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Exhaust Notes 
Newsletter of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

     Www.SLTOA.org    Vol 13, Issue 6, June 2011 

View from  

Behind  the   

Steering Wheel 

By Creig Houghtaling 

   Appreciation can never be ex-
pressed enough, especially when it 
comes to a volunteer organization 
like SLTOA.  Some work hard to 
organize events.  Some go all out to 
help others with their cars.   

   At our next meeting (June 18 pic-
nic at Karl & Barbara Schmitt‘s in 
Hillsboro) we will have a special 
appreciation recognition for two 
very special club members: Karl 
Schmitt and Tony Panchot.  

   Throughout this past year Karl 
has not only been our club grill-
master, but he has also put together 
several driving events.   He organ-
ized the Indiana covered bridges 
tour and has led several music 
event tours. I can‘t count how many 
times Karl has helped with food 
preparation at our club events.  And 
to top it all off he is having our an-
nual club picnic at his home this 
year. Karl, we can never thank you 
enough!!!  

(Continued on page 7) 

In Memoriam 

David E. Davis, Jr 
1930-2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor, Car & Driver 

Founder, Automobile 

2011 Forest Park  Concours 

Yes, the piper played… 
Details on pg 4 

              

Photo by Dick Olds 
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Calendar 

 

10-11 Jun 2011—8
th

 Annual Cars & Cycles Against 
Cancer, Blytheville, AR at the Holiday Inn.  The fun starts 

Friday night with a ―Relay for Life‖ parade of cars, contin-
ues into Saturday.  Info: Steve Southard (870)623-2605, 
details at www.carsandcyclesagainstcancer.com.  

12 Jun 2011—4
th

 Annual Lawrence British Car Show, 
hosted by the Lawrence all British Car Club.  10 AM to 2 
PM, Bambino‘s Italian Restaurant, 1540 Wakarusa Dr.  
For  more  i n fo  con tac t  B i l l  F ishe r  a t 
bfisher@sunflower.com.  

15-18 Jun 2011—TRA 2011, annual Triumph Register of 

America gathering, in Fort Wayne, IN.  See page 3.  

17 Jun 2011—Cruise Night at the Museum of Trans-
port, 3015 Barrett Station Rd, 5:30-8:30 PM.  Food, music 

and cars, sponsored by MOT.  Information: Ben Rother-
mich, (314)635-8MOT.  

18 Jun 2011—Annual SLTOA Summer Picnic.   
Event includes the club‘s monthly meeting for June,  see 
pgs 3 and 10.  

18 Jun 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-10:30 AM, 

at Starbucks, 9616 Manchester (Rock Hill Plaza, Man-
chester and McKnight, St Louis) 

18 Jun 2011—2011 Mid-Iowa Car Classic , held in con-

junction with the Johnston Green Days annual community 
celebration in Johnston, on the northwest side of Des 
Moines, IA.  Information at www.midiowacarclassic.com.  

19 Jun 2011—Museum of Transport Father’s Day Car 
Show—”Cars With Class.”  Open event for judged 

and non-judged vehicles 25 years old or older, sponsored 
by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri.  Free museum 
admission, 11 AM to 3:30 PM, info at www.hccmo.com.  

9 Jul 2011—8
th

 Annual Lincoln Land Com-
munity College Motorsports Club 
Show, sponsored by the LLCC Motorsports 

Club.  8 AM to 4 PM, on the main campus, 
5250 Shepherd Rd, Springfield, IL.  For de-
tails contact Dick Rogers at (217)786-2417, 
(800)727-4151 ext 62417 or dick.rogers@llcc.edu.  

10 Jul 2011—13
th 

Annual World’s Largest Catsup 
Bottle Festival Car, Truck & Bike Show, Am Legion 

Post 395, 1022 Vandalia/IL 159, Collinsville, 10 AM to 5 
PM.  All models, makes and years are invited, $10 entry 
fee.  For info call (618)975-1372.  

16 Jul 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-10:30 AM, at 

Starbucks, 9616 Manchester (Rock Hill Plaza, Manchester 
and McKnight, St Louis) 

19 Jul 2011—SLTOA Meeting at John Lambert's 

annual club burger burn and SweatFest.  

22-24 Jul 2011—12
th

 Annual GOBMC All-British Car 
& Cycle Blow-Out, on the square in historic Carthage, 

MO.  Hosted by the Greater Ozarks British Motoring Club, 
info at www.gobmc.org.  

6-7 Aug 2011—Heartland British Autofest, sponsored 

by the Quad Cities British Auto Club.  Drive and dinner/
social on Saturday with car show Sunday in East Daven-
port, IL.  Info at www.qcbac.home.mchsi.com/.  

11-13 Aug 2011—The Roadster Factory Summer 
Party, Armagh, PA.  Note date change from 5-6 August.  

For information, call Will Jones at (814)446-6440 or call up 
www.the-roadster-factory.com/indexmain.php.  

16 Aug 2011—SLTOA Meeting at Andy Stark‘s  

17-21 Aug 2011 – Triumph in the 
Rockies III VTR National Con-
vention, Breckenridge, CO.  

Hosted by the Rocky Mountain Tri-
umph Club; host hotel is the Beaver 
Run Resort in Breckenridge, details at http://vtr2011.com/.  

2-3 Sept 2011—KC All-British Car Show, at the KCI 

Airport Marriott.  Details to follow.  

15-18 Sept 2011 – Triumphest 2011, 
Big Bear Lake, CA. Join us for the annual 
west coast Triumph gathering in the moun-
tains above Los Angeles. This is the 35th 
year of the event, host club is the Triumph 
Register of California.  All the traditional 
events – Funcours, autocross, funkhana, 
LeMans start, hospitality party, photo and 

model contest, awards banquet plus a scenic boat ride on 
Big Bear Lake late Thursday.  For more information, con-
tact Bob Muzio (818)703-1846, tr_jag@yahoo.com, web 
page www.triumphest2011.com.  

16 Sept 2011—Annual Welcome 
BBQ for the StL ABCCS, 

hosted by All British Car Repair at 
the Red Roof Inn, Westport.  

17 Sept 2011—30th Anniversary 
St Louis All British Car & Cy-
cle Show, the legendary event at 

Creve Coeur Lake Park, hosted by 
the St Louis MG Club with SLTOA handling the food con-
cession.  Featured marque this year is MG, in honor of the 
50th anniversary of the introduction of the MG Midget.  
Monitor www.allbritishcarshow.com.  

22-25 Sept 2011 – TRials, sponsored by 6-Pack, in historic 

Galena, IL.  Meet hotel is the Ramada Galena, events 
include Thursday evening welcome party, general mem-
bership meeting on Friday, scenic drives, pub crawl/poker 
run Friday night, gimmick rally to Mississippi Palisades 
State Park, concours and popular choice car show down-
town on Saturday and awards banquet that evening. Infor-
mation at http://6-pack.org/2011Trials/.   

23-24 Sept 2011—10
th

 Annual Brits in the Ozarks All-
British Car & Cycle Show, sponsored by the British 

iron Touring Club of NW Arkansas, with assistance from 
the British Motoring Club of Arkansas, Greater Ozarks 
British motoring Club and Jaguar Club of Tulsa.  From 10 
AM to 3 PM at Agri Park, University of Arkansas, Fayette-

http://6-pack.org/2011Trials/
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Meeting Notes—17 May 2011 

   The meeting started at 7:50 PM at Pio‘s Restaurant in his-
toric old downtown St Charles.   First item of business was the 
introduction of new members:  Karen Jansen, 1973 TR6 non-
running project; and Jim Dooley, 1971 Spit and a 1968 GT6.   

   Treasurer Don Huber reported on the progress of the St 
Louis Sports Car Council web site...or, more accurately ,the 
lack of progress in the form of limited or non-existent interest 
by several of the car clubs in the vicinity.  Discussions ensued; 
the consensus is that many of the clubs are unaware of the 
effort.  Stay tuned for further developments.  

   Coming events include the annual SLTOA picnic at Karl and 
Barbara Schmitt‘s house in Hillsboro, Saturday 18 June (25 
June is the rain date).  Arrive about 5:30 PM, eat around 6 PM 
and the June club meeting will take place around 7:30 PM.  
July‘s meeting is the annual ‗‖SweatFest ― at John Lamberg‘s 
house and Andy Stark will host the August meeting.  

   The next planned drive is to Delmar Loop, Sunday, hosted by 
the Loop Special Business District.  However, a possible date 
change is in the offing, members should monitor their SLTOA 
email and the club‘s blog for developments.  

   On Monday 6 June, the MG caravan of cars heading from the 
east to Reno for the big confab of the North American Council 
of MG Registers and the North America MGA Register 
(NAMGAR).   The MG Club of St Louis is hosting a party that 
evening at the Dubliner Pub on Washington Ave.   

   In communications, someone noticed that the club member-
ship application still has Bonnie David‘s name and contact info 
vice Don Huber‘s; it‘ll get corrected.  SLTOA now has a group 
on Facebook, more information will appear on the page in next 
month‘s Exhaust Notes. 

   Dave Massey attended the recent South Central VTR meet in 
New Braunfels, TX.  The SoCen group is planning to hold 
2012‘s gathering in Tulsa, followed by Galveston in 2013 and—
possibly—St Louis in 2014.  The suggestion was made to send 
a contingent from SLTOA to Tulsa next year to see what‘s in-
volved.  

    Finally, this year‘s VTR annual is in Breckenridge, CO, 17-20 
August.  

(NOTE: Thanks to Joe Guenther for recording the meeting 
notes in the absence of the club secretary).  

Annual SLTOA Picnic! 
   The Club Picnic for this year will be held at the home of Karl 
& Barbara Schmitt in Hillsboro, on Saturday, June 18 (with 
June 25 the alternate rain date). 

   As per previous years, the Club will furnish the ―brats & 
dogs‖ along with a selection of cold salads, baked beans and 
chips. Soda & bottled water will be provided and you may 
bring a beverage of your choice if you care to do so. Bringing 
any additional food is not necessary, other than perhaps a bit 
of dessert. 

   The ―group‖ will begin to gather around 5:30, dinner served 
about 6:30, and the SLTOA meeting around 7:30 PM. 

   As we live in a rural country setting, country dress would be 
most appropriate. We have considerable seating available; 
however additional portable chairs would be appreciated. Our 
home is at the end of a rather long country lane, which will be 
―graded‖ with little British cars in mind, but please do drive 
slow. As to parking, most any place in sight of the house that 
suits you will do. 

Directions to 203 Dehner Rd, Hillsboro, MO 63050 

 From I-270, heading east, take the 2nd exit after you cross 

over I-44.    Heading west on I-270, take the first exit after 
crossing over I-55;   which is Tesson Ferry Rd., Hwy 21 

 Just after you exit on to Tesson Ferry Road, Hwy 21 

south, you will pass St. Anthony‘s Hospital on your right. 
Continue on Hwy 21 south about 15 miles to mile marker 
173, and exit on ―Goldman, Old State Route 21.‖  Turn 
left at top of ramp, heading south and go one mile to 
Glade Chapel Rd, on your right (Goldman Road will be 
on your left)  

 Turn right (west) on Glade Chapel Road, go 1 mile to the 

overpass, cross it and immediately turn right (north) on a 
one lane gravel road. On the utility pole will be a small 
sign, Dehner Road. Follow this one lane road to its end, 
about 1 mile to a modern brick house. 

Karl & Barbara Schmitt (636)797-4203 

Triumph Register 
of America  

National Meet  
Hosted by Tri-State 

Triumphs,  

at the Holiday Inn-Fort 
Wayne,  

411 Paul Shaffer Dr.   

Registration/
information at 

www.tra2011.com.  

15-18 June 

ville.  Proceeds benefit the ALS Association of Northwest 
Arkansas.  Special guest: Al Moss, raconteur and founder 
of Moss Motors.  Details at www.britishironwa.org/
show11.html.  
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By Kathy Kresser 

   It did not rain until after noon – so that was good.  The turnout was sparse al-
though there were some interesting cars like MGs, Triumphs, Moons, Healeys, a 
Chrysler 300 G, and others.  A poor weather day has some advantages such as no 
traffic jams, fewer spectators, and no sunburns.  Those who attended enjoyed it just 
the same.  

   Oh yeah, the Easter Show Challenge:  MG vs. Triumph.  It was closer this year 
with Triumph taking the trophy for a third straight year.  Final score:  

21 Triumphs 17 MGs. 
    I must add there were only two, count them two, Healeys.  My earlier theory 
stands - Healey owners are wusses! 

   Creig Houghtaling, SLTOA President, had this to say about the Challenge results: ―I was given grief by the MG guys about hav-
ing to trailer my TR7.  All the MGs drove onto the show field.  At least, we get the Triumphs to the show whatever way it takes!  By 
the way, my TR7 was running when it left.  SO THERE!!!‖  Craig Madsen, SLTOA Easter Show Event Coordinator, said, ―When 
the trophy was returned, it had a REAL Easter egg in the mix, plus a couple of Reese‘s pieces candies.  Thank you -- that was 
lunch when I returned home and a nice treat!  It was good to see those who did make it.  The weather was not on anybody‘s side 
this year.‖ 

   Of course, this was the MG response by Simon Dix, MG Event Coordinator:  ―The Triumph club is successful in a static show 
event.  But where are the Triumphs for an event like the Missouri Endurance Rally? One Triumph participated and managed to win 
the Mini Rally, but by less than 0.3 tenths of a mile.  I don‘t recall ever seeing a Triumph in the full MER.  There was also  a distinct 
absence of trailers needed for anyone with an MG, which is not so true for the Triumphs.‖  

   Next year Easter arrives April 8th.  Mark your calendar and bring out the classic cars.  

Proofread by Anice Etz 

2011 Forest Park Concours & Triumph-MG Challenge 

 According to the HCCMO, 

sponsor of the annual Forest 
Park Concours,  442 cars 
showed before the skies 
opened up; the total included 
251 cars from various clubs.  

 The MG Club got photo cover-

age in the May edition of Brass 
Lamp, HCCMO‘s newslet-
ter...ID‘d as ―British Sports Car 
Club‖ 

 Phillip Taxman (presumably a 

member of JAGSL) took first 
place in the Sports Cars to 
1986 class with his ‗67 XK140. 

Apres moi, le deluge... 

Late in the day and everyone’s heading for the lifeboats... 
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Italian Tune-up Drive 

AKA the “Hello, Officer Jeffries” Tour 

   One truism for any owner of a convertible: weather radar is your 
friend.  And when it came to Saturday, 7 May‘s first-ever ―Italian 
Tuneup‖ drive north Clarksville, despite the early morning clag 
and rain, the radar indicated clearing skies.  Sure ‗nuff, by the 
time the SLTOA faithful showed up at the Dierberg‘s parking lot at 
I-70 and MO 79, the skies were severe clear and temps comfort-
able.  

   Five cars and eight members made the run: event coordinator 
Andy Stark in his yellow ‘79 Spitfire 1500; Mel and Gail Parentin 
in their ‘67 Austin-Healey BJ8; Creig and Kay Houghtaling in their 
‘80 TR8; John Lamberg and Donna in the Spit 6; and yr fthl ed in 
Creig‘s ‘74 TR6.  We departed at 1040 – Andy with his video cam-
era mounted in the cockpit of the Spit – and embarked on a great 
route, up 79 and off onto the back roads of St Charles, Lincoln 
and Pike Counties.  An unexpected encounter with an under-

repair bridge 
actually pro-
vided a positive outcome; when we diverted through Elsberry we found the 
town was holding its annual ―Classics on Wheels‖ car show, great fun.  

   Lunch took place at Clarksville Station, immediately south of the town and it 
was delightful.  We then started back via Elsberry to look at the cars.  About 4 
PM the gang headed back toward greater St Louis, somewhat sunburned and 
worn out but it was a helluva day.  Total mileage for the day: about 176 miles.   

   Our thanks to Andy for setting up this driving event.  If you couldn‘t make it, 
you missed a great ride with a great group, but other opportunities will present 
themselves.  

 

 

Andy Stark photo 

Photo by Donna 

Elsberry, MO 
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The Craziness of the Endurance Rally 
 

By Kathy Kresser 

   Every year the MG Club hosts the Missouri Endurance Rally.  
In my mind, it is crazy.  Why would I want to spend long hours 
driving around the countryside? The answer is:  I would not.  
Fortunately, other car enthusiasts love it.  I talked with the Rally 
Masters Robert Rushing and Simon Dix for the details of this 
event.  Here are their comments: 

   Simon:  First, Robert is the Rally Master and I help him.  I 
have run both the full and the mini versions of the rally in the 
past, but my usual co-pilot moved to Kansas City.  Although I 
could have found another co-pilot, I decided to volunteer my 
time to help Robert with the organizing.  This year is my third 
year of assisting.                                              .  

How did the concept of an endurance rally start?   

   Robert:  In 1994, a group of unknown MG car owners gath-
ered at the University Motors Summer Party for a ―race‖ around 
Lake Michigan.  It was wild fun.  In 1995, the format of the race 
changed to rounding Lake Michigan with the shortest distance.  
That year, Robin Westerall from the St. Louis MG Club partici-
pated and brought the idea back home.    

   At one time, there was a Triple Crown Endurance Rally Se-
ries consisting of the Missouri Endurance Rally (MER), the 
Grand Lake Tour (the original rally) and Abingdon Trials.  Over 
the last few years, the others have ceased to exist.  I am sur-
prised that the MER continues.  Participation is dropping, down 
to fifteen teams down from the high point of over thirty teams.  
This is due partly to the Missouri Mini Endurance Trial, which 
has half the stops and fewer miles compared to the full rally.  
Many teams enjoy the MER but do not like driving the longer 
distance, so the Trial is a perfect fit.  This year, the full rally had 
eleven stops and 615 miles compared to the Trial with six 
stops and about 410 miles.  

How long has the St. Louis MG Club organized this 
rally?   

   Robert:  It started in March 1996.  Robin Weatherall and Bob 
Horzmann took the framework established at the Summer 
Party and created the Missouri Endurance Rally.  This year 
marks the 16th running of the event by our club.  The Trials are 
five or six years old.  

What are the rules of 
the game?   

   Robert:  They are ex-
tremely simple.  A team 
consisting of a driver and 
navigator drive a British-
made vehicle built before 
1982 (exceptions can be 
made for the Trial for 
European vehicles of the 
same vintage).  Drive to a 
pre-set number of stops 
on the outgoing and re-
turn trip.  Answer the rally 
questions at the stops as 
proof that the team ar-
rived at the location.  Of 
course, only paper maps 
are allowed.  

   The team that drives to all the locations and answers the 
questions, returns to the start within the timeframe of the rally 
and covers the least number of miles – WINS!  The trick is to 
select the correct order in which to drive to the stops and then 
find the shortest distance between each of the stops.  You also 
add on the challenge of driving cars that are 30-plus years old 
for 400-600 miles – mostly non-stop – and you have yourself 
an endurance rally. 

   A team who competes in a car that old and returns, even in 
last place, should feel accomplished and proud.  Speaking of 
last place, it has been a tradition for the last ten years to award 
a trophy to the team coming in last called ―The Most Miles.‖  To 
me, I would rather have this award because of its significance 
of driving the most miles in an antique car – that is a winner in 
my mind.   

   Simon:  I would like to add there are restrictions on the age 
of the car and it must be a British car.  We do not allow elec-
tronic devices such as GPS or laptops.  Everything is based on 
the honor system.  We assume people want to have fun and 
enjoy the event such that cheating is not an issue.  

   It is called the Missouri Endurance Rally; however, people 
should not confuse this to mean that the event will remain in 
Missouri.  The rally could be going anywhere in and around 
Missouri.  In the past, the full rally was 900-1,000 miles.  Today 
it is around 600 miles with a focus on navigational challenge.  

   Back to maps: it is best to have the Delorme ―Gazetteer‖ map 
of the various states around Missouri because without it, one 
may not be able to locate the stops on an ordinary state map.  
To be truly competitive, you need the details of the Gazetteer 
on the full rally because without finding and using the county 
and tiny roads you are highly unlikely to have the shortest 
miles.  There are some competitive and some might say ―hard 
core‖ contestants in the full rally.  The mini rally is competitive, 
too, and I would suggest the Gazetteer maps but it is not quite 
as essential.      

   The other rules relate to driving safely and respecting all traf-
fic laws.  In order to self-police this policy, all contestants, 
driver and navigator, must put their drivers‘ license into an en-
velope and seal it.  In the event the seal is broken, i.e. police 
officer requests to see the license or any other reason, the 

team is disqualified.  
Now, there are funny 
stories about needing 
these IDs and people 
have been very creative 
in their explanations to 
avoid opening the enve-
lopes – seek out some of 
the players for these in-
teresting tales.  

   There is an overall time 
limit for a logical cutoff; 
this is not to force or en-
courage speeding.  The 
time limit is set to ensure 
that the teams have suffi-
cient time to complete the 
rally; however, it does not 
allow for an extended 
break down or repair on Mini-Endurance Rally: Ingraham, Hamper and Fox.  Photo via Dick Olds. 



 

7 

   Your source for all LBC and sports car  
club activities in St Louis 

the side of the road which meets the endurance element of the 
contest.   

    The key unofficial rule is to drive the car and have fun.  We 
cannot control the weather, but we can and do try to ensure 
that the stops chosen will keep you off the interstate and force 
you onto some great back roads that are perfect for the classic 
British car.   

How do you plan this event?  

   Robert:  For about a year, we look at maps, play with pro-
grams such as Google Maps, test different routes and mile-
ages, etc.  Then we look for interesting stops such as historical 
monuments, parks, and/or courthouses.  Next is a weekend 
drive to those locations to determine their viability or adjust to 
another location for cooler roads or better questions.  The next 
steps, are drafting the instructions, preparing the packets, cre-
ating trophies and promoting the event.  

   Simon:  Robert has a knack for finding unusual and interest-
ing places.  As I drive around the area myself, I have sug-
gested a few locations worthy of a rally stop.  

   One recent tool we have been using is plotting the stops us-
ing Google Maps as it allows us to gauge the total distance for 
the rally without leaving home.  This can be very useful be-
cause it may look like a great rally with fun stops, but when 
checking the distance it is too much.     

   We drive the route as we would expect it to be run focusing 
more on speed to complete vs. the lowest miles, so we do not 
take every shortcut and gravel road that could be used on the 
rally.  It also allows us to find interesting places like the infa-
mous ―Logger‘s Lake‖ and help contestants with directional 
advice like, ―Do not attempt to enter this stop from a particular 
direction – it is impassable in an LBC.‖   

   During this test drive, we photograph the stops selected or 
places of interest which are used to create the information 
sheets.  The teams use the information sheets to determine a 
route and to identify the exact location selected as the stop.  
The exact location can be tricky.   

   On the day of the event, there are many things to do.  We 
perform a check run for calculating the offset of each car‘s 
odometer against a known value so we can accurately calcu-
late the total mileage.  We also take photos, print the photos 
and prepare them to share with the contestants as a memento 
of the event.   

   Behind the scenes, we call on the creative brilliance of Stef 
Barnes who designs the rally windshield plaques/car number 
identifiers for both rallies (different for mini vs. full).  These little 
works of art add that little extra something to the event that I 
know I look forward to seeing each year.   

 

   Robert and Simon, thank you for the explanation of the ral-
lies.  I was previously aware of various bits and pieces, so it is 
nice having a better understanding.  Indeed, I have heard 
some of the stories with the licenses in sealed envelopes. It 
seems the teams will go to extraordinary lengths to avoid open-
ing the envelope.   

   From these comments, it is clear Robert and Simon dedicate 
hours of  preparation for which the contestants are grateful.  
Every event needs a rally master or masters, so be sure to 
thank them for their efforts.  Each contesting team deserves a 
huge round of applause because without them there is no rally. 

Proofread by Anice Etz 

Check it out!  www.stlscc.org 

   This past year Tony Panchot has helped work on more club 
member‘s cars than can be counted.  But let me see if I can 
recount some of them.  He helped John Maneke with engine 
work on his TR250.  He helped me chase electrical gremlins on 
my TR8. He built a Buick V6 motor for Tom Jones‘ TR7.  He 
helped Joe Guenther get his Spitfire going. The list is much 
longer, but these are the major things I remember.  Tony, 
you‘re AWESOME!!! 

   These two aren‘t the only ones who have been ―AWESOME‖ 
and who deserve our thanks.  They are just two shining exam-
ples.  In addition to these two, I‘d like to recognize a few more 
who have been awesome to me.   

   First is Craig Madsen.  I only volunteered to be president 
because Craig agreed to back me up by being vice president.  
Actually I think I‘m backing him up.  Craig is always doing 
something for the club.  A prime example is the recognition 
gifts he found for Karl and Tony. They‘re really cool and will be 
presented to Karl and Tony at our meeting on the 18th.   

   Next awesome example is Mark Morgan. We finally have a 
real newsletter!  Mark always has the newsletter done long 
before I get my by-line ready.  I am always the hold-up but 
Mark never gives me a hard time.  Thanks Mark.  

   Another example of awesome is Kathy Kresser. Kathy has 
been a long time contributor to the newsletter.  Years ago, 
when I was putting the newsletter together, if it weren‘t for 
Kathy‘s contributions we would have had nothing. Thanks 
Kathy!  

Wheel (Continued from page 1)    I could go on and on. Almost everyone in the club contributes 
something.  So every chance you get please pass around the 
appreciation.  I know I feel richly blessed to be part of this 
group. THANKS TO ALL!!!       - Creig 
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the best way of doing it, isn‘t it?‖   Cooper became the first for-
eign car to qualify at Indy since 1952, when Alberto Ascari put 
a 4.5-liter Ferrari 375 on the grid.  

   Despite three lengthy pit-stops, Brabham wound up bringing 
the Cooper T54 home in ninth place, having completed all 200 
laps of the Brickyard. AJ Foyt won the 500 – his first of four – in 
the Bowes Seal Fast Special, a Watson Roadster; Eddie Sachs 
and Rodger Ward came in second and third.  Two years would 
pass before Lotus would make the second British assault on 
the legendary 500.  

Post-race the T54 went through several owners including Joe 
Huffaker, who pulled the Climax engine and replaced it with an 
Aston Martin power plant (!) for the 1963 Indy 500; Pedro Rod-
riguez failed to qualify the beast.  Another owner brought the 
car back to Indianapolis in 1964, this time with a Maserati en-
gine, but it again failed to qual.  Eventually, most of the car‘s 
components wound up in a homebuilt rear-engine sprint car.  

   In 1990 the remains of the Cooper turned up in a Tacoma, 
WA, warehouse.  It was rebuilt and restored with one of the two 
original 1961 Indy Climax engines and driven by Sir Jack Brab-
ham in the 1991 Monterey Historics.   

   John Cooper, OBE, died on 24 December 2000 at age 77, 
one of the last of the legendary figures from early Formula 1 
and, of course, the icon who created the Mini Cooper.  Cooper 
sold his Formula 1 team in 1965 and the marque notched its 
final F1 victory in the 1967 South African Grand Prix, with 
Pedro Rodriguez in a Maserati-powered T81.  The John Coo-
per Works continues in operation as a subsidiary of BMW, with 
son Michael Cooper serving as a consultant.   

   Sir John Arthur ―Jack‖ Brabham, OBE, turned 85 in April but 
it still driving periodically in vintage events.  He retired from F1 
after the 1970 season and is the oldest surviving Formula One 
champion, having taken titles in 1959 (Cooper T51), 1960 
(Cooper T51/T53) and 1966 (Brabham-Repco BT20).  He cur-
rently lives in Gulf Coast, Queensland, Australia.  

   And the restored Cooper T54?  Now owned by Philippe De-
Lespinay, it‘s normally on display at the Marconi Automotive 
Museum for Kids in Tustin, CA…when it‘s not showing up at 
concours, vintage races and events like Goodwood.   

Sources: ―Full-size Toys,‖ http://www.tsrfcars.com/toys-
full_size_cooper.htm;  Kenneth Rudeen, ―British Bullet at Indy,‖ 
Sports Illustrated, 29 May 1961.  

British Invasion (Continued from page 10) 

TR Tech 

   Here are photos of the 
brakes I've installed on my 
garage queen TR4A.  The 
fronts are 1983 Toyota 
4WD pickup (except die-
sel) fronts, and bolt directly 
to the TR caliper mounts 
using late model TR6 bolts 
(metric unthreaded body, 
i n c h  t h r e a d s  o n 
end).  Front discs are 
stock TR.  The rears are 
1986 Nissan Maxima 
rears, with 1994 240SX 
d iscs (center  ho le 

enlarged about 0.050" to fit Goodparts rear hub.  The brackets 
are NC machined from 1/2" steel, which widens rear track by 
1".  I'll give all source info to anyone that's interested.  Swing 
arm studs upgraded with Keenserts. 

   Still have to find some bumpers for the custom rear rebound 
brackets, and sort out brake lines. 

              - Dick Olds 

 
 

 

Front 

Front 

Rear 

Jack Brabham and the Cooper T54 
Source: Motorsportretro.com 
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64 TR4—Excellent condition throughout, just completed an 

extensive restoration: stripped to bare metal and painted 
with flawless base coat/clear coat finish; all rubber, carpet, 
chrome and incidentals (reflectors and plastics) replaced; 
all new brakes and master cylinder, water pump, carbs 
rebuilt. The combination of red on black with the white 
steel dash is an exceptional color combination and the 
redline Michelins on wires add the final touch. The car is in 

Frontenac, asking $18,000. Also have a ’57  MGA with 

factory hardtop, requires restoration; ’70 TR6 with wires, 

redline Michelins and factory hardtop, very rusty but it runs 

great; and another TR4A which I started to restore many 

years ago and is basically apart. Call for details, Jeff Hom-
sher, goldeneaglehc@sbcglobal.net or (314)705-9091.  

67 Spitfire—Car has 12,000 

miles, motor has 112,000 but 
was told it was rebuilt when I 
purchased it two years ago.  
Did full frame-off restoration of 
body and interior, paint not 
flawless but it looks fair for a 
45-year-old daily driver, also 
had the bumpers re-chromed.  

No radio, has new battery, new carb jets, new rubber 
hoses on the carb, comes with spare tire and extra new 
generator and fuel pump.  Asking $5800, contact for addi-
tional photos, Rick Kargus, rkargus@revealexhibits.com or 
cell (314)800-9737.   

72 Spitfire Mk IV—36K actual miles, red with black interior 

and tan replacement top, some body dings and rust.  VG 
running condition; new tires, shocks, tie rods, brake pads, 
clutch master cylinder, fuel filter, air filter, points and plugs 
in 2003, battery and fuel pump replaced in 2011.  $5000 
OBO; car in south St Louis, can arrange viewing.  Kurt 
Struckmeyer, Farmington Hills, MI hm (428)254-3725, cell 
(630)809-1714, klstruckmeyer@aol.com.  

72 TR6—Beautiful green paint, wonderful driving machine, 

mechanically top-rate TR, asking $9000.  Call Steve 
Engert, Washington, MO (636)667-6580.   

76 TR6—BRG, 800 

miles, $49K.  Call 
Dennis Myrwold at 
( 866 )382 -9841 , 
Whitey‘s Mansfield 
Automotive Group, 
West Mansfield, 
OH (Cars.com) 
(Note: No, we 
don't normally run dealer ads, but the mileage and price 
made this one interesting...besides, this way we‘ll see if 
anyone‘s reading the classifieds!).   

SLTOA Classifieds 

76 Spitfire—Runs great!  Convertible top, hardtop and ton-

neau cover, new carpet, new walnut steering wheel, elec-
tric radiator fan, dual exhausts and automatic trickle 
charger.  Asking $5000, call George Most (314)822-7437. 

79 Spitfire—30K miles, green with tan interior and original 

black top, all in good shape save for torn driver‘s seat.  
Has been in the garage its entire life, has overdrive and 
hardtop.  $7500, contact Barney Emerson (314)623-9122. 

80 Spitfire 1500 – 51K miles, new convertible top, brakes 

and master cylinder; clean interior, original paint without 
rust.  Comes with extra new exhaust in the box and Weber 
carb.  $4900 OBO, call Ann (630)465-0151 days, West-
mont, IL (Cars.com).  

For Sale—205/55 ZR15 pair, 225/50 ZR15 pair, staggered set 

Dunlop tires, full tread, $300.  They were mounted up, 
went to a car show and back and then dismounted; too big 
in diameter for the car I had them on.  They didn‘t rub, they 
just didn‘t look right.  Less that 200 miles on the set, tread 
widths are 7 and 8 inches, diameter 24 inches.  Call Craig 
at (636)734-3937.  

For Sale—Weber downdraft carb and manifold from a Spitfire 

1500, also have a hardtop.  Contact Karl Schmitt at target-
guy39@hotmail.com and he‘ll refer you to the seller.  

For Sale—New set of Spitfire seat 2 foam backs and 2 bot-

toms, $300.  New in box for a newer-style body.  Call 
Craig (636)734-3937.   

For Sale—TR3: one original, VGC convertible frame 

(hoodstick), $100.  TR3: set of new door seals, $40. TR4: 
block, crank and two good heads with one good intake/
exhaust manifold, call for price.  TR4: Two late commis-
sion no. starters, one was new with little use and changed 
out to gear reduction type.  TR6: left/right new door skins, 
make offer.  XKE: Original Series I chrome wheel with 
whitewall tire, like new, used as spare, $100.  Four 48 
spoke pointed/blasted good condition wheels with good 
Pirelli tires, $100.   A good swap will be considered, call 
Arlie King (314)713-9482.  

For Sale—A pair of TR6 seats, need recovering, $25.   Con-

tact Dick Olds, (314)229-2499.   

Welcome New Members! 

Kate & Jim Dooley 

‗68 GT6, ‗71 Spitfire, ‗64 Cobra 

Karen Jensen 

‗73 TR6 

Okay ‘Rumphies, if you can read this, there is NO reason for YOU not to join the SLTOA Facebook page! 

The site is loaded with info and always new pics and links.  So come on, it’s not that hard and the computer 
police will not come get you if you press the wrong buttons! 
         - Tony Panchot 

www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_134416839926824&ap=1 
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Next Meeting: 

Annual SLTOA 

Picnic 

Saturday 

18 June 2011 
Barbara & Karl Schmitt’s 

203 Dehner Rd, Hillsboro, MO  

(636)797-4203 

Arrive ~ 5:30, food ~ 6:30,  

Monthly meeting ~ 7:30 

Interested in a drive?  Show up 

about 4:30  

(see page 4) 

And Finally... 

  Just slightly off-topic here, but the event constituted a triumph under any definition… 

   This last Memorial Day weekend marked the 50th anniversary of the British invasion of the Indy 500.  Australian Formula 1 driver 
Jack Brabham drove the one-off Cooper T54 (a modification of the T53 F1 car) as the Cooper-Climax ―Kimberly Cooper Special‖ in 
the race, placing a creditable ninth and marking a warning shot across the bow of the Indy‘s roadster-racing traditionalists.  

   John Cooper and Brabham started testing a modified F1 Cooper T53 at the Brickyard in 1960 and subsequently gained sponsor-
ship from James ―Gentleman Jim‖ Kimberly, sports car racer, later president of the SCCA and one of the founders of the Kimberly-
Clark Company.  They came back in ‘61 with the T54, powered by a 2.8-liter Coventry-Climax engine which was only about 2/3rds 
the size of the Offenhauser engines used by the Indy roadsters.   It only generated 252 horsepower, about 150hp less than the 4.2
-liter Offys, but the car only weighed 1050 pounds, roughly 500 pounds less than the roadsters.  In addition, the T54 featured a 
lengthened chassis with offset wheels/suspension (ie, the left side wheels and tires were closer to the frame than the right side) 
and rode on specially-developed 16-inch Dunlop tires.   

   Cooper‘s team arrived at the Speedway on 5 May 1961 for qualifications and, in and around F1 races at Monaco and Zandvoort, 
Brabham managed to put the rear-engine wonder in the 13th spot, only about 2 mph slower than the pole position.  The car man-
aged 143 mph in the corners, which startled the Indy veterans; Brabham commented, ―I‘ve always wanted to see this race.  This is 

(Continued on page 8) 

Backwards Glance: The British Invade Indy 

   Hey there friend, after a hard day out in the rat 
race, doing those chores around the home or 
spending the night in the garage working on that 
LBC, you’ve earned the right to kick back and 

enjoy life.   

   And what better way to do it, than with a frosty 

cold Triumph beer?  Life is truly good!   

Storz Brewing Company, Omaha, Neb.  

Always drink responsibly.   Never drink and drive a Triumph...or 

MG...or Healey...or Alvis….or Riley...or Bond...or TVR...or Lotus...or  


