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Exhaust Notes 
Newsletter of the St Louis Triumph Owners Association 

     Www.SLTOA.org    Vol 13, Issue 5, May 2011 

View from  

Behind  the   

Steering 

Wheel 

By Creig Houghtaling 

        2011 Forest Park Easter Concours Results:  

SLTOA 21, MGCStL 17   

Rain-out, wash-out, whatever...it‟s still a hat trick!  Details and photos in next month‟s Exhaust Notes 
   Last month I mentioned Facebook, SLTOA‘s Triumphs mailing list, and the SLTOA blog.  This 
month I would like to repeat these items with just a little more detail.  Next Sunday, May 7th, will be the 
Italian Tune-up.  The April newsletter didn‘t have a lot of details.  So, Mark Morgan put a reminder out 
on our SLTOA email mailing list.    

  So let me start with the SLTOA email mailing list.  This is an email distribution system where anyone 
who is signed up on the list can write an email and send it to everyone else who is on the list.  To sign 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Driving the Endurance Rally 

By Kathy Kresser 

   I think these teams are insane, but offer my congratulations to 
the fifteen rally teams and the three fun teams for participating/
completing the 2011 Missouri Endurance rallies.  My hat is off to 
these road warrior teams for their outstanding effort.   

   A huge round of applause goes to the first place Missouri En-
durance Rally team Mark Michalak and Mark Wenger, from Chi-
cago and Michigan, and the Mini Endurance Trial first place 
team Craig Ingraham and Ike Lamke.  They are a local team 
and members of the St. Louis Triumph Club.   

   As you may have read in the earlier article, these rallies are 
long, with over 600 miles in the full rally.   Rally Masters Robert 
Rushing and Simon Dix commented, ―It was a fantastic year.‖    

   I talked with two teams; both ran the Trial and enjoyed it.  Of 
course, the weather was perfect, the road conditions excellent, 
and the teams well paired.   

   The Bruce Hamper and Lee Fox team with a 1969 Austin 
Healey Sprite finished the rally in 7th place having driven nearly 
435 miles.  Lee shared this information with me:  

Why do you and Bruce participate in this event?   

   Why? Because it is fun, challenging and a great excuse to 
drive Little British Cars around the countryside with other like-
minded, crazy people. This is the second year I have partici-

pated.  After hearing all the war stories from other club mem-
bers, how could I not join in the fun?   

   Additionally, it was the second year I teamed with Bruce 
Hamper and his two childhood friends from Chicago, Joe and 
Joel.  Joe intended to bring his Jaguar XKE along for the rally, 
but a flat tire prevented the departure from Chicago, so the 
BMW substituted.  

How do you determine your route?  

   It seems like the key to making the most out of the rally is 
not to just jump in the car and start driving, but to take the 
time in the parking lot to figure a basic course.  

   We looked at the list of stops and plotted them on the map.  
It came down to pretty much a decision of ―clockwise or 
counter-clockwise.‖  We decided to tackle the Modoc stop 
first, going in a counter-clockwise direction with the thought 
that we could have lunch at the stop at Lambert‘s Cafe in 
Sikeston.  We had to show our visitors from Chicago the finest 
example of American Gluttony Missouri can provide.  We did 
not make it! 

Do you share the driving?   

(Continued on page 5) 
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Calendar 

 

7 May 2011—SLTOA “Italian Tuneup” Drive, open to 
all LBC/sports car clubs in greater St Louis.  Meet at 

Dierberg‘s at MO 79/I-70 at 10 AM, initial drive north on 79 
and then a tour of the back roads of St Charles, Lincoln 
and Pike Counties.  Lunch in Clarksville and don‘t forget to 
say hi to Officer Jeffries. 

15 May 2011—Museum of Transport Classics Show, 
3015 Barrett Station Rd, for cars built in 1985 and older.  
11 AM to 2 PM, sponsored by the Spirit of St Louis Region 
Classic Car Club of America, Cadillac-LaSalle Club, Gate-
way City Region Antique Car Club of America and Missis-
sippi Valley Packard Club.  Information from Don Hoel-

scher, CCCA (636)939-9667.  

15-18 May 2011—BritishV8 2011.  The 15th Annual British 

V8 Meeting will take place in and around Townsend, TN.  
Host hotel is the TalleyHo Inn, just outside of Great Smoky 
Mountain national Park.  Tentative schedule posted, more 
details to follow: www.britishv8.org/british-v8-
meetings.htm.  

17 May 2011—SLTOA Monthly Meeting, 

Pio‟s, 401 First Capitol Dr, St Charles.  

21 May 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30

-10:30 AM at Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock 
Hill Plaza @ Manchester and McKnight, St Louis. 

28 May-05 Jun 2011—British Car Week!   
www.britishcarweek.org.  

3-5 Jun 2011—20
th

 
Annual Cham-
paign British Car 
Festival, “Get 
Your Kicks on 
Route 66.”  In Bloomington, featured marquee is the 

Mini Cooper.  Details to follow, monitor 
www.champagnebritishcarfestival.com.  

4 Jun 2011—Evening at the Meramec Music Theater, 
Steelville, MO.  See page 3.  

5 Jun 2011—Triumphs at Delmar Loop, see page 3.  

5 Jun 2011—24
th 

Annual St Louis European Auto 
Show, presented by Bentley of St Louis at Frontenac 

Plaza.  Setup 10-11 AM, show runs 11 AM-3 PM with 
awards at 3:00.  Spectators free, entry fee $25 per car 
($35 after 15 May).  Benefits the St Louis Shriners Hospi-
tal, see www.stleuropeanautoshow.com/EuroShow/
default. Aspx.  

10-11 Jun 2011—8
th

 Annual Cars & Cycles Against 
Cancer, Blytheville, AR at the Holiday Inn.  The fun starts 

Friday night with a ―Relay for Life‖ parade of cars, contin-
ues into Saturday.  Info: Steve Southard (870)623-2605, 
details at www.carsandcyclesagainstcancer.com.  

15-18 Jun 2011—TRA 2011, annual Triumph Register of 

America gathering.  Hosted by Tri-State Triumphs, host 
hotel is the Holiday Inn-Fort Wayne, 4111 Paul Shaffer 
Drive.  For more information monitor www.tra2011.com.  

18 Jun 2011—Annual SLTOA Drive & Picnic, Karl & 

Barbara Schmitt‘s home in Hillsboro, constitutes the club‘s 
June meeting.   

18 Jun 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-10:30 AM, 

at Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza, Manches-
ter and McKnight, St Louis.  

19 Jun 2011—Museum of Transport Father‟s Day Car 
Show-“Cars With Class.”  Open event for judged and 

non-judged vehicles 25 years old or older, sponsored by 
the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri, free museum 
admission, 11 AM to 3:30 PM.  Information at 
www.hccmo.com.  

9 Jul 2011—8
th

 Annual Lincoln Land Community Col-
lege Motorsports Club Show, sponsored by the 

LLCC MotorSports Club.  8 AM to 4 PM, judged show on 
the main campus of Lincoln Land Community College, 
5250 Shepherd Rd, Springfield, IL.  For details contact 
Dick Rogers at (217)786-2417, (800)727-4161 ext 62417 
or dick.rogers@llcc.edu.  

10 Jul 2011—13
th 

Annual World‟s Largest Catsup 
Bottle Festival Car, Truck & Bike Show, AmLegion 

Post 395, 1022 Vandalia/IL 159, Collinsville, 10 AM to 5 
PM.  All models, makes and year are invited, $10 entry 
fee.  For info call (618)975-1372.  

16 Jul 2011—Saturday Cars & Coffee, 8:30-10:30 AM, at 

Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza, Manchester 
and McKnight, St Louis .  

19 Jul 2011—SLTOA Meeting at John Lamberg‘s, annual 

club burger burn and sweatfest.   

22-24 Jul 2011—12
th

 Annual GOBMC All-British Car & 
Cycle Blow-Out, on the square in historic Carthage, 

MO.  Hosted by the Greater Ozarks British Motoring Club, 
info at www.gobmc.org.  

11-13 Aug 2011—The Roadster Factory Summer 
Party, Armagh, PA.  Note date change from 5-6 August.  

Information at www.the-roadster-factory.com/
indexmain.php or call Will Jones (814)446-6440.  

17-21 Aug 2011—Triumph in 
the Rockies III VTR National 
Convention, Breckenridge, 

CO.  Hosted by the Rocky Moun-
tain Triumph Club; host hotel is 
the Beaver Run Resort in 
Breckenridge, details at http://vtr2011.com/.   

16 Sept 2011—Annual Welcome BBQ for the StL 
ABBCS, hosted by All British Car Repair at the Red Roof 

Inn, Westport.  

17 Sept 2011—30
th

 Anniversary St Louis All British 
Car & Cycle Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park, hosted by 

St Louis MG Club with SLTOA providing the food conces-
sion.  Featured marquee this year is MG, in honor of the 
50th anniversary of the introduction of the MG Midget.  
Monitor www.allbritishcarshow.com.  
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   The members of the St Louis Triumph Owners 

Association extend their condolences to the family 

of member Ron Spiegelman on the passing of his 
brother, Bob Spiegelman.  Bob, 54, passed at Bar-

nes-Jewish Hospital on Sunday, 20 March; he was 

the director of the Lindbergh High School Spirit of 

St Louis Marching Band.   

Evening at the Meramec Music Theater 
Steelville, MO 

Saturday 4 June  
   This past fall a few of us spent a pleasant afternoon at the 
Steelville Meramec Music Theater where we enjoyed a splen-
did Christmas Musical show.  We enjoyed it so much that we 
decided to try another show in the spring. 

   Spring is now here and on Saturday, June 4th, the Theater 
will present a ―Musical Varity Show.‖  No particular theme, just 
good old American music.  So, I have tentatively reserved (8) 
seats, front and center at $18.00 each. 

   For those who might be interested in joining us, present 
plans would be to meet at the Goldman Covered Bridge, or 
the Schmitt‘s house nearby, around 10:00 AM, and after a 
suitable break, drive on to Steelville via the back roads thru 
Potosi, for the show which begins at 2:00 PM.   

   After the show, a bit after 5:00 PM, we will drive home via 
Cuba with a stop for dinner at the Frisco Pub, a simple restau-
rant with a railroad theme atmosphere and good food. After 
that, I-44 and eastward bound. 

    Most anyone is welcome to join us, SLTOA member 
or not, and as many as care to. Modern cars are recom-
mended as the drive is a bit long and the parking at the 
theater is not really secure.  Give it some thought, 
check your calendar, and drop us a line!  

    Karl & Barbara Schmitt, targetguy39@hotmail.com.  

up, go to www.sltoa.org.  On the left hand side, there is a menu 
item under ―Our Site‖ called ―Mailing List‖.  Click on ―Mailing 
List‖ and it will take you to a window to sign up.  Under 
―Subscribing to Triumphs‖ there is a place to put in your email 
address.  Put in your email address, your name if you like, and 
pick a password.  You can click yes or no on a ―daily digest‖ 
version of the list.  Yes gives you one email at the end of the 
day for all mail that has come through that list for the day.  The 
default is no because there is rarely more than one email per 
day (I just went to the Archives and counted 21 pieces of mail 
for April, 7 for March, and none December through Febru-
ary.)  At the bottom of this section click on ―Subscribe‖.  After 
you do this, you will get a confirmation email.  In that email is a 
link back to the list where your email address, name, and pre-
ferred daily digest, yes or no will be displayed.  If you confirm 
here, then you are on the list.  Now that you are on the list you 

Steering Wheel (Continued from page 1) 

Triumphs in The Loop  
Sunday, 5 June 

Sponsored by the Loop Special Business District 
Show at the parking lot at the west of Fitz‘s (6605 Del-
mar Blvd), overflow into the Commerce lot across the 

street and possibly the Tivoli parking lot.   

Show time about 9:30.   

Contact SLTOA member (and Loop vice-president) Jeff 
Weintrop at theslvrdude@aol.com for updates, also 

monitor the SLTOA blog and SLTOA email   

can send an email to everyone else who is on the list by writing 
one email and addressing it to triumphs@sltoa.org.  In only a 
few minutes, everyone on the list will receive your email.  For 
those who receive your email, they can respond back to you 
personally by clicking on ―reply‖ and their response will come 
back only to you.  If on the other hand, that person wants to 
share his response with everyone on the list, all they have to 
do is click ―reply all‖ and everyone on the list will see the re-
sponse.  This is my favorite method of quick communication 
since I check my email daily. 

    Next I am going to talk about something I know almost noth-
ing about.  Facebook.  There are those who use Facebook for 
their daily communication, and then there are those who avoid 
it.  Sad to say, I am on the ―avoid it‖ list.  But there are many 
benefits.  Anyone who is a friend of the SLTOA Facebook page 
can share pictures and stories of what they are doing related to 
the St. Louis Triumph hobby.  So I would like to encourage 
everyone who is familiar with Facebook to join the SLTOA site 
and begin sharing.  I would also like to request that if there is 
anyone who is good with Facebook and is familiar with the 
SLTOA Facebook site to write up something for the newsletter 
to introduce us ―avoid it‖ people to it.  Who knows, perhaps 
we‘ll quit avoiding it! 

   SLTOA‘s web site, www.sltoa.org, has a blog page.  This is 
accessed from the main page menu item on the left called 
plainly enough, ―Blog‖.  Mark Morgan has been the main con-
tributor to this section of the site.  He has used it to note our 
most current events.  This can be used by anyone in the 
club.  Just work with Gary Allgood or Mark Morgan.  It could be 
used to share pictures and notes of your current project. 

    Exhaust Notes is our monthly web or print newsletter.  If you 
are an SLTOA member, this is your newsletter.  Mark Morgan 
is the editor, but anyone in the club can write an article and put 
pictures in.  All you have to do is send your contribution to 
Mark Morgan at rangermk@sbcglobal.net.  If you aren‘t into 
typing on the computer, call him on the phone at (636)227-
2662.  There is also nothing wrong with the US postal service 
mail.  Mark‘s address is: 1225 Dunloe Road, Manchester MO, 
63021. 

    With all that said, the absolute best way to stay in touch is 
one-on-one with your friends in the club.  Pick up the phone, 
drop a personal email, or stop by and visit.  Then once a month 
come to our SLTOA monthly meeting.  All of our meetings in-
volve eating and time to share your life and hobby with your 
friends.  Our ―meeting‖ section gives everyone a chance to 
share with everyone else as a group.  For this part of the meet-
ing I purposely do not have a strict ―agenda‖ for several rea-
sons.  The primary reason is, I am not that organized.  The 
next most important reason is club members have a very re-
laxed give and take, which in my opinion promotes a more en-
tertaining and friendly atmosphere. 

    So, join the club, stay in touch with your friends, live and 
enjoy life to its fullest! 

       - Creig 
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SLTOA Meeting Notes—19 April 2011 

bardier/navigator/SLTOA member Lee Fox finished seventh 
with 434.986 miles.  

   Next up, the introduction of new member Greg Ryman, who‘s 
looking for a good used Spitfire.  As he put it, ―I want a toy…I 
have a friend with a ‘67 Camaro, has about $60,000 sunk into it 
and I don‘t want that big of a toy.‖  John Lamberg stepped up 
and lead a discussion involving several members on the vari-
ous options for Greg and available Spits within the club.   

  At this point, another public service announcement: tornadoes 
confirmed in the vicinity of the border between St Louis and 
Franklin County.  Everyone took precautionary measures and 
ordered another round.   

   Prez Creig next relayed some information from Tony Panchot 
concerning a hardware store in Kansas City – Harry J.Epstein 
Co, ―‖Wholesale Industrial American Hand Tool Distributor‖ – 
which is offering a ratchet fitted to a screwdriver handle, called 
a Wilde modded ratchet.  Tony recommended everyone take a 
look at the rather unique tool and indicated he‘d probably bring 
a few back from KCMO for resale to club members (see pg 9).   

   Returning to the discussion of upcoming events, Karl Schmitt 
took the floor with information on the planned Steelville music 
trip, Saturday, 4 June.  He‘s reserved eight seats at the Mera-
mec Music Theater and needs commitments from interested 
SLTOA music aficionados; tickets are $18 per person and 
Karl‘s willing to reserve more if necessary.  The program the 
evening of the 4th is the ―Country Variety Show‖ and starts at 8 
PM.  Figure on an 80-mile drive down I-44 with a turn south at 
Cuba; Karl recommended driving ―…your Detroit iron, Toyota 
iron or whatever iron.‖   

   AND, Karl and Barbara are hosting the annual SLTOA sum-
mer picnic/drive this year.  After much debate and some ques-
tionable voting, the club settled on Saturday, 18 June with the 
25th serving as the rain date.  We‘ll gather at his house down 
near Hillsboro, ―up the creek from the covered bridge,‖ details 
to follow.  By popular acclaim, the picnic will constitute June‘s 
club meeting.  

   Moving forward in the calendar a bit, the first-ever SLTOA 
―Italian Tuneup‖ road trip is now scheduled for Saturday, 7 
May.  As discussed last month, we‘ll meet at the Dierberg‘s at 
MO 79 and I-70 at 10 AM and then take a nice drive up 79, 
with plenty of time on the back roads of St Charles, Lincoln and 
Pike Counties.  Lunch will take place in Clarksville, Andy Stark 
is coordinating.  The event is open to all LBC clubs. 

   Concerning other future club gatherings, May‘s meeting will 
take place Tuesday, 17 May at Pio‘s in downtown/old town St 
Charles.  June‘s meeting is the 18 June picnic, while in July 
we‘ll all gather at John Lamberg‘s for the annual burger burn 
and ―SweatFest.‖  There is a possibility we‘ll schedule a meet-
ing later in the year at the famous Chuckaburger on St Charles 
Rock Road.  Finally, John Lamberg mentioned a possible car-
related event at Temple Israel on Ladue Road, third weekend 
of October.  He‘ll check on the details and will get back to the 
membership.  

   Following a last call for drivers for the weekend concours at 
Forest Park, a call for someone to remember to bring donuts to 
said concours and an update on the St Louis Sports Car Coun-
cil (the web page is now active, at www.stlscc.org), the meeting 
adjourned at 8:22 PM.   

   April‘s meeting found the 
SLTOA faithful gathered at 
Nicoletti‘s in Ballwin for a 
typically outstanding Italian 
dinner and light show, the 
latter courtesy of Mother 
Nature.  In fact, the meeting 
started under a tornado 
watch, followed by other 
maladies including heavy 
rain, hail, pestilence, 
plague and the Chicago 
Cubs.  Early conversation 
revolved around the an-
nouncement by one mem-
ber, ―Hey, there‘s a Wedge 
in the ditch off 141!‖  Most 

of the Triumph owners present responded with somber nods 
and the agreement, ―Oh, that‘s never happened to me.‖  An-
other, community-oriented member volunteered that she and 
her husband did make a point of stopping at the stricken Wedge 
to look for bodies.  

   The business portion of the meeting commenced at 7:36 PM 
with the treasurer‘s report, courtesy of Don Huber.  The club 
held a balance of $2867.96 on 15 March; the primary expendi-
ture of $450 to the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri for the 
upcoming Easter concours at Forest Park.  Income included 
$465 in deposits/payments from the membership for the con-
cours, resulting in a balance of $2882.96, for an increase of $15 
over March.  

   Next up, said Forest Park Concours d‘Elegance, and the eve-
ning found a few owners still needing driving assistance for their 
multi-car ―collections.‖  After much back and forth (―whose wife 
is driving which car?‖ ―Waitaminit, he has a wife?!‖) we got the 
driver situation straightened out.  Veep/show honcho Craig 
Madsen noted SLTOA had 29 cars signed up and paid for the 
event but reminded the multitude that if the car wasn‘t physically 
at Forest Park this Sunday, it didn‘t count in the competition with 
the MG Club of St Louis.  Drivers could bring their cars up after 
7 AM and all vehicles had to be in place by 10:30 BUT, as Craig 
put it, ―if you get there after about 9 AM, it‘ll get ugly.‖  He added 
President Creig made a bold decision: this year, instead of lining 
up cars by type (Spit, GT6, TR4, TR6, etc), we‘ll line them up in 
order of arrival.  SLTOA has two rows reserved, the vehicles will 
get parked back-to-back.   

   At this point one of the members presented a public service 
announcement: the stricken TR7 – mentioned prior to the meet-
ing – was now out of the ditch, which was good news.  Unfortu-
nately, it was last observed floating down the Meramec River, 
heading for the Gulf of Mexico.  

   Returning to business, a spirited discussion/recap ensued 
concerning the Missouri Endurance Rally/Mini-Endurance Trial 
of 9-10 April.  One Triumph crew – Craig Ingraham and Ike 
Lamke, in Craig‘s ‘74 TR6 – participated in the mini-endurance 
run and won, with a mileage total of 413.099…just .253 miles in 
front of the second place team of Janel Demick and Carol Man-
gles, 413.352 miles in a ‘77 MGB.   They in turn just beat out the 
third-place team of John and Keith Mangles in a ‘66 MGB, 
414.486 miles.  Bruce Hamper – editor of the MG club newslet-
ter and proud owner of a ‘67 Austin-Healey Sprite – and bom-
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   Bruce drove most of the distance 
and I filled in toward evening.  It is 
a long time in a little car, but with 
many stops along the way, it was 
really not very tiring or cramped.  

Where were the stops along the 
way?  

   Modoc is an interesting stop 
along a beautiful stretch of road.  
We dropped down the bluff just 
south of the marker and had to 
backtrack a little bit.   Mound City 
is a sobering Civil War era national 
cemetery.  Half of the graves are 
―unknown.‖ 

   Lambert‘s Café - what is there to 
say?  It‘s a recruiting station for contestants for ―The Biggest 
Loser.‖  Why was there a half hour wait to eat at 3:30 p.m. on a 
Saturday afternoon?   

   Duck Creek is a very rural place.  I will be back later to explore 
this beautiful area.   Pickle Creek is in Hawn State Park, which 
is one of the best parks in Missouri, but this trail is off the beaten 
path.  I will return to hike this area.  

   It was dark when we arrived at Washington State Park and it 
was full of campers.   It was a beautiful, starry night with the 
smell of wood smoke.  Summer is just around the corner.  

Does your wife Gail think you are insane?   

   Yes, and not just for the Endurance Rally.  Oh no, she knows, 
not thinks, I am insane, but loves me anyway.  

What were the highlights and lowlights of the trip?   

   It was a great day with a great route and great people -- so 
much better than the washout from the year before.   

   There was only one mechanical problem and that was the 
―upgraded‖ Mini heater control valve on Bruce‘s Sprite.  It 
sprang a leak while on the ferry across the Mississippi from Mo-
doc to Ste. Genevieve.  

   We stopped south of Ste. Gen where a farmer gave us water 
and we limped backed to an AutoZone in town.  We bought 
some gasket material to make a blanking plate to bypass the 
heater.  All went well, so we enjoyed a Murphy‘s Irish Stout from 
the nearby grocery store while we waited for the engine to cool.   

   We lost about an hour and half due to the breakdown, so we 
did not make it to Lambert‘s on time.  Instead, we had a huge 
Cajun meal in Cape Girardeau - perfect food to eat before driv-
ing through swamps and good in a convertible car. 

   

    The second team Janel Demick and Carol Mangles placed 
2nd in the Trial.  This team was second by only .35 miles, I guess 
the trip around the parking lot was one too many.  Janel drove 
Emma, her 1975 MGB, with Carol as the superb navigator.  
Janel, who is never shy with a comment, had this to say:   

Why would you want to spend this much time driving? 

   Why wouldn‘t I want to?  I would rather be driving than just 
about anything.  I never get tired of driving.  It is vehicular ther-
apy for me.  Top down and five minutes on the road and all is 
good with the world.  Seriously, I could have driven another five 

Endurance Rally (Continued from 

page 1) 

hours or so.  In fact, I arrived home 
at midnight and was wired and 
wide-awake until 3:00 a.m. Sunday 
morning.     

   We started the Trial at 8:30 am, 
departing from the Red Roof Inn.  
We crossed over into Illinois via the 
JB Bridge, took Kaskaskia Road 
and then MM down through Ren-
ault and to the Bluff Road running 
that to Modoc.  I knew exactly 
where this first stop was because it 
is in an area I drive several times a 
year.  Psychologically, it was a 
great way to start the day.    

   The next stop was Mound City 
and the National Cemetery, then 
Lambert‘s in Sikeston, Duck 
Creek, Pickle Creek and the final 

stop, Opossum Trail in Washington State Park.  We pulled into 
the Red Roof Inn at 11:00 p.m. (late compared to most other 
teams, but we were ―off road‖ as much as ―on road‖ and that 
cut into the miles per hour.  Emma ended the mini rally with 
413 miles.    

How do you stay awake?   

   That has really never been an issue for me.  I don‘t get tired 
when I am behind the wheel.  Of course, gummi worms and 
Code Red help, too.  

Did you experience any problems on the trip?   

   None.  Emma ran perfectly!  Okay, I did have a NASTY sun-
burn, but that was my own fault for not ―blocking‖ up when we 
put the top down. The biggest problem is that I cannot seem to 
find a navigator willing to tackle the FULL rally! 

Is skill involved in this process?   

   Sure.  Any contest/competition requires some sort of skill and 
this is not any different.  Map reading and navigation are key.  
Communication is essential.  I made a fatal error in 2009 with 
my copilot Niecy‘s first rally.  I assumed she knew to count 
roads on the map once we turned off the hard road onto the 
gravel roads.  After the first turn, we quickly realized there were 
no stinkin‘ street signs in the forest.  Keeping your driver awake 
is important – ditto with the navigator.  Getting ALONG with 
your partner is VERY important since you are stuck in a tiny 
car with her, sometimes under very poor conditions, for a very 
long period.  

Are female teams better at this than the male teams? 

   Of course we are!  Are we not at everything we do?  This is 
actually one competition where gender isn‘t a factor.  I almost 
said ―sex‖ but hey, what some people do during the MER on 
the lonely back roads is none of my business…. In addition, the 
fact that we finished ahead of ten ―all male‖ teams, pretty much 
says it all.  I am going to take some grief for that comment.   

Were you pleased with your standing?   

   This is my sixth MER, I have second place, third place, last 
place finishes, a DNF (did not finish) and some of the best 
memories ever.  In addition, I know exactly where we lost mile-
age that kept us from taking 1st place.  The absolute best MER 
I ran was the first one with Team Thelma & Louise (Janel and 
Niecy Fisher).  We were hopelessly misplaced in the Mark 

(Continued on page 7) 

   The team of Bruce Hamper/Lee Fox looks like they have it 

all figured out, eh?  Photo courtesy Lee Fox.  
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Backwards Glance: The Peerless GT 

   Over the years the Triumph‘s cars provided the foundation 
for several specialty vehicles, which ranged from one-off racers 
to homebuilts to production cars.  The latter category included 
a product of Slough, Berkshire, England, the Peerless GT. Pro-
duced from 1958 through 1960, it proved pretty attractive, even 
with the then-standard 50s-style fins.   

   Interestingly enough, the car drew its name from the Peer-
less truck, a product of Cleveland, OH.  Originally the manufac-
turer of washing machine wringers dating to 1889, Peerless 
started building bicycles during the late 1890s and cars in 
1901.  Peerless started racing its cars in 1906; a 1915 merger 
with the General Vehicle Company resulted in the separation of 
passenger car and truck production, with the latter falling under 
the Peerless Truck & Motor Company.    

   During World War I, the US and 
British Armies bought a large num-
ber of the company‘s trucks for use 
in the field; when it came time for 
major maintenance, they returned 
from the continent to a depot in 
Slough.  Notably, during the conflict 
the British Army took 16 of the 
trucks and converted them into 

armored cars, complete with two turrets fitted with .303 ma-
chine guns.  Postwar, many of the trucks remained in England 
and gained a reputation as strong, reliable vehicles.   

  Unfortunately, despite an effort to diversify from luxury cars 
into mid-range vehicles – while concurrently developing a top-
of-the-line V-16-powered car – Peerless fell victim to the de-
pression.  At the time of its closure in 1931, it was the last ma-
jor car manufacturer in Cleveland.  The president and board of 
directors subsequently decided to go into a new line of work; 
they converted the factory into a brewery and founded the Car-
ling Brewing Company (―Hey Mabel!‖).  

   Fast-forward a quarter of a century.  In 1956, noted Midlands 
hotel owner James Byrne decided he wanted to build a racing 
car, with the possibility of putting it into production for road use.  
He teamed up with engine tuner and builder Bernie Rodger 
and they settled on the old Slough depot – the former mainte-
nance site for Peerless military trucks – as their factory.  Ini-
tially calling their design the Warwick – for the name of the 
county where Byrnes‘ hotel was located – the two then decided 
to draw on a still popular name in the United Kingdom, Peer-
less.  

   Rodger designed and built 
a strong, square-tube space 
frame chassis, fabricated a 
2+2 body from steel and 
aluminum and dropped in a 
TR3 suspension, engine 
and transmission.  In testing following its completion, the proto-
type managed 120 mph.  They then widened the chassis, 
added a deDion rear axle, and put the car in the 1957 Paris 
Motor Show.  Standard-Triumph liked what it saw and agreed 
to provide engines and transmissions for the production cars.  

   Sold as the ―sports car for the family man,‖ the new Peerless 
GT shifted to a glass-reinforced plastic (GRP) body for cost 
and fabrication reasons.  The first three examples rolled out in 
May 1958 and Byrnes and Rodger built up from there, with the 

expectation of 1500 sales per year, including eventual sales in 
the United States.  

   Over 21-22 June 1958, the 
company – ably assisted by 
Standard-Triumph engineers 
and mechanics – entered a 
single car in the annual 
leMans 24-hour endurance 
race.  Out of 55 starters, 
only 20 cars finished the 
competition, 15 hours of which was run in the rain.  The lone 
Peerless GT, driven by Peter Jopp and Percy Crabb, covered 
259 laps and managed a 16th-place finish plus first in class.  
Olivier Gendebien and Phil Hill won in a Ferrari 250 Testa 
Rossa, followed by Graham and Peter Whitehead in an Aston 
Martin DB3S and three Porsches: two 718 Spyders and a 550A 
RS (as an aside, the race also featured an 18-year-old Pedro 
Rodriguez in a NART Ferrari 500 Testa Rossa and 19-year-old 
Graham Hill in a Lotus Mk15.  Neither finished).   

   The results of the leMans finish immediately boosted sales of 
the Peerless and contributed to the company‘s decision to 
move to a larger facility.  The owners also split the company, 
forming Peerless Cars Ltd for manufacturing purposes while 
turning over sales and promotion to Peerless Motors.    

   Generally, the press gave rave reviews to the GT. One re-
view posted online by the TR Register noted:  

   Although heavier than the Triumph and Morgan two-
seaters with the same power unit, the Peerless was 
quicker off the mark. This was no doubt due to the de 
Dion axle, which virtually eliminated wheelspin. Also, 
the Peerless accelerated better at the top end of the 
scale because of the more streamlined body which also 
gave the impressive top speed of 107 mph on test. The 
car ran straight and true at the high speeds it was capa-
ble of, and was surprisingly quiet when cruising in over-
drive, but he felt that the engine could be heard and felt 
excessively at other times. The wheelbase in this new 
car was six inches longer and the track five inches 
wider that the equivalent Triumph, giving a surprising 
improvement to the ride with virtually no roll, the de 
Dion axle providing better wheel adhesion than the con-
ventional rear end. This increase 
of track and wheelbase fulfilled 
the designer's intention of making 
this a comfortable four-seater 
coupe with the strength and reli-
ability of the TR mechanical com-
ponents. 

     In 1958, the cars went for £990, 
plus a £500 purchase tax (!), about 
$2300; a TR3 at the time went for 
under £1000 (~$1600), including tax.  
Still, those seeking to purchase Peer-
less GTs found themselves on long 
waiting lists while the company strug-
gled to switch from craftsman/cottage 
industry vehicle fabrication to mass 
production.  The owners contracted 
with a company in Surrey to build 
fiberglass bodies; part of the process 
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TRs in Print 

   The April 2011 issue of Classic & Sports 
Cars contains a feature article comparing 
the Triumph TR6,  Austin-Healey 100 and 
the TVR Chimaera, highly entertaining.   

    The May 2011 edition of Classic Mo-
torsports wraps up a multi-part series on 
the restoration of the former Group 44 GT6.  
The publisher and his crew managed to get 
the car to some vintage races, won and 
concours...and, put the car up for sale.   

TR Humour 

   TINS: Was on the way to Ace Hardware in the red TR6 when 
I pulled alongside a most excellent replica Shelby Cobra 427.  
The owner was on the cell phone, but nodded and gave a 
thumbs up.   

   A couple of blocks later, he pulled back alongside and yelled 
out, ―I sold those (Triumphs) for 10 years!‖   

   Response: ―You poor man!‖  

   His response: ―Yeah, I made a lot of enemies!‖   

involved development of the Phase 2 
GT, which used a single molding for 
the body vice 57 separate moldings, 
resulting in a lighter and more rigid car.    

   In 1959, Peerless shipped its first two 
left-hand-drive cars to Los Angeles for 
modification by designer/engineer Jim 
Keeble.  He planned to install a 283 
Corvette engine in one of the GTs for 
singer Rick Nelson.  Peerless agreed 
to the sale and conversion, with the 
understanding the factory would do the 
actual installation, possibly leading to 
production of a V-8-powered GT.   

   However, personality clashes within 
the Peerless board of directors killed 
the project and also mortally wounded 
the company.  The company‘s suppli-
ers, observing the battle in the board-
room, backed off and Peerless col-
lapsed after producing only 50 Phase 2 
GTs, although some were subse-
quently completed from parts stores.   
Peerless Motors – the sales and distri-
bution arm – went into receivership, followed by Peerless Cars 
Ltd in 1960.  

   Former Peerless director John Gordon worked with Jim Kee-
ble to develop the Gordon GT using the Chevy 283, but they 
parted ways after building a prototype, primarily due to lack of 
financing.  However, the two later founded Gordon Keeble Ltd 
in Hampshire and turned out 99 327ci Chevy-powered touring 
cars between 1963 and 1967.  Designed by Giugiaro with bod-
ies built by Bertone, they looked something like a Maserati.  

   As for founders Jim Byrnes and 
Bernie Rodger, they attempted to re-
vive the Peerless, still based on TR3 
mechanicals.  However, this time they 
returned to the original project name of 
―Warwick‖ for the car.  In 1961, the Brit 
car magazine The Motor tested an 
early production model and rated it a 
good car, albeit ―rough, noisy and im-
perfect in some departments.‖  Byrnes 
and Rodger planned to sell the car for 
£1666, planned exports to the Colonies 
and planned to directly challenge 
Gordon‘s project by offering a Buick 
3.5L V-8 car as the Warwick V-8/
Warwick 305GT.   

   Unfortunately, in January 1961 
Bernie Rodger resigned from the new 
company.  Shortly afterwards Byrnes 
followed the engineer out the door, in 
order to concentrate on his hotels.  
One Warwick officer, Andy Clyde, es-
tablished Peerless Dublin in an attempt 
to get the Warwick 305GT into produc-

tion, but he failed.  The best estimate is maybe 40 V-8-
powered cars ever saw the light of day before the company 
went fully tango uniform.   

   A Peerless/Warwick club exists in Britain; you can call it up at 
www.peerless-gt.co.uk/home.htm.  And, if you‘d like to see one 
of these classy Triumph-based GTs live and in person, Hyman 
Ltd in St Louis has one for sale, a 1959 model.  It is unique, it 
is good looking and if you‘re in the neighborhood, it might be 
worth your time to stop by and take in this Triumph-based spe-
cial.   

Our thanks to Hyman Ltd for the use of the photos.   

Twain National Forest for about three hours.  It is not about 
winning to me and it is not about the destination, just all about 
the journey and driving.   

    

I simply love the comments from the teams.  Bruce, Lee, Janel 
and Carol thank you so much for sharing the adventures of the 
rally with the readers.  Clearly, from Janel‘s comments about 
navigational skills I understand why it is not of interest to me.  I 
get lost in my own backyard and have zero, zippo sense of 
direction.   

   There was an unconfirmed rumor that the third place team in 
the Mini Rally encountered a few problems with its borrowed 
car.  First, the hinge on the vent window broke, then the over-
drive switch broke, and finally the battery drained because 
someone failed to shut down the headlights.  It was said this 
team was third in the standings because they had to drive 
around the parking lot a few times to allow the Janel Demick/
Carol Mangles team to place ahead of them.  These two cars 
were together for the entire rally so the guys let the gals finish 
the event with a tad fewer miles.    

   I understand all had fun.  Consider forming a team for next 
year and create your own memories.  

Proofread by Anice Etz 

Next Month: Pt 2—An Interview with the Rally Masters 

Endurance Rally (Continued from page 5) 
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Mentioned in Despatches  

By Kathy Kresser 

   The English Shop 
in St. Charles hosted 
the English Garden 
Fete as part of the 
Tartan Days celebra-
tion of the British and 
Scottish heritage.  
Several MGs and 
Healers displayed 
their cars.    

   John Lore of the 
Healey Club said, 
―The bagpipers were out in force, as well as the 
―Scotties‖ (dogs) and various Scottish clans dressed in kilts 
with their colorful banners created a very nice parade.  Our 
appreciation is extended to Scott and Eileen at The English 
Shop for the invite and to Kathy Kresser for gathering the Brit-
ish cars. ―  

   Scott Keri van of The English Shop, said, ―We just happen to 
be on the parade route.  We started our English Garden Fete 
last year.  Although it is a lot of work for Eileen and me, it is 
much fun and we have met nice people, like the people in the 
MG Club.  We hope that next year we will have more Healers, 
MGs, Triumphs and perhaps an old Rolls Royce—cool!  This 
year we had a raffle for the Fisher House Foundation and 
raised $450.00.  By a long shot our customers liked the Lamb 
Haggis over the Vegetarian Haggis.  I hope you all tried the 
Haggis when you were here.  The gift bags were our way of 
saying, ‗Thank You for coming.‘‖ 

   Thanks to all for showing your LBCs at this fine event.  See 
you next year.  

Proofread by Anice Etz 

Tartan Days Festival in  

St. Charles 

“Another British Oil Spill” -  

New Orleans 

   The British Motoring Club of New Orleans held another bang-
up annual show—traditionally one of the first big events of the 
spring—on 19 March at Delgado-City Park Campus in The Big 
Easy.   
   A total of 143 vehicles entered and a large range of sponsors 
provided the trophies for the winners.  Class awards went to 
David C. Hayden, 1954 TR2 (TR2/3/4/4A/250); James Hoppe, 
1973 TR6 (1969-1973); Frank Lacher, 1974 TR6 (1974-1976); 
and Thomas Boudreaux, 1978 Spitfire 1500 (Spit/GT6).  John 
O‘Conner with a 1949 Triumph TRDA 200 Saloon (see below) 
tied for first place in ―Small Sedans‖ with Wesley Stewart‘s 
1952 Sunbeam-Talbot ST90.  Notably, first place in the 
―Modified Class‖ went to a Little Deuce Coupe, i.e., a ‗32 
Ford….powered by a Rolls-Royce engine (!).  

TR Tech 

Photo/information courtesy of BMCNO 

Tool box gadget 

    This past week I smoked my ―el cheapo‖ VOM (hand held 
volt/ohm meter) while working on a non car related project. As 
this is a necessary tool in my shop, I decided to stop at Home 
Depot to see what they had available for sale. 

  Much to my pleasant surprise they had a nice simple analog 
meter with the scales I want along with a battery testing scale. 
Nice test probes were included along with the usual missing 
battery, and all for a bit under $11.00! 

   I normally permanently keep one of these small ―throw away‖ 
VOM meters in various dedicated tool boxes, such as in my car 
or sail boat. But it seems that I often need one someplace else, 
so why not just purchase a few extra at $11.00 each and place 
one in each tool box. 

    If you work on your own car and or fiddle with other similar 
toys, a simple VOM is a very useful tool. And at $11.00 you 
can not afford to be without one. 

    Source; Home Depot, electrician‘s tools, hanging on the 
rack.       - Karl Schmitt 
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63 Herald 1200 – Under 33K miles, came from California in 

1998.  Has new U-joint on the right side, new battery, new 
top, Spitfire full-synchro transmission.  Problems include a 
sporadically operating gas gauge, minor damage to the 
right front fender, Solex carb needs a rebuild and the air 
filter doesn‘t like to stay on.  Has original black California 
plates, less than 4K on the tires, new white top, seat belts, 
good seats and very little rust.  Drive it home for $1500; 
contact Scott Bloomer at flaedersaft@cfaiht.com, Decatur, 
IL (VTR Classifieds) 

64 TR4—Excellent condition throughout, just completed an 

extensive restoration: stripped to bare metal and painted 
with flawless base coat/clear coat finish; all rubber, carpet, 
chrome and incidentals (reflectors and plastics) replaced; 
all new brakes and master cylinder, water pump, carbs 
rebuilt.  The combination of red on black with the white 
steel dash is an exceptional color combination and the 
redline Michelins on wires add the final touch.  The car is 

in Frontenac, asking $18,000.  Also have a „57 MGA with 

factory hardtop, requires restoration; „70 TR6 with wires, 

redline Michelins and factory hardtop, very rusty but it runs 

great; and another TR4A which I started to restore many 

years ago and is basically apart.  Call for details, Jeff 
Homsher, goldeneaglehc@sbcglobal.net or (314)705-
9091.  

67 Spitfire—Car has 

12,000 miles, motor has 
112,000 but was told it 
was rebuilt when I pur-
chased it two years ago.  
Did full frame-off restora-
tion of body and interior, 
paint not flawless but it 
looks fair for a 45-year-
old daily driver, also had 

the bumpers re-chromed.  No radio, has new battery, new 
carb jets, new rubber hoses on the carb, comes with spare 
tire and extra new generator and fuel pump.  Asking 
$5800, contact for additional photos, Rick Kargus, rkar-
gus@revealexhibits.com or cell (314)800-9737.   

72 Spitfire Mk IV—36K actual miles, exterior was originally 

white, repainted red with black interior and tan replace-
ment top, some body dings and rust. Very good running 
condition; new tires, shocks, tie rods, brake pads, clutch 
master cylinder, fuel filter, air filter, points and plugs in 
2003. Stored in garage and not driven since. Battery and 
fuel pump replaced and road tested March 2011. $5000 
OBO. Car is my father‘s and in south St Louis, I am in 
Michigan but will return to help the parents move, can 
show the car from about April 5th through the 30th. Follow-
ing that, other arrangements can be made. Contact Kurt 
Struckmeyer, Farmington Hills, MI hm (428)254-3725, cell 
(630)809-1714, klstruckmeyer@aol.com.  

72 TR6—Beautiful green paint, wonderful driving machine, 

mechanically top-rate TR, asking $9000.  Call Steve 
Engert, Washington, MO (636)667-6580.   

76 Spitfire—Runs great!  Convertible top, hardtop and ton-

neau cover, new carpet, new walnut steering wheel, elec-

SLTOA Classifieds 

tric radiator fan, dual ex-
hausts and automatic 
trickle charger.  Asking 
$5000, call George Most 
(314)822-7437. 

76 TR6—66.3 miles, brown 

with chesnut interior, origi-
nally factory paint. Driven 
and enjoyed by original owner.  Michelin red lines, elec-
tronic ignition, stainless mufflers/exhaust, new front sus-
pension, original top and tonneau cover, some body rust.  
$7500, Bill Schuler, Willowbrook, IL, schuler@att.net or 
call (630)794-0000 (VTR Classifieds).  

79 Spitfire—30K miles, green with tan interior and original 

black top, all in good shape save for torn driver‘s seat.  
Has been in the garage its entire life, has overdrive and 
hardtop.  $7500, contact Barney Emerson (314)623-9122. 

79 Spitfire 1500—Owned and babied since 1980, very nice 

original car.  Original 45K miles; daily driver for three years 
and then driven only about 200-300 miles per year.  Nice 
repaint during the 1990s, interior near perfect with new 
Robbins top.  Frame and floors are solid, engine bay de-
tailed, can send photos.  $7000.  Contact Tom, St Charles, 
IL at tomtr676@gmail.com or call (630)587-5677 (VTR 
Classifieds) 

For Sale—205/55 ZR15 pair, 225/50 ZR15 pair, staggered set 

Dunlop tires, full tread, $300.  They were mounted up, 
went to a car show and back and then dismounted; too big 
in diameter for the car I had them on.  They didn‘t rub, they 
just didn‘t look right.  Less that 200 miles on the set, tread 
widths are 7 and 8 inches, diameter 24 inches.  Call Craig 
at (636)734-3937.  

For Sale—Weber downdraft carb and manifold from a Spitfire 

1500, also have a hardtop.  Contact Karl Schmitt at target-
guy39@hotmail.com and he‘ll refer you to the seller.  

For Sale—New set of Spitfire seat 2 foam backs and 2 bot-

toms, $300.  New in box for a newer-style body.  Call 
Craig (636)734-3937.   

For Sale—Used TR6 A-type overdrive transmission and over-

drive, $900 OBO.  Creig Houghtaling (314)401-7817.  

For Sale—TR3: one original, VGC convertible frame 

(hoodstick), $100.  TR3: set of new door seals, $40. TR4: 
block, crank and two good heads with one good intake/
exhaust manifold, call for price.  TR4: Two late commis-
sion no. starters, one was new with little use and changed 
out to gear reduction type.  TR6: left/right new door skins, 
make offer.  XKE: Original Series I chrome wheel with 
whitewall tire, like new, used as spare, $100.  Four 48 
spoke pointed/blasted good condition wheels with good 
Pirelli tires, $100.   A good swap will be considered, call 
Arlie King (314)713-9482.  

For Sale—Many used TR2/TR3/TR4 parts, reasonable, con-

tact for availability, will ship.  Dow, IL (near Alton) (618)954
-8363 or dave@stinewoodworking.com  (Hemmings).  

Wanted—TR6 top frame.   Charlie Key, Charlie@britishcarsof 

America.com or call (314)428-9335.   
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Next Meeting: 

Tuesday  

17 May 2011 

 

Pio‟s of St Charles 

401 First Capitol Dr 

St Charles 

(636)724-5919 

 

Dinner after 5:30 

Meeting after 7 

And Finally... 

Exclusive!  
The SLTOA Event Response 
Team on their way to the 

Forest Park Concours 
(1937 German Bohmerland Langtouren: 
603cc single-cylinder, two gearboxes.   
The obvious question is, which one‘s 
Creig, which one‘s Craig and who‘s that 
third guy?   Photo by Simon Wright.   
 
http://simonwrightphotos.com/2010-07-18_cpop.htm  


