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   Remember 
the first time 
you drove a 
car out on the 
h i g h -
way?  Re-
member how 

nervous you were trying to stay in your 
lane while cars were zooming by only a 
few feet away in the opposite direc-
tion?  That‘s a bit the way I feel right now 
after being elected president of the club.   

   In my opinion, the past several presi-
dents have done such an excellent job, 
there is no way I could equal any one of 
them.  But I figured it might be OK, be-
cause the time is right.  What I am saying 
is right now we have such an excellent 
team of volunteers that the person at the 
steering wheel doesn‘t have to do that 
much.  What an excellent gig!!!  ;-)   

   The trick is, to keep people working 
together.  That could be a challenge.  But 
from what I see, there are no major per-
sonality conflicts in the club.  We have a 
really cool bunch of members in this 
club.  I hope during the time I am presi-
dent, everyone gets involved in some-
thing in the club they like, meet some 
new people, and have fun! 

   Right now Craig Madsen and I are 
working on getting as many people ex-
cited about the Easter car show as possi-
ble.  Last year SLTOA had the largest 
showing of cars of any brand at the 
show.  Not to mention we got many more 
cars than the MG club.  Now that is a 
genuine accomplishment.  In years past 
the MG club has always had the largest 
showing.   

(Continued on page 5) 

Meeting Notes—16 March 2010 

   March 16 was election night at Square One Brewery in Lafayette Square and while 
the polls closed early, the taps remained open late.   

   The meeting kicked off at 1945 when President Craig ―Lame Duck‖ Madsen called 
the assembly to order.  First item up was the annual Forest Park Easter Concours, 
taking place on 4 April.  The traveling trophy claimed last year following the first (40) 
Triumph-(24) MG Challenge provided the appropriate backdrop for the conversation 
which revolved around rounding up more than enough TRs for this year‘s event.  
Craig mentioned he had two lists: owners who were sure they‘d make and those who 
were not so sure; he added we had 28 cars confirmed and need more.  In the mean-
time, the Prez requested everyone think about a possible ―motto‖ for the trophy‘s 
plaque, within a 20-letter limit.  One suggestion proved a crowd favorite: ―What do you 
call an MG with dual exhausts?  A wheelbarrow‖ (unfortunately, that came in with well 
over 20 limit).  

   In the treasurer‘s report, last month‘s balance came in at a tad over $2051.  The 
one major withdrawal was $175 to the Vintage Triumph Register for chapter insur-
ance; income from Forest Park sign-ups and dues put the meeting time total balance 
at $2870.  Figure $450 will go to the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri for the 
Easter concours, leaving a balance of $2420 or thereabouts.  

   After some discussion the membership agreed to hold the 2010 Christmas party 
once again at the Feasting Fox on South Grand.  Treasurer Bonnie David will pursue 
the arrangements, the event‘s planned for 4 December.   

   At this point Prez Craig reclaimed the floor to offer up a salute to Bonnie, pointing 
out this was her eleventh (!) year as the club keeper of the funds while adding, ―And 
this is her last year.‖  Jack David immediately responded with, ―No, this is her last 
night!‖  

(Continued on page 6) 

The St Louis Triumph Owners Association Elects a New President! 

View from Behind 

the Steering Wheel 

By Creig Houghtaling 

STOP THE PRESSES! 
Forest Park Concours d‘Elegance/Triumph-MG Challenge Results! 

See page 6 
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Calendar 

 

18 Apr 10—St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 3, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

18 Apr 10—Boeing Employees 
Sports Car Club Solo No. 2, Bldg 

33 parking lot, southeast corner Lind-
bergh & McDonnell, St Louis.   Registra-
tion starts at 9:30 AM.  Info at http://
newsite2.stlbscc.org/?page_id=23.  

20 Apr 10—SLTOA Monthly Meeting, Fuddrucker‘s, 
10752 Sunset Plaza (Watson & Lindbergh). 

24-25 Apr 10—15
th

 Missouri Endurance Rally and 
Mini-Endurance Rally, St Louis, MO.  Teams will leave with 

a number of locations they must navigate (no GPS!) and return 
within 24 hours; full rally has 10 stops, mini-rally has 5.  The 
Rally starts at the Hooters of Maryland Heights (11835 Lack-
land Rd) at 6:30 AM, teams will have until 8 AM on Sunday 25 
April to reach the locations given out at the meeting, answer 
the required questions and make it back to the parking lot.  
Awards ceremony at 8:30 AM Sunday.  For more information 
and details, contact rallymaster Robert Rushing at (314)353-
7655 mgslime@swbell.net or call up www.stlouismgclub.com.  

28 Apr-1 May 10 – ―Triumphs on the Mother Road,‖ 

2010 VTR South Central Region.  See page 3.  

9 May 10 – St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 4, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

16 May 10—Boeing Employees Sports Car Club Solo 
No. 3, Bldg 33 parking lot, southeast corner Lindbergh & 

McDonnell, St Louis.   Registration starts at 9:30 AM.  Info at 
http://newsite2.stlbscc.org/?page_id=23.  

18 May 10 – SLTOA Monthly Meeting, St Louis Tri-

umph Hobby Shop, Route 30. 

23 May 10 – St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 5, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

29 May-6 June 10 – Drive Your British Car Week.  Info: 

www.britishcarweek.org/. 

5 Jun—Mid-Iowa Brit/Euro Car Classic, West Glen 

Town Center, West Des Moines, IA.  Hosted by the British Car 
Club of Iowa.  Information at www.midowacarclassic.com/
index.html, online registration now available.   

5-6 Jun 2010 – Champagne British Car Festival, 
―Movin‘ on Down the Road,‖ Bloomington, IL.  On the 

grounds of the David Davis Mansion state historical site, 
events include tea and Saturday lunch at the mansion (limit of 
30) and drive to Conklin‘s Barn Dinner Theater for dinner and a 

performance, Sunday morning Dawn Patrol and the car show;  
Jaguar is the featured marquee. Electronic registration and 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
www.champagnebritishcarfestival.com/index.html.  

13 Jun 2010 – 21
st

 Annual St Louis 
European Auto Show, Plaza Fronte-
nac, 1701 S Lindbergh Blvd, StL.  Annual 
benefit show for the St Louis Shriners 
Hospital for Children, if past events are 
any indication more than 200 cars will 
show up.  Information including regis-
t r a t i o n  f o r m s  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
www.stleuropeanautoshow.com.  

13 Jun 10 – St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 6, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

15 Jun 10 – SLTOA Annual Picnic/Drive, Love Park 

16-20 Jun 10 – TRA 2010: The Tri-
umph Register of America National 
Meet, hosted by Buckeye Triumphs.  

Event hotel is the Hilton Garden Inn, 
Wooster, OH; parade laps at Mid Ohio 
Race Course on Thursday.   Info: John 
H u d d y  ( 1 6 3 ) 8 4 6 - 2 3 2 1 
jhuddy@columbus.rr.com or call up 

www.triumphregister.com/TRA2010.html. 

27 Jun 10—Boeing Employees Sports Car Club Solo 
No. 4, Bldg 33 parking lot, southeast corner Lindbergh & 

McDonnell, St Louis.   Registration starts at 9:30 AM.  Info at 
http://newsite2.stlbscc.org/?page_id=23.  

27 Jun 10 – St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 7, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

9-10 Jul 2010 – 7
th

 Annual LLCC MotorSports Club 
Car Show, on the main campus of Lincoln Land Community 

College, Springfield, IL.  Free cruise-in Friday, 4-10 PM; car 
show Saturday, 8 AM-4 PM.  For more information call up 
www.LLCCfoundation.org/llcocarshow.html or contact Dick 
Rogers at (800)727-4161, ext 62417 or dick.rogers@licc.edu.  

11 Jul 10 – St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 8, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

20 Jul 10 – SLTOA Monthly Meeting, John Lamberg‘s 

30-31 Jul 10 – Summer Party 
2010, Armagh, PA, hosted by 

Charles Runyan and The Roadster Fac-
t o r y .   I n f o :  ( 8 0 0 ) 2 3 4 - 1 1 0 4 
trfmail@aol.com or call up www.the-
roadster-factory.com.  

31 Jul-1 Aug 10 – SCCA Regional/National Races, 
Gateway International Raceway, IL.  Info: www.midiv.org/Code/
Calendar.htm or www.gatewayraceway.com/.  
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Little British Cars for a Sunday Afternoon Drive! 
 

   It‘s getting to be that time of the year when I want to go for a 
drive in my Little British Car. Spring is just around the corner 
and soon the trees will be in bud along with the Redbud and 
Dogwoods.  So why not go for a Sunday afternoon drive I 
asked my Lady, and she said let‘s do it. 

   Jefferson County, in the area south west of Hillsboro has 
more than its share of lightly traveled country lanes that are 
simply fun to drive. They are sort of off the ―beaten track‖ and 
really known only to the local residents. No spectacular scen-
ery, just nice meandering country roads on which to drive. 

   Should you care to join us, our tentative plan is to meet at the 
Gravois Bluffs Shopping Center, just east of the intersection of 
Gravois Road and Hwy 141, in the Lowes parking lot.  The 
date is Sunday, April 25 (the fourth Sunday in April) with a 
10:30AM.departure time.  From there we will head south via 
Hwy 30 to House Springs, where we will pick up our first coun-
try lane, which will take us to a ―pit stop‘ at the Goldman Cov-
ered bridge.  Then south west we will go the Big River area 
northwest of Washington State Park and eventually wind up in 
De Soto.  

   Time for lunch by now and for those who would care to join 
us we have a few choices, depending on what we care to eat. 
After lunch (or if you do not care for a lunch break), it will be an 
easy 18 mile run on the new Hwy 21 to the I-270 intersection 
just north of St. Anthony‘s Hospital. 

   We discussed this drive at the April Club meeting at which 
time we asked for a commitment from one or more club mem-
bers, so as to justify my driving into town to meet you and to 
confirm the drive. Alternately, you can contact me at target-
guy39@hotmail.com, or on my home phone at (636)797-4203 
to let me know of your plans.  

   During the morning of the drive, my cell phone (636)232-
6719 will also be on and you can call to check the status of the 
drive, or to let me know that you will join us. Please note that in 
the event of rain or unpleasant weather the drive will be can-
celed.  MGs, Healeys and Jags are cordially invited to join us 
but please, be sure to check the status of the drive by calling 
me.  

   Thank you, Karl & Barbara Schmit 

―Triumphs on the 
Mother Road,‖ 
2010 VTR South 
Central Regional, 
hosted by Central 
Oklahoma Vintage 
Triumph Register in 
Oklahoma City. 
Hospitality suite, 
events including 
autocross, gimmick 
rally, silent auction, 
awards banquet and 
much more.   

    

Info: 2010vtrregional@okctriumphs.org or via the club web 
page at www.okctriumphs.org/.  

Saturday Cars and Coffee 
Saturday, 15 May 2010 

8:45-10:30 AM 

Starbucks, 9616 Manchester, Rock Hill Plaza 

Many of us have busy Saturdays: the family, house and errands.  
BUT then, there ARE our cars...and the need to get out, spend some 

time with others over coffee and just chat 

Cars & Coffee is just that: everyone gathering early Saturdays at a 
central location, get or bring coffee and just enjoy cars.  Just a good 

reason to get out, have coffee and drive when traffic is a lot less 

It starts early and ends early so everyone back home is happy that 

your are not off killing the whole day. 

But the important thing is this: Our cars are out...we are driving and 
seeing and talking cars for a few civilized moments of the week with 

others of like mind.  Your neighbors would not understand. 

CARS: Open to all makes and marques, all eras and it’s not a show 

or concourse.  It’s just that: Cars & Coffee 

WHERE: Starbucks at 9616 Manchester, two blocks west of 
McKnight and Rock Hill Road, plenty of parking (don’t like Starbucks?  

That’s fine.  Bring your own or have a Wendy’s breakfast, which is 

next door) 

RAIN?  If it’s raining then forget it until next time, June 19, same 
place and time.  No one really wants to take their cars out in the rain.  

Besides, you can’t sit inside a coffee shop and enjoy the cars outside 

FUTURE DATES: June 19/July 24/August 21 

More info: M.L. Hillard (630)272-1792 
mlhillard@sbcglobal.net 
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TR Tech 

Wheel Tech...  

   One of the fun discoveries of Spitfire ownership was learning 
that the car shared the same wheel bolt pattern with the TR7 & 
TR8. This is significant to those that want to run a somewhat 
wider tire on their Spitfire without breaking the bank.  It may 
also be helpful for those that are weary of stripping the threads 
out on the 3/8 X 24 lug studs that come stock on the Spit.  
Some know and some don't - that every bolt has a torque 
specification.  The wheel studs on an automobile are no excep-
tion.  Some of my friends thought I was just being anal Craig 
when I would break out the torque wrench to do the final tight-
ening of my wheels.  Seasoned Spitfire owners know all too 
well what happens if you don't, when you're tightening up stock 
Spitfire lug nuts.  

   To the dia-
gram! -  Stud 
#1 and corre-
sponding lug 
nut "A" are 
stock issue for 
the Spit.  Studs 
are 3/8X24 and 
are to be 
torqued 38-42 
ft lbs. Studs #2 
and #3 are 
from  TR7's. 
You'll notice 
that the base 
of #2 is smaller 
in diameter 
than #3. This is 

important because the larger diameter base stud will not install 
in the rear axle flanges without removing the axle. So if you're 
changing it up, you'll want 8 of the large and 8 of the small to 
complete the conversion. You can use all (16) of the small. 
These threads are 12mm. The torque spec is 74 ft lbs for the 
steel wheel which uses lug nut "B". If You're using alloy TR8 
wheels, you will be using lug nut "C" and torquing to 88 ft lbs.  

   Let's go back to the TR7 steel wheel and lug nut "B" for a 
moment.  There were two versions of this wheel issued during 
the TR7 production run.  The one we want for our Spitfire is the 
earlier one.  This can be identified by finding the Dunlop logo 
stamp followed by the number 1180 (right).  There are subtle 
differences, one being that the area at which the lug nut meets 
the wheel is somewhat raised, domed if you will.  This is ideal 
for what we want to do. It was not ideal for over torquing goril-
las and air wrench jockeys. After multiple over cinchings the 
hole would start to close, and wheel removal then would be-
come a test of will between the owner and the TR7.  It does not 
render the wheel un-useable.  The TR7 steel and the TR8 alloy 
wheels are "hub centric".  They locate/ center themselves on 
the hub.  You can, once you get the wheel off, enlarge the col-
lapsed stud hole, refit the wheel and be on your merry way.  
The encounter is frustrating at the very least, ask my friend 
John.  It's this problem I believe that led to the second version 
of this very same wheel.  For the purposes of the Spitfire, the 
raised area around the lug hole helps us.  You CAN run this 
wheel without changing the lug studs (why would you?).   My 
friend Steve and I are running this wheel on our Spitfires.   

   Enter lug 
nut "D" and 
the stock Spit-
fire center cap 
fitment.  In 
order to en-
hance the 
mating sur-
faces of the 
lug nuts and 
the wheel 
Steve took a 
60 degree 
counte rs ink 
and dressed the inside of the lug holes.  If you examine lug nut 
"A" you'll see that it has a 60 degree taper to it.  If you're going 
to be stubborn and refuse to change out the lug studs then 
you're going to have to remove the plastic washer on the stock 
lug nut or the center cap is not going to fit to your liking.  If 
we're using lug nut "D", you'll find it also has a 60 degree taper, 
but not as pronounced. D has a longer shank (3/4") and the 
correct threads for our larger stud 12X1.5.   You will have to 
open up the lug hole in your center caps somewhat.  Three 
minutes with a piece of sandpaper on each hole should suffice. 
You do not use the steel washer that comes with lug nut "D" or 
the center cap will not fit properly.  

   The argument can be made that "D" is not designed to fasten 
at the face.  This was a concern to both Steve and myself.  So 
much for Steve that he went back to the smaller stud and nut 
(this is how we know you need to loose the plastic washer to 
make the cap fit).  We were baffled by the construction and the 
light weight.  It led me to search out another brand.  I bought a 
set of "Gorilla" nuts; they looked nicer, but seemed to weigh in 
about the same (pictured D & E is an Auto Zone nut).  Steve 
couldn't stand it anymore and cut one in half for us.  We 
thought they were jacketed; they are not, they're one piece 
machined and then the acorn top cap is pressed in prior to 
being chromed.  I've been running this wheel/ stud/ lug combi-
nation for two years now without incident.  I apply some anti-
seize to the face of the nut to prevent galling, torqued them to 
50 ft lbs.  I've been checking their tensions on a regular basis 
and find no change. Steve is now considering changing back to 
the larger diameter lug stud.  

    Alloy wheels – This one is a no brainer: up-rated lug studs, 
factory alloy lug nuts, torque them to 88 ft lbs, you‘re done.  
Not everybody likes this look on the Spitfire.  If everybody liked 
the same thing, it would be a pretty boring world.  Do what 
makes you happy as long as it's legal.   

    Later version of the TR7 steel wheel – Who says you have 
to run center caps?  Uprated lug studs, type "B" nuts, torque 
them to 74 ft lbs - done!  You can fit them with the "dog dish" 
TR7 wheel center, or if you're lucky enough to scrounge up a 
set of the smaller 2 1/4" aluminum snap on caps, that's not a 
bad look!  

   Why all the trouble... The earlier Spits were fitted with only 4" 
wide wheels, they later graduated to 4.5" and around 1978- 79 
to a 5."  The stock TR7 TR8 wheels are 5.5" wide.   You can 
mount a 175/70R13 on a 5" wide rim.  The tread width of that 
size tire varies but is mostly 5.5" wide.  In my world, I like the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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rim width to match the tread width.  The real beauty of this whole thing is that the TR7 wheel is perfectly offset from the 4.5" stock 
Spit wheel a half inch inboard/ a half inch outboard.  There are no clearance problems with the 175/70R13 tire.  The visual & han-
dling changes in my opinion outweigh any whining by the originality police.  

   Cheers – Craig Madsen 

Wheel Tech (Continued from page 4) 

Double Trouble: Craig‘s ‗80 Spitfire and the famous (infamous?) Frankenspit 

   We‘ll see what happens this year.  I hear the MG guys are 
pushing a little more for more MGs to show.  We have a couple 
of Triumphs that may show up that will need to be pushed into 
place.  But if that is what it takes, my motto will be ―I‘d rather 
push a Triumph than drive an MG‖.  The big thing is, I hope 
everyone has fun.  Including the MG guys! 

   Our next meeting will be at Fuddruckers at Watson and Lind-
bergh.  This is a fun place because the food is reasonable and 
we can park our Triumphs near the patio right outside the side 
door.  Make sure when you order your food you tell them you 
are with the Triumph club.  Fuddruckers will send a percentage 
of all sales to our club treasury.  In may we will probably have 
our meeting at the Hobby Shop in Fenton.  June will be our 
club picnic.  This year we‘ll have it on our regular meeting 
night, Tuesday June 15th.  Joe Mueller is going to see if we can 
get Love Park , because there we can have Triumph parking 
right next to the Picnic pavilion.  If not, Des Peres park is al-
ways a beautiful location.  In July we‘ll probably be back at 
John Lamberg‘s in Chesterfield .  Then August might be at 
Andy Stark‘s in O‘Fallon MO. 

   I‘ve got a lot of things I‘d like to write about.  But I‘ll save it for 
future newsletters.  I want to thank everyone who supported 
me for my chance ―Behind the Steering Wheel‖ here in the 
club.  Every new position gives a person new chances to meet 
new people and get to know them better.  Just yesterday I got 
a chance to talk to Tony Panchot and Gay Wilkinson.  I think 
they might be putting an exciting event together for a club drive 
in Southern Missouri .  Stay tuned.  HAVE FUN!   

      - Creig  

Steering Wheel (Continued from page 1) Indiana Covered Bridge Tour! 

   This past summer 
Paul Schuessler sug-
gested a Covered 
Bridge Tour centered on 
the Indiana town of 
Rockville, which is some 
30 miles north of Terre 
Haute. The general area 

is Parke County with some 37 covered bridges contained 
therein.  They bill themselves as the ―Covered Bridge Capital 
of the World‖ and the local tourism agency has laid out five 
routes which include most of the bridges.  The routes range 
from 25 to 30 miles in length and each will visit from 4 to 6 of 
these historical bridges.  The bridges are located on public 
and private land, some are drive on, some are walk on only 
and from the photos all are quite scenic. 

   Paul originally suggested a three day journey beginning 
early on a Friday morning, which would put us in Rockville by 
early noon.  After check in at our hotel and a quick lunch we 
would still have time for one of the shorter tours, after which 
we would join for dinner.  

   Saturday would be much the same, but we would cover two 
or three of the drives depending on how things go and our 
initiative.  For Sunday we would limit ourselves to one tour 
and then head back to St. Louis. 

   This would be a substantial drive of about 200 miles from   
Fenton which is a bit long for some of the smaller or ageing 
cars.  Thus, some of us, myself included, would trailer our car 
to Rockville, while others with more roadworthy cars would 
drive.  Not to be excluded and certainly welcome would be 
those who drive their family car or toy car of other genre.  All 
would be most welcome, including MGs, Healeys and Jag‘s. 

   Scheduling is really quite tentative at this time as several 
other events and holidays conflict this spring and early sum-
mer.   At the present time suggested weekend dates which 
include the Sunday of May 23, June 6th and June 27th are 
possibilities. After that we would have to consider the fall as 
mid summer would be simply to hot. 

   If you have an interest in this tour, please chat with Paul or 
myself and give us your comments and or suggestions. 

                                                         - Karl & Barbara Schmitt 
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   Karl Schmitt put forth a proposal, or at least relayed one by 
Paul Scheusler: a covered bridge tour of Indiana, probably a 
weekend/two-night deal due to the distance involved.  The 
members responded positively although debate followed about 
what time of year was best to do such a trip.  Bonnie noted 
there was one month in the covered bridge region of Indiana – 
she wasn‘t sure which month – where several events coin-
cided, filling all of the available motel rooms.  The group de-
cided to attempt to get Paul involved, gather more information, 
ID a good month and then start publicizing the event.  Hope-
fully we‘ll managed to draw participation from other Triumph 
clubs in southern Ohio and Indiana (See page 5 for more info). 

   Next, Craig noted Arlie King needed to know if anyone 
planned on visiting his garage for a tech/work session he fol-
lowing Saturday (20 March).  Arlie put out an email but appar-
ently not a lot of people got it, so the club decided to take a 
look at rescheduling the session in April.   El Presidente Viejo 
then reminded everyone of next Tuesday‘s tech session at 
John Mangle‘s shop in Overland, concerning Spitfire tops.  He 
announced a tentative start time of 6 PM but said he‘d confirm 
and get back to the membership.   

   Then came the main event of the evening: SLTOA‘s orderly 
(?) transition of power in the form of club elections.  Mark Mor-
gan received a unanimous reelection as editor of Exhaust 
Notes, followed by the nomination of Don Huber for treasurer. 
Don responded by nominating Jack David but someone‘s re-
sponse of ―Jack doesn‘t have enough fingers or toes‖ appar-
ently threw the contest to Huber.   

   When suggested for the new position of Membership Chair-
man, Dave Massey announced ―If nominated I will not run and 
if elected I‘ll fight extradition.‖  The proposed position  went 
back into the discussion phase; Craig noted he was looking for 
someone to not only identify prospective new members but 
also write a column for the newsletter when people join the 
club.  

   Continuing, Mark Morgan agreed to stay on as club secre-
tary.  Then came the main event: the retirement of four-year 
president Craig Madsen and election 
of Creig Houghtaling.  Like the rest of 
the votes of the evening, it was made 
by acclamation of the membership.  
Finally, ex-Prez Craig comfortably 
moved into the Vice President‘s slot, 
in the process becoming ―Vice Presi-
dent-Membership‖ (well, the mem-
bership office was Craig‘s idea in the 
first place).  Following the formal 
ceremonial transfer of the symbols of 
the president‘s office President 

New President/Meeting Notes (Continued from page 1) Houghtaling took control of the meeting and started his admini-
stration.   

   In new business, Dave Massey announced this year‘s Scot-
tish Games, scheduled for 2 October at Forest Park.  Anyone 
who arrives in a British car gets free entry and yes, Dave will 
be playing bagpipes during the festivities.  Subsequent com-
mentary from the floor varied from ―do we get to beat on Sax-
ons?‖ to ―Yes, there‘ll be some good scotch whiskey available.‖   

   Events Chairman Chris Kresser related the All-British Picnic/
Car Show at Creve Coeur Park will take place on 11 Septem-
ber this year.  Turns out another group managed to grab the 
park the first weekend of the month.  

   In and around selecting the location of the next several meet-
ings, the new president led the members in discussions over 
locations this year‘s annual picnic meeting/cookout/drive, 
scheduled for 15 June.  Creig asked if anyone had a favorite 
park and got the following responses: ―Yellowstone!‖  ―Grand 
Teton!‖ ―Yosemite!‖  Following some debate, the club decided 
instead on Love Park south of Manchester with Des Peres 
Park as an alternative.   

   Possible new events included a meet/picnic at Creve Coeur 
Airport, home of a large number of antique aircraft; participa-
tion in local homecomings and parades; and a proposed mid-
state/Ozarks meet with the Kansas City Triumphs and other 
regional TR clubs.  Creig noted that we don‘t want to overload 
the club schedule and possibly sustain burnout, but ―We‘ll see 
what we can put together.‖  Along the same lines, the Prez and 
membership expressed strong interest in the possible estab-
lishment of a ―St Louis British Car Club Council‖ or something 
along those lines, as proposed by one of the other clubs in 
town.  Mark agreed to investigate the mid-state meet (―Rumble 
in the Ozarks?‖) and also agreed to serve as the initial club 
contact for a car council and will get back to the membership.  

   Finally, President Houghtaling re-instituted a club tradition: 
once around the room and tell us about your projects. Above 
and beyond the updates on the latest Triumph-related efforts 
by the members, some good tech advice came out including 
much back and forth on the pluses and minuses of replace-

ment alternators in Spitfires.  The 
options include using a GM, Ford 
Festiva (Kia; it‘s a bolt-in conversion) 
or Bosch alternator out of an air-
conditioned Ford Fiesta.   

   The meeting adjourned some-
where on the far side of 9 PM.   

The transfer of the Official Club 
President Air Horn from Craig 
Madsen (L) to Creig Houghtaling.   

Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri 
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Triumphs 35, MGs 28! 
 

Read all about it in Kathy Kresser‘s article,  

May 2010 Exhaust Notes! 
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‗65 TR4—In eastern Iowa.  I‘ve owned the car for over 20 

years and it has always been stored in a garage.  Since 2008 
carbs rebuilt, master brake and clutch cylinders rebuilt, front 
suspension rebuilt, front and rear brakes rebuilt, steering col-
umn rebuilt, front shocks replaced, engine valves adjusted. 
Asking $7450 or best offer, Brent Foss, (319)848-8212 or 
bdtlfoss@aol.com (VTR Classifieds).  

‗70 TR6—Blue, ground-up restoration, more details than can 

be listed here, car smells new and looks like it just came off the 
Coventry production line.  $19,500, Arlie King, call either (314)
713-9482 or (314)623-1980 and we‘ll get back to you.  Full 
listing at www.vtr.org/classifieds/detail.php?siteid=4698 (VTR 
Classifieds). 

‗72 TR6—Green with tan interior, 113,000 miles, Florida car 

with many new parts including front end, brakes and clutch.  
Asking $9000.   Contact Steve Engert, Washington, MO, (636)
667-6580 or sengert1@yahoo.com. 

‗76 TR6—Mechanically sound, 66,300 miles, brown with 

chestnut interior, Michelin red lines, electronic ignition, 
stainless mufflers/exhaust, new front suspension, some minor 
body rust.  $15,000, Bill Schuler, Willowbrook, IL, (630)794-
0000 or 1976tr6@comcast.net (VTR Classifieds) 

‗78 Spitfire body—was going to convert it to a street rod 

with small block Chevy, unable to complete due to health is-
sues.  Front sheet metal essentially complete, rear body intact 
from the cowl to the taillights with dash, doors and trunk.  

SLTOA Classifieds 

Windshield broken.  
Front frame has pretty 
much all of the suspen-
sion.  Has 12-bolt 
heavy duty Chevrolet 
posi rear end with 5.13 
or 5.37 gears, rear end 
shortened to 37: so 
axles will fit, ready to 
install.  Rear trunk pan 
cut to clear the Chevy 
rear end.  Has clear 
title.  Have $1200 in-

vested, will take $1200 OBO for everything.  Best offer must be 
reasonable; will consider parting out if the offers are fair.  Every-
thing must be paid for in cash before anything leaves the prop-
erty or the title is signed over. Ed Wilson, ed-
bonnie@embarqmail.com.  

For sale—Used TR6 A-type overdrive transmission and over-

drive, $900 OBO.  Creig Houghtaling (314)401-7817.  

Welcome new member! 

Robert ―Barney‖ Emerson 

‘79 Spitfire 1500  

 

By Kathy Kresser 

   U n l i k e 
the past 
couple or 
so years, 
t h e 
wea the r 
for the 
2 0 1 0 
H e a l e y /
Tr iumph 
W a s h -
Up/Tune-
Up was 
d r y , 
s u n n y 

and warm.  Also unlike previous years, some attendees 
washed their cars, waxed their cars and cleaned interiors!   
One of the car washers, Rob Reber, said  ―the event should be 
renamed Eat-Up/Drink-Up which more suits the actions of the 
day.‖   Buzz Reese was busy cleaning the interior of his car 
and commented that ―it was a shock to the system to see guys 
actually working on the cars.‖  A s most of us know, owning a 
classic car usually requires maintenance time, so having the 
luxury of cleaning is a treat. 

   Thanks to Bob and Barbara Mepham from Bob‘s Seafood in 
University City, we feasted on fried shrimp, fillet of sole and 

scallops.  Everyone enjoyed the selections.  The side dishes 
contributed by attendees were delectable.  

   Keith Bester hosts this event and that means wheelchairs.  
Tom Sontag and Bob McElwee were wheeling around and con-
sidered setting up a race course in the driveway.  With the turns 
and such it would be great fun.  

   As usual, the men talked cars and more cars; the ladies gar-
nered a nice spot in the sun.  One by one, the men drifted over 
to share in the ambience of the day. 

   Thank you to Keith Bester and Pat Maupin for turning your 
driveway and garage into a car meet.  It was a fine prelude to 
the Easter Car Show.   

2010 Wash-Up/Tune-Up 
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SLTOA 

Monthly 

Meeting 

 

Tuesday 20 April 

Fuddruckers 

10752 Sunset Plaza  

(Watson & Lindbergh)  

 
Show after 6 PM, meeting 

around 7 PM 
 

And Finally….  
  Threatened by evil-doers?  Worried about that 

sonic framulator that your neighbors just re-
ceived via FedEx?  Can’t get that one last bolt 

loose on your transmission and you don’t know 

what to do next?  Simple!  Call on Nelvana of 
the Northern Lights, appearing only in  


