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Presidential Ramblings 
By Craig Madsen 

   Change.  Not a big fan of it myself as a rule. But some 
changes are for the best, it's part of what makes our country 
great.  

   This will be my last "Ramblings" for  awhile anyway.  Dave 
Massey copied me on an email from Clay, our Regional VTR 
rep, wanting SLTOA leadership information.  Dave informed 
him that the guard was about to change and gave Clay my 
contact info.  He informed him that after two years I would be 
passing the torch onward and  when we had the new informa-
tion we would forward that along too.  

 

   Well, It's actually been FOUR years Dave!  It's later than we 
both think!  I'm looking forward to this as it is  what's best for 
the club.  Fresh new enthusiasm! it's what keeps us pumped 
up, new and different things to do & ways of doing them - all 
good.  

   One of my favorite movies is" Hearts in Atlantis" staring An-
thony Hopkins. As he's being whisked away near the end, he 
calls out to his young friend, "I wouldn't have missed a minute 
of it Bobbie— wouldn't have missed it for the world!"  

(Continued on page 6) 

Polar Bear Run of 2010 

By Kathy Kresser  

   Greeted by fresh snow on the ground, one knew it would 
be a true Polar Bear Run.  The participants embraced the 
weather and rally with top-down LBCs and parka coats to 
survive the event.   

   The course was through the remaining back roads of 
West County.  The snow added to the beauty of this drive 
and the wildlife made it interesting.   Luckily, the alert driv-
ers avoided hitting the deer as they crossed the road.  For a 
later feast, some young lads were tempted to capture a 
turkey from a flock of 50 or more, and someone even saw a camel.  Your guess is as good as mine where the camel was spotted!   

(Continued on page 4) 

First to arrive!  Dave and Linda Massey 

Yup, it was pretty white out there.  John Lamberg and his TR7 
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Calendar 

 

20 Mar 10—20
th

 Annual New Orleans British Car Day, 
Delgado Community College-City Park Campus in New 
Orleans, all British cars and bikes welcome.  Host hotel is 
the Hampton Inn-Elmwood.  For more information, contact 
Karen Murray at (504)236-7509 or Cathy Greensfelder at 
cgreensf@cox.net.  Club site: http://www.bmcno.org/
Show10/Carshow10.htm.  

27 Mar 10—5
th

 Annual Francis Howell Benefit Car 
Show, Francis Howell HS, 5199 Highway N, St Charles, 

MO.  Benefit for PAWS and Cottleville Police Canine Unit, 
registration 10-12 noon, event ends 3 pm.  Info: (636)851-
4698.   

27-28 Mar 10—SCCA Regional/National Races, Gate-

way International Raceway, IL.  Info: www.midiv.org/Code/
Calendar.htm or www.gatewayraceway.com/.  

4 Apr 10—49
th

 Annual Easter Concours 
d‘Elegance, Forest Park, sponsored by the 

Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri, info at 
www.hccmo.com/id14.html.  Second round of 
the annual Triumph/MG Challenge, get your 
cars ready! 

10-11 Apr 10—SCCA Regional/National Races, Hallett 

Motor Racing Circuit, Jennings, OK.  Info: www.midiv.org/
Code/Calendar.htm or www.hallettracing.net/.  

18 Apr 10—St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 3, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

18 Apr 10—Boeing Employees Sports Car Club 
(BESCC) Autocross No. 2, Bldg 33 parking lot, south-

east corner Lindbergh and McDonnell, St Louis.   Registra-
tion at 9:30 AM.  Info: newsite2@stlbscc.org/?page_id=23.  

20 Apr 10 – SLTOA Monthly Meeting 

24 Apr 10 – British/European Car Show, at Sevier 

Heights Baptist Church, Knoxville, TN, hosted by the Eng-
lish Auto Society of Knoxville.  Registration opens at 9 AM, 
entry fees donated 50/50 to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
and St Jude.  Info: Barbara Rigby (865)531-0918 jand-
b r i g b y @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t  o r  c a l l  u p 
www.englishautosociety.com/.  

24-25 Apr 10 – 15
th

 Missouri Endurance Rally and 
Mini-Endurance Rally, St Louis, MO.  Teams will leave 

with a number of locations they must navigate (no GPS!) 
and return within 24 hours; full rally has 10 stops, mini-rally 
has 5.  Info: Robert Rushing (314)353-7655 
mgslime@swbell.net or call up www.stlouismgclub.com.  

24-25 Apr 10 – Ozark Mountain Region Solo, Neosho, 

MO.  Info: www.midiv.org/Code/Calendar.htm. 

28 Apr-1 May 10 – ―Triumphs on the Mother Road,‖ 
2010 VTR South Central Region, hosted by Central 

Oklahoma Vintage Triumph Register in Oklahoma City. 
Hospitality suite, events including autocross, gimmick rally, 
silent auction, awards banquet and much more.  Info: 
2010vtrregional@okctriumphs.org or via the club web 
page at www.okctriumphs.org/.  

29 Apr-2 May 10 – Speedfest at the Classic Mo-
torsports Mitty 2010, Road Atlanta, Braselton, GA.  
Featured marques Lotus and the BRE Datsuns.  Info: 
http://classicmotorsports.net/events/mitty-2010/.  

1-2 May 10 – 15
th

 Annual Keels & Wheels Concours 
d‘Elegance.  The largest collection of classic cars and 

wooden boats in the US, at Lakewood Yacht Club on Trin-
ity Bay, Seabrook, TX. Featured marques are Alfa Romeo 
and special-bodied Packards.  Info: www.keels-
wheels.com/index.php.  

1-2 May 10 – SCCA Regional/National Races, Heart-

land Park, Topeka, KS.  Info: www.midiv.org/Code/
Calendar.htm or www.hpt.com/.  

2 May 10 – 32
nd

 Annual British Swap Meet and Car 
Show, Solon, OH, hosted by the Northeast Ohio Austin 

Healey Club.  Info: Steve Hronek, (216)321-9158, 
neoahc@yahoo.com or call up www.neoahc.com. 

7-9 May 10 – 23
rd

 Annual Blount British Cars Gather-
ing, Townsend, TN, on the grounds of the Talley Ho Inn.  

Hosted by Blount British Cars, Ltd, proceeds go to local 
charities  Info: www.blountbritishcars.org/gathering.htm.  

9 May 10 – St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 4, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

13-16 May 10—Spring Thing 2010/
Bourbon  Trail, Round II, Lebanon, 

KY, hosted by Bluegrass Club Austin 
Healey of  Louisville.  Journey through 
Kentucky back roads, enjoy traditional 
historic homes and rolling hills while the 
Bourbon Trail and Bluegrass Club do 
the rest.  Hospitality suite, funkhana, 
Friday night BBQ dinner at the Maker‟s Mark Distillery.  
Sunday drive to the historic Boone Tavern.  For more in-
formation, contact Ben Moore at ben.moore@mac.com or 
call up the web page at www.bluegrassclub.com/
i n d e x . p h p ?
optionP=com_content&view=article&id=1&ltemid=4.  

15 May 10 – 7
th

 Annual British Car Meet & British 
Transportation Museum Raffle, hosted by the British 

Transportation Museum, Dayton, OH.  Info: britishcarmu-
s e u m @ a m e r t e c h . n e t  o r  c a l l  u p 
www.britishcarmuseum.org. 

15-16 May 10 – British Car Day XXVI at Quaker Steak 
and Lube, Polaris, OH.   Hosted by the Central Ohio 

British Car Council, over 250 cars expected.  Includes a 
drive on 15 May followed by a Meet N Greet.  Info: Bill 

16 Mar 10—SLTOA Monthly Meeting, Square One Brew-

ery, St Louis 

23 Mar 10—Spitfire Top Installation Seminar, John 

Mangle‟s shop.   
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Blake (614)403-1074 billblake@thekayesco.com or call up 
www.buckeyetriumphs.org/BCD/bcdindex.htm.  

16 May 10—Boeing Employees Sports Car Club 
( B E S C C )  Au t o c r o s s  N o .  3 .  I n f o : 

newsite2@stlbscc.org/?page_id=23.  

18 May 10 – SLTOA Monthly Meeting 

22-23 May 10 – SCCA Regional/National Races, Mid-

America Motorplex, Pacific Junction, IA.  Info: 
w w w . m i d i v . o r g / C o d e / C a l e n d a r . h t m  o r 
www.midamericamotorplex.com/2006/default.asp.  

23 May 10 – St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 5, Gate-

way International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

29 May-6 June 10 – Drive Your British Car Week.  Info: 

www.britishcarweek.org/. 

4-5 Jun 10 – 26
th

 Annual British Bash, hosted by the 

British Sports Car Club of Louisville, includes Friday night 
picnic, vendors, entertainment; 2009‟s event featured over 
300 cars.  Information: www.britishbash.com/.  

5 Jun 10 – 2010 Cars of England Show at Oakbourne 
Mansion, Westtown Township, West Chester, PA.  

Hosted by Delaware Valley Triumph, Ltd and the Delaware 
Valley Jaguar Club.  The show attracted more than 200 
cars in 2009; vendors welcome, rain date is Sunday, 6 
June.  For more information, contact “Where‟s Bob?” De 
Lucia (215)822-0726 or call up www.delvaltrs.org/.  

5 Jun – Lawrence All-British Car Show, sponsored Law-

rence All-British Car Club, KS.  Details to follow.  

5 Jun 10 – Eurobrit Auto & Bike Expo 2010, sponsored 

by the North Alabama British Motoring Society.  Dublin 
Park, Madison, AL.  Event includes the always popular 
Friday evening North Alabama scenic tour followed by 
FREE Alabama pub grub (ie, barbecue), all proceeds to 
charity.  Info: www.nabms.org/eurobrit/2010/
eurobrithome.htm.  

5-6 Jun 10 – 19
th

 Annual Champagne British Car Fes-
tival, “Ease on down the road” to a new location and a 

new date, on the lawn of the David Davis Mansion in 
Bloomington, IL.  Contact co-chair Dave Hauman, (309)
838-4707 or hauman48@aol.com.  Web page: 
www.champagnebritishcarfestival.com.  

5-6 Jun 10 – SCCA Regional/National Races, Heartland 

Park, Topeka, KS.  Info: www.midiv.org/Code/
Calendar.htm or www.hpt.com/.  

6 Jun 10 – 12
th

 Annual The British Return to Fort 
Meigs, British car and bike show at Fort Meigs Historical 

Site, OH 65, Perrysburg, OH, 10 to 3 PM.  Contact Tony 
Shoviak for information, (419)878-2041 or 
t e n n t o n y@ a t t . n e t ,  we b  p a g e  a t  h t t p : / /
lakeeriebritishnews.home.att.net.  

13 Jun 10 – St Louis European Auto Show at Plaza 

Frontenac, benefiting the St. Louis Shriners Hospital For 
Children.  Info at www.stleuropeanautoshow.com.   

 

 

13 Jun 10 – St Louis SCCA Region Solo No. 6, Gateway 

International Raceway.  Info: www.stlsolo.org/
eventsschedule. 

15 Jun 10 – SLTOA Monthly Meeting 

16-20 Jun 10 – TRA 2010: The Triumph Register of 
America National Meet, hosted by Buckeye Triumphs.  

Event hotel is the Hilton Garden Inn, Wooster, OH; parade 
laps at Mid Ohio Race Course on Thursday.   Info: John 
Huddy (163)846-2321 jhuddy@columbus.rr.com or call up 
www.triumphregister.com/TRA2010.html.  
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   Everyone thinks rallies are easy; one simply follows the directions.  
Well, that works most of the time unless the rally master decides to 

omit one turn.  Keeps everyone guessing! 

   The end-of-the-road was Tom and Ann Stark‟s home where a chocoholic 
was in his heyday with a plethora of treats.  The food was great, camaraderie terrific and the 

wintry mix made it a Polar Bear Run.  Our thanks and appreciation are sent to Tom and Ann for 
hosting this group and kudos to the rally master, Chris Kresser.  

        Proofread by Anice Etz 

 

The Cars... 

   As Kathy indi-
cated, this year‟s 
event turned out 
a true “Polar 
Bear Run” with 
temperatures in 
the low 30s and 
a spitting mix of 
snow and sleet 
which went fur-
ther south as the 
event progressed.  While a good number of members and friends of SLTOA and the 
other local LBC clubs turned out, many drove the route in Brand X vehicles, leaving 
the following hardy owners to tackle the excursion bundled-up and tops-down: Dave 
and Linda Massey, 1971 TR6; Craig Madsen and Brenda Trumble, The Frankenspit; Ryan 

Taylor and Shonna Hutchins, 1978 MGB; Bruce Harper and Lee Fox, 1969 AH 
Sprite; and John and Carol Mangles, 1958 MGA V-8.   

The Run... 

   The cars departed the parking lot in Chesterfield Valley at 1 PM and within short 
order identified a glitch in the rally master's instructions which resulted in groups of 

cars scattering to the four points of the compass in an attempt to regain the proper route.  How bad were the conditions out there 
in the hills southwest of Chesterfield?  Even the birds were miserable although the weather didn‟t seem to faze several large flocks 
of turkeys out meandering about aimless-like in the 
fields (any resemblance to the event participants was 
strictly accidental; other wildlife observed during our 
passage included the usual cows, horses, deer…and 
one dromedary camel which looked almighty confused 
by the proceedings).   

   At one point three groups of cars came in from three 
different directions for a rendezvous at an intersection; 
from that point the parade resumed, culminating with the 
excellent pot-luck meal at the home of Tom and Ann 
Stark in Ladue.   

   Quite a day, quite a ride; as president Craig Madsen 
put it, “In the end, it‟s all good.”  

Polar Bear! 
Continued from page 1 

The Commentary... 

 “Thus sayeth the rally master, concerning the directions: „Oh, uh….”” 

 “You covered your car?!  You‟ve gotta have wet butt syndrome…” 

 “On the way over he asked me if I‟d lost my sense of humor yet”  

 “Well, you know, when you have exhaust fumes coming into the car, you 

have to put the top down” 

 “The best desert is anything with cream cheese and chocolate” 

 “…and beer” 
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I’m old-fashioned and old enough to be proud of it! I’m 

even old enough to enjoy real competition. You know…the 

historic sort of car competition that’s set up for people who 

are proud enough of their cars to prepare them, display them, 

and try to out-score their friends and fellow club members in 

concours d’elegance. The original French words refer to a 

display of expensive vehicles by their wealthy owners in a 

sort of ego match, but now the name is applied to judged 

shows, often for a single marque, where hundreds of Jaguars, 

Porsches, MG’s, Corvettes, Triumph’s, Alfa’s, and Austin 

Healeys, etc. are gathered. By careful judging, or popular 

choice, the best are selected. It’s not vicious competition, but 

it can be intense, and the winners are very proud of their cars. 

The winners get awards. The also-rans go home and work 

to improve their cars. 

So what’s my problem? The number of properly judged 

shows is declining. The number of entries in real concours 

competition is shrinking. Owners with the pride and enthusi-

asm to prepare and maintain their cars to the highest stan-

dards of performance, cleanliness and originality are fewer in 

number. There are an increasing number of shows where 

most of the cars lined up for viewing are indifferently pre-

pared. Washed? Yes. Polished? Perhaps. Correct and origi-

nal? Unlikely. And modified? Probably. As the owners gos-

sip and drink beer, visitors to the show have no idea they are 

not looking at properly restored cars. The idea of preserving 

the marque is gradually slipping away. 

In the end, at many of these shows, every one gets a trophy 

or some form of recognition. Like a 6th –grade swim team, 

everybody is rewarded for effort and nobody gets additional 

credit for really trying and performing well. There is a large 

group of people who feel that asking owners to prepare their 

cars to a high standard is too much of a burden and reduces 

the number of competitors. They say that judging for authen-

ticity is too hard, and the same good cars will win every 

show. 

These well-meaning folks have it backwards. Competition 

provides the incentive to do better. I absolutely do not believe 

that concours judging means the same good cars win every 

time. I’m not saying there is anything wrong with a “Fun” 

show rather than a concours, but I’m saying that, if we want 

to preserve our chosen marque, the best way is to offer re-

wards for maintaining and preserving cars in their original 

condition as much as possible. 

The work expended to prepare a car for concours should not 

have any negative effect on enjoyment or fellowship. I have 

enjoyed a friendly, fun atmosphere at virtually every show I 

have attended over several decades. In fact, it’s my opinion that 

knowing how hard you and your fellow entrants have worked 

adds to the shared enjoyment and certainly makes you under-

stand and appreciate why your car may or may not come in 

first. Those who haven’t caught the concours bug are accom-

modated in the Popular Choice or Participants’ Choice catego-

ries as their share of club membership benefits. 

Keeping membership numbers up is the hardest task for a 

club in any hobby, whether it’s cars, model airplanes or quilt-

ing. Competitions and enthusiast get-togethers of all kinds are 

what make membership in a car club worthwhile. Whether you 

subscribe to the “make it easier” method or not, making club 

membership interesting is the key. 

Interesting to whom? Children and relatives of enthusiasts. If 

your kids grew up riding in the back seat of a TR6, they are 

good candidates for Triumph club membership. If a child’s car 

seat was carefully strapped into the passenger side of an MGB 

while Mom drove to the grocery store, he may want his own 

roadster in later years. 

Or not! After a lifetime exposure to British cars, my kids 

aren’t all dedicated restoration fans. Nor are yours, probably. 

So who else? I really do think the biggest potential club mem-

ber pool is the 40-60 age group. Their children are old enough 

to require less parental time. They may have a big enough ga-

rage to house a collectible vehicle. In their minds are memories 

of long-coveted exciting cars. I hope these folks will understand 

the philosophy of competition and what it means to be proud of 

restoring a historic vehicle to its original brilliance. 

If you are reading this, it’s likely that you are one of that age 

group and you may already have a unique, exotic car project 

stashed in the garage. I you have read this column and agree 

with it, what are you waiting for? 

This is my 53rd column for Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car, 

and it is the last, at least for a while. Editor Craig Fitzgerald 

called it “temporary,” and I hope that’s true. Meanwhile, I have 

enjoyed being part of the magazine as it has grown and flour-

ished, and I hope my words have added to your knowledge and 

appreciation of what the car hobby does for all of us. 

Get out in that garage, pick up a wrench and get busy! 

And pay your club dues!  - Mike Cook, courtesy of John Lore, 

Gateway Austin Healey Club 

Old Fashioned Pride 

D‘ya Hear There—2010 St. Louis Triumph Owners Association Dues are Due  
 
   In the past few weeks, everyone on the SLTOA roster received a letter in the mail reminding him or her that it is time to re-
new.   We even included an addressed envelope to our treasurer Bonnie David.  Hopefully, everyone reading this note has al-
ready renewed.   But if you did not receive your reminder in the mail, or have mislaid it, Bonnie David's address is 500 Marie 
Drive, St. Charles, MO 63301-0500.  If you have any questions, her number is: 636-949-0825   

   Dues are $15 for email notification of the newsletter being available to read on line, or $25 for a hard copy in your mail box each 
month.  Please renew early.  That makes Bonnie's job much easier!               - Creig Houghtaling 
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More Triumph Memories 

Note:    A series of email exchanges preceded last month‟s 
article by Andrew Milne and the emails themselves proved 
fascinating.  Read on… 

 

      Thank you for the SLTOA article.   Having read it, I was 
driven to write the attached essay as it prompted me to re-
member all and any connection that I had had with the Tri-
umph marquee in my long and varied career. 

  I must say that in the 60s and 70s when my interest in cars 
was at its height, the Triumph was up there in the “must have” 
or “would have if I could afford it” but was usually outshone by 
the equivalent Austin Healey and MG.   The cars to have if 
you had the money were, in this order, the Austin Healey 
3000/100-6/100-4, MGB/MGC, Triumph TR2/3/3A/4/4A/5/6, 
AH Sprite, MG Midget.  The Triumphs tended to be owned by 
older motorists 40+.  The E-Type was desirable but perceived 
to be in a different price league, especially for insurance.  I 
liked the E-Type to look at but not to drive—dangerous, no 
brakes.       - Andrew Milne 

   This is GREAT!  Can we publish this in the next St Louis 
Triumph Club newsletter????   - Craig  

   Of course you can, if you think anyone will read it.  I agree 
with your comments about the cars but there was and still is a 
kind of snobbery and class consciousness in the UK that does 
not really exist in the USA.  This is true especially when it 
comes to cars, even today.  

   There is a kind of person who would be expected to drive a 
Jaguar and a kind of person who would not be seen in a Jag-
uar and this has nothing to do with wealth; it is a kind of latent, 
unmentionable and non-definable situation that nobody talks 
about but everybody knows it exists. 

   A specific example: my father was an ordinary sort of work-
ing buy who knew a good car from a bad one.  In 1970 I had a 
chance to buy an immaculate Jaguar 3.4 MkII with no miles, 
leather seats, etc, for £250.  I bought the car and gave it to my 
parents.  My father sold it within one month using the excuse 
that it used too much fuel.  In reality, he was embarrassed 
because his peers had a perceived image of who would own 
and run a Jaguar and he wasn‟t one of them.  Remember that 
this was the man who up until that time had owned Wolseleys 
and Rileys, both leather seats, etc, but they weren‟t Jaguars.  

   In my late teens I ran a 1956 Rover 60 which was dubbed the 
“poor man‟s Rolls Royce” and I had difficulties in my social  cir-
cle where I was thought to be driving above my station.  I only 
paid £100 for the seven-year-old car.  I overcame the problem 
by achieving a social station which would justify the Rover and 
better.  

   In that pecking order of cars that I listed previously this un-
mentionable system prevailed.  It was all right for most people to 
own an MG or an Austin Healey but the Triumph was for a se-
lect few, eg, retired policemen, lawyers and accountants.  Diffi-
cult to explain but I hope I have conveyed the flavor of the sub-
ject.               - Regards, Andrew 

   Ahh, I get it: the old British class system at work, very subtle.  I 
was assuming the pecking order you described was putting the 
TR at the bottom of the AH/MG/TR hierarchy in terms of quality, 
panache, et.  Here, based on those qualifies, the order would be 
Jags, AH, TR and MG.  Aston Martins, Sunbeams, Morgans, 
Lotus, ACs and such are too rare to figure in the mix and are in 
a class by themselves—generally relegated to eccentric collec-
tors and enthusiasts           - Craig  

   Interesting.  One other car story about the cars of the 60‟s.  

   In the 60s when most of my contemporaries drover either their 
parents‟ car or scraped to buy a second-hand car—usually from 
the 50s, like my Rover—I had a cousin whose grandmother died 
and left the family a load of money.  In the years of the 60s he 
would turn up on a Saturday night in—in nor particular order—
AH 3000, AH 100-6, AH Sprite, E-Type coupe, E-Type roadster, 
MGC, Mini Cooper S, Sunbeam Tiger, Daimler SP250.  If a lar-
ger car was required he would bring his father‟s one-off Arm-
strong Siddeley (with pre-select gearbox and built-in hydraulic 
jacks in case of punctures).  All were usually new or nearly new.  

   After the 60s I lost touch with him until a chance meeting in 
the early-to-mid 92s and whilst trying to think of something to 
say, I said, “I bet you wished you still had the cars you had in 
the 60s.”  To which he replied, “But I have most of them in stor-
age, jacked up and in pristine condition.”  I was speechless! 

   A few years ago I met a mutual friend who told me that he had 
sold all of the cars as a job lot to a collector for a shipload of 
pounds.  But he wasn‟t very good looking and women didn‟t like 
him!  My first car was a 1937 Austin 7 coupe, Reg No CNP254, 
and according to the UK Austin 7 Owners Club is still alive and 
running.       - Andrew 

   This has been one of the best experiences of my life since I 
moved here on 1992. I've met the best people, had the most 
fun - I just regret not having joined this club earlier than I did.  

   I didn't get everything accomplished I wanted to, but we 
grew the membership (we can continue to do that!).  Our rela-
tionships with our fellow British car clubs is stronger than 
ever.  The best part is being privy to almost everyone‟s ongo-
ing projects.  It's just inspiring listening to everyone‟s tri-
umphs.  There's always a fair percent of obstacles to any pro-
ject and I got to hear those as well! The fun part is discovering 
how the obstacles are overcome. 

   More important than the sheet metal are the members.  
Thank you all for an incredible experience.  I won't be far 

Ramblings (Continued from page 1) away; Creig Houghtaling is threatening to nominate me for Vice 
President.  I can handle that—maybe I can even get started on 
my Wedge!    

   And don't think you won't be hearing from us about the up-
coming Easter Car Show!  The MG Club has a sour taste in their 
mouth from that last brow beating. You can bet they'll be eager 
to turn the tables on u s! We haven't even begun to see the 
numbers registered we're going to need to keep them at bay.  

So GET OUT THOSE WRENCHS!  It's "game on" again! Who 
cares if the Post Dispatch won't give us the time of day!  We had 
the most cars of ANY local car club at that show last year! 
There's a reason they're called Triumphs!  

   I'm going to go put the carbs back on the Spitfire now. See 
you Tuesday!     - Craig Madsen 
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TR3 Racer—Top contender in the Corinthian Vintage Auto 

Racing Series, recent winner at Hallett and ready to race 
again.  Contact cartravel@pobox.com (Green Country Tri-
umphs, Tulsa) 

‗65 TR4—In eastern Iowa.  I‟ve owned the car for over 20 

years and it has always been stored in a garage.  Since 2008 
carbs rebuilt, master brake and clutch cylinders rebuilt, front 
suspension rebuilt, front and rear brakes rebuilt, steering col-
umn rebuilt, front shocks replaced, engine valves adjusted. 
Asking $7450 or best offer, Brent Foss, (319)848-8212 or 
bdtlfoss@aol.com (VTR Classifieds).  

‗70 TR6—Blue, ground-up restoration, more details than can 

be listed here, car smells new and looks like it just came off the 
Coventry production line.  $19,500, Arlie King, call either (314)
713-9482 or (314)623-1980 and we‟ll get back to you.  Full 
listing at www.vtr.org/classifieds/detail.php?siteid=4698 (VTR 
Classifieds). 

‗72 TR6—Green with tan interior, 113,000 miles, Florida car 

with many new parts including front end, brakes and clutch.  
Asking $9000.   Contact Steve Engert, Washington, MO, (636)
667-6580 or sengert1@yahoo.com. 

‗78 Spitfire 
body—W as 

going to con-
vert it to a 
street rod with 
small block 
Chevy, unable 
to complete 
due to health 
issues.  Front 
sheet metal 
e s s e n t i a l l y 
complete, rear 
body intact 
from the cowl 
to the taillights with dash, doors and trunks.  Windshield bro-

SLTOA Classifieds 

ken.  Front frame has pretty much all of the suspension.  Has 12
-botl heavy duty Chevrolet posi rear end with 5.13 or 5.37 gears, 
rear end shorted to about 37” so axles will fit, ready to install. 
Rear trunk pan cut to clear the Chevy rear end.  Has clear title.  
Have $1200 invested, will take $1200 OBO for everything.  Best 
offer must be reasonable; will consider parting out if the offers 
are fair.  Everything must be paid for in cash before anything 
leaves the property or the title is signed over.  Ed Wilson, ed-
bonnie@embarqmail.com.  

‗79 Spitfire 1500—Owned for over 30 years, 45,000 miles, 

meticulously maintained.  New brakes, shocks, Weber down-
draft carb, Monza exhaust and headers, Minilite wheels, interior 
original except for new original-style houndstooth cloth seats 
with sheepskin covers, wood dash is perfect, new top.  In St 
Charles, IL, contact Tom at (630)587-5677 or 
tomtr61976@sbcglobal.net (VTR Classifieds) 

‗80 Spitfire—1500cc engine w/ 26,618 miles (shows), body 

fitment, pedal rubbers and original uncracked dash top supports 
this may be correct.  White with black interior, overdrive trans-
mission w/recently replaced gear lube (Red Line MTL SAE 
70W80) works great.  Completed: new rear brake wheel cylin-
ders and shoes; new U-joints; new air shocks with individual fill 
lines (rear); new emergency brake cable; new brake master 
cylinder; new flexible brake lines front.  Pads were new about a 
year ago, rotors are drilled and slotted.  Wheels reconditioned 
(blasted, sealed, painted and clear).  All tires including the spare 
are new.  Wheel studs have been uprated to TR7; wheels are 
13x5.5, one inch wider than stock with 175/70R13 T-rated Ku-
moh brand tires.  Front suspension bushings, ball joints, tie rod 
ends are all new.  Front shocks are new KYB, springs are pow-
der-coated.  New stainless steel exhaust system sounds good.  
Aftermarket cherrywood dash with oil pressure and volt gages 
(need to be hooked up), all other gauges work.  Interior driver‟s 
seat bottom cover needs replacement.  OVER $5000 invested, 
$4000 firm.  Craig Madsen, (636)734-3937.  

For sale—Used TR6 A-type overdrive transmission and over-

drive, $900 OBO.  Creig Houghtaling (314)401-7817.  

Creig Houghtaling for President of  
the St. Louis Triumph  
Owners Association  

  

   Can you imagine that!?  I know a lot of people who 
could do a much better job.  But Craig Madsen has 
talked me into campaigning for president for the 2010 
election.  So I have decided to give it a shot.   

   But I have a sneaky plan...  (Shhh....Don't tell Craig 
Madsen!!!)  I'm going to nominate him for Vice Presi-
dent.  That way he can still run everything doing the mar-
velous job that he has done for the past four years, and 
I'll moderate the meetings and do the newsletter blurb 
each month.  So if SLTOA members should decide to 
elect me for president, I will be happy to accept the ti-
tle.  As long as I can keep Craig M. doing all (some) 
of the work.  ;-)                 - Creig Houghtaling 

Now available online! 

FREE! 
Downloadable TR6  

Tech manuals 
http://tr6.danielsonfamily.org/6-tech-Manuals.htm 

  

 

 

  Not just a workshop manual that tells you how to take some-
thing apart and put it back together, but manuals which tell you 
how to repair systemic TR6 problems.  They also tell you to do 
the job with simple tools or how to make tools do the job!  
Awesome information!  
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Monthly 

Meeting 

Tuesday  

16 March 2010 

 

Square One Brewery 
1727 Park Ave 
St Louis, MO 
(314)231-2537 

 
Show any time after 6 PM 

And Finally….  

1963 advertising:   

obviously, the key phrase is  

―Triumph on the Track‖ 
 
 
 
 
(BTW, that‟s the late Graham Hill, 1962 F1 cham-
pion, at the wheel of a Dunlop-shod BRM P57)  

            Next Meeting is ELECTION NIGHT! 
      Vote early, vote often! (Whoops, sorry...we‟re not in Chicago) 


