I recently had my ‘80 Spitfire at B&R Auto Service in Hills-
boro (636)789-2623, just south of city center.  His alignment 
machine had the data for my Spitfire and he adjusted the toe-
in, which was way off, and checked the camber, which was 
spot-on.   

   I suspect he can do the TR6 but I know not for sure.  He has 
no source for parts, so if you need spacer shims for camber, 
you will have to provide them.  But, they are easy to make, as 
I’m sure you know.  Use my name and tell him I am the guy 
with the blue Spitfire—Karl Schmitt 

   I took my TR6 to Robyn-Lee Frame & Body, 9532 Lackland 

Rd, Overland (314)429-5577.  They worked on it before I re-
built the suspension and were able to bring a very out-of-
alignment suspension back into toe.  They also took care of it 
after the rebuild.  Both occasions, afterwards, the car ran 
straight and true—Steve Moore 

Removal of stuck brake caliper pistons with a grease gun! 

   I recently had the need to service a set of Girling brake calipers, original to my ‘80 Spitfire, which 
would not retract to clear the rotor when I removed my foot from the brake pedal. A fter removing the 
calipers from the car, I pulled the seals and lubricated the pistons inside and out with motor oil.  I 
then forced the pistons back with heavy c-clamps and applied compressed air to the inlet port, but 
the pistons would not move. 

   Recalling that I had read about using a hand lever-operated grease 
gun, which can develop significant pressure to force out stuck pistons, 
I decided to give it a try.  To accomplish this, I took a 5/16”-24 NF bolt, 
which fit the inlet port, chucked it in my lathe, drilled it thru and tapped 
it for and installed a standard grease fitting.  This I screwed into the 
inlet port, connected the grease gun and pumped in grease while vent-
ing the caliper.  When it got hard, I grunted and leaned hard on the 
lever until a piston started to move out. 

   Now I had to block the pistons so that I could control 
the piston movement some what evenly ,as I did not 
want one to pop out much before the other.  Shade tree mechanics here, as I used a 
piece of ½’ plywood to mimic the rotor and several carpenters tapered shims to fill the 
gaps.  As I pumped in the grease I removed the shims, controlling the movement and 
eventually the plywood until one popped 
out.  Then with a pair of large screwdriv-
ers, I pried out the second piston. 

    

   The calipers were an easy clean as the oil inserted at first prevented the grease from 
sticking, so all it took was a bit of solvent, a brush and some compressed air.  As for 
the pistons, which appear to be chrome plated, a wire brush cleaned them up and mine 
were in excellent condition.  A bit of caution here as the shop manual says to replace 
the piston in the original bore. which is perhaps not a bad idea.  But mine measured of 
identical size and I am sure that the new pistons one can buy would be of a similar 
size. A s for reassembly, purchase a seal kit but be forewarned that the pistons require 
significant force to start them in over the rectangular seal.  Lube the seals well and 
carefully start the pistons in the bore, straight and true, pushing them in with pry bars 
and or large screwdrivers. 

   As for my cores they were surplus to my needs as I had another set on hand, so on e
-Bay they went.  But, rebuild your own if you can, for a new set of Girlings are quite 
expensive, and that is if you can find them. 

                  - Karl Schmitt, SLTOA 

More Tech: Three-car garage?  Sure, no problem... 



 

8 

SLTOA’s on Facebook! 

Www.facebook.com/home.php?

sk=group_134416839926824&ap=1 

Negative Camber 

By the Editor 

spections required of modern cars—even though the number 
of cars over 30 years old in regular use is so low that their im-
pact on air quality is nil. 

   That's the leading edge of the spear. Rigmarole such as the 
above can be a hassle—but at least, it can still be dealt with. 
Most old car hobbyists are fastidious about maintenance—and 
keeping their cars up to specification is already par for the 
course. 

   But there's the rub: "... up to specifications." 

   What happens when laws are passed requiring older cars to 
meet current safety and/or emissions specifications? 

   You know the answer. It will be the end of the road. Old cars 
will become true museum pieces.  We will no longer be able to 
operate them on public roads—unless you're rich enough to 
retrofit your car into compliance.  At the very least, I expect the 
government to pass a law requiring that every motor vehicle be 
fitted with a GPS transponder.  Progressive Insurance is al-
ready pushing for it—voluntarily, of course. 

   For the moment. 

   Don't doubt it—the day is coming when it will no longer be 
voluntary.  The "safety" lobby and environmental fanatics will 
demand it.  Government will be happy to oblige. It wants infor-
mation, in real time—all the time. 

   And most of all, it wants control. 

   Your movements will be kept track of, the information stored 
in computer banks and cross-referenced against other bits of 
data to aid the state in properly profiling you.  It is already hap-
pening.  To expect that it will not happen to cars is wishful 
thinking. 

   The technology exists to erect the "intelligent highway”—one 
where transponders in your vehicle communicate in real time 
with satellites overhead and receiver/transmitters posted along 
the side of the road. It is possible to make driving any faster 
than whatever the speed limit is impossible simply by sending 
a set of instructions to your car's computer.  And if a cop wants 
to stop you, he'll be able to shut you down at the touch of a 
button—literally.  GM's OnStar system already has this capabil-
ity—and it has been used.  So far, only against car-jackers and 
other deserving parties. But that's just the opening chorus of 
the opera.  Any old car that can't be monitored, that isn't sub-
ject to immediate control, will be outlawed. 

   Preventing you from doing a burnout is only the beginning. 

 

Eric Peters is an automotive columnist and author of Automo-
tive Atrocities: The Cars You Love to Hate (Motor Books Inter-
national) and a new book, Road Hogs. 

 

Ed Note: This is the second of two columns about the possible 
future of driving in this country.  The following opinion piece 
appeared in The American Spectator in April.   

 

 

Freedom Is a Smokey  

Burnout 

By Eric Peters  

How long before it becomes a crime 

to drive a pre-computer vehicle? 

   I take comfort in the fact that I can 
still drive old cars instead of new ones.  
I don't have to have six air bags, sta-

bility control, back-up cameras or OnStar.  If I like, I can use an 
old F100 pick-up as my daily driver.  Or enjoy the computer-
free rowdiness of my ancient muscle car.  I do not want all the 
stuff that today's (and surely, tomorrow's) vehicles are fitted 
with, by order of D.C.  I don't feel the need.  It's expensive, 
often absurdly complex—and a lot of it is simply overbearing.  I 
don't like being assaulted by a "belt minder" buzzer if I choose 
not to wear my seat belt.  I don't have any use for a back-up 
camera (never having run over a child).  And most of all, I like 
being able to squeal the tires without being countermanded by 
an electronic Mrs. Doubtfire.  I definitely do not want a vehicle 
fitted with any sort of data recording device or GPS trans-
ponder -- which pretty much all new cars now have. 

   If I'm signing the check, I'll do what I like with the damn thing. 

   But I fear this window is closing.  At some point, probably 
within the next five years if not sooner—older, pre-computer 
vehicles will be forcibly decommissioned. It will become a 
crime to use them for anything other than "parade" or "cruise" 
events—strictly monitored and enforced. It will be done in the 
name of the environment—or safety. 

   Maybe both. 

Several states have passed laws making it much harder to 
register and drive an older vehicle on public roads.  In my 
home state of Virginia, for instance, the police have the author-
ity to conduct roadside "inspections" of any vehicle wearing 
antique plates.  If, in the opinion of the cop—who is a cop and 
not a mechanic—the vehicle does not meet either safety or 
emissions requirements, he may physically seize the car's 
plates and registration on the spot—and have the vehicle im-
pounded. It's then up to you to prove your car has not been 
unlawfully modified (just as it's up to you to disprove whatever 
charges are filed against you by the IRS). 

   Other states have repealed laws that once exempted antique 
vehicles more than 25 or 30 years old from the emissions in-

Welcome New Member! 

Iggy Yuan 
Kirkwood, MO 

1974 TR6  
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SLTOA Classifieds 

68 Spitfire Mk3 – Project car, 

in Effingham; motor not locked 
up, radiator has moisture in it.  A 
mechanic friend of mine said he 
could get it running in less than 
two days.  I need to get rid of it 
and hate to see this classic 
crushed.  $400, call (217)848-9763 (Craigslist) (1208) 

71 TR6—As seen at the 2011 

ABCCS, outstanding condition, 
$12,500 firm. New aluminum radia-
tor, new water pump, thermostat, 
switched to 13-blade fan. Call Julie 
Madsen (314)494-7054 (1110)  

72 TR6 – Ongoing driving project car with new dash and crash 

pads.  New rubber, carpet and interior panels in the box and 
ready to install.  67K miles, $7900, Freeport, IL (AutoTrader 
Classics No. 754150) (1206) 

74 Spitfire MkIV – Rare Spitfire, good 

project car, good motor and transmis-
sion.  Laid off, need to sell, call (618)580-
8356 or (618)410-8145 (Craigslist) 
(1108) 

76 TR6—Project or parts car, $2800.  

Was going to fix it up but I don’t have time for the project, call 
either (636)937-1370 or (636)208-3825 for details, can send 
photos (Craigslist) (1207) 

76 TR7—Coupe/DHC, green “Victory Edition,” with extra en-

gine and gearbox, other parts. Pretty much completely rebuilt 
but has been sitting for a while, no longer have the room and 
want to find the car a good home. $150, Steve Vohsen (314)
620-5206 or stevevohsen@hotmail.com (1205)  

76 TR7—Coupe/DHC, blue, 

has only 46,998 miles.  Some 
surface rust on the suspension 
pieces and one tiny spot of 
surface rust on the rear tail 
panel.  Probably needs new tie 
rod ends, buyer will also get 

boxes and boxes of TR7 parts I’ve accumulated along with 
repair manual.  In Chesterfield, $4500 cash, (314)308-1810 
(Craigslist) (1207)  

79 Spitfire 1500 – Over $6,000 invested, $4,000 firm.  New 

top, alloy wheels, new tires, killer brakes, 3.63:1 rear gear, 
header, HS4 carbs + more.  Call (636)734-3937, ask for Craig 
(1208).  

79 TR7 – Good running engine, 

good five-speed, overall a solid 
car, $650.  Call Al, Lemay Ferry 
(314)737-1575 (Craigslist) (1108) 

80 Spitfire 1500 – 5685 miles, 

100% original, paint glossy and 
showroom new, car garaged and covered from day one.  
Dealer-installed options include wood steering wheel, wood 
gearshift knob, chrome luggage rack, coco floor mats, pin 

stripes, undercoating and AM/FM cassette.  In Clayton, 
$18,500, call (314)725-0917 (Craigslist) (1207) 

80 TR7 – Has V6 GM engine (Buick?) 

and transmission, can hear it run, good 
project car.  Union, MO, $900, call (636)
744-2880 (Craigslist) (1208) 

80 TR7 – 67,400 miles, has 3.8 Buick 

V6 w/350 AT, 3.96 
rear end, Edelbrock 
intake w/ 650 CFM 
Edelbrock carb, cus-
tom aluminum cross-
flow radiator.  Custom 
front end, custom rear 
bumper, seats reup-
holstered, new door 

panels.  Speedometer quit working about four months ago, 
some blemishes, brakes need work.  Consider trade for car of 
equal value for my son, who is going to college next year.  
$6600 OBO, Little Rock, AR (501)590-8836 (Hemmings) 
(1208) 

For Sale – Two TR7/TR8 convertible rolling chassis (no mo-

tor/trans) your choice, $500.  Located in Jerseyville, IL (636)
734-3937, ask for Craig. 

For Sale—72-80 Spitfire MkIV/1500 parts, large assort-

ment included 2 transmissions, bumpers (front and rear), 
doors, windshields and window glass, 1 full hood with fenders/
lights/brackets, box of electrical parts (speedometers, gauges, 
turn signals, etc). Contact K Tibbs for details, 
tibbsk@yahoo.com (1112).  

For Sale – 28 British car project and parts cars.  No 

longer in the parts business, am trying to ride myself of the 
remaining parts and cars including eight Triumph TR6s and 
Spitfires.  I want to sell the whole cars, not parts off them 
unless you come over here and pull them.  On the complete 
cars, no parts will be removed; on the parts cars, no part over 
$25 except for engines, transmissions, rear diffs and attach-
ments that are drivetrain related, but that stuff will go cheap 
too.  Some cars are destined for the crusher, few have titles.  
Joe Blackwood, Kearney, MO (NE of KCMO) (816)520-2433 
(VTR Classifieds) (1208) 

For Sale—Two air (Crossland No. 855) and one oil 

(Crossland 676) filters for the TR6.  I would also love to sell 
several items for a TR3A because we’re moving to Florida: 
spare tire on narrow rim, made for trunk; heater core; hub caps 
in VG condition with rims; gas tank sender; oil, speedometer, 
temp, electric gauges; starter button; original oil filter container; 
plus a few other items. Best offer for all, Rick Greaves, Jersey-
ville, IL (618)639-4978 (1205)  

WANTED! 
  For a photo session, need the following: cloth helmet with 
goggles (two sets are better), two dusters (the long coats, not 
the semi-legendary Plymouths), at least one Triumph and two 
Triumph drivers/owners.  Guaranteed, no laws will be broken; 
contact the editor for details at rangermk@sbcglobal.net or 
sltoaed@gmail.com.   
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting  

Tues  21 Aug 12 
 

Kathy & Chris Kresser’s 

114 Maple Lane 

Ballwin, MO 63011 

(636)394-3012 
 

Show after 5:30-6 PM or 
thereabouts, meeting at some 

point, BRING FOOD! 

And Finally…. 

   Your Fthfl Ed was all set to 
do up one of his periodic “weird 
Triumph” drawings, this time 
depicting a land speed record 
TR of some variety.  

   Well, take a look at the right: 
that’s a land speed record 
GT6, capable of 300+ MPH at 
Bonneville.  

   Details on pg. 7.  

Photo: Myrideisme.com  

One month to go! 

31st Annual St Louis 

All-British Car & 

Cycle Show 
Sat, 15 Sept 2012 

 

 Parking lot party Friday night at the Red Roof Inn/Westport, hosted by All British Car Repair. 

 Featured marque/models are the Triumph Spitfire and GT6 with special parking.   

 Total of 30 classes this year including separate classes for the TR7 and TR8.  Diamond in the 

Rough Award, Chairman’s Choice. 

 Online registration now up and operating at www.allbritishcarshow.com/.  Early registration 

closes 15 August.  


