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View from Behind  

the Steering Wheel 

By Creig Houghtaling 

   Now we've got another beautiful month of spring activities behind us and 
several months of warm weather ahead.  Make sure you read all of the 
newsletter to see everything that is going on.  You won't get a good sum-
mary from me like you might have gotten from Craig Madsen.  Craig man-
aged to stay in touch with most of the local activities.  I don't do as well.  So 
you'll have to read the meeting minutes, the calendar, and other activity 
announcements.  It is also important to show up at the monthly meetings to 
hear what is going on and to contribute to the planning. 

 Our primary upcoming event is our annual picnic meeting this 
month.  Tuesday the 15th at Love Park.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
show off your Triumph.  There is plenty of parking for your Triumph right 
next to the picnic pavilion.  Bring your kids, grand kids, nieces or nephews 
because there is a wonderful playground right next to the pavilion.  I re-
member when my kids used to play in the playground at the SLTOA pic-

(Continued on page 8) 

   The 18 May 2010 meeting, held at the Triumph 
Hobby Shop in Fenton, commenced at 7:45 PM 
with a mighty blast from the official presidential air 
horn.  As usual, food played a role in the proceed-
ings, including the somewhat late start (although 
max tire-kicking also played a part).  In any event, 
our thanks to Joe for providing the evening‘s pizza.  

   First the treasurer‘s report.  SLTOA currently has 
$2603.58 in the bank.  The club went into April with 
$2700.14 and gained $100 from the Horseless Car-
riage Club of Missouri for the Forest Park Show.  
Expenditures included $68.24 and $39.68 for the 
newsletter, $13.64 for Easter food and $75 for an-
nual picnic reservations. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Meeting Notes 

Tuesday 18 May 2010 

Just Because There is a Line on 

the Map Doesn’t Mean  

there is a Road You Can Drive On  

The 2010 Missouri Mini-Endurance Trial 

April 24, 2010 

By Creig Houghtaling 

   This year was the 15th annual Missouri Endurance Rally, put on by the MG 
Club of St. Louis.  The idea of this rally is to prove that old British sports cars 
can be driven reliably for long distances.  But reliability has a price.  Anybody 
who knows old British sports cars knows you don‘t just open the garage door 
and drive your old car 400 to 700 miles without a bit of preparation, but I‘ll get 
to that in a minute. 

   My sister, Phyllis Wilson, and I drove my maroon 1980 TR8.  I bought the car last year.  It is in excellent condition.  But one week 
before the rally, the back two barrels of the 4-barrel carburetor flooded out so I couldn‘t drive the car.  I managed to shut the rear 
off by setting the float valve all the way down.  Then I could drive it home.  It drove just fine on two, but ran out of lungs at high 
RPM.  I wasn‘t sure if I could get it running again just a few days before the rally.   

   Craig Ingraham offered to let me drive his TR6, 
even though he wasn‘t thrilled with the idea of it be-
ing out on a wet rally (rain was predicted for the 
weekend).  But I really wanted to drive my TR8, so I 
decided to see if I could get it running.  I took a day 
of vacation on Thursday and my friend Tom Jones 
came over and we went to work.  I needed new 
wiper blades.  As we were checking the plugs, I 
found a couple were cracked, so I bought and in-
stalled eight new Champions.  We found two vacuum 
ports on the carb that were not plugged.  One had a 

(Continued on page 4) 

The team: Phyllis Wilson and her brother Creig.  

Prior to the start... 
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Calendar 

 

13 Jun 2010—23
rd

 Annual St Louis European Auto 

Show, Plaza Frontenac, see pg 3.  

13 Jun 10—St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 6, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

15 Jun 10—SLTOA Annual Picnic/Drive, Love Park. 

16-20 Jun 10—TRA 2010: The Triumph Register of 
America National Meet, hosted by Buckeye Triumphs, 

Wooster, OH.  See pg 3.   

27 Jun 10—St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 7, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

8-10 Jul 10—14
th

 Annual BritishV8 Meeting, Indianapo-

lis, IN.  We‘re informal; there‘s no club here and no car 
show either, just come prepared to have fun and to share 
ideas on improving some of the world‘s most wonderful 
automobiles.  Details at www.britishv8.org/british-v8-
meetings.htm.  

9-10 Jul 2010—7
th

 Annual LLCC MotorSports Club 
Car Show, on the main campus of Lincoln Land Commu-

nity College, Springfield, IL.  Free cruise-in Friday, 4-10 
PM; car show Saturday, 8 AM-4 PM.  For more information 
call up www.oldried.com/events/3879185.html or contact 
Dick Rogers at (800)727-4161, ext 62417 or 
dick.rogers@licc.edu.  

11 Jul 10—St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 8, Gateway 

International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

20 Jul 10—SLTOA Monthly Meeting, John Lamberg‘s, 

―Annual 100º BBQ.‖  

23-25 Jul 10—Wabash Valley Spit-Together, North 

American Spitfire Squadron, Best Western Terre Haute 
Inn, IN.  Events include a cookout, Saturday drive to the 
Parke County covered bridges, Car show and afternoon 
car wash at Show-Me‘s Restaurant.  More info at 
www.nasshq.org/spittogether/index.html.  

31 Jul-1 Aug 10—SCCA Regional/National Races, 
Gateway International Raceway, IL.  Info: www.midiv.org/
Code/Calendar.htm or www.gatewayraceway.com/.  

1 Aug 10—St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 9, Gate-
way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/

eventsschedule. 

7 –8 Aug 10—23
rd

 Heartland British 
Auto Fest, hosted by the Quad City British 

Auto Club in the village of East Davenport.  
Info:  

www.qcbac .home.mchsi .com/events%
20calendar.htm.  

15 Aug 10—St Louis SCCA Region 
Solo No. 10, Gateway International Raceway.  Info: 

www.stlsolo.org/eventsschedule. 

17 Aug 10—SLTOA Monthly Meeting, Andy Stark‘s haci-

enda.  

19-22 Aug 10—O‘Reilly Auto Parts Vintage Grand 
Prix, Heartland Park, Topeka/Forbes Field, KS.  Tri-
umph  is  the featured marque, info at 

www.heartlandvintageracing.com.   

4-5 Sept 10—All British Car & Cycle Meet, Kansas 

City, MO, hosted by the Kansas City All British Associa-

tion.  Info: Dave (816)254-5614 bkyoung@planetkc.com or 
call up www.kcallbritish.com.  

9-11 Sept 10—2010 TRials, sponsored by 6-Pack.  

Hueston Woods Resort & Conference Center, Oxford, OH.  
Events will include a BBQ and possible rental of the new 
Bluegrass Motorsports Park.  For more information, call up 
http://triumphtrials.jimdo.com/.  

10 Sept 10—Parking Lot Party/BBQ for the St Louis 
ABCC, hosted by All British Car Repair, Red Roof Inn, 

Westport, details to follow. 

11 Sept 10—Annual St Louis All British Car & Cycle 
Show, Creve Coeur Lake Park.   This year‘s featured 

marque Jaguar.  Website at www.allbritishcarshow.com, 
details to follow.  

12 Sept 10—24
th

 Annual British Car 
Festival, Oakton Community College

-Des Plaines Campus, IL, hosted by 
the British Car Union, 9 AM-2 PM.  
Info: wsk@elanengr.com or call up 
www.britishcarunion.com.  

19 Sept 10—St Louis SCCA Region Year-End Solo 
event, Gateway International Raceway.  Info: 

www.stlsolo.org/eventsschedule.   

21 Sept 10—SLTOA Monthly Meeting 

19 Oct 10—SLTOA Monthly Meeting 

1-2 Oct 10—Memphis Euro Auto Fest, sponsored by 

British Sports Car, Ltd of Memphis.  Event supports Youth 
Villages, for information see www.memphisbritishcars.org/.  

7-10 Oct 10—Triumphest 2010: A British Invasion 
(aka ―Sgt Peppers Lonely Sports Car Club‖), 
hosted by the Triumph Sports Car Club San Diego, in Del 
Mar, CA.  Events include hospitality party, funcours, darts 
tournament, funkhana, scenic drive, fun rallye and auto-
cross (―for real this time!‖).  Info: www.triumphest.com/.  

17-22 Oct 10—North American Triumph National/VTR 
National, Jekyll Island, GA.  The TR6 is the featured 

model, events include an autocross, TSD rally, funkhana, 
concours, le Mans start and ―The Hyde the Jekyll‖ rally.  
For more information call up http://vtr2010.org/
Home_Page.php.  

4 Dec 10—Annual SLTOA Christmas Party, Feasting 

Fox, St Louis.  
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Sunday Cars & Coffee 
Saturday, 19 June 

8:45-10:30 AM 

Starbucks, 9616 Manchester, Rock Hill Plaza 

   Open to all makes and marques, all eras and it‘s not a show or 
concours.  We‘ll meet at the Starbucks at 9616 Manchester, 
about two blocks west of McKnight and Rock Hill Rd.  If it‘s rain-
ing, we‘ll reconvene next time, June 19, same place and time.   

FUTURE DATES: July 24/August 21 

More info: M.L. Hillard (630)272-1792 
mlhillard@sbcglobal.net   

TRA 2010: The Triumph Register of America National Meet 
Wooster, OH 

16-20 June 2010 

   Event hotel is the Hilton Garden Inn, Wooster, OH.  Ac-
tivities include drives through Amish towns such as Kidron, 
Berlin, Charm and Sugarcreek, including a stop at Leh-
man‘s Hardware in Kidron, the ―Low Tech Superstore‖ and 
―Purveyor of Historical Technology.‖  Arrangements have 
also been made for parade laps at the famous Mid-Ohio 
Racecourse on Thursday.  The Concours will take place 
on Friday; a lively parts auction and entertaining awards 
banquet are planned.  

   For info contact John Huddy (614)846-2321 
j h u d d y @ c o l u m b u s . r r . c o m  o r  c a l l  u p 
www.triumphregister.com/TRA2010.html for the schedule 
of events and registration form.   

23
rd

 Annual  

St Louis European Auto Show 

Plaza Frontenac 

13 June 2010 

 

   Annual benefit show for the St 
Louis Shriners Hospital for Chil-
dren, presented by Bentley St 
Louis.  If past events are any 
indication, more than 200 cars 
and10,000 people will show up.   

   Information including registra-
tion forms are available at 
www.stleuropeanautoshow.com.   

   Setup from 10 to 11 AM, showtime from 11 AM to 3 
PM with awards at 3.   The fee is $35 per car; for an 
additional $20, ―for sale‖ signs will be furnished to any-
one who wishes to display one.  

 

 

Greetings!  I’m Dan Hinkebein and I’m on the board 

of the St Louis European Auto Show.  This year will 

be our 23rd annual show and we would love to see 

more Triumphs!  

    Regards,               

             Dan Hinkebein  

             St Louis European Auto Show  

             (314)708-1919  

             dhink@sbcglobal.net  
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plug nominally in place, but it was dry and broken and wasn‘t 
sealing anything.  It fell apart in my hand when I touched it.  Got 
vacuum new plugs and sealed the ports.  We found the line from 
the valve cover was not attached to anything.  It was just smok-
ing fumes in the engine bay area.  So we found some fittings 
and new hoses to connect this back in through the air cleaner.   

   Finally we attacked the carburetor.  We started by setting the 
float level on the front.  Then we set the back.  WOO HOO!!!  It 
actually worked.  I was afraid I had a bad float.  But I guess I 
must have had a piece of dirt in the valve that kept it from clos-
ing.  Out on the street when it was flooding, I figured out how to 
take the valve out and clean it and replace it, but since I was 
unfamiliar with Holley carburetors, I didn‘t know how to reset the 
level.  Now I know!  I could have fixed it then if I would have 
known how.  Then Tom showed me how to read a vacuum 
gauge and adjust the mixture screws till we got the highest vac-
uum.  I don‘t understand the relationship between vacuum and 
air/fuel mixture, but the fun part is, I bet that someone who 
reads this will explain it to me.   

   Anyway…We took the car for a quick spin and found that all 4 
barrels were feeding air and fuel and the eight was back to run-
ning like a gazelle!  Tom had to go home.  I finished up the eve-
ning by changing the oil, checking all the fluids, airing up the 
tires and I cleaned the windows and put a good coat of Rain-X 
glass wax on the outside of all the glass. 

   Friday I drove the car to work to make sure everything was 
working.  I was delighted to find that the stinky fumes out the 
exhaust pipes and fumes under the hood that had been gassing 
me out in the cockpit were gone.  YEA!  That afternoon I bought 
a new DeLorme Missouri Atlas.  Then I loaded my car with tools, 
fluids, wire, and duct tape.  Craig Ingraham had loaned me his 
Scalex Map Wheel.  Maps, flashlights, paper, pencils, pens, 
highlighter markers; I loaded everything I could think of and then 
went to bed. 

   Saturday morning I got up in time to get to the Red Roof Inn 
for our 6:30 AM drivers meeting.  There were seven teams 
ready to run the 24-hour Rally and 11 teams for the (Mini) 16- 
hour rally.  Phyllis and I were running the short one.   

   First order of busi-
ness was the calibra-
tion run that ran west 
out Page Ave. across 
the Missouri River then 
back.  This gave all 
participants a 15 mile 
standard to calibrate 
their odometers to.  
Then we got the six 
locations we had to 
visit.  They were: 1) 
The Alton Giant statue 
and memorial in Alton 
IL, 2) Cuivre River 
State Park near Troy 
MO, 3) Coulter Memo-
rial in New Haven, 4) 
Katy Trail marker in 
Portland, 5) Central 
Dairy in Jefferson City, 
and 6) WW1 Soldiers 
Memorial in Bismarck.  

Mini-Endurance Rally (Continued from page 1) I listed them here in the order that Phyllis and I decided to visit 
them.   

   The first thing we did was get out the Missouri Map and 
locate the cities, so we could decided the order to visit them.  
There was the potential we could go across the Winfield Ferry 
and we knew that most ferries don‘t run late at night.  If we 
ran the stops in the reverse order we‘d be in that area late at 
night.  On our way up to Alton we found the number for the 
Winfield Ferry and called them to see if they were open, un-
fortunately we found out that they were closed.  On another 
rally we found out a ferry was not operating after we drove to 
it.   

   So we back-tracked through Missouri to Cuivre River State 
Park.  Leaving Cuivre River we headed south to go across the 
Missouri River at Washington, then up to New Haven.  On our 
Delorme map we saw a road that angled across Moscow Mills 
to southbound 61.  The scale of this map gives relatively good 
detail for county rural roads, but is not large enough scale to 
show city road details.  So we made our best guess on which 
city block to turn on.  A few blocks later we made a wrong 
turn.  We realized this when we were back on another road 
going a different direction then we wanted to go.  So we back-
tracked and got back to the road heading to 61, drove that 
road a few tenths of a mile and saw that there was no connec-
tion between that road and the 4-lane Highway 61.   

   So we re-learned a lesson that I should have remembered 
from a previous rally:  Just because there is a line on the map 
doesn‘t mean there is a road that connects.  Se we had to 
back-track to the main road that connected to the highway.  

   We had no problems making our way down to Washington 
to cross the Missouri River.  But remember what I said about 
city details?  I could see that there were city streets that con-
nected in a straight line from 47 near the bridge to west-bound 
100.  If I could get on the right street, this would save at least 
a mile.  Maybe 2.  So just like in Moscow Mills, we made a 
guess and began driving west.  My intuition told me that we 
needed to be over a block, so we moved over one street.  We 
got to a fork in the road and I didn‘t know if we should go left 
or right.  We stopped at a gas station looking for a city map 
but they had none.  We asked directions and people were 
sending us back the way we came from.  Frustrated we left 
the station, made a guess and took the left fork.  That road 
would either take us the way we wanted to go or head us 
south which would add the miles we were trying to save.  Af-
ter about a mile of driving we saw 100 angling in from our left.  
We were where we wanted to be!   

“The Alton Giant.”  Wardlow grew to 8’11” 
prior to his premature death at age 22.  

Mountain Men! (Okay, wet mountain men…).  Creig at the John 
Colter Memorial, New Haven.  
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   Lesson # 2:  Get a compass for the next rally!  If I would 
have known I was going west and not south, I wouldn‘t have 
bothered to ask for directions.  Directions from locals are al-
most useless.  They will direct you to the main highways.  If I 
would have stayed on the main highway, I wouldn‘t be need-
ing directions!   

   We made 
our way on 
west to 
New Ha-
ven, then 
further west 
we crossed 
the Mis-
souri to the 
north at 
H e r m a n n 
and contin-
ued west to 
P o r t l a n d , 
then on 
west again 
to Jefferson 
City.  Be-
tween Port-
land and 

Jeff City the skies opened up and the wind started blowing 
fiercely.  My Rain-X was working perfectly, but when it got that 
heavy I had to turn my wipers on high.  In fact, the rain was so 
heavy and the wind was so strong I had to slow down to half 
speed to be safe.   

   One thing I was really delighted with was that my sister and 
I kept completely dry.  My TR6 would have been leaking 
through the side windows and over the windshield.  I did have 
an issue with fog on the inside windows, but after experiment-
ing with a few different positions of windshield defrost and 
vent, the windshield and side windows slowly began to clear.  
I almost felt guilty.  I was driving an old British convertible that 
kept me dry in a fierce down poring rain.   

   After Jeff City we were headed across the beautiful south-
ern Missouri hills to Bismarck.  Of course, there are no major 
routes that go any where near in a straight line across these 
hills.  We had a couple of choices to go either west to about 
Gerald and then south, or south through St. James then west.  
Using the map wheel we found the northern route to be 
shorter.  So we headed west 
to Gerald.   

   During this part of the drive 
the skies cleared and the sun 
came out.  We enjoyed a 
wonderful late afternoon 
drive through the hills and 
forests.  We had to drive 
carefully because earlier 
winds had blown several 
trees down into the street.  
One tree was blocking our 
driving lane completely.  Oth-
ers had been cut at the edge 
of the driving lane and the 
excess limbs were moved to 
the shoulder. 

   From Gerald to Sullivan we 
found a combination of 

county roads to save us several miles.  The atlas doesn‘t distin-
guish between paved and unpaved roads, so we were happy to 
find that the first part of our trek cross country was on a freshly 
paved blacktop.  After crossing a small lettered state road we hit 
our first gravel road, Wenkell Ford Road.  This was a beautiful 
gravel lane winding through picturesque farms.  But after about 
a mile the lane got very narrow and then suddenly in front of us 
was a raging river.  Perhaps we should have taken a hint from 
the name of the road.   

   We found the road leading straight down into the water, and 
about a hundred feet down stream was another patch of gravel 
leading out of the river.  I quote my sister as saying ―No way are 
we going across that water!!!‖  She was right, but you know, I‘m 
from Missouri!  So I took my shoes and socks off and waded 
into the water.  A few feet in the water was around my ankles 
and I thought maybe…  But a few more steps and the water was 
half way up to my knees.  A few more steps and the water was 
almost to my knees.  Yep, she was right!  We turned around.  If 
we hadn‘t have had that heavy rain just a few hours earlier, per-
haps the water might have been low enough.  Maybe!  This 
would have been the perfect challenge for my four-wheel drive 
F350 with the floor level about window level of my TR8.  In 
short, we wasted a couple of miles getting back to the black top.  
Phyllis mapped us another route around and we made our way 
on down to Sullivan. 

   From Sullivan down to Bismarck was a pretty easy route, 
which was nice considering it was now getting dark.  At Bis-
marck we found the World War I memorial.  We spent a few 
minutes finding the answers to our rally questions.  While there 
we heard a bell carillon from a few blocks away, then taps from 
a bugle.  That was quite a touching memorial to have more than 
just a monument.  I thought about my grandfather who served in 
the Corps of Engineers in France during WW I. 

   This being our last stop, all we had to do was make our way 
back to the rally start/stop point at the Red Roof Inn.  It was all 
major highway except for one last challenge.  Several miles 
could be cut off out route if we could travel the city streets 
through the center of Park Hills rather than the main route 
around the outside.   

   At Derby Junction I found the first part of my shortcut route 
through the center of town.  We found the first gas station that 
was open to see if they had a local map.  And of course, they 
didn‘t have one.  So they asked what we were looking for.  I 
found out it was impossible to explain that we were looking for 
the shortest route through town to go north and not the shortest 

route back to the main highway 
that leads an extra 3 or 4 miles 
around town.  There was one 
guy who knew the town fairly 
well.  But without a map, it‘s 
hard to explain verbally to a 
stranger where the roads are 
going.  So again we took off 
following our nose.   

   We got to the center of town 
and found several choices of 
where to go.  We wandered 
around several blocks and 
once again if I would have had 
my compass, I would have 
been able to make better 
guesses on which way to go.   

(Continued on page 6) 

“Okay, we’ve reached Portland, now what?”   



 

6 

   The ant method of navi-
gation is not exactly the 
shortest route to travel.  
Have you ever watched an 
ant carry a bread crumb 
from where he finds it out-
side the nest to the ant hill?  

He travels twice as far as necessary while he meanders zig-
zagging back and forth till he finds the entrance to his colony.  
Eventually we found our way to 67 north heading back to St. 
Louis.  We certainly didn‘t find the shortest route.  It‘s still a 
debate whether we cut any miles compared to going around 
town. 

   From there back to St. Louis was an easy drive.  We arrived 
at our rally check point at 11PM, one hour ahead of our dead-
line.  We reported our miles to Robert Rushing, the rally mas-
ter, and chatted with him and other contestants for a while.  We 
found out that four of 11 teams that started the short rally had 

Mini-Endurance Rally  
(Continued from page 5) 

We are 

where?! 

dropped out due to the bad weather.  One had trouble with his 
windshield wipers. 

   We went home for a few hours of sleep, then came back 
Sunday morning for the official results.  At 8AM Sunday morn-
ing five of the seven teams doing the long rally had success-
fully completed their challenge.  Team Mark & Mark had their 
windshield wipers fail when the rain started up again after mid-
night through the morning.  They managed to finish by reapply-
ing Rain-X several times and keeping the wind blowing the 
droplets off their screen.  
Below are the results of 
the 2010 Missouri Endur-
ance Rally and the 2010 
Missouri Mini Endurance 
Trial.  Phyllis and I were 
delighted to come home 
with a second place tro-
phy!  

   But running the rally was only half the fun.  Since we came in 
second, my sister and I spent the rest of the following week 
―Monday-Morning-Quarterbacking‖ trying to figure out what we 
could do differently to complete the rally in 18.6 miles less.  I 
mentioned a couple of these things here in this article.   

   I spent several hours on the computer checking the miles on 
routes that we took against other routes that we might have 
taken.  Some were stupidly obvious on Monday morning.  Oth-
ers would be a bit more tricky.  NEXT YEAR!!!  

2010 Missouri Endurance Rally: April 24-April 25, 2010 

Team Car Offset Final Mileage Place 

Cameron Butz/Brian Viezbicke 1971 MGB 0.0895238 696.99 1st  

Mark Michalak/Mark 1960 MGA Coupe 1.0967742 707.99 2nd 

Mike Barnes/Stef Barnes 1974 MGB/GT         0.9 718.92 3rd 

John Schroeder/Kim Tonry 1967 MGB 1.0268456 749.24 4th 

Rick Verhey/Rick Ingram 1974 MGB/GT 1.0065789 785.13 Most Miles 

Todd Brown/Mike Grady 1966 MGB n/a n/a DNF 

John Mangles/Carol Mangles 1958 MGA n/a n/a DNF 

2010 Missouri Mini-Endurance Rally: April 24, 2010 

Bob Horzmann/Kevin Stewart 1974½ MGB/GT 0.9444444 423.87 1st 

Creig Houghtaling/Phyllis Wilson 1980 TR8 0.9444444 442.47 2nd 

Tom Kohnen/Eric Hardesty 1971 MGB 0.9902913 444.89 3rd 

Bob Bentzinger/Walt Murphy 1974 MGB/GT 1.0033223 445.99 4th 

Bob Smith/Steve Schneider 1974 MGB/GT 0.9902913 464.55 5th 

Don Gatheman/Gryf Ketcherside 1969 MGB/GT 0.9807692 465.67 6th 

Bill Fox/Marie Hanrahan 1972 MGB 1.0065789 478.23 Most Miles 

Lee Fox/Joel Finkel 1979 MG Midget n/a n/a DNF 

Glen McMillin/Tanner McMillin Volvo P1800 n/a n/a DNF 

Bruce Hamper/Joe Honor 1967 Sprite n/a n/a DNF 

Janel Demick/Denise Fisher 1977 MGB n/a n/a DNF 
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The Brits Invade!  

By Kathy Kresser    

   Nine LBCs shared the grassy lawn at the Bob Evans Restau-
rant in Fairview Heights, Illinois, on May 1st.  It was great May 
Day celebration with dry and warm weather.  Bob and Darla 
Bridges did a fine job of arranging the invasion and securing a 
table for those ordering breakfast or lunch – thank you.    

   Many onlookers appreciated the opportunity to see these 
Triumphs, Jaguars, MGs and yes, a Lotus up close and per-
sonal.  In fact, a representative from the Little Italy restaurant 
expressed an interest in having a British Invasion at her restau-
rant – more details later.  

   Nice day, nice group of cars, nice people - what more could 
one ask?  Watch for details on future British Invasions.   

    - Proofread by Anice Etz 

2010 South Central Regional, OKC 

   The Central Oklahoma Vintage Triumph Register (COVTR) 
reported a great 2010 South Central Region, held 28 April 
through 1 May in Oklahoma City.   According to chapter presi-
dent Mike Piggott, ―All of the feedback I‘ve received from par-
ticipants, other club officers and VTR representatives would 
give COVTR an A+ score on all events.‖   

   ―The dinner runs 
were especially 
delightful for the 
participants as 
they made them 
feel welcome the 
whole time in 
OKC, not just at 
t he  compe t i -
tions….Thanks to 
e v e r y o n e … w e 
really raised the bar.  Our club participation was just amazing.  
Thanks to everybody who just appeared and enjoyed the com-
petitions.  Everybody pitched in and everything went off like 
clockwork except for the occasional weather interference.‖ 

   Over 70 Triumphs participated.  Gary and Lynda Parker took 
Best of Show with their 1979 Spitfire 1500.   John and Jean 
Scott Gualdin received the Gary Johnston Award, presented 
annually to the Triumph owner and participant in the South 
Central Region that best exemplifies the spirit of the late Gary 
Johnson of the Texas Triumph Register, Houston.   

For additional information and photos from the event, call up 
www.okctriumphs.org.    

Photo courtesy of Bob Bridges 

Mentioned in Despatches 

Welcome New Members! 

Joel & Tia Brecount—1969 Spitfire Mk3, O‘Fallon, MO 

Joe Hackett—1979 Spitfire, Chesterfield, MO 

Jon Hart—1971 Spitfire , Sunset Hills, MO 

   New member Barney Emerson, introduced at last month‘s meeting, is a C-130 flight engineer training manager at Head-

quarters, Air Mobility Command, Scott AFB.  Besides his ‗79 Spit, he owns a 1960 Mercedes Unimog (!), 2003 Ford F350 and a 
2003 Harley-Davidson Ultra Classic.  He, wife Jacqueline and daughter Gracie live in Arnold, MO; as he put it, ―With a two-year-
old and a new 50-year-old house, I don‘t have any hobbies, but I used to like to camp, fish and  hunt.‖  

   Barney provided the following concerning his Spitfire: 

   I bought my Spitfire in May 2009 from a guy in Virginia off a web ad.  He lost his job but at the time I didn‘t know it.   I 
trailered the car back to Missouri because I wasn‘t sure how reliable it was, but it looked nice and like what I was looking 
for.   

   I was looking for a green, low mileage, overdrive with hardtop model and this had all the above.  It had 21,600 original 
miles and its appearance indicated it was correct.  I was told that the car was on display for 15 years at a Chevy dealer-
ship in Virginia that was a Triumph dealer.  Then it was sold to a pilot ; he eventually got laid off and sold it to the guy I 
bought it from.  The guy I bought it from had antique plates and only put about 2,000 miles in nine years.  

   I have put 6,000 miles on it.  Most of those miles are unfortunately back and forth to work, which is 40 miles each 
way.  It‘s much more fun on curvy two-lane roads but highway is what I drive to work.   

   So far the only thing I‘ve done to it is put front brakes and shorter /stiffer springs on the front, which was a very nice rec-
ommendation from Andy Stark (actually he put them on!).  It lowered it down at least an inch and makes it handle better 
on the corners.  I‘m having mixed emotions on whether to keep it as stock as possible or to start sprucing up the perform-
ance and sound.  Time will tell.  Hope to keep driving it for a long time and have fun meeting people who like talking about 
it. 
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  Next came introductions of the new members, starting with 
Jon Hart, who has owned his 1971 Spitfire since 1975.  The 
car has only 12,000 miles.   Ryan Taylor, owner of a ‘78 MGB 
and participant in last February‘s Polar Bear Run said that after 
running into Andy Stark and Jack Fancher, he‘d started rebuild-
ing a ‘69 GT6 MkIII.   

   Following a quick discussion on the GT6 MkIII project, Jack 
Fancher proposed a new feature for the newsletter, ―Work in 
Progress.‖  That brought a retort from someone in the crowd: 
―Hell, all of our cars are works in progress.‖  Jack and the edi-
tor canvassed the membership and several agreed to contrib-
ute notes on their restorations/mechanical/body work as well 
as photos.  Karl Schmitt then discussed the planned covered 
bridge tour in Indiana.  The date remains TBD although Karl 
suggested either mid-August or the last two weekends of Sep-
tember.  He‘s already ID‘d the motels – the excursion will take 
three days out and back – and the routes.   

   Tony Panchot‘s also working up a possible tour, this time to 
southern Missouri.  The event could incorporate an anvil shoot 
put on by the famous (infamous?) Gaye Wilkinson; he loads 
about 100 pounds of gunpowder underneath an anvil and fires 
it, usually in excess of 100 feet into the air.  Responses in-
cluded, ―I swear, no matter where you‘re standing, it‘s coming 
right at you;‖ ―Only 100 pounds?‖ and ―Does the guy who 
catches the anvil win?‖  Like the covered bridge tour, details 
will be forthcoming.  

   Next, the annual summer drive/picnic, scheduled for 15 June 
at Love Park in Manchester.  The club has a pavilion reserved, 
show time is between 6 and 6:30 PM and Karl will once gain 
serve as Burgermeister, providing burgers, brats, dogs and 
chips.  Members are invited to bring deserts and the beverage 
of their choice.  After brief discussion, the membership voted 
unanimously to pick up the food expenses for the evening.  

   Next, by popular demand (?), 
Dave Massey got up and en-
thralled the assembled multitude 
with his report on this year‘s drive 
through France (and yes, his bag-
pipes went as checked baggage), 
organized by the Triumph Club of 
France.  He noted the event took 
place in Brittany and was organ-
ized by a gentleman who was a 
―Scotsman by descent, English by 
birth and married to a French 
lady.‖  The tour involved over 80 
Triumphs from France, England, 
Switzerland and Belgium; Dave, 
the only participant from les Etats 
Unis, drove a borrowed Spitfire.  
He even won the funkhana and 
had a pretty unique trophy to 
show for it.  He summed up the 

proceedings as follows: ―Three days of driving and lunch with 
wine…dinner with wine…but breakfast wasn‘t with wine.‖  

   At this point the club members staged a couple of reattacks, 
leading off with a reminder that  the upcoming Champagne Car 
Show now takes place in Bloomington.  John Lamberg then 
asked if anyone was interested in making a run up to Spring-
field in July to see the Lincoln sites, followed by a steak dinner.  
It will probably involve an overnight; if interested, contact John.   
Finally, the St Louis Scottish Games & Cultural Festival take 

Meeting Notes (Continued from page 1) place the weekend 1-2 October at Forest Park.  Again, anyone 
who shows up in a British car gets in free. 

    Finally, Prez Creig called for updates on projects and pro-
gress and Dave Massey invited everyone into the hobby shop 
to see his 1957 TR3, now with engine installed.  Andy Stark 
mentioned he‘d bought a new Spitfire and then turned to new 
member Joel Brecount, commenting, ―Joel has the real project 
here.‖  Turns out Joel managed to get the body of his ‘69 Spit 
Mk III off the frame all by himself (audible gasps from the 
crowd) which, according to Andy, indicated Joel was ―obviously 
a Triumph guy.‖  Joel then introduced son Hogan, whom he 
said actually ―provided the muscle‖ for the effort.  

   The meeting concluded at 8:30.   

nic.  Now I am teaching my oldest daughter to drive a stick shift 
so she can drive a Triumph.  We've been out a couple of 
times.  She's terrified of killing it at a stoplight,  It's hard to re-
member when a manual transmission was a challenge.  But we 
were all there at one time.  Some of us it was a longer time ago 
then others.  But back to the picnic, Karl Schmitt will provide all 
the meal items.  SLTOA will foot the costs.  If you would like to 
bring deserts to share or beverages of your choice, please feel 
free to do so.  This will be one of the most fun meetings of the 
year.  You won't want to miss it. 

    During our last meeting at the Hobby Shop, Jack Fansher 
suggested that everyone should send in stories and photos of 
their on-going projects.  If you have any stories or notes about 
what you are working on, please send them to Mark Morgan 
at rangermk@sbcglobal.net.  This is the perfect opportunity for 
a new volunteer.  This new volunteer can go and collect the 
stories and forward them to Mark.  This gives the volunteer the 
opportunity to meet new people and to learn first hand what 
projects are in work.  It is a fun way to get to know peo-
ple!  Volunteer today!!! 

    As I said earlier, I can talk about what I am involved in.  ST. 
Louis Triumph Hobby Shop has lost Mike Lewis and Mark Mar-
shall, so we are open to accept new member(s).  Current mem-
bers are Arlie King, Joe Mueller, Dave Massey, and my-
self.  Contact me (314-401-7817 or oldtoys@charter.net if you 
have any interest in joining. 

   Karl Schmitt has found some more interesting accommoda-
tions for the Indiana Covered Bridges tour.  I am sure we will 
get more details at the next meeting.  If you have any interest 
in this tour, you can also influence the date that is chosen.  It 
will be some time late summer or fall. 

    Remember, your involvement in 
SLTOA activities contributes to the 
success of the club.  If a club member 
goes to the effort to plan an activity 
that no-one participates in, that mem-
ber is less likely to make the effort to 
plan another activity.  That is why I 
am careful not to plan a lot of SLTOA 
sponsored activities.  I don't want 
SLTOA members to waste their effort 
putting together activities that garner 
little or now participation by SLTOA 
members.  So pay attention to the 
planned activities and support those 
activities that will be fun and deserve 
your participation.  -  Creig 

Steering Wheel (Continued from page 1) 
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‗49 Triumph 2000—Rare left-hand-drive, dual windshield, 

rumble seat vehicle restored to show quality.  New wiring, 
carpeted with English wool, upgraded TR3A engine.  
$ 3 5 , 0 0 0  n e g o t i a b l e ,  c o n t a c t 
gschnepf@keepiowabeautiful.com, Johnston, IA 
(Hemmings)  

‗65 TR4—In eastern Iowa.  I‘ve owned the car for over 20 

years and it has always been stored in a garage.  Since 
2008 carbs rebuilt, master brake and clutch cylinders re-
built, front suspension rebuilt, front and rear brakes rebuilt, 
steering column rebuilt, front shocks replaced, engine 
valves adjusted. Asking $7450 or best offer, Brent Foss, 
(319)848-8212 or bdtlfoss@aol.com (VTR Classifieds).  

‗66 Spitfire—Project car in Sugar Grove, IL, 39,843 miles, 

red, garaged since 1998, $1000 OBO.  Contact Russ 
Johnson for details, rjohn872191@sbcglobal.net  (VTR 
Classifieds) 

‗67 Triumph 2000—SE model 4-door saloon, 69K, cactus 

green/red, car driven and maintained in show condition, 
BW35 auto transmission, many spare parts.  Had car 37 
years, am selling due to illness and age, inquire at (217)
423-3501, Decatur, IL (Hemmings).  

‗67 TR4A – Highly modified: electronic port fuel injection, cus-

tom chassis and suspension, sound system, navigation, 
etc.  Call for details, The Healey Werks, Lawton, IA (800)
251-2113, www.healeywerks.com (Hemmings) (NOTE: 
this company is also offering three wrecked P-40Ns, Ser-
Nos 43-24362, 44-7305 and 43-24033, if anyone‘s inter-
ested…) 

‗70 TR6—Blue, ground-up restoration, more details than can 

be listed here, car smells new and looks like it just came 
off the Coventry production line.  $19,500, Arlie King, call 
either (314)713-9482 or (314)623-1980 and we‘ll get back 
to you.  Full listing at www.vtr.org/classifieds/detail.php?
siteid=4698 (VTR Classifieds). 

‗72 TR6—Green with tan interior, 113,000 miles, Florida car 

with many new parts including front end, brakes and 
clutch.  Asking $9000.   Contact Steve Engert, Washing-
ton, MO, (636)667-6580 or sengert1@yahoo.com. 

‗72 Spitfire—Parts car, located near Lynn Center, IL, can 

deliver.  Call Chuck Stone at (309)475-8687 (Quad City 
British Auto Club) 

‗75 TR6—Nice driver, all gauges work, very solid and near 

rus t - f ree ,  $6500.   Pho tos ava i lab le  at 
www.stevesbritishconnection.com, call for details (630)553
-9023, Sandwich, IL (VTR Classifieds) 

‗77 Spitfire—78.5K miles, always garaged, runs and drives 

great, has never seen snow.  New Weber 2bb carb and 
intake manifold, new ignition and performance coil, new 
stainless exhaust, electric fuel pump, brakes.  Asking 
$6000, call (618)277-3046 (AutoTrader) 

‗76 TR6—Mechanically sound, 66,300 miles, brown with 

chestnut interior, Michelin red lines, electronic ignition, 
stainless mufflers/exhaust, new front suspension, some 
minor body rust.  $15,000, Bill Schuler, Willowbrook, IL, 
(630)794-0000 or 1976tr6@comcast.net (VTR Classifieds) 

SLTOA Classifieds 

‗78 Spitfire body—

was going to convert 
it to a street rod with 
small block Chevy, 
unable to complete 
due to health issues.  
Front sheet metal 
essentially complete, 
rear body intact from 
the cowl to the tail-
lights with dash, 
doors and trunk.  
Windshield broken.  Front frame has pretty much all of the 
suspension.  Has 12-bolt heavy duty Chevrolet posi rear 
end with 5.13 or 5.37 gears, rear end shortened to 37: so 
axles will fit, ready to install.  Rear trunk pan cut to clear the 
Chevy rear end.  Has clear title.  Have $1200 invested, will 
take $1200 OBO for everything.  Best offer must be reason-
able; will consider parting out if the offers are fair.  Every-
thing must be paid for in cash before anything leaves the 
property or the title is signed over. Ed Wilson, ed-
bonnie@embarqmail.com.  

For sale—Used TR6 A-type overdrive transmission and over-

drive, $900 OBO.  Creig Houghtaling (314)401-7817.  

For sale—Two oval Longflo air filters, never used, $35 for 

both.  Wheel dollies, great condition, $80 for four, $45 for 
two.  Free stack of Sports and Exotic Car magazines with 
purchase.  John, jj.bush@sbcglobal.net or (314)821-
4154  evenings. 

Available—If someone is in need of a wooden shipping box to 

lock down and ship a differential please let me know as I 
have one that the club can use.   Mark Marshall, 
mark.marshall@bwdesigngroup.com.  

Free downloadable  

TR6 Tech Manuals! 

http://tr6.danielsonfamily.org/6-tech-manuals.htm 

 
Not just a workshop manual that tells you how to take 

something apart and put it back together , but manuals 
which tell you how to repair systemic TR6 problems.  

They also tell you to do the job with simple tools or how 
to make tools do the job.  Awesome information! 
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting 

 

Tuesday 15 June 

The Annual SLTOA 
Picnic/Drive 

 
Love Park, Ballwin, 

south of  
Manchester/MO 100 

 

And Finally….  
   One of those events that would‘ve proven interesting, 
even if there weren‘t any Triumphs involved:  

   On Sunday 16 May the Kansas City chapter of the 
Vintage Microcar Association held a show at the West-
wood-Kansas City Hall.  Participation was limited to  
vehicles of less than 1000 cc displacement, such as 
the original Mini, Austin-Healey Sprite, BMW/Isetta and 
Citroen 2CV plus several more exotic types.  

   The group has a newsletter at www.microcar.org/
microcarnews/2009/02.html.  The Micro/Mini Car World 
Meet takes place in Chicago 21-21 August 
(www.worldmeet2010.com/). If you‘ve got an Isetta 
hidden in the garage, better start dusting it off (or better 
yet, a Triumph 10 or Standard Pennant: 948 ccs and 
tail fins).   


