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Exhaust Notes 
Newsletter of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

     Www.SLTOA.org    Vol 13, Issue 9    September 2011 

It’s that time again... 

   Chris and Kathy Kresser re-
ceive the 2011 Best of Show 
Award at the National Triumph 
Register of America Meet in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana.  His 1959 
TR3A received 99.2 on a scale 
of 100. Nice job, Chris! 

 (You can read the details on the 
Best of Show Award and TRA ‗11 
in last month‘s Exhaust Notes) 

    Some people might think the president of a 
club ought to be the person right in the middle of 
everything, making lists and ensuring everything 
works smoothly.  Sorry everyone, I‘m not that 
guy.   Perhaps whoever we vote in next March 
will fill those shoes.   

   For me, I‘m sitting on the side watching an awe-
some team work.  Right now our big effort is the 
vending for the All British Car Show (http://
allbritishcarshow.com/default.aspx).  Joe Mueller 
is overseeing the organization of the whole event, 
sort of.  He already knows he has Karl Schmitt 
doing most of the food and beverage purchas-
ing.  Karl has kept track of the volume we have 
ordered in years past, so he has a very close 
idea of what we will need.  At our last meeting the 
club decided to buy a gas grill.  Karl has made 
that purchase and will have it at the show.  We 
have others bringing ice, water, coolers etc.   

   On Saturday (day of the show) we will need 
volunteers to be early, mid-day, and later.  We 
have always had great volunteers, and I think 
we‘ll have the same again this year.  On that 
note, anyone handling food, please follow Joe 
Mueller‘s instructions and lead very closely (we 
want to do everything we can to provide clean 
healthy service.)  With a full team effort, we‘ll 
bring it all together on Saturday September 17th.   

   So, with that goal in mind, our next meeting will 
be one week early so we can finalize any last 
details.  We‘ll meet on Tuesday, September 13th, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Calendar 

 

9-11 Sept 2011—Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival XXVI 
at Road America, WI, sponsored by the VSCDA.  Special 

40th
 anniversary Trans-Am 2.5 Challenge, information at 

www.vscda.org.  

10 Sept 2011—British Invasion 
at Imo’s Pizza & Ice Cream, 95951 

Winghaven Blvd, O‘Fallon, MO.  Spon-
sored by the MG Club of St Louis; 
meet at 6 PM, bring chairs and be 
ready to display your car, tons of park-

ing available.  Info at www.stlouismgclub.com, let‘s get a big 
LBC turnout!   

10 Sept 2011—14
th

 Annual Donald M. Healey Memo-
rial Rally, North Aurora, IL, sponsored by the Austin Healey 

Club of American in association with British Car Union.   Meet 
at Tinseltown Theater, 320 S Lincoln Way/IL 31 in North 
Aurora, 11:30 AM; end point is the Blackberry Inn, Elburn, IL, 
around 4 PM.  Information: Bill Cantrall (630)969-4595/
cantrall@wsrcresearch.com and www.britishcarunion.com/
DMH_rally.html.  

11 Sept 2011—25
th 

Anniversary Chicagoland British 
Car Festival, Oakton Community College-Des Plaines Cam-

pus, IL, hosted by British Car Union.  Event held in conjunction 
with the Donald M. Healey Rally.  Info at 
www.britishcarunion.com/.  

11 Sept 2011—15th
 Annual Walter F. Philips Memorial 

Old Cars Against Cancer/Wheels in Motion Day, 
Westport Plaza.  For more details contact Elliott at (314)878-
0534 or Al at (314)650-7639.  

15-18 Sept 2011—Triumphest 
2011, Big Bear Lake, CA.  Join us for 

the annual west coast Triumph gath-
ering in the mountains above Los An-
geles.  This is the 35th

 year of the 
event, host club is the Triumph Regis-
ter of California.  All the traditional 
events – Funcours, autocross, funk-
hana, LeMans start, hospitality party, 
photo and model contest, awards ban-
quet plus a scenic boat ride on Big Bear Lake late Thursday. 
For more information, contact Bob Muzio (818)703-1846/
tr_jag@yahoo.com, web page www.triumphest2011.com.  

16 Sept 2011—2011 Goodwood Revival, Goodwood 

House, Chichester, West Sussex. Historic cars driven in a se-
ries of celebrity and sports car races by luminaries such as 
Derek Bell, Richard Attwood, Brian Redman, Desire Wilson, 
Jackie Oliver, Vern Shuppan and Arturo Merzario, participation 
by Sir Stirling Moss and Sir Jackie Stewart.  Details at 
www.goodwood.co.uk/revival/welcome.aspx.  

17 Sept 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-11:00 AM, 

Starbucks at 9616 Manchester, Rock Hill Plaza.  

18 Sept 2011—Greater Midwest 33rd
 Annual Automo-

tive Swap Meet & Car Show, Queeny Park, St Louis, 

sponsored by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri. For 
vendor information contact Elliott (314)727-1170 days or (314)
878-0534; for car show entries, call Carl at cell (314)808-7838.  

18 Sept 2011 – St Louis SCCA Solo #8, Family Arena, St 

Charles.  Info: www.stlsolo.org.  

22-25 Sept 2011—TRials, sponsored by 6-Pack, in historic 

Galena, IL. Meet hotel is the Ramada Galena, events include 
Thursday evening welcome party, general membership meet-
ing on Friday, scenic drives, pub crawl/poker run Friday night, 
gimmick rally to Mississippi Palisades State Park, concours 
and popular choice car show down-town on Saturday and 
awards banquet that evening.  Information at http://6-
pack.org/2011Trials/.  

24 Sept 2011—Military Apprecia-
tion Day/Vehicle Show at the Mu-
seum of Transportation, in associa-

tion with a fundraiser for Marine CPL 
Justin McLoud, 10 AM-3 PM.  MOT, 
2967 Barrett Station Rd, Kirkwood.  

23-24 Sept 2011—10th
 Annual Brits in 

the Ozarks All-British Car & Cycle 
Show, sponsored by the British Iron Touring 

Club of Northwest Arkansas with assistance 
from the British Motoring Club of Arkansas, 
Greater Ozarks British Motoring Club and 
Jaguar Club of Tulsa. 10 AM to 3 PM at Agri 
Park, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. Details at 
www.britishironnwa.org/show11.html.  

24-25 Sept 2011—21st
 Texas All-British Car Day, Old 

Settlers Park, Round Rock, TX. The largest all-British car show 
in Central Texas, includes hospitality suite, fun rally, dinner and 
car show at the park, benefits two charities.  More information 
at www.prismnet.com/~embee/txabcd/index.html.  

30 Sept-1 Oct 2011—Annual Memphis Euro-Fest. 
Marking the 75th

 anniversary of Jaguar and the 50th anniversary 
of the XKE, centerpiece will be a 1937 SS100.  Social event 
Friday night, show takes place Saturday on the grounds of 
Youth Villages. Info: www.memphisbritishcars.org/
eurofest.htm.  

1 Oct 2011—Battle of Bourbon.   See pg 4. 

1 Oct 2011—Fall Out 2011, in Winona Lake, IN.  

Sponsored by the Northern Indiana Lakes British Motor 
Club.  Get out and enjoy the fall colors in an artisan village 

13 Sept 2011 – SLTOA monthly meeting, 
ONE WEEK EARLY in preparation for 
ABCCS.  SLTOA Triumph Hobby Shop/Garage, 
on MO 30/Gravois Rd, show after 6 PM, meet-
ing at 7 PM…usually…sort of.  

16 Sept 2011—Annual Welcome BBQ for the StL 
ABCCS, hosted by All British Car Repair at the Red Roof 

Inn, Westport.  

17 Sept 2011—30th Anniversary St Louis All British 
Car & Cycle Show, the legendary event at Creve Coeur 

Lake Park, hosted by the St Louis MG Club with SLTOA han-
dling the food concession.  See pg 3.  
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along a canal in Northeast Indiana‘s Lake Region.  Information 
at www.nilbmc.org.  

7-8 Oct 2011—Nashville British Car Club Show, at 

Nashville‗s acclaimed Centennial Park and Parthenon. The 
Jaguar E-Type is the featured marquee. Friday evening recep-
tion party for the show participants. Pre-register to save 
money, to help establish the car classes and qualify for a 
u n i q u e  d o o r  p r i z e .  G e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t 
www.nashvilllebritishcarclub.org.  

7-9 Oct 2011—Thunder on 
the Cimarron IX, Hallett Motor 

Racing Circuit, Jennings, OK.  
Sponsored by Corinthian Vintage 
A u t o  R a c i n g ,  i n f o  a t 
www.ha l le t t rac ing .net  and 
www.corinthianvintagerace.com.  

8 Oct 2011—Jaguar Association of 
Greater St Louis E-Type Celebra-
tion at the Kemp Auto Museum, 

16955 Chesterfield Airport Rd, Chester-
field. Celebrating 50 years of the incredi-
ble E-type, hopefully we‗ll get the largest 
turnout of XKEs in the country. Informa-
tion: Phil Taxman (314)290-5913 or 

www.jcna.com/clubs/events.php?club=sc20&Vref=sc20.  

9 Oct 2011 – St Louis SCCA Solo #9, Family Arena, St 

Charles.  Info: www.stlsolo.org.  

9 Oct 2011—Brits at the Parthenon All British Car 
Show, sponsored by the Nashville British Car Club.  The Jag-

uar E-Type is the featured marque, event includes reception 
party on Friday night and the show, with registration 8-10 AM 
on Saturday, awards at 3 PM and post-show dinner at Cal-
houn‘s on White Bridge Road at 6:30 PM.  Details and pre-
registration at http://nashvillebritishcarclub.org.  

16 Oct 2011—1st
 Annual Sunflower Rallye, sponsored 

by the Lawrence (KS) All British Car Club. Open to pre-1975 
European makes, others approved case-by-case, will start and 
finish in Lawrence. For more information, email sunflowerral-
lye@gmail.com.     

18 Oct 2011—SLTOA monthly meeting.  

22 Oct 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-11:00 AM, 
Starbucks at 9616 Manchester, Rock Hill Plaza. 

29 Oct 2011- Annual 
MG Club of St Louis 
Halloween Rally & 
Party, time and location 

TBD, party afterwards at 
the home of John and 
Carol Mangles, 31 Can-
yon Ct, St Charles, MO.  
Rally organized by Mike 

and Stef Barnes, afterwards we‘ll meet for a bonfire and pot-
luck.   Info at www.stlouismgclub.com/events.aspx, for the 
party please RSVP to John and Carol by 20 October, (636 

6 Nov 2011—Abingdon Trials Endurance Rally, St 

Louis.  Details to follow.   

15 Nov 2011—SLTOA monthly meeting.  

 

30th Anniversary  

St Louis All British Car & Cycle Show 

Friday 16 Sept @ 6 PM—Parking Lot Party at      

the Westport Red Roof Inn, hosted by All British Car 
Repair 

Saturday 17 Sept— Set-up at 8 AM, show opens at 

9 AM with registration through noon.  Swap meet from 
9-2:30, awards at 3 PM.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Triumph classes (as of 23 August):  

P—TR2/3A/4/250  Q—TR6 1969-1973 

R—TR6 1974-1976  S—TR7 

T—TR8   U—Spit early/GT6 

V—Spitfire late 

Photo courtesy of Tyee Triumph Club 
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   Come one, come all to the 2011 Battle of Bourbon at the 
Parentin farmhouse in Bourbon, Missouri! 

   Meet us at the farmhouse when you can on Saturday (see 
map and directions below), or meet at 10:00 AM at the On-the-
Run gas station just off the Bourbon exit to caravan down to 
the farmhouse. 

   Everyone is invited to bring any variety of gun to shoot on our 
property, which has a great field for shooting.  A family friend 
has a large selection of guns on hand that he will let people 
shoot, too.  To use those guns, we ask that you help off-set the 
cost of ammunition when you arrive. 

   But it won't be all shooting guns!  We will have food and fish-
ing, too! We have a beautiful lake on our property and a few 
boats you can use to fish.  We will also have some hot dogs 
and the basic food fixings.  We ask that everyone bring some 
food to share to make it a great party!  Please bring your own 
drinks, too (there is a grocery store at the Bourbon exit, if you 
want to buy something there). 

   If you think you may come, please give Mel and Gail a ring at 
(314)961-8567; our cell phone number is (314)604-7059.  Al-
though, cell phones may not have great reception down at the 
farmhouse, so let us know before Saturday. 

   See you at the 2011 Battle of Bourbon!   

SLTOA Event: The Battle of Bourbon 
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Andrew – Outstanding!!  I'm fwd'ing to the newsletter editor now....The 5 was a transitional model between the 4s and the 6s, I 
think it was called a 250 over here.  Creig, can you clarify on the relationship between the 5s and the 250s? – Craig 
  

   Yes.  In the US, the transition between the TR4 and the TR6 was called the TR250.  It was the same TR4 with 2.5L 6-cylinder 
engine, but we got the detuned cam with two Stromberg carburetors.   As far as I have heard, everywhere else it is the TR5 with PI 
and a hotter cam making about 150 HP instead of just over 100 for the US version.   Funny, we didn‘t put a different moniker on 
the TR6.  Perhaps we should have called it the TR6 minus since we didn‘t get the full PI package – Creig  

  

   Although I pride myself on my encyclopedic knowledge of cars from the 50s and 60s, it tends to spread over many marques, 
many models and many countries and sometimes I miss a detail.  I never knew that they fitted a 2.5 PI engine into a TR5.  Every 
day we learn something! – Andrew 

 

    I rather wish I'd had one in mine.  Creig, what're the chances of getting one in the UK (PI, that is) and the 2.5 L engine and ship-
ping it over here and installing it???   Wouldn't that make for a great club project??!! – Craig  

   If you were thinking of buying a PI engine I have traced a place in the UK that might help. They are Rimmer Bros Tel 0044 1522 
568000 or e mail sales@rimmerbros.co.uk – Andrew  

 

   Rimmer Bros;  for some reason, that name is familiar.  Creig, what do you think?  A PI engine with 50% more BHP...Hmmm..... (I 
suppose the extra strain might be hard on the running gear...??) – Craig 

   On the left of picture number 28 you will see me, notebook in hand, interviewing one of the Triumph owners in my best Belgian 
French.  I almost look like a real reporter? – Andrew 

 

Andrew , you look like you have a lot of credibility – Craig  

TR5 (Continued from page 10) 

Afterword:  As indicated above, the TR5 was a transitional model for Triumph, 
produced in Coventry between August 1967 and September 1968 to bridge the 
gap between the TR4/4A and the TR6.  The 2.5 litre fuel-injected (―petrol in-
jected‖ in British parlance) engine gave the car a 0 to 50 speed of 6.5 seconds 
with a top speed slightly north of 125 mph.   Standard equipment included front 
discs, IRS, rack and pinion steering and a four-speed.  The options included 
overdrive, wire wheels and the ―surrey top‖ with detachable forward panel, seen 
in one of Andrew‘s photos.  

   Triumph only built 2947 TR5s.  The carbureted TR250 for the Colonies proved 
more numerous, with 8484 built.  It didn‘t receive the 
fuel injected engine due to price and concerns over 
meeting US emissions regulations.   A new TR250 in 
1968 cost about $3400; the options included wire 
wheels, overdrive and air conditioning (!).  Finding a 
good one now is a tad more pricey… 

   Finally, if interested, you can call up the Rimmer 
Brothers web page at www.rimmerbros.co.uk.  
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    In and around the requisite tire-kicking/engine-bay-gazing, 
the arrival of pizza constituted the first order of business, or at 
the least resulted in a stampede to the table in front of the Tri-
umph Hobby Shop.  The pizza must‘ve been good because 
when someone noted Joe‘s Spitfire leaking some sort of fluid, 
only Joe and a couple of other members responded.   

   In any event, we had four of the major food groups covered 
(pizza, beer and fruit salad, provided by Bonnie David…
followed by the timely arrival of the ice cream truck) so when 
Bella – duly authorized by President Houghtaling – blew the 
presidential air horn at 8:08, near everyone was ready to start 
the business portion of the evening.  Prez Creig rounded up 
the few remaining stragglers with his light saber (ie, the shop 
light), and away we went with assorted cries of ―The Schwartz!  
The Schwartz!‖ 

   First up, Don‘s treasurer‘s report: ―We have money in the 
bank!‖ ($2654.49, to be exact).  Extra income from the pizza 
sale went immediately to treasurer Don.   

   Next, major business as John ―The MG Doctor‖ Mangles 
gave an update on the preps for the All British Car & Cycle 
Show.  As of the meeting 72 owners/cars were signed up; John 
mentioned that immediately prior to last year‘s show, they had 
100 cars registered, so things looked equally good and on 
track for this year‘s event, the organizers are just looking for 
several more cars.  He reminded everyone that through 20 
August, the first 80 pre-registrants get a free ABCCS ball cap.   

   As of the time of John‘s presentation, the Triumphs totaled as 
follows: one TR2/3; two TR4/250s; five TR6s early; two TR6s 
late; three TR7s; two TR8s; two early Spitfires; and two late 
Spits.  As a reminder, each model needs three examples in 
order to qualify for an individual judging class; John specifically 
noted a requirement for more Spits which resulted in a fair 
amount of conversation among the assembled multitude, con-
cerning efforts to get members of the North American Spitfire 

Squadron to make the trip to Creve Coeur Lake Park and par-
ticipate.  

   John also reminded everyone that the public like to see the 
cars in different stages of completion/restoration/etc, and no one 
should sit out the show because their car isn‘t concours level.   
John Lamberg seconded that comment: ―Just because your car 
isn‘t trophy condition, doesn‘t mean you can‘t participate.‖  John 
Mangles followed with, ―This isn‘t Pebble Beach; these cars are 
driven.‖  After reminding everyone of Friday night‘s parking lot 
party at the Westport Red Roof Inn, The Doc adjourned to sign 
up a couple of more Triumphs for the event.  

    ABCCS preps continued to dominate the proceedings, with 
discussion on food and equipment purchases and planning.  
Members volunteered to provide/donate additional propane 
tanks for the grills along with others supplies  and the club voted 
unanimously to purchase a new grill, to augment the device 
SLTOA already has access to.  Joe Guenther will monitor food 
handling and preparation and while the set-up time for club 
members is between 8 and 9 AM, Karl promised to have coffee 
going at 7:30 for the early risers.  

   In association with the pending ABCCS, the club voted to 
move September‘s meeting up one week, to Tuesday, 13 Sep-
tember.  Same location, the Triumph Hobby Shop/Garage, with 
a show time of 6 PM.  Two members issued a complaint from 
the floor, stating they‘d arrived at tonight‘s meeting at 5:30 and 
no one was around (Ed note: My screw-up; I posted the wrong 
start time in the August Exhaust Notes).  Someone responded 
that el Presidente – who recently made a trip to Aruba – was still 
on island time, ie, on the beach, looking at the water.  Someone 
else came back with a suggested alternative: lots of waterfront/
beachfront property, available at Times Beach here locally.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Meeting Notes—16 August 2011 

So where’s 

the pizza?  
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Pebble Beach 2011 

   Speaking of Pebble Beach (see this month‘s meeting minutes), 
here‘s this year‘s ―Best of Show,‖ Peter Mullin‘s 1934 Voison C-25 
Aerodyne.   

   LBC/BBCs which won trophies included a 1929 Rolls-Royce Phan-
tom I Murphy Convertible Coupe (Class H-2 Rolls-Royce); a 1929 
Bentley Speed Six Gurney Nutting Fixed-Head Coupe (Class J-1 Euro-
pean Classic, 1925-1931 and Road & Track Trophy; also nominated 
for Best of Show); a 1932 Rolls-Royce 20/25 Graber Cabriolet (Lucius 
Beebe Trophy); and a 1907 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost Barker Seven 
Passenger Tourer (Montagu of Beaulieu Trophy).   

   A 1954 Jaguar XK-120M Roadster placed second in the Postwar 
Preservation Class; another Jag, a 1960 E2A racer, placed third in 
Class O-1 Postwar Sports Open; and a 1937 Frazer Nash-BMW 328 
finished 2nd in L-1 Prewar Preservation (Voison photo by Rick Wait, 
Jaguar photo via Sports Car Digest).  

   After a quick review of upcoming events, the membership discussed the acquisition of 
ABCCS-related t-shirts, bearing the ABCCS logo.  John Mangles advised contacting the show 
organizers at the MG Club of St Louis for permission.  The intent is to acquire 50 t-shirts – 25 
each short and long-sleeve – for sale at the show, hopefully bearing the ABCCS emblem.  If 
we can‘t get permission from MGCStL, we‘ll look at creating an alternate logo of some sort.  
One member offered up, ―Triumphs rule, MGs drool;‖ another member responded with ―How 
‗bout a TR6 up on blocks?‖  Pending approval, the club will move ahead with ordering the 
shirts, ash color.   

   Next came a brief, to-the-point discussion on aftermarket exhausts for Triumphs, driven (so 
to speak) by one member‘s recent experience with an aftermarket system on his car.  Noted 
one sage, ―Nothing inside that muffler except for rust!‖  Response: ―Yeah, but all that gets 
blown out when you drive the car.‖  Response: ―Not if you run enough oil through your exhaust 
system.‖  Closing argument: ―Thus speaks the expert!‖  

   Following a final discussion/debate on the charge for cans of soda at the ABCCS – the club 
settled on $1 per can – and last round of Q&A, we made arrangements to bring the club ban-
ners and called it a night.  The meeting concluded at 9:05 PM.   

Meeting Notes (Continued from page 6) 

again at St. Louis Triumph Hobby Shop in Fenton.   We‘ll order 
pizza and cover it with donations from attendees; perhaps this 
time we can order some salad to go with the pizza.  We‘ll 
see.  Naturally, bring your beverage of choice and drive your 
favorite car.  This is an intimate location to show and share 
with others.  Remember, if you haven‘t registered your car yet 
for the British Car Show, go on line today and register.   We 
need more Triumphs showing!!!  Our next major event will be 
the Christmas party, which will be at the Feasting Fox; then we 
will have to be thinking about the Polar Bear Run.   

   But, before all that, Mel and Gail Parentin have invited us out 
to their farm in Bourbon, MO. for a shooting party on Saturday, 
October 1st.  They have some property with a very long hill side 
perfect for setting up targets at every range from relatively 
close to very far away.  All of the range is backed by a rising 
hill side, perfect for catching flying lead.     So anyone who at-
tends is invited to bring his or her favorite shooting iron and 
plink away.  Shooting safety rules will be set out at the event to 

Steering Wheel (Continued from page 1) 

The Massey’s TR3: work in pro-

gress (looking good!). 

keep everyone safe.  Things like everyone shooting from the 
same line.  When it is time to refresh targets, everyone lays 
arms down on the ground open and unloaded, etc.  

   For those who don‘t care to shoot, it will be a great day in the 
country shared with good friends.  I am sure that there will be 
some time where there will be no shooting for people to walk 
the trails through the woods to a beautiful farm pond, and mid-
day there will certainly be eats (se can‘t get together without 
eating!!!).  Check elsewhere in this newsletter for details on 
meeting locations, times, and other details.   

   Naturally, nothing can be planned without some scheduling 
conflicts.  This is the same date as the Scottish Games; if inter-
ested, http://www.stlouis-scottishgames.com/ for details.  As 
always, if you show your British car you get in for free. 

    Please do your best to make it to our next meeting so we 
can have more input into our upcoming events. 

             —Craig 
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By Sam Meller 

   As we know, the Stag 
started out in 1966, 
when  Giovanni 
Michelotti  (originator of 
the wildly successful 
Spitfire from a Triumph 
Herald) created a four-
seat convertible from a 
Triumph 2000.  Harry 
Webster, Triumph‘s 
technical director,  
loved it and wanted to 
produce it as an up-
scale roadster.   

   Later, British Leyland 
acquired Triumph, MG, 
Austin Healey etc.  
They had a problem 
aside from outdated 
designs; they sold a 
few Healey 3000s, 

Sprites, MGBs, Midgets, Spitfires, TR6s and so on.  The solu-
tion, one make, two cars: a low-end and high-end.  The make? 
Triumph.  The cars:  the TR7 and the Stag.  

   Finally, here it was: a Triumph with some room inside.  You 
didn‘t even have to reach through the steering wheel to start it;  
it featured a modern frame that didn‘t add hundreds to the 
weight; you could even open the door with the wheel on a curb; 
wood dash that was more than just a flat plank;  modern sus-
pension (McPherson strut was all the rage at the time);  a top 
that fit far better than a Jeep‘s; power windows; auto trans—in 
a Triumph, get out—and of course, styling that was all together 
original, classic and beautiful (sadly, the design features were 
grafted onto both the Spitfire and the Triumph 2000 before the 
Stag came out).  

   There were problems.  The lines of the convertible were hurt 
by added bracing and roll-up window tops, still … better than 
the alternative and I find most people think it‘s unique.   Labor 
relations issues hurt quality and of course Lucas electrical 
(insert joke here: ―Why do the British drink warm beer?‖).       

   Still, this was a winner, the car to compete with the Mercedes 
SL series at half the cost.  Maybe even give the Corvette a run 
for it‘s money. 

   But wait, the Stag was originally slated to receive the TR6 
engine.  Rugged and powerful, it was far and away the best 

part of a ―Six.‖  Like mid 
80‘s Mustangs are 
called ―5.0s,‖ the ―Six‖ 
refers as much to its 
superb six cylinder en-
gine as its 6 designa-
tion.   

   The Triumph team 
wanted their own V8 engine and rejected the aluminum Rover, 
saying it wouldn‘t fit (it did and will) and rushed through the 
Stag‘s new power plant.   

   People tell me they aren‘t that bad, but I‘ve driven one.  
While a decent performer, any engine requiring a new timing 
chain every 15k miles is flawed at the least, and the problems 
don‘t stop there.   And so, an over-reach fatally flawed a would-
be great sports car.   

   You think that is sad, our other car is a Packard and that 
story is even worse.  At the build-up to WW2 Packard‘s man-
agement was patriotic and, at FDR‘s request, sold the dies for 
the senior Packard to the Soviets.  The end of the war left 
Packard with dies only suitable for its lower-line cars; add bad 
management, etc (ed note: the last real Packard rolled off the 
company‘s Detroit production line on 25 June 1956.  The name 
survived for two additional years as a badge-engineered 
Studebaker).   

   My Stag sports a German Ford V6, reliable but a dog.  So I 
love the car for what is great about it.  With time maybe the 
eight could have been developed, or they could have used 
Daimler‘s 2.5 V8 from the late 50‘s.  

   This is all hindsight, of course.   

   Oh and the steering wheel is too thin. 

 

The Stag: my view from here 

Stag prototype.  Www.triumphstag.net.  

Ron Spiegelman 

   Former SLTOA member Ronald I. Spiegelman passed 
on 25 August 2011.  He was the beloved son of Cecile 
and Fred Spiegelman; the dear brother of the late 
Robert Spiegelman; dear cousin and friend to many; 
and special friend of Patricia Moore.  Graveside services 
took place at the Beth Hamedrosh Hagodol Cemetery on 

Ladue Rd on Sunday, 28 August.   

   The members of SLTOA extend their sincerest condo-

lences to the family and friends in their time of loss.  

   Noted LBC/club racer and founder/owner of Halett Motor 

Speedway Anatoly ―Toly‖ Arutunoff is making a strong 

recovery from his near-fatal hit-and-run accident last February 
(see March 2011 Exhaust Notes).  In a letter printed in the 
September issue of Classic Motorsports, Toly said he was 
adjusting to his replacement leg:  

   ―The knee-joint area is designed with about as many adjust-
ments as a front suspension,‖ he commented.  ―They‘ve got 
me kinda set up for understeer at the moment.‖  

   SLTOA‘s best to Toly and his wife Karen, with hopes for a 
quick and full recovery.   



 

9 

SLTOA Classifieds 

52 Triumph Renown—New 

gray leather, fresh paint, TR3 
engine, $7500.  Joliet, IL, call 
(815)954-6036 (Hemmings). 

67 TR4A IRS—38K miles, reli-

able driver, have put less than 
5K miles on it in the last 15 
years.   Not a show car but rust free, many new or refur-
bished items, could use new chrome bumpers, wood dash, 
paint and tonneau cover.  Waterloo, IA; photos available at 
www.flickr.com/wrburgman, $21K OBO (Hemmings ad no. 
1248789).  

67 Spitfire—Was working on it but 
due to tuition increases for the kids 
and unexpected house repairs, I am 
not going to be able to complete the 
car.  Stripped to the frame, which 
has been sandblasted and primed; 
have two sets of doors, two hoods 

(one from a GT6), two windshields with frames, two deck 
lids, one tub that needs new floor pans and most parts for 
two complete cars.  In Nixa, 6 miles south of Springfield, 
but have family in St Charles and can deliver parts if 
enough are purchased.  $800 OBO, contact me and let‘s 
talk about it.  John Clarke, cell (417)880-4292 or 
johnclarke@sbcglobal.net.  

67 Spitfire—Car has 12K miles, 

motor has 112K but was told it 
was rebuilt when I purchased it 
two years ago.  Did full frame-off 
restoration of body and interior, 
paint not flawless but it looks fair 
for a 45-year-old daily driver, also 
had the bumpers re-chromed.  No radio, has new battery, 
new carb jets, new rubber hoses on the carb, comes with 
spare tire and extra new generator and fuel pump.  Asking 
$5800, contact for additional info and photos.  Rick Kar-
gus, rkargus@revealexhibits.com or cell (314)800-9737.  

71 TR6—Two members of Central Oklahoma VTR (Oklahoma 

City) are moving to Minnesota and are offering their car to 
a new owner.  Asking $15K, contact Mark Bilbrey at (405)
831-4995 or mbilbrey@oldrepublictitle.com (COVTR).  

71 Spitfire—Owned for 20 years, car has been garaged, 

maintained and improved.  Decent driver, photos avail-
able, located in southeast Missouri.  Contact Lynn Winter, 
Uniontown (573) 788-2574 or winter@ccilink.net (VTR 
Classifieds)  

72 TR6—Approximately 60K miles.  Many updates/upgrades: 
Moss supercharger kit, oil cooler, electric radiator fan, 
Goodparts suspension kit, Crane ignition, Spax tube shock 
conversion, headers w/ fast road exhaust, GM alternator.  
Has Laycock A-type overdrive.  I have the original parts 
removed from the car.  Interior has new upholstery, new 
dash and door tops, refinished dash, door panels, new 
carpet, TR6 mats.  Bare metal repaint in 2005, NO RUST.  
Car spent most of its life in AZ.  Some oil leakage from TC 
cover, rear seal, the usual suspects but they are very slow 
leaks.  The top is not perfect but very good with new top 

cover matching interior.  Lots of new spare parts!  Asking 
$17,000.  Call Jim at (573)291-2355 or email jim-
jcmo@yahoo.com for more information and pictures.  

73 TR6—Somewhat modified and 

p e r  B r i n g - A - T r a i l e r , 
―guaranteed to panic the Tri-
umph purists.‖  Completely 
rebuilt and restored, now has 
a BMW M3 S50 engine and 
5sp transmission, front and rear disks, quick ratio steering, 
custom full leather interior and BBS 17-in wheels w/Falken 
RT-615 225 (front) 245/17 (rear) tires.  Full photos and 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o n  C r a i g s l i s t ,  s a l e - p r s n j i -
255911082@craigslist.org, Overland Park, KS, $40K.  

For Sale—Five (5) TR6 wire wheels, in good shape with older 

redlines.  Wanted, muffler or exhaust system for ‗73 TR6.  

Contact Lee Fox (314)821-1295.  

For Sale—205/55 ZR15 pair, 225/50 ZR15 pair, staggered set 
Dunlop tires, full tread, $300.  They were mounted up, 
went to a car show and back and then dismounted; too big 
in diameter for the car I had them on.  They didn‘t rub, they 
just didn‘t look right.  Less than 200 miles on the set, tread 
widths are 7 and 8 inches, diameter 24 inches.  Call Craig 
at (636)734-3937.  

For Sale—Weber downdraft carb and manifold from a Spitfire 

1500, also have a hardtop.   Contact Karl Schmitt at tar-
getguy39@hotmail.com and he‘ll refer you to the seller.  

For sale—TR3: one original VGC convertible frame (hood 
stick), $100; set of new door seals, $40.  TR4: block, crank 
and two good heads with one good intake/exhaust mani-
fold, call for price; two late commission no. starters, one 
was new with little use and changed out to gear reduction 
type.  TR6: left/right new door skins, make offer.  XKE: 
Original Series I chrome wheel with whitewall tired, used 
as spare, $100; four 48-spoke pointed/blasted good condi-
tions wheels with good Pirelli tires, $100.  A good swap will 
be considered.  Arlie King, (314)713-9482.  

TRs in Print 

   A slim one, but Triumphs show up in the September 2011 
edition of Car & Driver.  In a column on the large number of 
specialty license plates offered by most states (―Government-
issue bumper stickers rain cash on states, and others‖), Aaron 
Robinson notes the Pennsylvania Department of Transporta-
tion (PennDOT) authorized production of plates honoring the 
Delaware Valley Triumphs.  

   The club, based in Philadelphia, dates to 1977 and has about 
200 members.  Dick Langworth was among the founders of 
DVT, one of the original VTR 
chapters.   

   Hmmmm...wonder what Mo-
DOT plate covering both 
SLTOA and the Kansas City 
Triumphs would look like...   
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting 

One week early! 

Tuesday, 13 September 

St Louis Triumph 

Hobby Shop/Garage 

Show after 6 PM 

Meeting at 7 PM or thereabouts.  
Club provides pizza , soft drinks 

and water, BYOB otherwise. 

 

Lost?  Call Creig at 

(314)401-7817 

And Finally…. 

The Search for the Wiley TR5... 

Ed note: We happily present yet another exchange between one of our foreign correspondents/members, Andrew Milne, and 
member Craig Ingraham.   

 

Craig – Yesterday whilst driving through the Scottish border region I came 
across three TR5s and Stag. The Stag had technical problems with the over-
drive which had stuck in neutral.  A fuse fixed the job.   

   My son took the pictures and I interviewed the driver of one of the TR5s. 
I introduced myself as the UK correspondent of the SLTOA Exhaust 
Notes which seemed to impress them (Ed note: As well it should…).   They 
were all from Belgium doing a tour of the north of England and the Scottish 
Borders before going to Harrogate, Yorkshire, England next week to attend a 
massive rally where there would be "thousands" of Triumphs from all over the 
world on show. 

   They also said that their TR5s were very rare examples.  Are they? – Andrew 

(Continued on page 5) 

“Okay men, Karl will have the 

coffee going at 0730, SLTOA  

arrives for set-up at 0800.   

Synchronize your watches and 

we’ll launch…” 


